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Significance Of The Satavahanas
(1)

It was the emergence of Vakataka power in the Vindhya area some where
about the middle of the third century that brought about the downfall of
the Satavahanas. But an empire so firely established in its home
domains does not break down with the fall of a dynasty. The Rastrakutas
and the Chalukyas in the
(2) Godavari valley and the Pallavas in the south originally the viceroys of
the Satavahanas, claimed successtion to the empire with in their own
territorial limits as the Vakatakas claimed it to the north of the Vindhyas.
The Gangas and the Kadambas were also the inheritors of the tradition
and as the Vijayanagar emperors claimed in time to be Chalukya
Chudamanis, or the crest jewels of the Chalukya dynasty and as the
great kings of Gujarat equally claimed succession from the Chalukyas,
the imperial tradition of the Satavahanas may be said to have been
carried forward at least to the beginning of the seventeenth century.
(2) The rise of the Satavahanas signified that the economic revolution of the Gangetic
region was repeated allover India. Added to this because of the peculiar geographical
terrain of the Deccan peninsula a number of small kingdoms came into existence
but not any big empire.
(3) Since the Satavahanas had controlled part of the Deccan and part of northern
India, they acted as the couriers of Aryanism to southern India.
(4) It is intriguing to note that the Satavahana inscriptions were primarily in pali
but not in Sanskrit indicating it look long time to establish Sanskrit language as the
language of the elite although people professed Aryanism much earlier.
(5) The administrative structure of the Satavahana is a revealing one because it was
not a highly centralized administration and it conceded the emergence of feudalism.
Feudal chiefs like Mahara this mahasenapatis and mahabhojas issued their own
coins.
(6) The artistic excellence that was achieved under the aegis of the Satavahanas had
a tremendous significance. Buddhist mouments came into existence at Nasik,
Vidisha, Bhattiprolu, Goli, Ghantasala and amaravati. Most probably human figure
was first carved out at Amaravati and Amaravati's sculptures influenced South-east
Asian sculptures.
(7) Under the aegis of the Satavahanas trade was given a boost. The important pores
were Koddura and Chinnaganjam on the east and Kalyan, Sopara, Goa and Pigeon
islands on the West coast. And some of the important commercial centers were
Tagara, Pratishthana, Nasik, Junnar and Dhanyakataka.
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Saka-satavahana Conflict
1. There is controversy about the name 'Sakas'. Some hold the view that they were
probably. One branch of them was known as kshabaratas. Some say Nahapana was
a pahlava and Ghasmotika the father of Chashtana was Scythian. It was from the
Gupta period that the name 'saka' came to be applied to this family of people.
2. The one reason that was responsible for the southward thrust of the sakas was
the Kushan pressure from the north.
3. To begin with they established themselves in western Rajputana, Gujarat and
Kathiawad. Then they took malva and even northern Maharashtra from the
Satavahanas. At one time they even got southern Maharashtra as far as Vijayanti
from the Satavahanas.
4. The earliest known king of the Kshaharatas, a branch of the Sakas, was
Bhumaka. He ruled over Gujarat, Kathiawad and north Konkancoins belonging to
him are found.
5. His successor was Nahapana-title Raja-numerous coins-advanced at the expense
of Satavahanas-this advance began five years before the end of Nahapana's rule.
After Nahapana defeated the Satavahana he assumed the title of Maha Kshatrapa.
A Jaina work mentions Broach as the capital of Nahapana.
6. Ushavadata was the general and son-in-law of Nahapana and he succeeded him
as the Saka ruler. He took western deccan including Malva. It is not known whether
Paithan, the capital of Satavahanas was lost or not. He defeated Satavahana rulers
were Sundara Satakarni, Chakora Satakarni and Siva sati.
It is interesting to note that Ushavadata following Puranic Hinduism gve cows to
brahmins - visited Pushiar - gave religious benefactions - also gave viallages to
Buddhists - Saka country was divided into districts.
7. It was Gautamiputra Satakarni who revived the glories of Satavahanas. He
defeated the successor of Nahapana, Ushavadata was killed. Some say that he
defeated Nahapana. Also a Jaina work speaks of Nahapana's defeat and death at
the hands of Satavahanas. The coins of Nahapana were re-issued by Gautamiputra
Satakarni. Some land grants also confirm this victory. It is said that the Satavahana
king made preparations for 16 years to defeat the Sakas.
8. The coflict was re-opened during the days of Pulumayi II, the king after
Gautamiputra Satakarni, as well as, Sri Pulumayi.
9. After this Ghamotika appeared on the stage who ruled over Kathiwad. His
successor, Ghashtana also infliceted defeats on the Satavahanas. Rudraman too
defeated the Satavahanas. The victory of Rudraman and Ghastana around 150 A.D.
(cofirmed by Junagarh inscription) mad the Patavahanas lose all their northern
conquests.
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Significance:(1) The conflict between the Sakas and Satavahanas was inevitable as such conflicts
were natural in feudal times. Probably the Sakas were perforce dieven to expand
southward because of the establishment of Kushan empire. The Saka-Satavahana
conflict was because of the basic factors working in the political dynamic of the day.
(2) The Sakas issued coins of great artistic value. Gatuamiputra Satakarni re-issued
the coins of Nahapana. In other words, the Sakas had a better artistic sense.
(3) Evidence shows that the Sakas introduced new ideas and institutions in southsilver coins, free use of Sanskrit and Vigorour patronage of Buddhists and
brahmins. Kshaharatas used Khoreshthi - alphabet of extreme north-west.
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Sanskrit
Sanskrit is a remote cousin of all the language of Europe ecepting the Finnish,
Hungarian, Turkish and basqe. Around 2000 B.C. an ancestral group of dialects
arose among the tribesmen of South Russia.
With Panini (probably 4th century B.C.) the Sanskrit language reached its classical
form. It developed a little thense forward except in its vocabulary. The grammer of
Panini, Asthadhyayi, pre-supposes the work of may earlier grammarians. Latter
grammars are mostly commentaries on Panini, the chief being Mahabashya by
Patanjali (second century B.C.) and the Banaras-commentary of Jayaditya and
Vamana (seventh century A.D.).
It was from the time of Panini onwards that the language began to be called
Samskarta, perfected or refined, as opposed to Prakras (natural), the popular
dialects which had grown over time. In all probability, Panini bsed his work on the
languages as it was spoken in the north west. Beginning as the lingua franca of the
priestly class, it gradually became that of the governing class also. The first
important dynasty to use Sanskrit was that of the Sakas of Ujjain and the
inscriptions of Rudraman at Girnar. Otherwise, the Maurya and the other important
dynasty till the Guptas used Prakrit for their official pronouncements.
The Language of the Rig Veda was already archaic when the hymns were composed
and the ordinary Aryan spoke a sompler tongue, moer closely akin to classical
Sanskrit. By the time of the Buddha themasses were speaking languages which were
much simpler than Sanskrit. These were the prakrits. The ordinary speech of
Ancient India has been preserved forus largely throughthe unorthodox religions.
Most inscriptions of pre-Gupta time are in Prakrit. The women and humbler
characters of the Sanskrit drama are made to speak in formalized prakrit of various
dialects. A few of secular literary works were composed in Prakrit.
Classical Sanksrit increasing became thelanguage of brahmins and the learned few.
Its use was restricted to certainoccasions such as issuing of proclamations and
during the performance of Vedic ceremonies. In the towns and villages a popular
form of Sanksrit, known as Prakrit, came into the existence. There were a breat
number of local variations. The chief western variety was called Shuraseni and the
eastern variety, Magadhi, Pali was another popular language based on Sanksrit. It,
too, was used in the same religions as Prakrit. The Buddha, to reach more people,
taught in Magadhi.
Speaking of literature, the four Vedas and the Brahmins and Upnishadas have some
literary qualities. Some hymns of the Rig Veda and some parts of the early
Upnishadas have some merit. Otherwise, they are mostly dry and monotonous.
In the 1028 hymns of the Rig Veda there is a great variety of styled and merit. The
hymns contain many repetitions and the majority of them have the sameness of
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outlook. A number of hymns show deployment feeling for nature, as for example,
the hymns to Ushas. A few vedic hymns are primarily secular, as for example the
Gamester's Lament.
Very tittle of liverary quality is there in the later Vedic literature the Atherva veda
mostly a monotonous collection contains a few poems of great merit. The prose
Brahmanas, though written in simple and straight forward language have little
literary merit.
Thus the earliest Indian literature is to be found in the Mahabharata and the
Ramayana. The Mahabharata consisting of 90,00 stanzas, is probably the longest
single poem in the world's literature. Ignoring the interpolations, the style of the
Mahabharata is direct and vivid though consisting of repeated clinches and stock
epithets, typical of epic literature every where. The chief characters are delineated
in a very simple outline but with an individuality which makes them real persons.
The other epic Ramayana also contains interpolations but they are much briefer
and are mostly didactic. The main body of the poem gives the impression of being
the work of one author whose style was based on that of the other epic to show some
kinship to that of classical Sanskrit poetry. The style of the Ramayana is less rugged
than that of the Mahabharata. It is a work of greater art and it contains many
dramatic passages and beautiful descriptive writing.
The earliect surviving Sanskrit poetry is that of the Buddhist writer Ashvaghosa who
probably lived in the Ist century A.D. He composed the Buddha-Charitra in a
comparatively simple classical style. The Girnar inscription of Rudradaman, dated
150 A.D. is the earliest surviving example of Sanskrit prose.
The earliest surviving prose stories are a few narrative episodes in the Brahmanas
followed by the pali Jatakas. It was in the Gupta period that ornate Sanskrit prose
was developed. The chief writers in this style were Dandin, Subandhu and Bana.
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Prakrit
Chronologically pali is the first Sanskrit language and various Prakrits oppeared
later. Even the meaning of the word 'Pali' underwent changes. In the final stages the
word "Pali" meant language of the texts of Theravada Buddhism. The Tripitaka
meaning three baskets are books which consist of the canons of the Theravada sect.
One part of it deals with the monastic discipline. The second part lays down
principles of Buddhism. And the last part deals with various subjects like ethics
psychology theories of knowledge and metaphysical problems.
Besides the canonical literature, there was also non-canomical literature in pali. In
pali liberature the earlieat works relate to the Jataka stories. The early poetry
consisted of a few verses from the songs of the older monks and Nuns, a collection
of poems ascribed wrongly to the great disciples of the Buddha in the early days of
the order. The style of these is simpler then Sanskrit literature and suggests
influence of popular song. The book milinda panda is the most important one. Its
subject matter is the dialogue between Milinda and monk Nagasena over some
problems of the Buddhist faith. This particular kind of canonical literature in pali
was practised in Ceylon also. The classical works Depavamsa and Mahavamsa, the
two great chronicles of Ceylon and also some grammatical metrical and
lexicographical texts were written in pali.
Now for the word "Prakrit". It stands for all the middle Indo-Aryan speeches which
belong to an era between Sanskrit on the one hand and Aryan languages it has
sectarian value since it was exclusively used as the speech of the Hinayana
Buddhism.
From the earliest times to the first century A.D. inscriptions were composed
exclusively in Prakrit. Asoka left behind 30 inscriptions in Prakrit. Even in literature
prakrit came to be used particularly in plays. And prakrit itself consists of different
dialects. There were several other prakrits of lesser importance. By the time of the
Guptas the prakrits were standardized and had lost their local character. The
vernaculars had already developed beyond them. What panini did for Sanskrit
others did dor the Prakrits and they began to resemble more the languages actually
were based on the conventions of dramatic theory and they never represented
popular life. Now did they reflect in any way the linguistic conditions of society.
Some plays are composed exclusively in Prakrit and they are technically called
sttakas. The Karpuramanjari (about 900 A.D.) Rajasekhara depicting love between
man and woman is the most important work of this type.
Continuting the secular aspect of Prakrit language a number of stanzas were written
both on love and maxims. The most remarkable amongst such texts is the Gatha
Saptasati of Hala one of the Satavahana rulers. This book consists of 700 stanzas
about love depicting the varied phases of South Indian rural life. The king probably
ruled in the Ist century A.D. The poems are notable for their consciseness and for
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their great economy of words and masterly use of suggestions. Some poems contain
simple and natural descriptions and references to the lives of peasants and the lower
class. More important is the fact that narrative literature and epic poems are fairly
extensive in Prakrit. The most noteworthy among themare the Brihatkatha of
Gunadhya composed in Paisachi dialect and Setubandha of Pravarasena.
Apart from secular literature prakrit was used for religious literature also like the
Jaina canonical works. It was during the 5th century A.D. that most of the Jaina
canons were written down. In prakrit literature the Jaina writings have very little
literary the poetry of the Jainas is better than prose. Its poetry is written in lively
vernacular style.
Furthermore it is to be stated here that scholars treated Apabhramas as a kind of
Prakrit. It boasts of extensive literature particularly narrative stories. The first writer
to make use of it was Asvaghosa. The others who followed the example were Bhasa
(3rd century A.D.) and later Visakhadatta and kalidasa.
In the Apabhramsa the meter doha was adopted as powerful form of expression of
religious and philosophical thoughts. Both Jaina monks and contemporary writers
of Tantrik Bhddhism utilized this meter. Incidentally stray poems dealing with
morals maxims ethics religious discourses and legenos were commonly written in
Apabhramsa. Among the Jains the columinous texts on the life and activities of
Jaina heroes were written in Apabhramsa. It may be noted here in the end that
Apabhramsa, Sanskrit and Prakrit had a great influence both on Gujarati and Hindi
as late as the 16th century.
Futhermore Prakrit is of linguistic importance since it is illustrative of the linguistic
evolution from Prakrit to Apabhramsa and finally to a new regional language.
Apabhramsa meaning falling down was a corrupt form of Prakrit dialect. It is
believed to have originated in the north-west and traveled from that region along
with the migrant people who scattered and settled incentral and western India after
the Huna invasions. The Prakrit as used by Jains was greatly influenced by
Apabhramsa. It is here that the link between the older and the new languages of
Maharashtri and Gujarati is evident.
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Tamil
Tamil was the oldest spoken literary language of south India that is South of Nilgiris.
Evidence as it is shows that there was a body of literature in Tamil which has had
unbroken development over 20 centuries the first period of that literature is
associated with the sangam ara. Tamil tradition refers of three literary Academic
(Sangams) which met at Madurai. The first was attended by gods and legendary
sages but all its works have perished. Of the second only one survives-Tolkappiyam
the earliest surviving Tamil grammar. Munch of the literary writings of this period
have perished. Legendry and traditional accounts mention the loss of many texts on
the occasion of a deluge. Today's extant body of sangam literature is but a fraction
of a vast literature.
The book Agattiyam presumed to be written by St. Agattiyar is present in small
shreds of sutras here and there as quoted by medieval commentators.
The second well-known work was Tolkappiyam. It was written by Tolkappiyar who
was supposed to be a disciple of Agattiyar along with eleven other scholars. It is a
work on Tamil grammar literature tradition and sociology. Tolkapiyam lays down
grammatical rules governing the literary compositions. This book is the fountain of
all literary conventions in Tamil literature. All later changes and innovations
occurred only under the sanction of permissive clauses incorporated indue places
in that work.
The poets of the third Sangam worte Ettutogai (eight anthologies). These anthologies
contain well over 2,00 poems ascribed to more than 200 authors.
The other major collection of the Sangam works is the pattuppattu of Ten dyle. They
are long poems.
After the period of the eight anthologies Tamil literature reveals the influence of
Sanskrit. It also reveals Jaina influence. The classical work revealing these features
is Tiru Kurral sometimes called the Bible of Tamil land. It consists of series of
metrical proverbs and many aspects of life and religion.
And by the 6th century A.D. Aryan influence had penetrated the whole of Tamil
land. Her kings and chiefs worshipped and supported the gods of Hinduism Jainism
and Buddhism. Tamil poets book to writing long poems which they called by the
Silappadikaram (the Jewelled anklet). A little later oppeared Manimekali attributed
to the poet sattanar of Madurai. This book reveals Buddhist influence.
And the books Silappadikaram and Manimekalai belong to the early centuries of the
Christian ere. They were attributed to Ilango adigal and Sat anar. The former book
has been referred to by king Gajabahu of Ceylon who ruled in the second half of the
second century A.D.
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Manimekalai abounds in fine poetry and its dramatic element is handled with
mastery. Also this book gives us glimpses of the development of fine art in the angam
age.
Probably sattanar the author of Manimekalai was a Buddhist. A good deal of social
and historical information is found in this work just as in silappadikaram. Added to
this book has a peculiar grace which makes it unique in the books of Tamil
literature.
And it is alsoheld by scholars that in the age prior to the imperial pallavas many
Tamil works were written like kural. The chief quality of the Sangam works is their
adherence to standards and literary conventions. Kural by thirulluvar has been
translated into many languages both Indian and foreign.
The end of the Sangam era may be said to herald the birth of a new Tamil literature.
This new age witnessed devotional poetry on Shiva and Vishnu. The age of the
Sangam literature was religious but stranger to the Bhakti cult. The writings of the
Alvars and Nayan are in the later period were quite distinct. Both of them began
some where in the 5th or the 6th century A.D.
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MAHAYANA BUDDHISM
According to tradition three Buddhist Councils were held to resolve the doctrinal
differences among Buddhist leaders. Only regarding the fourth that was held in
Kashmir there is historical evidence. From then nowadays Buddhism came to be
divided into the Mahayana and Hinayana schools. The brahmins and their lay
supporters had by now largely turned away from the older gods. In north-western
India the rule of Greeks. Sakas and Kushans in turn threw open the gates to the
west. It was these new elements that sought a new outlook in Buddhism. Thus the
claim arose that a new Great Vehicles (Mahayana) was found would carry many
souls to salvation.
Mahayana soon became popular in many parts of India as it fitted with the mood of
the times and the needs of many simple people better than did the lesser Vehicle
(Hinayana). The lesser Vehicle remained intact in ceyton and soon in Thailand and
other parts of South-East Asia it became the national religion. Mahayana on the
other hand it self (soon divided by various schisms) was carried by succession of
Indian monks to China and thence to Japan.
Regarding Mahayana's chronological authenticity it is generally held that it
originated around the first century B.C. in Andhra. Soon it was expounded by a
group of Buddhist philosophers. The outstanding among them was nagarjuna. It
was he who conceived the doctrine of the void (Shunyata) meaning that every thing
which is around us is emptiness and whatever we perceive is mere illusion. This
void is in fact the nirvana or end to the cycle of birth and rebirth which every
Buddhist secks.
A new feature of the Manayana Buddhism is the concept of the future Buddha. The
Buddha himself probably taught that he was the last of the long succession of earlier
Buddhas. The carvings on the stupas of Barhut and Sanchi depict crowds of
worshippers before the symbols of the Buddha. A little later sculptors began to carve
images of the Buddha. A little later sculptors began to carve images of the Buddha
himself. Soon the Buddhist sects took to worshipping images. Under the new
(foreign) rulers of north-western India. Zoroastrianism and Buddhism came in
contact and probably through this the idea of future Buddha became part of the
orthodox Buddhists. Thus the cult of Maitreya or the future Buddha was widespread
among al Buddhist sects by the time Menander came to Patliputra.
Romila Thapar holds the view that this aspect of Maitreya Buddha had its origin out
side India. The Maitreya Buddha saves the world. This idea is further linked to the
concept of the suffering saviour of the Bodhisattva who redeems humanity through
his own suffering. In these twin concepts we clearly see the beliefs that were current
in Palestine of the day. These belief reappear in later day Christianity as Jesus
Christ the son of God, who was born to redeem the suffering of man and the future
promise of second coming.
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The concept of the Maitreya Buddha came to be linked with the older conception of
Buddhism, the previous incarnations of Buddha known as Bodhisattavas. The
Bodhisattava concept reached its consummation with the final birth of Gautama in
the Sakyas. However as Maitreya and other unnamed Buddhas after him are yet to
come there must be Bodhisattavas existing in the universe. These Bodhisattavas
might be adored and prayed with out any misgiving. Thus the Bodhisattava doctrine
believed in theheavens filled with mighty forces of goodness and presented
Buddhism with a new my theology. It was this development that constituted the hall
mark of Mahayana the Great vehicle.
The universe of the Great vehicle contains numerous Bodhisattava. The chief of
them from the earthly point of view is avalokitesvara padmapani. His special
attribute is compassion. Vajrapani a sterner Bodhisattava is the for of sin and evil.
The great Maitreya the future Buddha is worshipped as Bodhisattava. Every thing
from the humblest worm onwards is in a sense a Bodhisattava since all beings will
attain nirvana and become the Buddha.

The great Vehicle was not content with creating this pantheon of noble and
beneficent Bodhisattavas. It was claimed that Gautam Buddha was not a mere man
but the earthly expression of a mighty spiritual being. The Buddha's Body of bliss
is the presiding deity on the most important Mahayana heaven Sukhavati where the
are reborn in the buds of lotuses which rise from a lively lake before the Buddha's
throne. This divine Buddha is usually called Amitabha or Amitayus. He too shares
the compassion of the Bodhisattava.
The Mahayana sect produced soon new versions of the Pitakas of scriptural texts of
Buddhism they are all writings in Samskrit which became the official language of
Mahayana. Many of these texts are ostensibly sermons of the Buddha.
The new Buddhist philosophical school of Mahayana came into existence during the
200 B.C. 300 A.D. period. Asvaghosha's name is associated with the school. Some
of his famous works contain the philosophy of Mahayana. The book called
Sraddhotpada-Sastra is attributed to him.
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Mahayana doctrine has two philosophical schools Madhamika and Yogachara. For
quite some time Buddhism began to slowly develop into a theistic religion with the
Buddha as the object of the cult. Exponents of the Madhyamika were Nagarjuna
and his disciple Aryadeva. It was with Nagarjuna that Mahayana developed its own
system of philosophy. Later aryadeva write a commentary on the work. It appears
from evidence that the Satavahanas were great patrons of Buddhism.
The philosophy of Madhyamika is commonly characterized as Sunyavada-the
philosophy of relativism. According to this the phenomenal world is a mere illusion
from the view-point of ultimate truth.
The second school called Yogachara is of later origin two brothers Asanga and
Vasubandhu are generally believed to have been the first exponents of this system.
This school also formulates two kinds of Truths-the Ultimate and the Relative and
looks upon phenomenal world as an illustion. It asserts however that this illusion
is mental illusion and therefore considers consciousness as real.
There is nothing strange about the emergence of Mahayana. The earlier form of
Buddhism was rather arid unlike the Mahayana. The Mahayana requires us to take
part in the world and evolve new social and religious ideals. The Mahayana happens
to be more emotional and filling than Hinayana which reduces Nirvana and ethical
life to great aridity.
The Mahayana Buddhism is theistic similar to the theistic beliefs of Shaivism and
Vaishnavism preaching loving devotion to personal God whom the devotee loves with
all his heart and easy spontaneous grace. On the metaphysical side it led to a school
of thought similar to the conception of an absolute with regard to which all
determination would prove to be negation. Reason and language only applied to
finite and nothing can be said of the infinite.
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THEISTIC CULTS
The notion of personal God with whom most intimate relations could be established
by the devotee is the focus of theistic religions consciousness. The deities Vishnu
and Shiva come to the fore front while Brahma the creator is thrust into the
background. In the middle ages the doctrines of the Vaishnavities acquired a
philosophy.
Buddhism may have influenced the new form of piety - the Bodhisattava looking
down in love and pity and helping the creation was probably earlier than any
comparable idea in Hinduism. The sect of the Bhagavatas worshippers of Vasudeva
was active at least a century before Christ.
The emergence of clear cut theism of Hinduism is to be found in the two epics the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata. Both Rama and Krishna are treated as the
incarnations of Vishnu the benignant and merciful God. He is not the God of mercy
but also the God of Beauty. Rama is the Dharmaraja. The idea of God the Beautiful
the Captivator of hearts finds its acme in the Bhagavata purana.

In the religious philosophy of the Mahabharata we observe the gradual relaxation of
the idea of the non-duality. Dualism is inevitable for the generation of bhakti by the
loving devotion to God. Yoga which originally meant physicopsychological discipline
leading to the stillness of mental activities now becomes a method of sitting one self
enrapport with the divine who is the Inner Ruler Immortal both in the soul of man
and in the universe outside of him. Thus Yoga becomes a way of life a method of
communion with God but is not however a great repression of desires or the forcible
expulsion of disturbing thoughts.
The new aspects of this theistic religion are love and grace reconciliation of the
immense and transcendence of God and finally the view that the path of deliverance
lies through heart's devotion rather than through laborious travail of cerebration.
Bhakti there fore is an easier path of deliverance than jnana saivism too developed
a theology adapted to devotion and literature. Tamil saivism teaches the reality of
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the three categories God souls and matter. In salvation the soul is united but not
identified with the deity. Tamil saivism thus does further in the direction of dualism
than the qualified monism and Ramanuja.
The theist concept of Vishnu and Shiva have the common content of Bhakti element.
Both are more dvaitic than advaitic. The Bhagwad Gita shows wonderful confluence
of currents of philosophic and religious thoughts. The Gita clearly shows that there
is compelling need for a personal God.

THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com

GAUTAM SINGH

UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – INDIAN HISTORY

0 7830294949

BHAGVATISM
Talking of Bhagvatism it had a very peculiar birth. The inroads of a large number of
foreigners in the wake of the disappearance of the Mauryan Empire was a cultural
shock to Aryanism. Quite a number of foreigners took to Buddhism as it was a
simple doctrine unlike Minduism. Exceptionally as a few foreigners started believing
inow exactly this came into existence is not known. This cult gradually caught on
and in course of time came to be transformed into the Vasudeva Krishna cult of the
Gupta period. This stage in the development of Bhagvatism is controversial. Some
opine that the Bhagavata cult of the north-west got merged with the Krishna cult of
the Abhiras in the Mathura area.
The one chief attribute of this religious perception is devotion or love towards god
known as the Dionysian perspective in the west. This feature was not at all
prominent in the then Aryanism of Hinduism. The predominant feature of Aryanism
was the Apollonian perspective but not the Dionysian.
To begin with it is not clear on how this off shoot of Hinduism came about but in
course of time it came to be blended with the traditional Aryanism or brahminism.
As a matter of fact the Vasudeva-Krishna cult belongs to the epic the Mahabharata
and thereby forms one of the bases of Hindu religious consciousness even till today.

NEED OF BHAGVATISM
1. Brahmanism had become an essentially intellectual doctrine. It ignored the right
of heart. The fundamental principles which Brahmanism taught were impersonal
and speculative. It became too dogmatic orthodox violent ritualistic formal and too
rigid to be pursued. The people who were always in need of an ethical and emotional
cult in which it was possible to find both satisfaction of the heart and moral
guidance understood no thing of it. It was in these circumstances that the movement
Bhakti devotion blended with love of God found a favorable atmosphere.
2. These was the need of popular hero who could be made the rallying center to
counter-act the mighty influence of the heterodox or heretical sects which
challenged Brahmanism in the 6th century B.C.
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3. Then there was the need of the absorption or assimilation of new ethnic groups,
tribal groups and foreigners, and bringing back of these, if possible, who were then
known as sramans, sanyasia, parivrajaka or yogi into the Aryan fold.
4. Secure revived respect of and confirmation to varnashramandharma in order to
establish social law or ensure systematic functioning of society which would ensure
its well-being.

ESSENCE OF BHAGATISM
Bhagvatism believes in : action performed attached to its fruit is fetter causing
endless of briths while nishakama karma is release and true renunciation, selfless,
loving pursuit of personal God is true bhakti which inspires selfless action and
service, pursuit of one's varnasharma-dharma i.e. social obligations is one's true
dharma, God incarnates Himself from time to time in human or any other form in
order to uphold dharma and wipe out sin; and every human being has a right to
achiev moksha provided he finds shelter in God.

CAUSES OF POPULARITY
Significantly the cult of Vasudeva-Krishna spread rapidly and became most popular.
Reason being, Krishna, satisfied all human urges and emotions as son (of Devaki
and Yashoda as conwerd (protecting cows much venerated both by the Aryans and
the non-Aryanas), as human or divine lover (of gopis and young women), as saviour
(of the oppressed by killing his maternal uncle Kansa and demons, of the nonAryans by hcallenging the Vedic God Indra, of the women by saving Draupadi's
honour) as ambassador (playing this role for the Pandavas), as charioteer (by driving
Ajruya's rath) as preacher (upadesha in Kurukshetra), as dvarapala (gatekeeper and
receptionist when the Pandavas conducted the Yajna) as the lover of tradition (his
presence at the time of the conduct of sacrifices) as friend (of the poor, the cowherds
and Sudama), as lover of music (playing flute), as just kind (of Dwarka) and by his
emphasis on a combined pursuit of Inana, karma and bhakti made brahminical
religion more flexible and more easily acceptable. It was this tradition which cound
and did attract foreign mlecchas and which transformed Brahmanism into
Hinduism.
To sum up, Krishna probably even more popular than Rama, is a divinity of a rare
completeness and catholicity, meeting almost every human need. As the divine child
he satisfies the war maternal drives of Indian womehood. As the divine lover, he
provides romantic wish-fulfillment in a society still little tightly controlled by ancient
norms of sexual relations. As charioteer of the hero Arjuna on the battle filed of
Kurkshetra, he is the helper of all those who turn to him and even saving the sinner
from evil of rebirths if the has sufficient faith in the Lord.
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SAIVISM
A. The worhisp of Shiva or Rudra goes back to the Harappan and Vedic times. In
the Yajurveda we have the shatarudriya. The Taittinriya tells us that the whole
universe is the manisfestation of Rudra. Some of the Upanishads, the
Mahabharata and some Puranas glorify Siva or Rudra. The sacred literature of the
Shaivas is called Shaivagama. Shrikantha places it side byside with the Vedas.
Madhavacharya refers to the four schools of Shaivism - Nakulishapashupata,
Shaiva, Pratyabhijna, (Kashmir Shaivism) and Raseshvara. Besides these we find
mention of two more sects, Kapalike and Kalamukha, in Yamuna's
Agamapramanya. Shaivism of the 'Shaiva' type is further divided into Vira
Shaivism or or Shakti vishistadvaita and Shaiva Siddhanta. The former is also
known as Lingayata or Satsthala. Shaiva Siddhanta is the representative of the
Southern Shaivism and Pratayabhijna or Kashmira Shaivism is the representative
of the Northern Shaivism.
B. It is certain that saivism and Vaisnavism developed almost simultaneously and
have complementary references to eachother. Siva worship is referred to in the Tamil
epics silapadikarna and mamimekhalai. The anthropomorphic as well as the Phallic
figures of Siva are found in early art. The Mathura sculpture of the late Kushan
period shows four faces of Siva carved on four shafts joined together. Coins of Sakas,
Parthians and the Kushan rulers depict Siva in the human form relining on the
sacred bull, the Nandi. The God Siva is mentioned by different names in the
literature namely Ishwara, Mahadeva, Mahesvra, Shankara, Januardha, bholenath.
(Shakti) ie.e Parvati his sons Skanda i.e. Kartikeya the Bull, the Moon, The Ganges,
Snakes, the tiger, the trishul are also worshipped. Saivism was patronized by
Shashank of Bengal, the Matiraka of Valvavi, besides these dynasty almost all
dynasties of India including the Rajputas practiced the cult of Shiva.

Pasupata Sect :
Pasupatas, worshipped siva in the temples. This sect included asetics or Bairagies
who besmeared their bodies with ashes as well as householders.
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The Pasupati Doctrine: was dualistic in character. Pasu the invidindual soul was
eternally existing with Pati, the supreme soul, and the attainment of Danhkhanta
(cessation of misery) by the former was through the performance of Yoga and Vidhi.
The Vidhi or means consisted mainly of various apparently senseless and unsocial
acts. D.

Saiva Movement in the South:
Nayanars and Acaryas. The Saiva movement in the south, like the Vaishnava,
flourished at the beginning through the activities of many. Of the 63 saints known
as Narayanars. (Sivabhaktas). Their appealing emotional songs in Tamil were
called, Tevaram stotras, also known as Bravida Veda and ceremonially sung in the
local Siva temples. The Nayanaras hailed from all castes, the Brahamana Tiru
Janasabandhar having the greatest respect for this much older contemporary,
Tirunavukkarasu (Appr), another Siva bhakta ofa low caste Manikkavasagar,
though not included in the list of the 63 Nayanars was also a great Saiva devotee,
and his Tamil work Tiruvasagam is one of the best devitional poesm of India.
The emotional Siva-bhakti success preached by the Nayanars and other Saiva saints
was supplemented on the doctrinal side by a large number of Saiva intellectuals
whose names were associated with several forms of Saiva movements like
Agamanta, Saiva-Siddhnata and Vira-Saivism. E. The Agamantins based tehets
mainly on the 28 Agamas said to have been composed by the various aspects of Siva
himself. The philosophy of this school was dualistic or pluralistic and one of its
ablest exponents Aghora Sivacarya belonged to the 12th century AD. F.

Saiva-Siddhanta.
The Saiva-Siddhanta upheld Visitadavitavada and great expounder Srikatha
Sivacharya appears to have been influenced by Ramaniya (13th century AD).

Pasupata Sect :
Pasupatas, worshipped siva in the temples. This sect included asetics or Bairagies
who besmeared their bodies with ashes as well as householders.
The Pasupati Doctrine: was dualistic in character. Pasu the invidindual soul was
eternally existing with Pati, the supreme soul, and the attainment of Danhkhanta
(cessation of misery) by the former was through the performance of Yoga and Vidhi.
The Vidhi or means consisted mainly of various apparently senseless and unsocial
acts. D.
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Nayanars and Acaryas. The Saiva movement in the south, like the Vaishnava,
flourished at the beginning through the activities of many. Of the 63 saints known
as Narayanars. (Sivabhaktas). Their appealing emotional songs in Tamil were
called, Tevaram stotras, also known as Bravida Veda and ceremonially sung in the
local Siva temples. The Nayanaras hailed from all castes, the Brahamana Tiru
Janasabandhar having the greatest respect for this much older contemporary,
Tirunavukkarasu (Appr), another Siva bhakta ofa low caste Manikkavasagar,
though not included in the list of the 63 Nayanars was also a great Saiva devotee,
and his Tamil work Tiruvasagam is one of the best devitional poesm of India.
The emotional Siva-bhakti success preached by the Nayanars and other Saiva saints
was supplemented on the doctrinal side by a large number of Saiva intellectuals
whose names were associated with several forms of Saiva movements like
Agamanta, Saiva-Siddhnata and Vira-Saivism. E. The Agamantins based tehets
mainly on the 28 Agamas said to have been composed by the various aspects of Siva
himself. The philosophy of this school was dualistic or pluralistic and one of its
ablest exponents Aghora Sivacarya belonged to the 12th century AD. F.

Saiva-Siddhanta.
The Saiva-Siddhanta upheld Visitadavitavada and great expounder Srikatha
Sivacharya appears to have been influenced by Ramaniya (13th century AD).

Virasaiva or Lingayat Saivism
1. The Virasaiva or Lingayata movement was developed by Basava a minister of
the Chalukya king Bijjala Raya of Kalyana (1157-68 AD). There is every reason to
believe that it came into existence one or two centuries earlier through the
activities of some Brahmana Saiva reformers. Basava used his political power and
position in furthering the cause of this movement which was as much a social
reform as a religious one. In the tenets of this school Visistadvaitavada played an
important part.
2. Virasaivism means the Saivism of the stalwarts or heroic Saivism. The name
serves to distinguish the Virasaivas from the three other classes of Saivas viz the
samanya misra and the Suddha-Saivas. The first two the these classes worship siva
alone. The Linga they wear on their person distinguishes the Virasaivas from the
Suddhasaivas. Hence the name 'Lingayats' is also applied to them and the cult itself
is called Lingayata.
3. The Virasaivas philosophy is called Saktivisistadvait a term which means the nonduality of God (viz, Parasiva) as qualified by power or sakti. There isno duality
between the soul and the Lord God and soul are in an inseparable union through
the inalienable power called Sakti.
4. As in the other systems of saivism, so in Virasaivism para Siva is the supreme
reality theon Absolute without a second. He is of the nature of existence (sat)
intelligence (chit) and blises (ananda). Sakti is the power which cternally resides in
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Parama-Siva as his inseparable attribute. It is the ultimate creative principal mulaprakriti or maya which evolves itself into thephenomenal univers.
5. The final goal of the soul is conceived in the Virasaiva system as aikya or unity
with para-siva the supreme reality. The soul in union with Siva enjoys unexcellable
bliss. This final state of experience is technically called linganga-samarasya i.e.
identity in essence between Linga (Siva) and anga (soul).
6. The three terms most of ten used in Virasaiva writings are Guru, Jangama and
Lihga. The guru is the preceptor who imparts to the aspirant spiritual knowledge
the Jangama is the realized soul and the Linga is the Deity Siva.
7. Virasaivism teaches eight rules to be observed which are called ashtavarans.
(1) obedience to a guru
(2) worship of a linga
(3) reverence for the Jangama as for an incarnation of Siva
(4) smearing of ashes (Vibhuti) made of cowdung
(5) wearing of a rosary of rudraksha beads
(6) padodaka sipping the water in which the feet of a guru of jangama have been
bathed
(7) prasada offering food to a guru linga or jangama and partaking sacramentally
of what is left and
(8) panchakshara uttering the five syllabled formula namah sivaya at the diksha
ceremony these eight modes of piety are taught to every Lingayat child.
(9). The lingayats do not concern themselves with the worship of Siva in public
temples. Some of the other peculiarities of the sect which are in the nature of
reforms are the following the following the diksha ceremony which takes the place
of upanayana is performed in the case of girls also and the women too have to wear
the Linga like men. The widows are allowed to marry and women are not considered
to be polluted during their monthly periods. The Lingayats dispense with the rite of
offering oblations in fire and instead of the Brahma-gayatri they make use of the
Siva-gayatri. The reformist zeal of the Lingayat teachers and the spiritual fervour of
the Vachana-writers combined in making Virasaivism the most popular faith in the
kannada country.
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Kashmir Saivism
1. Kashmir Saivism traced to the Siva-sutras whose authorship is attributed to
Siva himself. The Sutras are said to have been revealed to a sage by name
Vasugupta who lived towards the end of the eight or the beginning of the nineth
century AD. A succession of talented exponents of the system followed Vasugupta.
Kallata who was Vasugupta's chosen pupil wrote among other works Spandasarvasva in which he explained the meaning of the Siva-Sutras as taught by his
master. Somananda the author of Siva-dristi and a vritti thoreon was probably
another pupil of Vasugupta.
2. Kashmir seivism advocated a kind of monism or non-dualism. The names by
which the system is known are Trika, Spanda and Pratyabhina. The name Trika
primarily refers to the triple principle with which the system deals viz Siva-saktianu or pati-pasa-pasu. Though the other schools of saivism also accept these three
categories Kashmir saivism regards the individual soul and the world as essentially
identical with Siva and so the three according to it are reducible to one. The term
Spanda indicates the principle of apparent movement of change from the state of
absolute unity to the plurality of the world. And the expression Pratyabhija which
means recognition refers to the way of realizing the soul's identity with Siva.

3. The Ultimate reality in Kashmir Saivism as in every school of Saiva philosophy is
Sambhu or Siva the supreme God. Siva is the Atman the self of all beings immutable
and ever perfect. He is pure consciousness (chaitanya) absolute experience (para
samviti) supreme lord (paramesvara). He is the ground of all existence the substrate
of all beings. He is called anuttara the reality beyond which there is nothing.
4. Sakti (power) is Siva's creative energy and is spoken of as his femine aspect. Siva
in his aspects as Sakti manifests himself as the univorse. That is there is nothing
other than siva. If the universe appears as if different such appearance is a delusion.
5. The supreme aim of the Partyabhij a system is to enable the individual soul to
find its salvation. The salvation consists in the soul's recognition of its identity with
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the Ultimate reality. As bondage is the result of ignorance release is to be attained
through knowledgs.
H. Kashmir Saivism
1. Kashmir Saivism traced to the Siva-sutras whose authorship is attributed to Siva
himself. The Sutras are said to have been revealed to a sage by name Vasugupta
who lived towards the end of the eight or the beginning of the nineth century AD. A
succession of talented exponents of the system followed Vasugupta. Kallata who
was Vasugupta's chosen pupil wrote among other works Spanda-sarvasva in which
he explained the meaning of the Siva-Sutras as taught by his master. Somananda
the author of Siva-dristi and a vritti thoreon was probably another pupil of
Vasugupta.
2. Kashmir seivism advocated a kind of monism or non-dualism. The names by
which the system is known are Trika, Spanda and Pratyabhina. The name Trika
primarily refers to the triple principle with which the system deals viz Siva-saktianu or pati-pasa-pasu. Though the other schools of saivism also accept these three
categories Kashmir saivism regards the individual soul and the world as essentially
identical with Siva and so the three according to it are reducible to one. The term
Spanda indicates the principle of apparent movement of change from the state of
absolute unity to the plurality of the world. And the expression Pratyabhija which
means recognition refers to the way of realizing the soul's identity with Siva.
3. The Ultimate reality in Kashmir Saivism as in every school of Saiva philosophy is
Sambhu or Siva the supreme God. Siva is the Atman the self of all beings immutable
and ever perfect. He is pure consciousness (chaitanya) absolute experience (para
samviti) supreme lord (paramesvara). He is the ground of all existence the substrate
of all beings. He is called anuttara the reality beyond which there is nothing.
4. Sakti (power) is Siva's creative energy and is spoken of as his femine aspect. Siva
in his aspects as Sakti manifests himself as the univorse. That is there is nothing
other than siva. If the universe appears as if different such appearance is a delusion.
5. The supreme aim of the Partyabhij a system is to enable the individual soul to
find its salvation. The salvation consists in the soul's recognition of its identity with
the Ultimate reality. As bondage is the result of ignorance release is to be attained
through knowledgs.
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Kapala and Kalamukha Sects
The Kapalas and Kalamukhas are two distinct sects though they were of ten
confused with one another. According to Ramanuja the Kapalikas (members of
Kapala sect) maintained that a man who was advanced in their doctrine could attain
the highest bliss by concentrating his mind on the soul seated on the female organ.
They owrshipped Bhairava the great God and attributed great virtue and occult
powers to drinking wine and eating disgusting substances as food. They performed
human sacrifices and bolived that by the practice of Yaga they could achieve
miraculous powers of speedy movement. The Kalamukhas held that happiness in
this world and salvation in the next could be attained by such practices as (1) eating
food in a human skull (2) besmearing the body with the ashes of the dead and also
eating those ashes (3) worshipping the God as seated in a pot of wine and (4) holding
a club. Men of other castes could become Brahmanas by performance of certain
rites and one who under took the vow of a kapala became a holy saint.

The religious devotion of these outlandish sects was reserved for the horrid God
Bhairava with his wife Chandika wearing a garland of human skulla and requiring
human sacrifices and offering of wine for his propitiation.
They must have been in vogue from fairly early times and their origin may be traced
to the terrible form and conception of Rudra. What is however significant is heir
philosophical aspects of Saivism.
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MARUYAN ART
In the Mauryan period stone culture dramatically emerged as the principal medium
of Indian artist. Some evidence is put forward by John Irwin that Ashokan columns
may be the culmination of the ancient pre-buddhist religious tradition in India of a
cult of one cosmis pillar of axis mundi.
To say that a school of art fully matured and created lasting monuments in stone
suddenly appeared is not believable. In all likelihood it could have been anilines
importation. In particular the city of persppolis of the Achaemenids influenced
Mauryan sculpture and architecture.

The finest examples are those of Ashoka particularly his monolithic pillars. Each
pillar consists of one piece of stone supporing a capital made of another single piece
of stone. The stone is highly polished and gracefully proportioned while the polish
was lustrous. Even this polish pales into insignificance before the high artistic
merits of the figures that exhibit realistic modeling. The four lions on the Sarnath
pillars and the smaller figures of animals in relief of the abacus exhibit remarkable
beauty and vitour. The jewellery of the Mauryan period also exhibits a high degree
of technical skill and proficiency.
The inscriptions of Ashoka were placed either in sacred enclosures or in the vicinity
of towns. The most commonly found remains are the animal capitals of the pillars.
They were generally cut from a single block of stone and stood in an enclosure,
which was regarded as sacred.
Stones from the regions of Mathura and Chunar near Benaras were carried to
different parts of the empire because of improvement in communications. Not only
stones were sent but even craftsman accompanied them. The uniformity of style in
the pillar capitals suggests that they were all sculpted by craftsmen of the same
region. Only at Taxila, possibly the local craftsmen were employed.
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Apart from the monolithic pillars, Ashoka built a large number of Stupas. Traditions
puts their number as 84,000. Some of them were later enlarged and enclosed.
Possibly the Stupa and Sanchi dates back to Ashoka. According to Sir John
Marshall the oringinal birck stupa built by Ashoka was probably of more than half
the present dimension. The present railing also replaced the older and smaller one.
A few Mauryan figure sculpture have come to light - identifiable by the Mauryan
polished surface. Two headless metal torsos have been found at a site near modern
Patna. They are the earliest known sculptures of Jain Tirthankaras.
Perhaps the figures of Yakshi and Yaksha found at Didarganj and Patna respectively
belong to the Mauryan period. These figures seem to be emerging into reality from
a melting volume of stone. They have smooth glossy faces, but they have
meticulously carved details of of jewels and fabrics. Some scholars think that they
were the best of Mauryan products.
The last Mauryan / Sunga figure is that of the eight feet high image fouind at
Parkham near Mathura. It is made out of cream sandstone. A bolt from Rampurva
(2 feet in length and barrel shaped) is an excellent specimen of the copper-smiths'
art.
A more important heritage of the Mauyas are the caves built out of Barbar caves.
They were built for the Ajivika sect by Asoka. They are 19 miles away from Bodh
Gaya. Smith records the art of of polishing hard stone was carried to such perfection
that it is said to have become a lost art beyond modern powers. The two sites of
Barabar caves are polished like glass mirrors. The two widely know wood-imitating
chambers are the Lomas Rishi and Sudama caves. The details of these caves show
a clear influence of wooden architecture. These rock-cut chambers mark the
beginning of great tradition which would spent more than 1000 year in the history
of Indian Art.
The earliest examples of the rock-cut method like some aspect of the Lomas Rishi
caves in Barabar show that they were faithful copies of the stone structure of wood
and thatch. The use of bamboo in roof construction is to be seen in the Gopi cave
during the reign of Dasaratha.
Contemporary Greek writers refer magnificent halls in the capital city of Patliputara
and regard them as the fines and grandest in the world. All of them have perished
but in recent times axcavations have laid bare their ruins. The excant of
architectural remains consists mainly of the rock-cut chaitya halls in Barabar halsls
and the neighboring localities in the Bihar Sub-division of Patna district. Althouth
the caves were excavated from hardest rocks they are polished like glass.
Terracota objects of various sizes have been found at Mauryan sties. The tradition
of making mother-goddesses in clay, going back to the prehistoric period is revealed
by the discovery of these objects at Mauryan levelsat Ahicchatra. Many have stylized
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forms but technically they are most accomplished in the sense they have well
defined shapes and clear ornamentation.
Also, a large number of terracotta's have been found near Taxila consisting of
primitive idols, votive reliefs with deities, toys, dice, ornaments and beeds. Toys were
mostly wild animals, the elephant being a particular favorite.
Despite the extraordinary creations in the field of art and intriguing questions
remains. The artist of Ashoka must have relied on a long history of artistic
traditions. How is it then that we came explain the almost total absence of specimen
of Indian art before 250 B.C. ? we have to wait for this answer to be provided by
archaeologists. So far, there is no evidence that the art tradition of the Indus valley
had any kind of impact on the Mauryan achievements. Indian artist of the PreMauryan period possibly worked both on stone and wood. The stone art effects have
not been excavated so far. We many suppose Indians first began to work on stones
during the Mauryan period. The results of their endeavor to change from wood to
stone are seen in the crude inferior pillars of Ashoka, while those which are excellent
and highly finished were the works of foreign artists employed by the great emperor.
According to this theory this trend continued long after Ashoka until a full-fledged
Indian art was developed under the imperil Guptas.
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GANDHARA-MATHURA SCHOOL
Architecture in association with sculpture enjoyed the liberal patronage of
Kanishka. The style of this age is known as the Gnadhara. The forms of Greek art
were applied to Buddhist subjects with reasonable amount of success. Images of
the Buddha appeared in the likeness of Apollo and Yaksha Kubera in the fashion
of Zeus of the Greeks figures. The drapery follows the Hellenistic models. This
particulars style was later transmitted to the Far-East through Chinese Turkista.
The figure of the Buddha in Chiana and Japan reveal distinct traces of the
Hellenistic modes of vogue at the court of Kanishka. Excavatations in the Kotan
(Chinese Turkestan) prove that it was the meeting place of four civilization - Greek,
Indian Iranian and Chinese.

The Kushan dynasty reached its apex-during the days of Kanishka, who ruled over
a flourishing nation strategically located to control to gates to the rice network of
trade crossing Asia. He even sent to an envoy to the Emperor Trajan in Rome.
Kanishka coins also reveal his desire to live harmoniously with various people and
religions within his domain and beyond it. The elaborate parathion struck on the
face of his coins illustrates particularly the various religions, practised beyond
Gandhara-deities of Persia and Gods of Rome, Alaxandria and the Hellanised orient
and finally Shiva and Skand Kumar representing brahminical India. The most
remarkable image appeared on a gold coin of Kanishka with standing figure of the
Buddha.
The Gandhara sculptures have been found in the ruins of Taxila and in various
ancient sites in Afganishtan and in West Pakistan. They consist mostly of the images
of the Buddha and relief sculptures presenting scenes from Buddhist texts. A
number of Bodhisatava figures were carved out. A figure of Gandhara shows the
first sermon in the deer park and the death of the Buddha. In all these figures there
is a realistic treatment of the body although it is draped. In these sculptures there
is a tendency to mould the human body in a realistic manner paying great attention
to accuracy and physical details particularly in the presentation of muscles,
moustaches, etc. Also the representation of the thick bold fold lines forms a distinct
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characteristic. Thus the Gandhara sculptures offer a striking contrast to what has
been discovered elsewhere in India.
The Gandhara art primarily depicted the Buddhist themes. The mother of the
Buddha resembles an Anthenian matron. Apollo-like face went into the making of a
Buddhist scene. Perhaps one of the loveliest Gandhara sculptures reflecting a
western subject is the figure of Athena of Rome at Lahore. This sculpture is made
out of blue-grave schist, which is found only in Gandhara. Although the technique
of Gandhara was essentially borrowed from Greece this particular art is essentially
Indian in spirit. It was employed to give expression to the beliefs and practices of
Bhddhists. Except for a few exceptions no Greek art motif ahs been detected in the
extanct specimens. The Gandhara artist had the hand of a Greek, but the heart of
an India.
There are large Gandhara stupas and monasteries survived as ruins at Guldara in
Afganishta. Later a votive stupa from loriyaan Tangai in Gandhara has been found.
If this is treated as the model of stupa in Gandhara, the stupa has undergone great
changes form great stupa at Sanchi with its dome structure. It Gandhara the dome
grew taller while the square railing at its summit was enlarged and elaborated.
The greatest of all gandhara stupas as the one erected by Kanishka outside the gates
of modern Peshawar. Here also the stupa had not survived but a reliquary
(receptacle for relics) of Kanishka have been found. One more such beliquary has
been found at Bimaran in Afganishtan.
This particular kind of Gandhara style continued at least till the 8th century. It was
along with Caravan route joning Taxila with Bactria that one of the greatest
monastic centers of Buddhism flourished. It is the Bamiyan valley. The paintings in
the valley reveal the motives adopted from Sassanian fabric designs. The most
spectacular creation carved from the cliffs at Bamiyan are two colossal standing
figures of the Buddha, the largest of them began as high as 175 ft. in its stone niche.
It was finished with lime plaster. The image reflects the Gupta style of early fifth
century. Above the figure's head are fragments of painting resembling those created
by Gupta Buddhists at Ajanta.
Stucco was a popular technique in Gandhara art. A large number of monasteries of
Afganishtan are decorated with stucco images. Also terracotta was used particularly
among those who could not afford stone sculpture. Terracotta figures were also used
as decorations in homes and as toys. All these provide interesting glimpses of the
dresses and fashions of the time.
Another revealing features is the presence of the images of Mother Goddess as the
worship of this goddess remain an essential religious expression of the ordinary
people. Buddhism, too came to be associated with fertility cult and other popular
religious cults. This association in evident from the symbolic importance of the
stupa and the brackets with female figures as to be seen at Sanchi. As a matter of
fact, these figures are sophisticated version of Mother Goddess images.
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Apart from Gandhara sculpture appeared at Sarnath near Benaras. Mathura on the
Yamuna and 'Amravati' and in Andhara Pradesh. They all offer many examples of
excellent sculpture. Each of them has a distinct style. The most well-known are the
elaborate base relief from Amravati. Over many years this form was pursued. Most
of it was probably execute in Huvishka reign.
Simultaneously with the appearance of Buddha icon in Gandhara Buddha portrait
based upon Yaksha model began to be created in the southern worship or Mathura.
This place was a religious center even before the arrival of the Kushans. Under
standably the Jains continued their activities along with those of the Buddhists in
the Kushan and Gupta periods. Some scholars believe that the Mathura worship
created a Buddha icon at least as early as Gandhara. Close to Mathura is a
sanctuary consisting of stone figures of Kushan rulers and deities. Only mutilated
aculptures are recovered. They are carved from sikri sand-stone which is red mottle
with cream spots. Two great fragmentary protrains are of king Vima Kadphises and
standing king Kanishka. The garments worn by the Kushans can be know from
these two pieces.
Apart from creating the Buddha figures in the form of Bodhisattva the Mathura
school did produce the master-piece of Buddha in the mid 2nd century. It is carved
from the local sand-stone and it is a sitting figure. Unlike the majority of statis
Buddhas of Gandhara wropped in the toga-like sanghatis this Buddha of a warmer
clime is dressed as a true Indian wearing transparent muslim garments. Such like
transparent textile being shown in a distinctive Mathura feature.
Some hold the view that the Buddha image was evolved independently both at
Mathura and Gandhara since there is a striking difference between the two. The
Gandhara school laid stress on accuracy of an actomical details and physical
beatury while that of Mathura strove to impart sublime and spiritual impression to
the figures. The first was realistic and the other idealistic.
Others hold the view that the Hellenistic artists of Gandhara are the earliest
iconographers while others attributed to the sculptures of Mathura. However, it is
generally held that sculptures made by the former have been reckoned as those
belonging to the gandhara school, while those made by the latter have bee ascribed
to the Mathura school. It is probably that images came to the made and almost
simultaneously by both the schools. For the sculpturala and iconographic features
of their products differ in essential details.
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Other Schools of Mauryan Period
Talking of other schools, Amravati school is the foremost. Its sculptures shows a
mastery of stone sculpture. The monuments at Jaggayyapeta, Nagarjuna-konds and
Amaravati are a classes by themselves. The Andhra sculpture is generally known as
Amaravati schools. The stupas at Amaravati were made of a distinctive while green
marble probably it was began about the time of Christ, and received its final carved
faces and railings from about 150 A.D. to 200 A.D.
The nature art of Amaravati region is one of India's major and district styles. A great
number of graceful and elongated figures on the reliefs imbue a sense of life and
action that is unique in Indian art, not only that each figures is animated by an
internal vitality, the quality of the surface further enhances the action of having a
gluid quality reminding one of water-worn pebbles.

One of the great stupa railing (probably of the 3rd century A.D.) show the Buddha
in Human form subduing a maddened elephant which had been sent by his jealous
cousin, Devadatta, to attack him.
In the field of sculpture a round figure appears belonging to the 3rd century of A.D.
It has a sure certain modulation of the flowing sculptural volume and illusion of life,
both hallmarks of the late Amaravati school.
All the railings of the Amaravati stupa are made out of marble while the dome itself
is covered with slabs of the same material. Unfortunately, the entire stupa is in
ruins. Fragments of its railings have been partly taken to the British Museum. The
sculptures of the stupa are quite different in style from those of northern India. The
figures of Amaravati have slim blithe features and they are represented in most
difficult poses and curves. However, as the scenes are mostly over-crowded, the
general effect is not very pleasing, Indeed one characteristic and Amaravati is not
disputed. The technical excellence of sculptures in caving plants and flowers,
particularly the lotuses at Amaravati are most admirably represented in this school.
The Buddha is mostly represented by symbols.
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It is only recently excavations have revealed art works at Nagarjunakonda. Slabs of
limestone illustate scenes from the Buddha's life.
Although the period under review is not known for architecture, there came into
existence beautiful temples and monasteries. The famous tower of Kanishka of
Peshawar was one of the wonders of Asia. Unfortunately, no trace has been left
behind.
There is only one class of buildings which merit some attention and they are the
caves hewn out of solid rocks. The caves of the Ashokan period were plan chambers.
But the caves of this period are adorned with pillars and sculptures. Some were
used as Chaityas or halls of worship. There are many such chaitya caves at Nashik,
Bhoja, Bedsa, and Karle. The last one if regarded as the finest specimen because of
the beauty of the sculptures on the front wall. The chaitya of Karle is the most
impressive specimen of massive rock architecture. Monasteries or Viaharas were
excavated near the chaityas. We have three viharas of this kind at Nasik.
Apart from these caves we know of several free standing pillars as the Garudadhavaja of Heliedorus. This period of times is really famous for independent for
Buddhis structures. The most important of days monuments are the stupas
distributed over an area of 125 kilometers all around Ellora. The most famous of
them are at Amaravati and Nagarjunakonda.
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THE GUPTA AGE
RISE AND FALL OF THE GUPTA EMPIRE
With the coming of the Buddha in early 4th century A.D. historical data becomes
more reliable. Starting from 4th century A.D. till the latter half of the 6th century
AD the facts of the day enable us to come to firm conclusions.
How exactly the Guptas rose to power is difficult to be portrayed. With the collapse
of the Indo-Scythian or Kushan empire some tie during the 3rd century A.D. the
political pictures for northern Indian began to transformed. In all likelihood, a large
number of independent states must have been formed. The lichachhavis of Vaisali
of the days of Buddha re-emerged again. It appears that they obtained possession
of Pataliputara and probably ruled as tributaries of the Kushans who had their
headquarters at Peshawar.

Very little is known of the early rulers of the Gupta dynasty. The founder of the
dynasty was Sri Gupta who bore the titles raja and maharaja. Historically, as can
be gleaned from a few Gupta inscriptions, the history of dynasty really starts with
king Ghatokacha, the son of Sri Gupta. Unfortunately, the original borders of the
Gupta possession are not known. A number of historians feels that these must have
coincided with the borders of Magadha, while others include parts of present day
west Bengal as well. The vagueness of the answers of this question is because of
lack of precise epigraphic data. One of the main written sources available is the
writing of the Chinese Pilgrim, T-Tsing.
Chandragupta I & Samudragupta

CHANDRAGUPTA I :
Early in the 4th century Lichchhavi princes was married to the ruler in Magadha,
who bore the historic name of Chandragupta. This alliance enhanced his power.
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Soon he was able tod extend dominion over Oudh as well as Magadha and along
the Ganges as far as Prayag or Allahabad. Chandragupta I assumed the highsounding title of Maharajadhiraja (Great king of Kings.)
Conceding the importance of his wife, Chandragupta issued gold coins in the joint
names of himself, his queent Kumaradevi and the Lichchhavi nation. Emboldened
by his success he establish a new era. The Gupta which was used in parts of India
for several centuries to come.
In all likelihood, the region of Chandragupta I ended about 335 A.D. Even his son
was careful to describe himself as the son of the daughter of Lichchhavi. There is
some dispute regarding his succession since a few gold coins have been found in
the name of Kacha. It is generally held that his name is Samudragupta.

SAMUDRAGUPTA :
Samudragupta had a long reign of 40 or 45 years. He succeeded in making himself
the paramount ruler of northern India. To begin with, he subdued the princes of
the Gangetic plain who failed to acknowledge his authority. The Allahabad
inscription, composed by the court poet Harisena in praise of Samundragupta's
spectacular victories, lists the names of kings and countries defeated by the Gupta
ruler. Samudragupta succeeded in conquering nine kings of Aryavarta (in the
Ganges Valley) and twelve kings from Dakshinapatha, that is a reigon of southern
India. In the inscription is also made of two kings of the Nava dynasty, rulers of
Ahichhtra. In the next stage he brought the wild forest tribes under his control.
Finally, he carried a brilliant expedition into south reaching as far as the Pallava
Kingdom. Samudragupta's southern campaign was successful to began with
defeated the king of southern Koshala, Mahendra and then the rulers of the region
now known or Orissa, in the civinity of the river Godavari, and the Pallava King,
Vishnugopa, whose seat of power was Kanchi. The other areas mentioned in the
inscription have not yet been identified. He did not annex the territories in the
Deccan and South, but he performed An Asvameda sacrifice which had been long
in abeyance in order to claim imperial rank. Interestingly, gold medals were struck
in commoration of his Vedicsacrifices.
During Samudragupta's reign the Gupta empire became one of the largest in the
East. Its fluence spread and close ties were established with many other stages. Not
without reason did the court poet Harisena writes his eulogyof the valour and might
of his king, who, in the words of the inscrption, subdued the world. This assessment
made by the court poet of old has considerable influence on many modern scholars
whotend to idealise Samudragupta and described him as did Vincent A. Smith as
the (as the Indian Nepolian) an outstanding individual possessed of remarkable
qualities.
By the close of Samudragupta careers his empire extended in the north to the base
of them mountains. Excluding Kashmir, probably the eastern limit was the
Brahamaputra which the Narmada may be regarded as the frontior in the south.
And in the west, the Jamuna and Chambal rivers marked the limits of his empire,
Nevertheless, various tribal states in the Punjab and Malwa powers Tributes and
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homage were paid by the rulers of five frontier kingdoms - Samatata (delta of the
Brahamaputra), Davaka (Possibly eastern Bengal), Kamarupa (equivalent to Assam),
Kartripura (probably Kumaon and Gharwal) and Nepal.
Apart from the vastness of his kingdom, Samudragupta received homage from a
handful of foreign kings. The Kushans princes of the North-West ruled in peach
beyond. The Indus basin also, friendly relations were maintained with the King
Mahendra of Ceylon who had built a splendid monestary at Bodh Gaya after
obtaining the permission of Samudragupta.
Samudragupta was a man of exceptional abilities and unusual varied gifts - warrior,
statesman, general, poet and musician, philanthropist, he was all in one. As a
patron of arts and letters, he epitomized the spirit of his age. Coins and inscription
of Gupta period bear testimony to his "versatile talents and ' Indefatigable energy".

Samudragupta

WARRIOR :
Samudragupta was a great warrior - this is well proved by the account of Harisena
in Allahabad Pillar inscriptions although the description is poetic "whose most
charming body was covered over with all the beauty of the marks of a hundred
confuse wounds caused by the blows of battle axex, arrows, spears, pikes, swords,
lances, javelines". At least three types of coins - Archar Type, Battle - Axe and Tiger
type - represent Samudragupta in martial armour. The coins bearing the epithets
like 'parakramah' (valour), 'kritanta-parashu', vyaghra parakramah', prove his being
a skilful warrior.
Thatd Samdudragupta was brilliant commander and a great conqueror is proved by
Harisena's description of his conquests. He mentions that Samudragaupta
exterminated nine north Indian states, Subdued eithteen Atavika kingdoms near
Bajalpur and Chhota Nagpur, and in his blitz - like campaign humbled the pride of
twelve South Indian Kings, Nine borderstribes, and five frontier states of Smatata,
Devaka, Karupa, Nepal and Krtripur 'paid taxex, obeyed orders and performed
obeisance in person to the great Samudragupta'. The conquests made him the lord
- paramount of India. Fortune's child as he was, he was never defeated in any battle.
His Eran inscription also stresses his being 'invincible' in battle. Samudragupta's
Asvamedha type of coins commeorate the Asvamedha sacrifices he performed and
signify his many victories and superemacy..

SCHOLAR, POET AND MUSICIAN :
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According to Allahabad Prasasti's exaggerated picture, 'samudragupta was mano of
many sided genius, who put to shame the preceptor of the lord Gods and Tumburu
and Narad and others by his sharp and polished intellect and Chorla -skill and
musical accmplishment. His title of Kaviraj (King of poets) is justified by various
poetical compositions. Unfortunately none of these compositions have survived.
The presence of the two celebrated literary personalities like Harisons and
Vasubandhu definitely proves that he was a grent patron of men of letters.
Harisena's commemoration of Samudragupta's knowledge and proficiency in song
and music is curiously confirmed and corroborated by the existence of a few rare
gold coins depicting him confortably seated on a high-becked couch engaged in
playing the Veena (tyre or lute) : the scene is obviously from his private life.

Statesman and Administrator :
Samudragupta displayed greater foresight in his conquests and in the
administrationi and consolidation of his empire. A practical statestesman as he
was he adopted different policies of different regions. "His treatment of the nine
kings of the north India was drastic, they were 'forcibly rooted up' and their
territories were incorporated in the dominions of the victor, but he made no
attempt to effect the permanent annexation of the twelve southern States; he only
exacted a temporary submission from the defeated chiefs, and then withdrew after
having despoiled the rich treasures of the south; the policy of Dharm-Vijaya which
Samudragupta followed in respect of the kings of south India is symbolic of his
statesmanship, and was based on the needs and situations prevailing at that time.
It was not an easy task to control effectively the far off regions from Pataliputra
particularly when the means of transport and communication were too meager.
The later history of India bears testimony to this fact. To the distant tribal states of
the Punjab Eastern Rajputana and Malwa he granted autonomy treating them as
buffer Kingdows against the foreign rulers like sakas and Kushans.
That Samudragupta was an efficient administrator is clear from the very fact that
he not only established a bvast empire but also left it as legacy to his successors
well-knit and well-organised. The Allahabad Pillar Prasasti makes the mention of
officials known as 'Mahadandnayaka' 'Kumaramaty' and 'Sandhivigrahika' and that
his administration was severe and tyrannical and that Samudragupta was very firm
towards sinners but generous towards righteous people.

Vedic religion and philanthrophy :
Samudragupta was the up-holder of Brahmanical religion. Because of his services
to the cause of religion the Allahabad inscription mentions the qualifying title of
'Dharma-prachir Bandhu' for him. But he was not intolerant of other creeds. His
patronage to Buddhist scholar Vasubandhu and the acceptance of the request of
the king of Ceylon to build a monastery of Bodh Gaya emply prove that the
respected other religions.
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His Asvamedha types of coins with other coins bearing the figures of Lakshmi and
Ganga together with her 'vahas' makara (crocodile) testify his faith in Brahmanical
religions.
Samudragupta had imbibed the true spirit of religion and for that reason, he has
been described as 'Anukampavan' (full of compassion) in the Allahabad incscription.
He has been described "as the giver of many hundreds of thousands of cows"
Personal Appearance, despite the small of the coins and the limitations of
reproducing the real image by striking the die, can be judged from his figures on the
coins 'tall in stature and of good physique he has strong muscular arms and a fully
developed chest.
From the above description it is clear that Samudragupta was endowed with no
ordinary powers - Physical, intellectual and spiritural.
About 380 AD Samudragupta was succeeded by one of his son who was selected as
the most worthy of the crown. This ruler is known as Chandragupta-II. Later he
took the additional title of Vikramaditya, which was associated by tradition with the
Raja of Ujjain who was known for defeating the sakas and founding the Vikram era.

Policy of Matrimonial Alliance
The most important event of his reign was his matrimonial alliance with the
Vakataka king rudra Sena II and the subjuqation of the peninsula of Saurashtra of
Kathaiawar which had been ruled for centuries by the Saka dynasty as the Western
Satraps. Matrnimonial alliances occupy a prominent place in the foreign policy of
the Guptas. The Lichchhavi alliance had strengthened their position in
Bihar;Samudragupta had accepted gifts of maidens from neighbouring courts. With
the same purpose, Chandragupta II married the Naga Princess Kubernaga and gave
his own daughter, Prabhabati, in marriage to Vakataka king, Rudra Sena II. The
Vakataka alliance was master stroke of diplomacy as it secured the subordinate
alliance of the Vakataka king who occupied a strategic geographical position. It is
noteworthy that Rudra Sena died young and his widow reigned until her sons came
of age. Other dynasties of the Deccan also married into Gupta royal family, the
Guptas thus ensuring friendly relations to the south of their domain. This also
means that Chadragupta II did not renew Samudragupta's southern advantures
preferring to seek room for expansion towards the South-west.

WAR WITH SAKAS
The principal military achievement of Chandragupta-II was the conquest of Malwa,
Gujarat and Saurashtra. All of them were ruled for several centuries by Saka chiefs
known as Satraps of Great Satraps, since they paid tribute to the Kushans. This
particular advaace of Chadragupta-II also involved the subjugation of the Malavas
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and certain other tribes which were outside the frontiers of Samudragupta. The
details of the campaign are not known but Chadragupta's prolonged stay in Malva
along with his feudatory chiefs, ministers and generals is proved by the least three
inscriptions. The capaign was eminently successful. Rudra Simha, the last of the
Satraps was killed. The fall of Saka Satrap is allueded to by Bana in his Harsha
Charita "Chandragupta in the disguise of a female killed the Saka king possessed
of lust for another's wife at the very city of the enemy". The Gupta Kingdom. The
numismatic evidence proves the annexation. On the lion-slaver type of coins,
Chandragupta is represented as slaying a lion with the lengedn 'Simha-Vikram' (one
who has the prowess of a lion), signifaying probably his conquestof Gujarat where
lions were then early common. But the conclusive evidene is that of the silver coins
issued by Chandragupta II in the Saka rgions.

RESULTS OF THE WAR WITH SAKA
SATRAPS :
(1) End of the domination of the foreigners.
(2) Chandragupta became the pramaount soverign of all Northern India.
(3) With the addition of the rice and fertile provinces of Gujarat and Kathiawar,
Gupta empire extended fropm the bay of Bengal to the Arabian Sea.
(4) The Gupta empire now controlled a large part of the Indian commerce and trade
with the western world since the western ports were now in Gupta hands and was
brought into closer contact with the western civilization.
(5) Western border of India was now no longer a source of anxiety.
(6) Internal trade also received a fillip
(7) Ujjain now because a great center of trade, commerce, education and politics,
the Guptaking realisingits importance and it has second capital.

EASTERN BENGAL AND BALKH
It is almost certain that Chandragupta had other successful military operations to
this credit the basis of refernces mentioned in Virasena's Udaygiri cave inscription
that the king set out 'to conquer the whole world', and in Sanchi inscription in which
one of Chandragupta's military officer is said to have obtained great glory by winning
many battles. But we have no definite and detailed information regarding the nature
and result of these campaigns.
The military exploits of a king called Chandra are mentioned in Mahrauli iron Pillar
inscription. It is stated in the inscription that the king defeated a confederacy of
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hostile chiefs in Vanga and having crossed in warfare the seven months of the river
Sindhu, conquered the Vahilkas.
Vanga denotes Eastern Bengal, verynearly the same country as Samatata which is
included in the tributary frontier states of Samudragupta. It is possible that some
of the rulers refused to accept Chandragupta's authority and consequently the latter
had to fight against them. The compaign resulted in the inconporation of the
province in the Gutpta empire.
Vahilka, according to Dr. R.C. Majumdar, is almost certainly to be identified with
Balkh (Bactria) beyond the Hindukush mountains. 'Here too,' the motive of the
compaign was probably similar tothat against eastern Bengal, i.e. either the
Kushans who referred to sas Daivaputra-Shahi - Shahanushani in Allahabad Pillar
Inscription had acknowledged the supremacy of Samudragupta rebelled, or
Chandragupta II wanted to establish his authorirty on a firmer basis'.
Samudragupta had begun the work of conquest. But it was his son who completed
the task and kingdoms on the border but also the territories ruled by foreign hordes
like the Sakas and Kushanas. Chadragupta too the title of Vikramaditya (Sun of
power) and for this tilte he had a better claim than any other sovereign of northern
India. That he was the real architect of the Gupta empire, there can be no two
opinions.
Chadragupta II ruled for nearly 35 years. And he was succeeded by Kumar Gupta O in 415 A.D. He, too, ruled the empire for about 40 years. Details of his reign art
not known. However as he, too. Performed the horse sacrifice, probably he added to
his inherited dominions.

DECLINE OF THE GUPTA EMPIRE
The last great king of the Gupta was Skanda Gupta was ascended the throne about
455 A.D. Even during the later years of Kumar Gupta's reign, the empire was
attacked by a tribe called Pushyamitra but it was repulsed, And immediately after
the accession of Skanda Gupta, Hunas made inroads, but they too were repelled.
However, fresh waves of Invaders arrived and shattered the fabric of the Gupta
Empire. Although in the beginning the Gupta king Skanda Gupta tried effectively to
stem the march of the Hunas into India, his successors proved to be weak and could
not cope with the Huna invaders, who excelled in horsemanship and who possibly
used stirrups made of metal, Although the Huna power was soon overthrown by
Yasodharman of Malwa, the Malwa prince successfully challenged the authority of
the Guptas and set up Pillars of victory commorating his conquest (AD 532) of
almost the whole of northern India. Indeed Yasodharman's rule was short lived, but
he dealt a severe blow to the Gupta empire.
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The Gupta empire was further undermined by the rise of the feudatories. The
governors appointed by the Gupta kings in north Bengal and their feudatories in
Samatata or south-east Bengal broke away from the Gupta control. The later Gutpas
of Magadha established their power in Bihar. Besides, the Maukharis rose to power
in Bihar and Uttar Pradeshand had their capital at Kanauj. Proabably by AD 550
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh and passed out of gupta hands. And the rulers of Valabhi
established their authority in Guajarat and Western Malw

ANOTHER CAUSE:
After the reign of Skanda Gupta (467 AD) any Gupta coin or inscription has been
found in western Malwa and Saurashtra. The migration of guild of Silk weavers from
Gujarata to Malwa in AD 473 and their adoption of non-productive professions show
that there was not much demand for cloth produced by them. The advantages from
Gujarat trade gradually disappeared. After the middle of the fifth century the Gupta
kings made desperate attempts to maintain their gold currency by reducing the
content of pure gold in it. The loss of western India complete by the end of the fifth
century, must have deprived the Gutpas of the rich revenues from trade and
commerce and crippled them economically, and the princes of Thaneswar
established their power in Haryana and then gradually moved on to Kanauj.

ADDITIONAL NOTE :
The causes of the downfall of disappearence of the Guptas were basically not
different from those that brought the end many ancient and medieval dynasties.
Over and above the usual causes of administrative inefficiency, weak successors
and stagnant the fall of the Guptas: dynastic dissensions, foreign inassions and
some internal rebellions.

DYNASTIC DISSENSIONS AND WEAK
RULERS:
There is evidence to show that following the death of Kumaragupta and
Skandagupta, there were civil wars and struggles for the throne. For instance,
wehave the successors of Buddhagupta, highlighting the rule of more than just one
king. Those were Vinayagupta in Bengal and Bhanugupta in Iran.
Absence of law of primogeniture along with strong centralized authority in ancient
and medieval periods led to chaos. Thus we see that the resources of the empire
were frittered away in petty squabbles and wars for the throne.
Besides circumstances weakening the Gupta monarchy, the very personalities of
the later Gupta Kings contributed to the ultimate fall of this dynasty. They were not
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only men of weak character but also some of them followed pacifies that affected
other spheres of administration, particularly that of military efficiency.

FOREIGN INVASIONS:
Foreign invasions was the second major factor in the decline and disappearance of
the Gutpas. The invasion of barbaric tribe Pushyamitra was not the decisive. A far
more important invasion was that of the White Huns, who, after settling in the Oxus
vally, invaded India. First appeared during the reign of Budhagupta. Again they
reappeared under the command of Toramana who annexed a large portion of the
north-western region including parts of Moder U.P. He followed by hisson,
Mihirakula, who became the overlord of north India. Indeed he was defeated by
Yashodharman of Malwa but the repercussions of these invasions were disastrous
for the Gupta Empire.

INTERNAL REBELLIONS :
As a result of the weakning of Central Authoriy a number of feudal chieftans,
principally those of the north-western region, assumed the status of independent
rulers might more some names in this regard such as Maitrakas (of Kathiawar),
Panivarajaks (of Budndhelkhand), Unchkalpas, Laxman in Allahabad. Etc.
After the reign of Buddhagupta, the status of certain, governors of North Bengal and
Yamuna - Narmada area around Magadh too assumed independence and became
to be known as the later Guptas.
By fat one of the most important rebellions was that of Yashodharman of western
Malwa who became independentand established his kingdom. He defeated
Mihirakula and sesms to have made extensive conquests from the Himalayas to
Brahamputra. However, his empire did not last very long. Nevertheless, it set a
pattern for other feudal cheiftans, who in due course, broke away from Central
authority.

Last but not
the lest, we might note that the change in the Gupta polity from one of militancy to
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that of pacifism greatly affected the composition of the empire. We do have instance
some of the later Gupta kings who changed from Hinduism to Buddhism and this
was reflected inmate total military inefficiency of the later Guptas.
Apart from these three major groups of causes, that led to the final disappearance
of the Gupta empire, it is to be borne mind that no empire after the Mauryas was a
reality. Ver often they were total fictions. With the disappearance of the Mauryan
empire no empire in its full connotation came into existence in India since we had
no tradition like that of the Greeks where it is held that the State comes into
existence for the necessities of life but continues to exist for the good of life, and
man, by nature, is a political animal. Somehow, after the Mauryan era the thinking
of India became apolitical. The first factor that contributed for this outlook of Indians
was the emergence of feudalism about which evidence is there from the days of the
Satavahanas. This tendency grew in the Christian ara and was firmly established
by the seventh century AD.
Along with this development one more saboteur of political consciousness was the
religious perception of ancient Indians. Beginning before the Christian are it came
to be gradually established that the kingship has its own dharma known as rajyadhrma while the people had a handul of dharmas like varnashrama dharma and
the grihadharma. All these dharmas led the individual loyalty or perception towards
a non-political entity. This thinking is given religious sanction by the priestly order.
This thinking is given religious sanction by the priestly order of the day. Thus the
State never was the architectonic factor in the life of ancient Indian except during
the Mauryan era. It is this perception of ancient India that made the emergence and
disappearance of hundreds of States mere non-events.
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The Vakatakas
The Puranas recongnise the greatness of the Vakatakas, known as Visdhya Sakti.
For over a hundred years the Vakatakas, known as Vindhya Sakti. For over a
hundred years the Vakatakas with their capital at Nandi Vardhan ensured peace
and tranquility over central India and re-established the orthodox social system
which had suffered considerable battering by the inroads of Kushans and Yavanas.
In one of Prithivisena's inscriptions the dynasty is described as one whose economic
and judicial administration had been perfected for a hundred years, a significant if
vain glorious announcement of the greatness of the Vakatakas.

There are four views of the origin of Vakatakas. It is said that the Vakatakas were a
northern dynasty since the Puranas maintain this view. But it is held by Jayaswal
that they hailed from a place called vakataka. This view is no longer up held. The
one evidence is that the Vakatakas never struck and coins in their own names, but
utilized those of western Kshatrapas and later of Guptas. No early records of their
have been found north of the Narbada. On the other hand there are several
indications that they hailed from south. Their Sanskrit and Prakrit inscriptions are
similar to those used in early pallav grants. The name Vakataka figures in an
inscription of the 3rd century AD on a pillar at Amaravati in Andhra Pradesh.
One school holds the view that the Vakatakas were Brahmins by caste. Vakataka
records mention of Vishnuvriddhaas the gotra of the Vakatakas. In the Basim
copper plate a Vakataka prince is named Gautamiputra. Both these facts make us
believe that the Vakatakas were Brahmins.
The formal establishment of Vakataka empire is placed at about 284 A.D. it is
generally held that Vindhyasakti was one of the earliest kings of the dynasty. The
Vakataka grants mention their gotra. It is also said that Vindhyasakti extended his
king-dom and performed vedic sacrifices which were in abeyance during the rule of
the later Satavahanas.

THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com

GAUTAM SINGH

UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – INDIAN HISTORY

0 7830294949

Vindhyasakti succeeded by his son Pravarasena I who was the real founder of the
Vakataka empire. He extended his sway further to the north as for as to Narmada.
He performed of the seven Soma Sacrifices including Vijapeya and also four
Asvamedhas. Pravarasena I assumed imperial titile and his authority was well
established all over Hindustan. Pravarasena is attributed a long reign of 60 years,
but it is strange that he never struck any coin. There are no visible signs of their
supremacy outside Vidharba. At the most south Kosala, which borders on Vidharba
might have come under their in fluence. However in the south his kingdow may have
extended till the Tungbhadra or a little beyond that.
According to the Puranas, Pravarasena I had four sons. All of them became Kings.
It is quite likely that the extensive empire of Pravarasena I was divided among his
four sons after his death.
Pravarasena's son Sarvasena established a branch of the dynasty at Bassin which
in course of time extended its authority as far south as Karnataka. In fact the
Vakatakas in middle India succeed to the empire of the Satavahanas and held their
sway north and south of the Vindhyas, and fully earned their title of Vindhya Sakti.
Gautamiputra was the eldest son of Pravarasena. His son rudrasena I succeede
Pravarasena I and ruled over the northern parts of Vidharba. Possibly he was the
contemporary of the Gupta king, Samudragupta. The Gupta ruler himself never
attacked the Vakataka ruler. It might have been that Samudragupta thought that it
was wise not to attack a power which occupied a strategic position with respect to
the powerful western Kshetrapas whom Samudragupta has not yet subjugated.
Rudrasena I was succeeded by his son Prithvisena I. This king seems to have
pursued a peaceful policy which brought happiness and prosperity to his people.
Probably he had a long reign which terminated about 400 AD. It was his son's
alliance with the daughter of Chandragupta II that brought the Guptas and
Vakatakas to gether. Prithvisena was succeeded by a son Rudrasena II, who was a
devotee of Vishnu unlike his ancestors who worshipped shiva.
Rudrasena died after short reign leaving two sons who succeeded one after the
other. The first son Divakar Sen'a rule was for a short period. He was succeeded by
this brother Damodara Sena. More than a dozen grants of this prince have been
found in different districts of Vidharbha. Probably he ruled for nearly 35 years
ending with the year 455 AD.
Apart from this line, one more line of the Vakatakas was that of Narendar Sena, one
of the sons of Pravarasena I. He seems to have followed an aggressive pllicy and
made some conquests in the east the north. Probably he married a princess of the
Rashtrakuta family. Possibly he had a short reign of about 10 years. Also by the
close of his reign the territories were invaded by the Nala kings.
Prithvisena II, the son of Narendrasena, raised the prestige of the family. Tow stone
inscriptions of his feudatory clearly prove the extension of the kingdom. He was also
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a worshipper of Vishnu. He may have been followed by one or two princes, but their
names are not known to us. After the death of Prithvisena II, the kingdom was
incorporated by one more branch of the Vakatakas called Vatsagluma branch.
Sarvasena was the founder of the Vatasagluma branch and he was the son of
Pravarasena I. He was followed by a son Vidhyasena who is named as Vindhyasakti
II in one of the inscriptions.
Vindhyasena was followed by his son Devasena. An inscription indicates that
Vatasagluma was the capital of his branch of the Vakatakas.

Vindhyasena was succeeded by Devasena. He have a very righteous and capable
minister named Hastibhoja. The kingdom was entrusted to his care.
Devasena was succeeded by a son Hari Sena in about 475 A.D. He was the great
warrior but unfortunately much is not known about him. His conquests did not lead
to permanent annexation of any territories. His minister Varahadeva caused the
Ajanta cave 16 to be excavated and decorated with sculpture and picture galleries.
In all likelihood the dynasty was overthrown by the Kalachuris in abouth 550 A.D.
The causes that ultimately led to the downfall of the Vakatakas are not clearly
known. One of the works of Dandin throws some light. According to this the central
power of the Vakataka empire became weak and the feudatories began to show signs
of revolt luring the reign of Harisena's misguided successors who led a desolute life.
This confusion led to the invasion of the Kadambas. Also the Vakatakas suffered a
disastrous defeat and the Vakataka ruler was killed in the battle which was fought
on the banks of the Wardha.
Talking of their importance the Bharasivas and the Vakatakas cannot be looked
upon merely as bridge heads to the imperial Guptas. The glory of Samudragupta
and his successors has obscured in a measure the great achievements of their
predecessors who not only expelled the foreigners from Indian soil but reestablished the imperial tradition which was threatened by Kushan intrusion. Even
more it is these dynasties, more than the Guptas, that contributed to the reestablishement of Hinu society and Sanskrit culture over Hindustan as may be seen
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not merely from the numerous Asvamedhas performed by the kings of these
dynasties but the very orthodoxy which they claim for the mselves. The growth of
classical Sanskrit literature to its full greatness was also in this period for Harisena's
great prasasti of Samudragupta on the Allahabad pillar bears clear evidence to the
evolution and perfection of the Kavya style.
It would seem however from the inscription itself that the Vindhya and Maharashtra
country the home domains of the Vakatakas, were not attacked or conquered by the
Guptas. The continued existence of powerful Vakataka monarchs and their close
alliance with the Guptas, under Samudragupta's successor, would seem to indicate
that Samudragupta did not challenge the Vindhyan power but satisfied himself with
an allience. Chandragupta II's marriage with a Vakataka princess and his own
daughter Prabhavati's marriage with a Vakataka monarch are further indications of
the fact that the uptas shared their imperial power with the Vindhyan State.
Chandragupta II married a Vakataka princes anmd thus allied himself with the
historic imperial tradition. His daughter Prabhavati Gupta married Rudra Sena, the
Vakataka king. A lady of remarkable ability she seems to have ruled the Vakataka
empire as Regent for her son and in her inscriptions we see reflected the pride both
of the Vakatakas and the Guptas. Chandragupta's firm alliance with this great
power based on the Vindhyas enabled him to concentrate all his forces against
invaders.
Despite the personal performance of the Vakatakas for Brahmanism, both
Buddhism and Jainism flourished in their vst empire with liberal support of
ministers and feudatories, Pravarasena performed the seven Vedic sacrifices
including Asvamedha, which he performed four times. Serveral Vakataka
inscriptions record grants lf land and even whole villages to pious and learned
brahmins. Most of the Vakatakas kings were the followers of Shiva, whom they
worshiped under the name of Maheshvara and Mahabhairava.
Some of the Vakataka kings were grant patrons of learning and were also authors
of Prakrit kavyas. Sarvasena, the founder of the Vatsagulma line was the author ofa
Prakrit Kavya harivijaya. This kavya has bee copiously cited by later Sanskrit poets.
The capital, Vastugulma, became a great center of learning and culture.
Pravarasena - II of the elder branch of the family was also a reputed author of the
Gatba Saptasati and of the famous kavyas Sethubandha composed in Maharashtra
Prakrit. Dandin and bana praise the kavya Sethubandha. It is also suggested that
Kalidas lived fro some time in the court of Pravarsena II and helped the king in the
composition of his kavya. Probably, Kalidas composed his own lyric Meghaduta
during this stya there.
In the field of architecture, a few shrines came into existence in Vidharaba at Tigowa
and Nachna. The pillars in the Tigowa Shrine resemble the Indo-Persepolitan style.
Status of the river goddess Ganga and Yamuna guard the entrance of the Sanctum
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Regarding painting, it is stated that caves XVI, XVII and XIX belong to the Vakataka
age. In the cave XVI we have a huge statue of the Dying Princes.

GUPTA ADMINISTRATION
The two hundred years of Gupta rule may be said to mark the climax of Hindu
imperial tradition. From the point of view of literature, religion, art, architecture,
commerce and colonial development, this period is undoubtedly the most important
in Indian history. The Guptas inherited the administrative system of the earlier
empires. The Mauryan bureaucracy, already converted into a caste, had functioned
with impartial loyalty under succeeding empires. Under the Guptas we have direct
allusions to viceroys, governors, administrators of provinces, and of course to
ministers of the imperial government. The Mahamatras or provincial viceroys go
back to the Mauryan period and continue, in fact, up to the twelfth century as the
highest ranks in official bureaucracy. The position of Kumaramatyas, of whom many
are mentioned, is not clear as we know of them in posts of varying importance. The
gramikas or the village headmen formed the lowest rung in the ladder. Uparikas or
governors were also appointed to provinces. In the Damodarpur plates we have
mention of an uparika named Arata Datta who was governing like police chiefs,
controller of military stores, chief justice (Mahadanda Nayak) leave no doubt about
the existence of an organized hierarchy of officials exercising imperial authority in
different parts of the country.

1. Monarchs took high sounding titles - Supreme Lord and Great King of Kings - the
empire had a philosophy called imperialism but unfortunately it only touched the
social and cultural fields it had no political objectives.
2. King was at the apex - princes often Viceroys. Queens were learned. Kumaradevi
of Chandragupta I and Dhruvadevi of Chandragupta II appear o the coins.
3. Council of Ministers were often hereditary - Harisena and saba of Chandragupta
II were military generals. Very often, ministers combined many offices - some
ministers accompanied the king to the battles. Chief Ministers headed the Ministry.
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4. Central Government - each department had its own seal - number of
Mahasenapatis to watch over feudatories - foreign ministers like Sandhi proably
supervised the foreign policy towards the feudastory states.
The whole organization was bureaucratic as in the case of Mauryas. To some extent,
the adminstration mellowed with the Guptas - Police regulations were less severe capital punishments rare. Glowing tributes were paid to the Gupta administration
by Fahien. There was no needless intereference of the government in the lives of
people. It was temperate in the repression of crime and tolerant in matters of
religion. Fahien could claim that he pursued his studies in peace wherever he chose
to reside.
Provincial administration - known as Bhuktis or Deshes. Officers very often of royal
blood - maintained law and order and protected people against external aggression
- also looked after public utility services.
Bhuktis were divided into groups of districts called Pradeshes. Pradeshas were
divided into Vishyas or districts. The head of the districts was Vishayapati. Probably
the provincial head was assisted by various officials.
Damdoar plate inscription mentions number of functionaries - chief banker, Chief
Merchants, Chief Artisan, Chief of the writer class etc. Whether they formed part of
the non-official council of the districts or were elected is not known.
Districts divided into number of villages - villages being the last unit. Villages looked
after houses, streets, tmples banks etc. - each village had its own weavers, blacksmits and gold-smiths, carpentaers etc.
Village headmen known as gramike was assisted by a council called Panchamandali.
Each village had its own seal.
Towns looked after by Purapalas - town councils.
A very revealing feature of the administration was the payment of grants in land
instead of salaries. Only personnel of the military service were paid cash salaries.
The grants in land were of two kinds. The agrahara grant was only to brahmins and
it was tax-free. The second variety of land grant was given to secular officials either
as salary or as reward for services. Both these practices were widely used as the
time passed by. These grants definitely weakened the authority of the king. Although
technically the king could cancel the grants, he could not do so as the time passed
by.
11. Not enough evidence on taxation. Officials on tour were provided free rice, curd,
milk, flowers, transport, etc. Perhaps they were like modern day officials at the
districts level, Local people paid the expenses for apprehending criminals. 12. Three
varieties of land - waste land belonging to State which was donated very often. The
crown land war rarely donated. The third was the private land. Land revenue and
various taxes from the land and from various categories of produce at various stages
of production. 13. Administration was highly decentralized - police, control of
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military stores, chief justice, etc. Probably, recruitment ceased to be based on merit.
14. Parallelism of power - highest concentration and extensive decentralization.
Such an administration required a good standing army and complicated system of
checks and counter-checks.

GUPTA SOCIETY
1. The Gupta age saw the acceptance of the Aryan pattern in northern India.
The key status of the Brahmin was established. Good number of books rewritten incorporating the view-point of the brahmins confirming the view
that the status of the Brahmin was effective and powerful. Added to his, the
increased granting of land to brahmins strengthened the pre-eminces of the
Brahmin in society. The Brahmin thought that he was the sole custodian of
Aryan tradition. Not only, this, the brahmins also monopolized knowledge
and the education system.
2. Also, in the Aryan pattern of a society the master of the house occupied
higher status. This indicates the disappearance of the indigenous pre-Aryan
culture. Luckily this patriarchal Aryan society did not spread to all parts of
India as conflict between Aryan and non-Aryan cultures continued. Al
though the patriarchal stamp of Aryan and non-Aryan society, as revealed
by the low status of women, became increasingly evident, the opposite also
appeared in the form of increasing worship of Mother Goddess and fertility
cults. In a way, the imposition of Aryan pattern of society on classes other
than those of upper castes was incomplete and uncertain. In the post-Gutan
era more and more concessions were made to popular cults as borne out by
the spread of Saivism and linga worship. Thus, the Aryan pattern of society
could not take routes in the whole of India.
Al though women were idealized in literature, they definitely occupied a
subordinate position. Only upper class women were permitted a limited kind
of education and that too only for enabling them to converse intelligently.
Occasionally there are references of women teachers and philosophers.
Some of the later day evil practices began to appear in this age. Early
marriages appeared, and even pre-puberty marriages. It was also suggested
that a widow should not only live in strict celibacy, but pre-ferably burn
herself on the funeral pyre of her husband, according to Thapar evidence
shows that this practice dates from 510 A.D. as stated in an inscription at
era. It gradually came to be followed by the upper classes of central India to
begin with and later in eastern India and Napal.
3. Some of the towns of South Bihar were large like those of Magadha. People
were generally rich and prosperous. Charitable institutions were numerous.
Rest houses for travelers existed on the highways. The capital itself had
excellent free hospital endowed by benevolent and enlightened citizens.
Interestingly Pataliputra was still a city which inspired awe. Fahien was
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impressed by it particularly as it possessed two monasteries of interest.
According to him, the monks were famous for their learning and students
from all quarters attended their lectures. He himself had spent three years
in the study of Sanskrit language and the Buddhist scriptures in Patiliputra.
Fahien was tremendoulsly impressed by the palaces and halls erected
during the time of Asoka in the middle of the city. According to him the
massive stone-work adorned with sculptures and decorative carvings
appeared to be the work of spirits beyond the capacity of human craftsmen.
4. Fahien also recorded that on his journey from the Indus to Mathura and
Yamuna he saw a large number of monasteries tenanted by thousands of
monks. Mathura alone had 20 such institutions.
5. It is said that people generally observed the Buddhist rule of life. The
Chandalas or outcastes lived outside towns and cities. They were required to
strik a piece of wood on entering to town or a bazaar so that people might
not become polluted by contact with them. This particular observation
shows that the manners and attitudes of people and government underwent
a great change from the days of the Mauryas. It may be remembered that
earlier the people of Taxila offered herds of fat beasts to Alexander to be
slaughtered. Even Asoka did not forbid the slaughter of kine. Fahien
observed that through out the whole country no body except the lowest out
castes killed any living thing. Drank strong liquor, or ate onions and garlic.
Probably this view of Fahien has to be taken with a pinch of salt. What all
his remark conveys is that the sentiment of ahimsa was probably very
strong in mid-India. Possibly, Fahien was only remarking on Buddhists.

6. In the field of education the sciences of mathematics and astronomy
including estrology, were pursued. The famous writers of the day were
Aryabhata, Varahamihira, and a little later Brahmagupta. The first two
writers definitely absorbed some Greek elements relating to their respective
sciences. By the end of the sixth century India had devised the decimal
system for the notation of numeral and employed a special sign for zero.
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This contribution of India to the world in the sphere of practical knowledge
was used in inscriptions only a century after Aryabhata.
7. The university at Nalanda became an educational center of international
fame. Founded in the fifty century by one of the later Gupta emperors, it
was endowed munificently by monarchs and rich men frol all parts of India
and the Hindu colonies. Both Yuan-chwang and I-Tsing have left detailed
accounts of their observations. We have also sufficient epigraphical and
archaeological records to know more about it.
8. Formal education was imparted both in brahminical institutions and in
Buddhist monasteries. In the latter pupils lived for 10 years but those who
sought to join the ranks of monk remained for a longer period. Nalanda was
the premier canter of Buddhist learning.
9. Primarily formal education was limited to grammar rhetoric prose,
composition, logic, metaphysics and medicine. It is interesting to observe
that detailed works on veterinary science appeared and that too they
primarily related to horses and elephants.
10.
Most of technical and specialized knowledge remained with guilds.
Unfortunately, this knowledge was transmitted to younger generations on
hereditary lines. This knowledge of the guilds has no contact with Brahmin
institutions and Buddhist monasteries. Exceptionally the only one subject
that brought the guilds and others close was mathematics. Understandably
great advance was made in the field of mathematics.
11.
Dramatic entertainment was popular both in court circles and
outside. Music concerts and dance performances were primarily held in
well-to-do house holds and before discerning audience. The generality of
people derived pleasure in gambling and in witnessing animal fights
specially those, of rams, cocks and quails. Athletics and gymnastics were
the well-known sporting tournaments of the day. At various festivals both
religious and secular amusements of various kinds were witnessed by
people. The festival of spring was an important event for merry-making. Al
though Fahien says that vegetarianism was widely prevalent meat was
commonly consumed. Wine both local and imported was drunk and chewing
of beetle leaf was a regular practice.
12.
Caste and occupation were related although it was not very strictly
maintained. There appears to be some improvement in the status of the
shudra as compared to the Mauryan times. There was a clear distinction
between shudras and slaves in the legal literature of the day. Also the term
'dvija' came to be restricted to Brahmins. The inscriptions of the day,
however indicate that there was social mobility among the sub-castes.
13.
The legal text-books primarily base the mselves on the work of manu.
The writers of the day were Yajnavalkay, Narada, Brihaspati, Katyayana.
Joint family system was well-known.
14.
The first major works on astronomy were compiled earlier. Some of the
fundamental problems of astronomy were tackled by Aryabhata. It was
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primarily because of his efforts that astronomy was recognized as a separate
discipline. Aryabhata also believed that the earth was a sphere and the
shadow of the earth falling on the moon caused eclipses. A near
contemporary of Aryabhata was Varahamihira who divided the study of a
stronomy into three distinct branches - astronomy, and mathematics,
horoscopy and astrology.

GUPTA ECONOMY
1. Trade reached its peak during the Gupta period. The annexation of the territory
of the Satraps brought areas of exceptional wealth and fertility into the ordit of the
empire. The State gathered abundant revenues in the form of custom duties at the
numerous ports on the western coast like Broach Sopara, Cambay and a multitude
center where most of the trade routes converged. The city of Jjjain is even now
regarded as one of the seven sacred Hindu cities, slightly lower than that of Benaras
in sanctity. The favoured position of the city made a succession of rulers embellish
the city with various religious establishments.
2. Guilds continued to be the nodal points of commercial activity. They were almost
autonomous in their internal organization. The government respected their laws.
The laws governing the guilds were made by a corporation of guilds in which each
guild had a member. The corporation elected a body of advisers who functioned as
its functionaries. Some industrial guilds like that of the silk weavers had their own
separate corporations. It is also interesting to observe that the Buddhist Sangha
was rich enough to participate in commercial activities. At places the Sangha acted
as the banker and lent money on interest. This was in addition to their returns from
land. They too took one sixth of the produce just as the State.
The rate of interest varied. Very high rates of interest were no longer charged for
overseas trade showing that there was increased confidence in that form of trade.
Generally the rate was 20 per cent as against 240 of the earlier period. This lowering
of the interest rate also reveals abundance of goods and conquest decrease in rate
of profit.
3. Textiles of various kinds were manufactured. The domestic market was
considerable. They had also markets in foreign countries. Silk muslim calico, Linen,
wool and cotton were produced in great quantities. Western Indian was known for
silk weaving. By the end of the Gupta period there was an eclipse of this industry.
Possibly the in creasing use of the central Asian route and the sea-routeut China
might have caused this eclipse.
However, ivory work remained at its peak and did stone-cutting and carving. In
metal-work copper the chief items of production were those of copper, iron and lead.
Bronze also began to be used. The pearl-fishers of western India reaped huge profits
in foreign markets. A great variety of precious stones like jasper, agate quartz and
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lapis-lazuli were exported. Pottery indeed remained the most important part of
industrial production although the earlier elegant black polished were was no longer
produced.
For carrying goods pack animals and ox-drawn carts were used. In certain areas
elephants were used for transport. The Ganges, Yamuna, Narbada, Godavari,
Krishna and Kaveri were the maij waterways.

There was some change in the items of trade as compared to the preceding period.
Chinese silk was imported in great quantities. So was ivory from Ethiopia. The
import of horses from Arabia. Iran and Bactria increased during this period.
Regarding over-seas trade ships regularly crossed to Arabian Sea the Indian Ocean
and the China Seas. Indian trade contacts with East Africa were continued.
It is strange to observe that in the period when commercial activity was at its apex
the law-makers declared travel by sea a taboo and a great sin. Ritual purity became
an obsession with both brahmins and upper castes. It was held that travel to distant
lands would lead to contamination with the mlechhas (impure and non-caste
people). Thapar observes that this ban had an indirect advantage to the Brahmin in
the sense that it curbed the economic power of trading community.
4. It is generally held that the peoples standard of living was very high. The
prosperous urban dwellers lived in comfort and ease. Indeed there was a wide
variation in the pattern of living. Out-castes were made to live on the out skirts of
towns. Also there was no change in the standard of living of villagers as known from
the accounts of foreign travelers.
The daily life of a comfortably well-off citizen in towns is described in the Kamasutra.
The citizen led a gentle existence devoted to various refinements of life. in social
gatherings poetic recitations and compositions were heard. Music was another
necessary accomplishment particularly the Playing of veena. The sophisticated
townee has to be trained in the art of love and for this purpose the Kamasutra and
other books of the same kind were written. It is also said that the courtesan was a
normal feature of urban life. According to the Kamasutra the occupation of a
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courtesan was very demanding profession. "She was often called upon to be a
cultured companion like the geisha of Japan or the haetaere of Greec".)

GUPTA LITERATURE
Out knowledge of the development of Sanskrit literature in the early centuries A.D.
is based
on writings from the Gupta period. However, tradition associates the work of
Ashvaghosha and out-standing writer and play
Wright, one of the founders of Buddhist Sanskrit literature and a major philosopherwith the reign of Kanishak (the early second century AD). Many of his works remain
unknown, but fragments of the following poems in Sanskrit have been preserved:
Buddhacharita ("A life of the Buddha") Saundarananda (Sundari and Nanda) and
the drama shariputraprakarana. (A drama dealing with Shariputra's Conversion to
Buddhism). In ancient India these works of Ashvaghosha had enjoyed wide
popularity and the Chinese pilgrim I-tsing who visited India in the seventh century
wrote that the "poem" so gladdened the heart of the reader that he never tired of
repeating it over and over again.
Although the Buddhacharita and the Shariputraprakarana treated only Buddhist
themes and
propagated the teaching of the Buddha they possessed artistic qualities.
Ashvaghosha adheres to the epic tradition and his characters lives are filled with
drama and rich emotional experience.
In his plays Ashvaghosha lays the foundation of ancient Indian drama which was
to come into its own in the works of such writers as Bhasa, Kalidasa and Shudraka.
Thirteen plays are attribute to Bhasa but it is as yet difficult to establish which of
these early were written by this remarkable dramatist. Bahsa also made use of the
epic tradition, although his plays were constructed strictly according to the laws of
classical drama. Some modern scholars maintain, and with ample justification, that
a number of the plays attributed to Bhasa are the most ancient moderls of Indian
tragedy. This was, there is not doubt a bold innovation on the part of Bhasa who
thus defined established artistic canon. This trend in ancient Indian drama was
developed by the Shudraka, author of the play Mrichhakatiak (The title Clay Cart),
which tells of the ardent love of an impoverished merchant for a courtsan.
Possibly the greatest in ancient Indian literature is the work of Kalidasa, (late fourthearly fifth century), poet and dramatist, whose wrirtings represent an illustrious
page in the history of world culture. Translations of Kalidasa's works penetrated to
the West at the end of the eighteenth century and were well received.
There is good reason to believe that Kalidasa was native of Mandasor in Malwa. It
is, therefore, argued that he was brought up in close touch with the court of Ujjain,
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an active center of commercial and economic activity in western India. Kalidasa's
early descriptive poems, the Ritussamhara and the Meghaduta probably belong to
the reign of Chandragupta-II, and his dramas to that of Kumaragupta.
It appears that Kalidasa was a prolific writer but as year scholars have only
discovered three plays : Shankuntala, Malavikagnimitra, Vikramorvashi (Urvashi
won by Valour), the poem Meghadutta (the Cloud Messenger) and two epic poems :
the Kumarasambhava (the Birth of Kumara) and Raghuvansha (Raghu's Line)
The core of all Kalidasa writings is man and his emotions, his wordly concerns, his
joys and sorrows, His work represents a significant step forward in comparison with
the writings of Ashavaghosha who depicted in idealized image of the Buddha and
his faithfull disciples. Many of Kalidasa's heroes are kings: the poet not only extolled
their exploits, but he also condemned their ignoble deeds. Some of Kalidasa's works
bear witness to the growth of the epic poem, the so-called mahakavya. Both in his
plays and poems Nature and Man's emotions are distinguished by their lyric quality
and humanism. Without swerving from earlier traditions Kalidasa stood out as an
innovator in many respects.
Also, the very fact that tragic themes do not figure with the exception of Mrichcha
Katika by Shudrak shows that the higher strata of society primarily sought
entertainment.
In ancient India considerable advances were also made by the theator. In the Gupta
age special treatises concerning dramatic art started to appear, which provided
detailed expositions of the aims of the theratre and theatrical
entertainments, the various genres used in thetheatre etc.
When ancient Indian plays first made their way to Europe, many scholars wrote that
the Indian theatre owed its roots to ancient Greece. However it has since emerged
beyond
doubt that the theatre in India came into being quite independently. More over
Indian the atrical tradition goes further back than that of ancient Greece and is
much richer as far as theory is concerned.

In the Gupta
age the earliest of the Puranas were compiled. These collections of legends about
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gods, kings and heroes that embody the mythological and cosmological ideas of
ancient Indians were compiled over a very long period and subjected to far-reaching
editing and modification.
Some of the Dharmashastras such as the Laws of Yajnavalkya (third century AD) or
the laws of Narada (fourth and fifth centuries AD) also date from the early centuries
AD. Worthy of note among the landmarks of Sankrit literature is the Panchatan to
(third and fourth centuries AD) a collection of tales and pafables which is very
popular both in India and beyond its borders. In the early Middle Ages translations
of this work appeared in Pehlevi, Syriac and Arabic. In the Middle East the collection
was known as all the influence of the Panchatantra on both Eastern and Western
literature was considerable.
It was also in the Gupta period that the first works of literature from Southern India
written in Tamil appeard. One of the most famous these early works in Tamil was
the Kural a collection of parables. The compilation of which is traditional ascribed
to a representative of the farmers' caste, Triuvalluvar.The Kumar was undoubtedly
based on material derived from folklore and already in ancient times won enormous
popularity. In the fourth and fifth centuries A.D. Collections of Lyrical poems in
Tamil also appeared. The literature of other south Indian appear later in the early
Middle Ages.
In the end it may be noted that both Sanskrit poetry and prose were greatly
encouraged through royal patronage. However it was literature of the elites since
Sanskrit was known only to them but not to the people. The Sanskrit plays of this
period show that the characters of high social status speak Sanskrit: whereas those
of lower status and women speak Prakrit. This particular feature throws light on the
status of Sanskrit and Prakrit in society.

GUPTA ART
The glorious of the Gupta age proper (C. 350-650) have been made permanent
through the visible creations of its art. Different forms of art, e.g. sculpture painting
and terra-cotta attained a maturity balance and naturalness of exoression that have
for ever remained unexcelled. Some of our most beautiful monuments representing
the very acme of India's artistic achievement among which the immortal Ajanta
murals take precedence constitute the cultural heritage of the Gupta period.
It is contended that during the Gupta period the proto-type of Hindu temple came
into existence. It is rather unfortunate that many of the temples were destroyed by
the iconoclasm of Muslims in the first few centuries of the second millennia.
Whatever that remains of the Gupta temples the practice of keeping the principal
image in the Garbha-griha (womb-house) began from this period. The structure it
self was enclosed by a courtyard which in the later period housed a complex of
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shrines. Also it is from the Gupta period that temples came to be largely built in
stone leading to the evolution of the monumental style in Hindu architecture.
This practice of free standing temples was not taken up by the Buddhists. They
continued to excavate hills. Some of their caves ore richly adorned with paintings
like those of Ajanta. In the field of art the Gupta age witnessed classical levels in
music. Architecture, sculpture and painting. The Gupta sculptures exhibit a
gracious dignity never to be repeated again in Indian sculpture. Plain robes flowing
over the bodies appear as though they are transparent. Transparent drapery is used
not to reveal the charms of the flesh but to conceal them. If the schools of Bharhut,
Sanchi and Mathura are marked by a sensual earthiness and that of Amravati by
vital excited movement the Gupta sculpture suggests serenity and certitude.

It is however in the field of sculpture that classical heights were reached in the
Gupta period. The Buddha images at Sarnath reflect serenity and contentment
mirroring the religious atmosphere of the age. This practice of carving images was
picked up by Hinduism also. Since Hinduism created the image as a symbol the
image are not representational created the image as a symbol the images are not
representational just like those of Buddhism. The Hindu gods of the Gupta period
were primarily incarnations of Vishnu.
The Gupta sculptural style probably grew out of the Kushan style that survived at
Mathura. In early fifty century a distinctive icon was greated. It is represented by a
red sand-stone figure of a standing Buddha with an immense decorated hallow. The
tension which activated earlier tranquility, a spiritual other worldliness which is the
hallmark of the Gupta Buddhist.
According to authorities the Mathura style was refined and perfected at Sarnath. A
great number of Buddhist eculptures were unearthed here. One unique group is
known as the 'wet Buddhas' because the sculptures look as if they have been
immersed in water. The Mathuran string fold motif is omitted and the sheer muslim
Sanghati appears to cling to the body and reveal its basic form.
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A great example of Gupta sculpture created at Sarnath is that of the seated Buddha
preaching the Law, carved of Chunar sandstone. This piece harmonises refined
simplicity and Indian love of decoration. This particular image influenced India and
also had a significant and lasting effect on brahminical art. In this sculpture the
Buddha is seated as a yoqi on a throne and performs the Dharms Chakri mudra.
From the end of the fifth century on first under the on-slaught of the Huns and later
with the advent of Islam, many of the products of the Gupta art, both Buddhist and
Hindu were destroyed.
A remarkable piece of Gupta metal-casting found at Sultanganj in Bihar is nearly
feet high. Another metal figure but of a smaller size in bronze was found in U.P.
A group of small ivory images of Buddhas and Bodhisattavas founding the Kashmri
area are prime examples of late Gupta art from about the eighth century.
Now for brahminical art. Even during the Kushan period sculptures of Hindu
subjects such as the Sun God Surya and of Vishnu were produced at Mathura and
else where. During the Gupta period an major group of brahminical sculptures
appeared dealing with the various aspects of Vishnu. In the Udaigiri rock-cut shrine
near Bhopal Vishnu is presented as the cosmic boar Varaha. The figures of Yakshi
were also culled in the Udaigiri shrine. They now appear as river deities. This
transformation can be clearly seen in a figure from the doorway of a Gupta temple
at Besnagar nearby. It appears to represent the sacred river Ganga. The goddess
stands in the classic tribhanga.
Paramount among Hindu sculptures of the Gupta period are the reliefs on the
exterior walls of the ruins of the Dasavatara Temple at Deogarh near Jhansi. Vishnu
is shown asleep on the coils of the giant multi-headed serpant Ananta. Brahma is
depicted separately seated on a lotus blossom. In the upper reaches of the relief
deities including Indra and Shiva are represented. At the base of this sculptural
relief there is a panel depicting events from the epic poem the Ramayana.
Also it is interesting to note that the earliest surviving examples of painting in Ajanta
Caves belong to the Gupta period. In Cave 1 we see Gupta architecture wrought
from solid stone. This cave is also a virtual museum of Buddhist art. From every
part of the cave we see paintings depicting the rich and complex Buddhist world of
the late fifth century. The subject matter of the paintings is the various lives and
icarnations of the Buddha as told in the Jataka tales. The Bodhisattava Padmapani
in the tribhanga pose of sculpture holds a blue lotus. This figure expresses remote
calm. The absence of shadows suggests an unworldly light. This light is present in
all the paintings of Ajanta and is partly the result of the techniques used by the
artists.
Another elegant Bodhisattava figure in Cave in is shown surrounded by his queen
and ladies of the court. It recreates an episode from the Jataka story. In cave 19 we
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have a fully developed Chaitya façade to Gupta style. It has over-abundance of
Buddha images.

GENERAL ESTIMATE
The characteristic features of Gupta art are refinement or elegance simplicity of
expression and dominant spiritual purpose. An ensemble of these characteristics
give Gupta art an individuality. In the first place this art is marked by refinemnt
and restraint which are the signs of a highly developmed cultural taste and aesthetic
enjoyment. The artist no longer relies on volume to give an impression of grandiose
but focuses his attention on elegance with is not lost in the exuberance of
ornaments. The keynote of his art is balance and freedomfrom the dead weight of
conventions. The dictum is at once apparent if we compare the standing life-size
figure of the Gupta Buddha of Yasadinna with the colossal standing Bodhisttava in
the Sarnath Museum both from Mathura and in red sand stone.
Another characteristic of Gupta art is the concept of beauty for which we have a
very appropriate term rupam used by Kalidasa. The men and women in this artloving age applied the mselves to the worship of beautiful form in many ways. But
aesthetic culture did not weaken the strong structure and stamina of life or bedim
its supreme objective of yielding to the riotous worship of the sences. Art was
worshipped in order to deepen the consciousness of the soul and awaken it to a new
sense of spiritual joy and nobility. Kalidasa the supreme genius and poet of this age
has expressed this attitude of life devoted to beauty in a sentence addressed to
Paravati the goddess of personal Charm by her consort Siva: 'O fair damsel the
popular saying that beauty does not lead to sin is full of unexceptional truth'. The
path of virtue is the path of beauty- this appears to be the guiding impulse of life in
the Gupta age. To create lovely forms and harness them to the needs of higher life this was the golden harmony that made Gupta art a thing of such perpetual and inexhaustible attraction.

GUPTA RELIGION
Both Buddhism and Hinduism were widely prevalent. The characteristic features of
Hinduism enabled it to survive till today; whereas the new features of Buddhism led
to its final decline. Although Buddhism still appealed in matters of ritual making it
to be regarded as a sect of the latter. Jainism escaped from this fate. It remained
unchanged; and there fore it continued to be supported by the merchant
communities of western India. Added to this in some areas of the Deccan royalty
patronized Jainism although it ceased in the 7th century A.D.
Although Buddhism gradually declined with in the country it spread beyond the
frontiers of India first to central Asia and then to China and also to South-East Asia.
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A far more important development of the 5th century was the emergence of a curious
cult associated with the worship of women deities and fertility cults. These became
the nucleus of a number of magical rites which later came to be known as tantricism
Buddhism too came under this influence leading to the evolution or a new branch
of Buddhism in the 7th century called vajrayana of Thunderbolt Vehicle Buddhism.
In this Buddhism female counterparts came to be added to the male figures known
as taras. This particular cult exists even tody in Nepal and Tibet.
Devi worship - the cult of the mother goddess the oldest of all religious - also seems
to have received the imprimature of orthodoxy during this period. We have the
avidence of Gunadhya that tantric forms of worship were prevalent in the first
century B.C. Kalidasa himself seems to have been a worshipper of the Devi. His
name itself proclaims it as it is obviously an assumed one which means the servant
of Kali. Besides the benedictory verse in Raghuvamsa clearly states the Sakta
doctrine of the indivisibility of Siva and parvati. The God Mahakala of Ujjain whose
worship the poet describes with manifest devotion was as we known from
Gunadhya's story incorporated in Kathasarit Sagara adorned with tantric rites. In
fact not only the different modes of Devi worship but the ceremonials of the tantric
system in their various forms were well-known in the Gupta period.
While the above developments occurred in Buddhism and Jainism Hinduism
developed some distinct characteristics which exist even till today. The first is the
worship of images which superseded sacrifices. The sacrifices of the olden days were
transformed into symbolic sacrifices into the images in the poojas. This naturally
led to the decline of the priests who were dominant in sacrifices. Worship of god
indeed became the concern of the individual but regulating individual social
behaviour still remained the concern of the Brahmin. Man-made traditions of the
past began to be treated as sacred laws. Orthodoxy attempted to maintain its power
by rigid rules of exclusion. However seeing the difficulty of enforcing the sacred laws
a more broad frame of difference came to be evolved as the four ends of man-religion
and social law (dharma) economic welfare. (artha) pleasure (kama) and salvation of
the soul (moksha). Then onwards it is being maintained that a correct balance of
the first three could lead to the fourth.
Among those who practiced religion in a serious manner two sects came into
existence - Vaishnuvism and Shaivism. Broadly speaking the first was mostly
prevalent in northern India while the second in southern India. At this time the
tantric beliefs left their mark on Hinduism. Shakti cults came into existence the
subtle idea being that the male can be activated only by being united with the
female. It was thus that Hindu gods acquired wives and both came to be
worshiped. Apart from tantricism the appearance of this feature of Hinduism was
probably promoted by the persistence of the worship of the mother Goddess which
probably could be traced back to the Indus Valley Civilization.
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Along with these developments the ground was prepared for the concept of svataras
also. Hindu thinkers evolved the concept of cyclical theory of time. The cycle was
called a kalpa. The kalpa itself is divided into fourteen periods. At the end of each
period, the universe re-emerges with Manu, the primeval men. Each of these kalpas
is further divided into great intervals and ultimately into Yugas or periods of time.
As per the concept of this theory of time we are in the fourth of the Yugas, that is,
the Kaliyuga with which the world will its end. The Kaliyuga is also associated with
which the world will reach its end 10 the 10th incarnation of Vishnu.

All these developments in Hinduism were associated with disputations between
Buddhists and brahmins. These debates centred around six systems of thought
which came to be known as the six systems of Hindu philosophy - Nyaya or analysis
based on logci, Vaisheshika or
brood characteristics according to which the universe is composed of atoms as
distinct from the soul' sankhya or enumeration recognizing dualism between matter
and soul or athemeis, yoga or application relying on control over the body in order
to acquire knowledge of the ultimate law of the Vedas as opposed to pose-Vedic
thought, and Vedanta to refute the theories of non-Vedas. As known from the above
analysis the first four schools are empirical in nature, whereas, the latter two are
metaphysical. In later ages mimamasa and Vedanta gained over the others.
The above discourses were at the elite level and the generally of people came to
possess their own books of knowledge. The Puranas as known to us today were
composed in this period historical traditions as recorded by the brahmins. They
were originally composed in parts but in this period they came to be re-written in
classical Sanskrit. Later, knowledge relating to Hindu sex, rites and customs came
to be added to them in order to make them sacrosanct.

GUPTA EFFLORESCENCE
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Introduction :
Not a golden age but it was a period consummation.

Administration :
Administration was not found overnight. Began with Bimbisara and elaborated by
the Nandas and then inherited by the Mauryans. Such was the legacy of the
Gupta's Mahamatras and the provincial viceroys were inherited from the Mauryan
system. Mauryan administrative system became mellowed - less sever punishment
one - sixth of the land produce.

ECONOMIC PROSPERITY
(a) Capitalism emerged in the Mauryan period along with the guilds and ports.
(b) Trad with west on a grand scale.
(c) Material prosperity was reflected in the art and architecture of the period.
(d) Use of the silk was common.
(e) Use of intoxicants by the rich was popular.
(f) Prosperity was not achieved overnight trade routes during the time of the Sakas
and the Kushanas.

BEFORE THE GUTPAS :
(a) Udayana of Kausambi, 6th century B.C. (Veena - Buddhist books talk of palaces,
gardens and Chaityas.
(b) Artistic tradition goes back -the stupas of Sanchi and Bharhut, the chaityas of
Ajanta, Nasik and Karle the rock-cutcaves of Barabar, and the vihara caves of
Udaigiri, Khandagiri and Ajanta.
(c) In the first century AD Mathura art became active. It was the Mathura school
that first created images of the Buddha. It was also patronized by the Kushanas as
borne out by a series of portraits of the Kushana kins.

DURING THE GUPTAS :
They key note of Gupta art is balance and freedom from convention - a ment between
the right of naturalism and the bizarre symbolism of medieval art. In the beginning,
the temple was in the form of leafy bower, than a hut of reeds, and then a cellarof
THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com

GAUTAM SINGH

UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – INDIAN HISTORY

0 7830294949

wood and bricks. In the Gupta period appears garbha-griha having a small door as
entrance - interior walls are bare whereas the exterior are richly carved - Tigowa
temple in Jabalpur district, Narasimha temple in Eran and the Udayagiri Sanctuary
near Sanchi.
The Gupta sculpture was an improvement over the Gandhara sculpture. Their
sculptures show close fitting garments and decorated haloes, sculptures also appear
in the form of relief on temples. Carved brick work and the terracotta panels in the
Bhitoragaon temple. Deogarh temple - a panel representing Vishnu reclining or
Ananta - Shiva as a Yogi in this temple is a masterpiece - the same category of the
cave temples in the Udayagiri hills. Buddhist sculptures in thisperiod had grown
typically India. The Buddha of alm repose and mild serenity and abandonment of
drpery of the Gandhara art, a floral decoration showing the triumph of indigenous
tradition, seated images of the Buddha preaching are of great delicacy. Metal images
of the Buddha at Nalanda.

The Gupta coins also reached classical levels : one side portrait of the king and there
verse side appropriate goddess with symbols. Monarchs in various postures : feeding
a peacock, shooting a tiger, playing on Veena.The quality of line drawn on the coins
and their metallurgical skill are of higher level.
Number 16 and 17 cave-paintings of the Ajanta, the finest belong to this period.
These two paintings constitute a culmination of classical Indian paintings resemblance to Sigiriya frescoes.

SANSKRIT LITERATURE
Before the Guptas :
Began with Panini - the Vakatakas and the Bharasivas (Nagas) patronized
Sanskrit. The mahabashya of Patanjali was patronized by Pushyamitra Sunga Patanjali refers to dramatic recitals of Kamasavadha. He also mentions of a poet of
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the second century B.C. Vararuchi who wrote in Kavya style. Susruta and
Nagarjuna were well-versed in Sanskrit - Asvaghosha wrote Buddha Charita and
Soundara Manda. Astadhyayi of Panini hints at the existence of dramatic
literature. Kalidasa alludes to Sanksrit writers like Saumilla. Asvaghosha of the
first century wrote dramas with Buddhist themes and this dramas were based on
the norms laid down in Bharata's Natyashastra.

During the Guptas :
Sanskrit ast he language of the elite Buddhists also used it. Kalidasa, the
exponent of Kavya style - Ritusamhara and Meghadoot during Chandragupta II's
time. Kalidas was contemporary of Chandragupta II, Vikramaditya or Kumara
Gupta I, His Meghadoot is a lyric of delicate beauty. Sahakuntalam in his great
work. Vishakadatta is the author of Mudra-Rakshasa. Mrichakataka appeared in
this period. Panchatantra was probably elaborated.

RELIGION :
Before the Guptas : In religions filed also the Gupta age witnessed such standards
which are till today accepted. Religions, too, like the other filed did not originate
during the Gupta period but reached a donsummation. Worhip of Vasudeva in early
fourth century B.C. - in the middle second century B.C. Heliodours erected a
garudadhwaja. Dharam shastras and Grihyasutras emerged in the fourth century
B.C. along with the laws of Manu. The Bharasisvas and the Vakatakas contributed
to the Re-establishment of Aryan society and culture and performed Asvamedhas.

DURING THE GUTPAS :
(1) As idols became objects of worship, the sacrificial part of Hindu religion receded
into the background. Pujas gained in importance as opposed to Yajnas. Images
worship captivated the imagination of the people
(2) Redaction of thamajor Puranas and the Mahabharata. The Puranas created the
necessary mythology while sculpture brought the deities to the homes of the
common man. The essentials of the later day Hinduism appeared is a simple fashion
in the Puranas.
(3) Vaishnavism and Shivism came into existence.
(4) Development of the tantric belief - emergence of the Shakti cult.
(5) With the development of the panthoon of gods in Hinduism the gods came to be
attributed wives.
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(6) The concept of Yugas was postulate during this period - at the end of each Yuga,
the universe is recreated kaliyuga is associated with the coming of Kalikin, the
would-be incarnation of Vishnu.
(7) Also, the six system of Philosophy came into existence. Nyaya lays stress on logic.
Vaisheshika treats matter and soul as separate universes. Sankhya maintains the
existence of 25 principles as the causes of creation - is essentially atheistic. Yoga
stresses on the control of the body and senses leading to eternity - required
knowledge of human anatomy. Meemasa ephasises the ultimate law of the Vedas
and their rituals primarily supported by the brahmins. Vednanta is the
metaphysical interpretation of the Vedas - the should be reached by the atman of
each individual for salvation.
(8) Mahayana doctrine was the vogue of the day of this period. Buddhism developed
its own tantrics - in the 7th century the Thunderbolt school added female
counterparts to Buddhist pantheon known as Taras. Jainism was patronized by the
merchant communities. A Jaina council was held at Valabhi in the sixth century
and it finalized the Jaina canon.
Science : In the field of science, too, the Gupta period witnessed a conusmmeratino.
The beginnings of science were far too ancient Metallurgical skill was known from
the days of the Mauryas. The scientific knowledge of the Greeks was admired in the
post-Gupta era. These beginnings reached a culmination during the Gupta period.
Most probably a few eminent ment of science belonged to his period. Aryabhatta
was a methematician and he probably conceived the concept of zero. Arterya was a
surgeon and he performed operations of Herina and catract. Varahminhira was as
astronomer and he anticipated Copernicus. Probably, Charakha and Susruta, two
authorities on medicines, belonged to this period.

SHORTCOMINGS :
(1) All was not well with the Gupta economic prosperity. After the Huna Invasions,
trading activity with north-west came to a stop. Also goods from the Gangetic region
could not be easily carried to the Western coast. This was one of the causes of the
shift of trade towards South-East Asia.
(2) The administration of the Guptas was not as successful as that of the Mauryas.
Autonomy granted to provinces, districts and villages. The local officials formed into
cligues and very often offices became hereditary. Corruption was known. Officials
were expected to be treated with rice, curd and flowers - the last time perhaps, had
its own implications.
(3) Although Sanskrit drama attained great heights, some of the writings of the day
show that they were only for a select few of society. Good number of legal codes were
prepared like that of Yajnavalka, Narada, Barihaspati and Katyayand. The social
system became very rigid.
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(4) In matters of religion also decadent features started appearing. New cults
emerged worshipping female deities. This became the nucleus for a number of
magical rites which later came to be known as Tantricism.

(5) It was in the social field the institutionalization of difference between the castes
had begun. In the dramatic wrirings of the day, the characters belonging to the
upper state of society speak Sanksrit while those of the lower strapa and women
speak Prakrit. The status of women declined because of the practice of early
marriages. And most of the legal codes of the day reiterate the Brahmin view-point
in all matters including the status of women. The lot of Shudras which was
downgraded in the Maurya period was legalized. And the institution of
untouchability was fully established.
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POST-GUPTA PERIOD
(500-750 A.D.)
The political scene in India from the decline of the Guptas until the rise of Harsha
was bewildering. Large scale displacement of peoples continued for some time. Small
kingdoms vied with each other for the heritage of Guptas. Northern India was
divided into four kingdoms of later Guptas of Magadha, the Maukharis, the Pushabhutis and the Maitrakas. The Maukharis first held the region of western U.P.
around Kanauj. Gradually they ousted the later Guptas and made them move to
Malwa. The pushyabhut is ruled to Thaneswar north of Delhi. They had a marriage
alliance with the Maukharis. After the death of the last Maukhari king, probably the
Maukhari kingdom and that of pusyabhuti were united into one kingdom. Probably
the Maitrakas were of Iranian origin and ruled in Gujarat. They developed Vallabhi
as their capital which became an important center of learning. On the periphery of
these four kingdoms a number of small principalities were continuously fighting
with each other. All the kingdoms came into prominence after the Huninvasion since
it left a political vacuum in northern India.
Although the political picture was discouraging, there were a few formatives trends
in this period. The Gupta imperial tradition seems to have continued. Numerous
inscriptions of kings reveal that the kings claimed descent from the Gupta Vakataka
dynasties. In the same period even the character of the Hun invaders underwent
change. Tormana was no savage but a Hinduised frontier king attacking a decaying
empire. He ceased to be a foreigner. His successor, Mihirakula, was undoubtedly
one of the known tyrants of history. Let by Baladitya Gupta, the last great monarch
of the imperial dynasty, the rulers of north India combined to attack him and
overthrow his power in a great battle of 528 A.D. The hun dynasty ended with it.

After this event the kingdoms of the age carried on the traditions of the empire. In
and around the Vindhyas the Vakatakas rules with effective authority. In the
Gangetic valley the Maukhari kings consolidated their rule. True, the imperial
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tradition was under eclipse, but the country, as a whole was peaceful and
prosperous and it was not subject to anarchical disruption.
The university of Nalanda flourished in the sixth century. Saintly Sthiramati was its
head in the middle of the sixth century. Dharmapala, who extended his patronage
to the university in the latter half of the century was an eminent scholar. As a matter
of fact, Nalanda witnessed its golden period in this period.
It is also to be kept in mind that classical Sanskrit reached its perfection in the sixth
century. Bharavi, Kumaradasa and Dandin among the poets and Vishkhadatta
among the dramatists lived in the sixth century A.D. Some historians ascribe the
development of Indian mathematics and astronomy to the sixth century.
Varahamira is said to have died in 587 A.D. Aryabhata was born in 476.

It can equally be said that philosophy, logic and mimamsa matured during this
period. Buddhist and Hindu systems of logic witnessed their golden age. It is also
noteworthy that vernacular literatures began to grow. Prakrit evolved into a literary
language possessing its own grammars. It was this development that enabled
Rajasekhara and other to create classical literature of Prakrit in the next century.
Thus the old view that the sixth century was a period of anarchy and the age of
Harsha that followed it was the last glow of ancient period, cannot be sustained. On
the other hand the sixth century was a germinal period which sowed the seeds of
later developments.
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THE HOUSE OF PUSHYABHUTI
According to Harsha-Charita, a royal line was founded by one pushyabhuti, a devout
Saivite, some where near Thaneswar in the Ambala district of Haraya. Nothing much
is known about this ruler. It was only the fourth ruler prabhakaravardhana that the
title Maharajadhiraja was assumed. Historians surmise that like the Maukharis,
their immediate neighbour in the east, the Pushyabhutis took advantage of the fall
of the Gupta empire to find an independent principality.
A few details of Prabhkarvardhana are to be found in Harshacharita. He was the
great General, who possibly defeated the Hunas also. Bana also mentions that he
was the devotee of the sun.
Prabhakaravardhana had two sons, Rajhavardhan and Harshavardhana and one
daughter, Rajyasri. Grahavarman of the Maukhari dynasty was married to Rajyasri.

After the death of Prabhakaravardhan, Rajyavardhan ascended the throne. Soon
had news came, Grahavarman was killed by the Malwa ruler. Rajyavardhan leaving
the kingdom toteh care of Harshavardhan, went after the Malwa army. The Malwa
king was defeated and possibly killed. On his return Rajyavardhana was confronted
by Sasanka. All the available authorities declare that Rajyavardhana was killed by
Sasanka throught they differ in details. After his death, harsha succeeded to the
throne of Kanauj with the title of Rajputra and style of Siladitya.
However, the inscriptions of Harsha mention the names of only four of his immediate
ancestors. The kingdom was founded by Naravardhana about the close of the fifth
or beginning of the sixth century A.D. His grandson Adityavarman was known for
marrying a sister of the later Gupta monarch Mahasena-Gupta. It was only under
Prabhakaravardhana, the kingdom grew both in territory and influence as he is the
first to be styled maharajadhiraja. The Harishcharita calls him a lion to the Huna
deer, a burning fever to the king of sind a troubler of the sleep of Gurjara a bilious
plague to that scent-elephant, the lord of Gandhara, a looter of the lawlessness of
Late and an axe to the creeper of Malwa's glory.
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HISTORY OF HARSHA
The chief events of Harsha's reign can be briefly stated. Harsha on coming to the
throne set himself to bring the whole of Aryavarta under his sway, which he did in
some cases by conquest, in some cases by alliance as with Madhava-Gupta of
Magadha and Kumara of Kamarupa. Nepal and Kashmir were also within his
empire,
While his authority north of the Vindhyas was complete Harsha's arms met with a
definite set back when he advanced towards the south. The emperor of Aryavarta
was opposed and defeated on the banks of the Tapti by pulakesin II, the monarch
of Chalukyas, who himself assumed the title of emperor on the basis of his victory
over Harsha. After the defeat at the hands of Pulakesin, he seems to have turned
more to the arts of peace. Himself a dramatist and a poet of great distinction,
Harsha's court attracted the greatest writers of the day, like Bana, Mayura, Hardatta
and Jayasena. The Chinese pilgrim lived at his court and we have there fore a
trustworthy description of the life of the times.
In his personal religion Harsha was a follower of the Buddha; but as in the case of
other Buddhist kings he remained a Hindu. In his own books it is to Shiva that he
prays. Daily he fed five hundred brahmins along with a thousand Buddhist monks.
At allceremonial festivals of the king, Shiva and Vishnu received full honours along
with the Buddha.

However, artificial glow illumines the reign of Harsha. It is important to note that
Harsha's empire was one which was composed of powerful independent monarchs,
who accepted the suzerainty of Harsha more as a personal homage than as
subordiation to an empire. The great dynasty of the Maukharis, though allied to that
of Harsha, ruled over the eastern portion fo their hereditary dominions. MadhavaGupta of Magadha was a powerful monarch. The Maitrekas of Vallabhi and Kumara
Bhaskara of Kamarupa were hardly vassals of the empire. The only thing is that all
of them recognized the personal greatness of Harsha and accepted him as a
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suzerain. Thus, his dazzling personality alone gave a semblance of unity to the
empire which extended from the Indus to the Brahmaputra.

ADMINISTRATION OF HARSHA
The administration of Harsha is one inname only. Whatever information we have on
it does not speak well of it. And the only relieving feature of this picture is the
striking personality of Harsha.
Harsha's interest indirect supervision of administration is one plus point. Hiuentsang writes that "If there was any irregularity in the manners of the people in the
cities, he went amidst them." Inscriptions reveal that Harsha had stayed in two
places during his travels. Harsha traveled ingreat state and his camps looked very
impressive because he was surrounded by a number of guests. Hieum-Tsand writes:
"The king's day was divided into three periods of which one was given to the affairs
of government, and two were devoted to religious work. He was indefatigable, and
the day was too short for him." The way in which Harsha worked was recorded by
Bana also.
The emperor appointed provincial governors known as Lokapalas who were posted
at chosen centers in different quarters. The provinces were known as Bhuktia,
districats as Vishayas, sub-divisions of districts as Patakas and Villages as gramas.
Next to the sovereign was the chief minister and the mantriparishad. According to
Bhandi, a cousin of Rajayavardhana, Harsha's accession to throne was approved by
the parishad. This account is corroborated by the Chinese pilgrim. Avanti was the
supreme minister of war and peace, according to Bana. For maintaining law and
order, a great number of military and executive officers were employed. At times,
some of the high officers were combined in one and the same persons. A few other
names also are known: Simhanada was Harsha's senapati. Harsha treated him with
great respect as he was a scholarly man. Also, we hear of a handful of officials who
themselves were chiefs indicating that in all probability Harsha's sovereignty was of
a confederate nature. According to Hiuen-Tsang, both ministers and officials
received land grants instead of salaries. One-fourth of eth crown land was set apart
for the endowment of great public servants and another one-fourth for the expenses
of government and State worship.
The army of Harsha was organized into four traditional divisions. Probably 60,000
elephants and 100,000 horses. However, some of the regions were not free from
brigands as is known from the experience of Hiuen-Tsand who was way laid.
Lawlessness was not the order of the day but there were plots against kings
including one against Harsha. The offender was punished by imprisonment for life.
for offance against social morality the punishment was either mutilation of limbs or
deportation. Trial by or deal was common. Justice was harsh, but as the Chinese
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pilgrim maintains, the government was very generous and did not make any large
demands either on the liberties or pockets of the people.
In general, the country was not entirely free from brigands who made traveling very
risky. Hiuen-Tsand himself twice had narrow escapes from the clutches of bandits,
Villagers haunted by the fear plunder often questioned the right of the King to rule
according to Bana. However, as Hiuen-Tsand states that since the government was
honestly administered, the people lived on good terms and the criminal class was
very small.
Regarding administration of provinces and villages very meager information is
available. The territory of the empire was called rajya or desa, which was divided
into bhuktis, visayas and gramas. The governor of the provinces was, at times, a
member of the royal family. The governor appointed his suordinate officials.
Probably, the officials mentioned in the Gupta period continued to work in the time
of Harsha. Besides the officials of states non-official element was also associated
with the local administration. The Madhuban plate of Harsha (grant of an agrahara
to some persons) states that the grant was made in the presence of all his chief
officers and the resident people who were summoned as witnesses to this
transaction. Such orders of the king were, at times, signed by Harsha himself. The
Banskhera plate was signed by Harsha and described as one given under his own
hand and seal. Often the king's orders were delivered through messagers to local
officers, who in turn, grew up necessary charters and handed over the grant to the
grantees.

Finally, regarding fiscal administration we get some information from inscriptions.
In all probability, land was surveyed measured and divided into holdings with welldefined boundaries. The holdings were of different sizes. At times these were served
by common land which in certain cases, had irrigation wells. The names of owners
of land were entered in the village records. It appears that record of village census
was also kept. It is certain that land revenue was only a modest percentage of total
yield. Taxation was light-revenue from crown lands amounted to only one -sixth of
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the crop, according to traditional standard. The other sources of revenue were trade,
and duties at ferries and barrier stations.
The enlightened character of Harsha's administration is shown by the creation of a
department of records and archieves. Both good and bad were faithfully recorded in
officials annals and state papers while instance of public calamities of good furtuns
are set forth indetails. Taxation was light. The land tax was one-sixth of the crop.
According to tradition, standard revenue was also derived from trade. Ligth, duties
were levied on ferries and barriar stations.

In this manner, we have a very shetchy knowledge of Harsha's administration. Ineed
the administration was not well integaretd as Harsha domain itself was so shaky.
However, the fat that the knig devoted himself to the welfare of the people by
traveling in the country and the generosity with which he gave grants, shows that
he was one of the illustrious rulers of Inda the manner of Ashoka and Shaivaji.
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EXAGGERATIONS OF BANA AND
HUEUN-TSANG :
Harsha who ruled between 600 and 647 A.D. was viewed till recently as the last
great Hindu rulers, but this assessment is no longer tenable. His achievment were
exaggerated both by Bana and Hiuen-Tsang.
The chief source for assessing Harsha's achievement in the Harsha Charitra of
Bana. His expression in the book is poetic, allusive, and full of punning references.
At oneplace sunset stands for bloody wars, buzzing bees, for arrowsn and blooded
moon, for the rising power of Gauda King. "Harsha Charitra is as much based on
real events as Scott's quantin Durward of Waverley."
The points of dispute in Bana's version and the following First, Bana claims that
Harsha installed Bhaskar Varmen on the throne. Secondly many rulers owed their
appointments to him. Thirdly, the ruler of Kashmir surrendered the tooth relic of
the Buddha to Harsha. Fourthly, the rulef of Sind was stripped of his royal fortune.
Fifthly, no mentions made about the defeat of Harsha by Pulakesin. Sixthly, that
elephants and horses were not unharnessed for six years by Harsha. Seventhly,
description of internal administration is full of panegyrics - no foged documents, no
multilation of offenders, no quarrles about revocery of debts, and no occasion to
resort to courts of justice. All these remarks of Bana should be taken with a pinch
of Salt in view of the facdt that they differematerially with the available information.
In like manner the accounts of Hiuen-Tsand, too, era open to debate. First, his
praise of Harsha is an eulogy. "He was indefatigable and the day was to sought for
him. His qualification moved heaven and earth, and his sense of justice was admired
by the gods and men. His renown spread out everywhere." To describe all his
conduct would be to tell again the deeds of Sudhama. He forgot sleep and food in
his devotion to good work". Secondly, his statement that Harsha had 60,000
elephants was an exaggeration. His other statements that after sixth years of
struggle and fighting agains the "five Indies" Harsha enjoyed peace for 30 years with
out resorting to arms, in sdefinitely false, Thridly, his remark that one-forth of the
revenue from the crown lands was earmarked for rewarding scholars or literarymen
is an exaggeration. Fourthly his praise of Harsha on account of his predilection for
Buddhism is uncalled for because Harsh's affinity to Buddhism is in no way
contrary to the tradtion of ancient India. He states, At the ryoyal lodges every day
viands wer provided for 1,000 Buddhist monks and also 500 brahmins. The King's
day was devided into three periods of which one was given to the affairs of
government and the other two were devoted to religios work". Dr. R.C. Majumdar
states that his account of Prayag quinquennial conference is ins all likelihood about
a perversion of truth. Of course, the information as given by him about the
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quanquennial assembly on the condition of Kanauj and no the declining nature of
Buddhism in the different parts of India, are quite valuable.
Apart from this, the praise of these two contemporaries is not reliable because of
the following reasons. The unity maintained by Harsha was superficial. In norther
India the Maukhar is ruled independently over the astern protions of their
hereditary dominions. Madhava -Gupta and Magadha was a powerful ruler. The
Maitrekas of vallabhi and Bhaskar Varman were hardly vassals of the empire. The
administrative system not that god as made out by the two contemporaries. Even
the Gauda ruler, against whom Harsha took an oath of Vengeance, remained
powerful till his death in 637 A.D. and this Gauda rulers was subdued by Bhaskar
Varman of Kamarupa, not by Harsha. The Chiecene chroniclers record serious
disturbances from 618to 627 A.D. Harsha was defeated by Pulakesinin 637 A.D. A
record of the Gurjaras of Broach refues to the defeat of Harsha by prince of Vallabhi.
After Harsha's death one of his ministers usurped the throne, All these go wo show
that the Picture was not as the rosy as presented by Bana and Hiuen-Tsand.

Indeed, Harsha was undoubtedly a great monarch. At one time the ruler of
Kamarupa wasconstrained not to detain a Chinese pilgrim against the will of his
mighty ally. The ruller of Kashmir, Sind, Sallabhi and Kamarupa feared and also
respected him. Sasanka was forced a withdraw, leaving Kanauj alone. Even after
the defeat in the south, Harsha was the only ruler entiled to use music-pace durms.
Besides his sense of duty, literacy merits, patronage of scholars and unheard of
philanthropy are really remarkable.
And the very fact that the capial of Harsha, Kanauj, became the eynosure of all the
neighbours from 647 to 1200 A.D., speaks volumes. Thus, without dyenying to
Harsha what undoubtedly is his, we have to be critical of the wo Boswells who
exaggerate the greatness of their Johnson.
Events towards the end of Harsha's reign are described in Chinses sources. An
embassy was sent by the Tanj emperor of the dayin 643 and agina in 647. It was on
the second occasion that the Chinese abassador found that Harsha had recently
died and the throne was usurped by an undeserving the King. The Chinese
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ambassador rushed to Nepal and Assam and raised a force with which he defeated
the usurper and he was taken to China as a prisoner. The kingdom of Harsha his
death, disintegrated rapidly into small states.

HARSHAVARDHANA AND HIS
TIMES
The age of Harsha was a trubulent one. Yet, the general life of people was a
prosperous one.
In estimating the social life of people during the Harsha, We have to keep in view
the administration of Harsha, for the social life of a people anywhere in olden days,
to some extent was influenced by its administrative system. Hiuen-Tsang attributes
commendable administrative vigilance to Harsha - made tours of inspection
throughout his kingdom, and promoted benevolent activities like construction and
maintenance of roads, sarais, hospitals, etcl. Hiuen-Tsang states as the government
is generous officals requirements are few. Families are not registered and individuals
are not subject to forced labour contributions the king's tenants pay one-sixth of
the products as the rent."
But talking of justice, cruel punishment continued. Trial by or deal was common.
For offences against social morality, disloyal and inferior conduct, the punishment
ws to cut of the nose, ear, hand, foot or to banish the offender to another country
or into wilderness. Hiuen-Tsnad maintains that as the government was honestly
administrated and the people lived on good terms the criminal classes was small.
But Chinese pilgrim about whom special care may have been taken by the
government was robbed of his belongings, although he records that according to the
laws of the land severe punishments wre inflicted for cirme. Robbery wsa considered
to be a second treason for which the right hand of the robber was amputated. But
it seems that under the influence of Buddhism the severity of punishment was
mitigated, and criminals were imprisoned for life.
Talking of political life, in most cases kingshop was hereditary although at times a
king was nominated by his predecessor or elected by people or nobels. Nandivarman
Pallava was raised to the throne by the mula prakritis. At Thaneshwar the crown
was offered to Harsha by a council of nobles headed by Bhandi. Secondly the
tradition that the welfare of king depends on the welfare of people was still believed
in. Fa-Hien, Hiue-Tsang and Suleiman record that rulers did their best to live up to
this anciant maxim. Fourthly quite a number of important rulers loved learning and
patronized the arts. Harsha, Mahendra varman, Amoghavarsha I, Bhoja of Dhar
somesware III of Kalyan and Ballala Sena of Bengal were writers of no mean repute.
Fitthly, the king was all important even though has was assisted by Ministers.
Manu's recommendation of council of seven or eight ministers was normally followed
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Sixthly the chief source of revenue was land-one-sixth of its produce. A few other
taxes were imposed on ports, ferries, etc. Apart from taxation, returns from royal
lands, mines etc. and tributes from vassals filled royal coffers. Finally, kingdoms
were divided into smaller units for the convenience of administration. And royal
armies mostly relied on elephants, infantry and cavalry. From the features
delineated above, one can easily deduce that the political structure of the day did
impinge upon the lives of people.
Relating to social life, Hiuen-Tsang metions four chief castes and also innumerable
sub-castes. But Bana mentions that castes mixed freely. Bana even makes mention
of his two brothers born of Shudras. The Chinese traveler, Hiuen-Tsang, refers to
prohibition, widow-remarriage and the costom of sati. Yet, women were not regarded
as inferior to men. Som of the royal ladies were skilled in music and dancing.
Rajyasri sat along with Harsha and listened to the discourses on Buddhism.
Interestingly, Hiuen-Tsang notes the absence of tailors and shoe-makers; the
simplicity of brahmins and kshatriyas; the luxuries of king's nobels and rich men;
honesty and morality of the people because of the fear of retribution in life to come:
and, suicide of very old men of people afflicted with incurable diseases in the
Ganges. Another interesting point mentioned by him is the etiquette of lifting the
turban as a mark of greeting is social gatherings. Regarding the temperament of
people, the travelers note that they were hasty and inecisve but moral. The people
were not deceitful by nature and valued their pledges and promises. The country
was prosperous. Vegetables and minerals were abundant. Fish and mutton were
consumed occasionally. Onions and garlic were not much used.
The brahmins and kshatriyas are reported to have led a simple life, but the nobles
and priests led a luxurious life. Hiuen-Tsang calls the Shudras agriculturists, which
is significant. In the earlier texts they are represented as serving the three higher
varnes. The Chinese pilgrim takes note of untouchables such as scavengers,
executioners, etc. They lived outside the villages and consumed garlic and onion.
The untouchables announced their entry into the town by shouting loudly so that
people might keep awap from them.
Coming to the cultural life of people, we cannot ignore the contribution of Harsha
to it. Probably Harsh wrote the three dramas Ratnavali, Priadarshika and
Nagananda in Sanskrit. The Chinese traveler, I-Tsing recorded that Harsh versified
the story of Jimutayahana in Nagananda and extremely fond of literature. It is
contended that the Banskhera and Madhuban copper-plate inscriptions were
probably composed by Harsha himself. The other works attributed to him are the
two Sanskrit stotras in praise of the Buddha and a work on grammer. Besides
Harsha, Bana was the Chief poet who wrote Hadembari and is also supposed to
have written the'Parvati-parinay' and the Chandiskata, A writer Mayura was a
master of erotic poetry. A other literary figure was Matanga Divakara.
Apart from royal court, the sylvan ashramas were the centers of intellectual activity.
Bana records a detailed account of the ashrama of the Buddhist saga Divakaramitra
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in the Vindhyas. Hiuen-Tsand credits the people of the middle country with
clearness and correctness of speech. According to him children were taught the five
subjects of grammer, mechanical arts, medicine, logic and philosophy from the
seventh year onwards. He was all praise for the great scholars of the day. Among
educational centers the most famous was the Nalanda university. It attained
international repute. It was patronized by Kumaragupta I, and also by Hrasha. The
famous teachers of the university were Dignaga, Dharmapala and Shilabhara. The
teacher, Dharmapala, originally belonged to the city of Kanchi and wrote books on
Buddhist logic and metaphysics. It was during the time of Shilabhadra that HiuenTsang visited Nalanda. Even though the university was a Mahayana institution,
brahminical subjects like the Vadas were included in the curriculum. Those who
sought admission in the university were examined by the keepers of the gate. It is
said that not more than 20 per cent of candidates could pass this examination of
the gate-keepers. There was no fee for education. Boarding lodging and clothing
were free. The university derived its revenues from the villages granted to it by
royalty. During the time of Hiuen-Tsang there were about 10,000 student and
women were also included in it. I-Tsing says that the discipline was strict at
Nalanda. Sanskrit was the medium of instruction. The method of teaching was
primarily tutorial even though there were some lectures. Time was regulated by a
water-clocl. I-Tsing says that there were eight halls and 300 rooms in this university.
It possessed an observatory and a laboratory also.
With regard to art, the Guptam style was continued. Hiuen-Tsang refers to a copper
statute of the Buddha. The brick temple of Laxmana at Surpur is one of the most
beautiful in India, unsurpassed in the richness and refinement of its ornaments.
Talking of religion, it was a remarkable era. In the Gupta period brahminism reasserted itself. The reading of the Gita was popular with intelligentsia. The leader of
Hindu reformation Sankara, in the 8th century, commented on the Gita. By the time
of Alberuni it was so popular that Alberuni quotes the text of the Gita.

Nevertheless, Hinduism, of the Gupta age witnessed a set-back some developed the
dectrine of mimamsa. The doctrine was quite ancient but it became popular with
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prabhakara at the end of the sixth century. Another great exponent of it was
Kumarila in the 7th century. Another doctrine imprimarily concerned with the
technique of thought, that is, it is only concerned with rituals. 'The Mimamsa lives
in a world of self-revealed Vedas and is concerned only with correct performance of
the rites as laid down". This doctrine was poles apart from popular puranic religion
of people. Also, it contradicts the idea of a popular personal deity which is to be
realized either through bhakti or yoga. Luckily this barren ritualism was attacked
by Sankara in the 8th century. Here we must also note that Buddhism was on the
declire. Hiuen-Tsang notes the dacay of Buddhism even though he was not
conscious of it. But Buddhism gained popularity in Kanara, in certain parts of UP
and in Bengal.
Thus, there is nothing unique about the life of people during the age of Harsha. The
creative urge witnessed in the Gupta period continued. Yet, as the future was to
prove, the quiet greatness of this age was only as afterglow.
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MAUKHARTS
The Maukharis are a very ancient family. Possibly they were known to paint and
also to Patanjali. We have definite evidence of their ruling as a power only from the
6th century A.D. probably Yagna-Varman founded this family. He was succeeded
by Sardula-varman. He in turn was succeeded by Ananta-Varman. The existing
records lavish praise on these rulers but they do not throw light on their history. A
very interesting feature of this evidence is that mone of the records refer to any
paramount sovereigns. Soholars, however, hold the view that the Maukharis were
inallprobability feudatories of the imperial Guptas. The evidence as it is shows that
Ananta-varman flourished at a time when the Gupta Empire had begun to decline.
Another branch of the Maukharis which ultimately became more powerful is known
from several seals and inscriptions. The rule of Hari-Varman, Aditya-Varman
probably had nothing great.

It was only during the reign of Isana-Varman that the family rose to power and
prestige. The kingdom is located in the modern State of UP. It is only from Isanavarman on wards that they ceased to be feudatories. It was said about Isana-varman
that he defeated andhras and forced the Gaudas to remain in their proper realm. It
is a well-known fact that isana-varman issued coins in imitation of Toramana,
Gupta coins but distinguished by a date.
It was not only Isana-varman who took advantage of the destruction of the Gupta
empire, another family known as later Gupta rose into prominence and Challenged
the Maukharis bid for imperial power. This led to a long war which continued for
more than half a centuy and ultimately resulted in the disappearence of the
Maukharis. It was Kumaragupta of the later Guptas who totally defeated Isanaverman. Once again Kumaraguptas son Domodargupta defeated the Maukharis. It
is strange that Harsha's inscriptions which recorded glorious military exploits of
Isana-varman is altogether silent about this fight of the Guptas.
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Althought Isana-varman in all probability had suffered defeat at the hands of the
later Guptas, his army was instrumental for defeating the Huns. Isana-varman
played a very important role in this victory. Possibly, as the deputy of the Gupta
emperor, Isana-varman defeated the Huns but utilized this success to carve out an
independent kingdom.
Isana-varman was succeeded by his son sarva-varman. We have definite historical
proof that he possessed a part of Magadha.
Both sarva-varman and his son and successor Avanti-varman are styled as
Maharajadhirajas. According to Banabhatta, Prabhakara-vardhana of Kanauj gave
his daughter Rajyasri in marriage to the son of Avanti-varman. However nothing of
importance is known about both Sarva-varman and Avanti-varman.

It was Avanti-varman's eldest son, Graha-varman that figures prominently in Bana's
Harsha-Charita. Graha-varman was on the throne in early 7th century.
Al these four kings ruled for a little more than half a century. Based on the locations
where the coins and inscriptions have been found, it is maintained that Uttar
Pradesh or a major part of it constitutes the nucleus of the Maukhari Kingdom. It
is generally thought that modern Kanauj on the Ganga was the capital city of the
Maukharis.
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THE LATER GUPTAS
The designation later Guptas is a peculiar one as there is no evidence to show that
this family was in any way connected by blood with the imperial Guptas. It is also
interesting to know that the family never called it self by the name Gupta and one
name of its ruler is Aditya-Sena and not Gupta.
In all probability, just as the Maukharis, they too were feudatories of the imperial
Guptas. To begin with, and later established an idependent kingdom which lasted
till about the middle of 8th century A.D. the founder of this dynasty was KrishnaGupta. He and his two successors, Harsha-Gupta and Jivita-Gupta I must have
ruled Magadha around 550 A.D.

Most of the evidence relating to this dynastry if from a single inscription issued by
the 8th king, Aditya-Sena who ruled in the second half of the 7th century. It is
clearly suggested that no one assumed a royal title and each of them was simply
called Sri. It was Aditya-sena who assumed fullimperial title.
From the limited evidence that is available is is held that Kumara-Gupta the 4th of
this dynasty is said to have defeated Isana-varman of the Maukharis. In all
probablty the two families were feidndly to begin with but later because of military
ambitions they fought with each other. More details are known about the 4th King,
Kumarda-Gupta. He defeated the Maukhari king Isana-varman. This great victory
over the Maukhari chief made him to be ranked virtually an independent chief.
Thus, we can say that he was Kurara-Gupta who had laid the foundation of the
greatness of the family some where about 550 A.D.
Gradually, the later Guptas came to possess Malwa, Magadha and north Bengal. It
is presumed that Kumara-Gupta advanced as far as Allahabad.
This struggle was continued in the reign of Damodar-Gupta, son of Kumara-Gupta.
Damodar-Gupta was succeeded by his son, Mahasena-Gupta probably in the last
quarter of the 6th century. In all probability he defeated Susthita-varman, the father
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of king Bhaskara-varman of Kamrupa. He probably advanced as faras Brahmaputra
river.
However, Mahasena-Gupta met with misfortune in the later part of his reign. Both
Bhaskara-Varman and the Maukharis attacked Mahasena-Gupta. The situation
was made critical by internal discord. Sasanka the Gauda ruler, not only founded
an independent kindom, but also ruled over Magadha, the eastern territories of
Mahasena-Gupta. Furthermore, in allikelihood Mahasena-Gupta was defeated by
the Tibetan king enabling Maukhari Avanti-varman to occupy some territories of
Mahasena-Gupta.

After Mahasena-Gupta, the power of later Guptas shifted to Malwa. Kumara-Gupta
and his brother are described as the sons of the king of Malwa. It is also assumed
by historians that it was prabhakaravardhana of Kanauj that stood by the side of
the young princes of Malwa. It looks that Mahasena-Gupta appealed for help to
Prabhakaravardhana. Although he could not save Malwa, he rescured both the sons
of Mahasena-Gupta and made them stay with him. Probably both of them remained
as attendants of rajyavardhana and Harshavardhan till the kingdoms of Magadha
and Malwa were restored to them.
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PALLAVAS
Introduction to Pallavas Chalukyas etc. The history of the region south of the
Vindhyas between 300 and 750 A.D. constitutes a water-shed. After the collapse of
the Satavahanas, Ikshvakus rose to power in the Krishna-Guntur region. They were
supplanted by the pallavas. In northern Maharashtra and Vidharba the
Satavahanas were succeeded by the Vakatakas. They in turn, were followed by the
Chalukyas of Badami. After two centuries they were overthrown by their feudatories,
the Rashtrakutas in 757 A.D.
During the period review, the region south of the Vindhyas witnessed the march of
Brahmanism. In early stages, extensive Buddhist monuments came into existence.
A little later Jainism came to prevail in Karnataka. And the peninsula, as a whole
saw the emergence of a stone temple for Shiva and Vishnu in Tamilnadu under the
Pallavas, and in Karnataka under the chalukyas of Badami. In a way, south India
ceased to be the land of megaliths inearly 4th century A.D.

Along with religion, the language of the rulers and the literate class witnessed a
transformation. From about 400 A.D. Sanskrit became the official language of the
peninsula.
The history of the pallavas illustrate three characteristics the L.C.Ms. of Indian
history till the 17th century: wars with neighbouring States, controversial neature
of historical material, and royal patronage of literature and arts.

ORIGIN
Very little reliable information on the origin of the Pallavas is available. They appear
to have intruded into the south. Katyayana (fourth century B.C.) mentions the
Pandyas and the Cholas, but not the Pallavas, Ashoka (third century B.C.) refers to
the Cholas, the Pandyas and Keralas, but not the Pallavas.
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The Pallavas were a branch of the Pahleves of Parthians is the opinion of some
scholars, like father Heras; but there is no positive evidence for the Phalava
migration into the south.
That Pallavas were an indigenous dynasty which rose to power after the
dismemberment of the Andhra empire, is another thesis. Probably their leaders
gathered around them selves the Kurumbas, the Moravars, the killers and other
predatory tribes in order to form one great community. According to srinivas
Aiyangar, the Pallavas belonged to the anciert Naga people who them selves were
composed of a primitive Negri, an element of Australisian and the later mixed race.
To start with they lived in the Tondaimandalam districts around Madras. Later, they
conquered Tanjore and Trichinopoly districts. The Pallavas recruited their troops
from the martial tribute of pallis of Kurumbas. The Pallavas were the hereditary
enemies of Tamil Kings. Even now the term palava means a rogue in Tamil language;
and a section of the Pallavas who settled in the Chola and pandya countries came
to be known as kallar or thieves. All these people doubtless belong to a Naga race.
The third is that the Pallava dynasty emerged and owed its origin to a Chola prince
and the Naga princess of Manipallavam an is land near Ceylon. According to this
theory, the son born out of the wedlock was made the king of Tondaimandalam by
his father, and the dynasty was so named after his mother's home land. Dr.
Krishnaswamy Aiyangar argues that the Pallavas are mentioned as Tondaiyar in the
literature of the Sangam era and that they were descended from the Naga chieftains
but owed allegiance to the Satavahana kings. But this theory, too, is doubtful
because of their continual fight with the cholas and their striking northern character
as compared to the Cholas.
Dr. K.P.Jayaswal argues that the pallavas were a branch of the Brahmin dynasty of
the Vekatakas. Except for their early copperplate charters which are in Prakrit. All
the other epigraphich records are in Sanskrit. Hiuen-Tsang says that their language
and literature differed very slightly from that of northern India. The Talagunda
inscription, however. States that the Pallavas were Kshatriyas.

POLITICAL HISTORY of
PALLAVAS
The first important ruler was Siva Skandavarman who performed an Aswamedha
and other Vedic sacrifices. His capital was kanchi. Samudragupta forced the pallava
king, Vishnugopa, to acknowledge the Gupta suzerainty. And the story of the
Pallavas in the 5th and 6th centuries is very sketchy.
By end of the sixth century the Pallavas re-emerged on the scene. Simhavishnu (575
to 600 A.D.) captured the territory of the Cholas and humbled the pride of his
neighbours including Ceylon. He was ovavaishnava faith as borne out by the
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magnificent reliefs representing Simhavishnu and two of his consorts in the Varsha
cave at Mamallpuram.
With Mahendravarman I, the son and successor of Simhavishnu, began thetitanic
tripartite struggle with the Chalukyas of Vatapi and the Cholas. The Chalukya king,
Pulakesin II, captured Kanchi. Pulakesin II won the pitched battle fought at Pullalur,
fifteen miles north of Kanchi.
However, Narsimhavaram I, the son and successor of Mahendravarman I, defeated
pulskesin II in many battles and probably killed pulakesin himself. He also defeated
the Cholas, the Cheras and the pandyas. He even sent two naval expeditions to
Ceylon and placed his protégé on the throne of Ceylon. Narasimhavarman I was a
great builder too. Mamallapuram was embellished during his time. Hiuen-Tsand
visited his kingdom. He states that the soil was fertile and produced abundance of
grain; flowers and fruits were many precious gems and other luxury articles were
known; and the people were courageous and greatly attached to learning, honestry
and truth.

Narasimhavarman II. He too, fought with the chalukyas. He was succeeded by
Paramesvaravarman I in whose reign Vikramadhitya I of the Chalukyas, in alliance
with the Pandyas, renewed the hostilities. He probably captured the city of Kanchi.
Later, Paramesvarvarman I defeated Vikramadhity II. The Pallava records claim that
the Chalukya pattack was hurled back.
Yet, as we know, the Chalukyas once again swept through the Pallava dominions
under the captainship of Vikramaditya II in the 8th century, A.D. Nandivarman was
defeated and Kanchi was captured. By then, the Pallavas faced a serious challenge
from the rising dynasties of the south. The Pandyas advanced along the banks of
Kanchi. The last nail in the coffin was driven by Aditya Chola who defeated Aparajita
Pallava and took possession of his kingdom towards the end of the 9th century A.D.
The Chalukya victory over the Pallavas in 740 A.D. was the beginning of the end of
the Pallavas supremacy. The Cholas, in alliance with the Pandyas, defeated the
Pallavas by the close of the 9th century. Very soon even the Chalukyas collapses
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but the Pallavas: chiefs continued to exist till the end of the 13th century. After the
17th century. All traces of the Pallavas as a distinct community of clan disappeared;
but the Kallar, Palli and Vellala castes trace their origir origin from them.

NOTE ON CHALUKYA-PALLAVA CONFLICT
The Chalukya-Pallava war began with Pulkasin II and ended with the collapse of
both the dynasties singnificantly, the power that rose thereafter, the Rushtrakutas
and the cholas, continued the same sort of struggle. This was because the
Chalukya-Pallava struggled was to a great extent determined by the geographical
loation of the Chalukya and Pallava kingdoms.
After the first bout was over, the Pallavas agenged their defeat during the days of
Narasimhavarman I. He captured the lost territories. In thie he was assisted by the
king of Ceylon. He entered the capital of Bademi in 642 A.D. and assumed the title
of Vatapikonda, that is, the conqueror or Vatapi.
After that, for the next tweleve years there was a respite; the Pallavas were involved
in naval wars while supporting the Ceylonese kings, and the Chalukyas were
troubledby their feudatories, Afther the Chalukyan house was set in order in 655,
they re-occupied the terrirtories lost to the Pallavas. This was the third phase. Soon
thej tables were reversed. There was a rift in the Chalukyan royal family. Taking
advantage of this, the Pallavas once again entered Badami. Details of relating to this
compaign are to be found in the Pallava grant found near Kanchi. This was th fourth
phase.
The fifth phase started when the Chalukyas and the Gangas united in 731 to attack
the Pallavas. The reigning Pallava king was killed and Kanchi was occupied. Later,
the council of ministers chose Nandivarman II.
In the last phase the ball was in the the court of Pallavas. At this time, the
neighbours of the Pallavas in the south, that is, the Pandays, Joined the conflict.
The Pandyas of Madura were not well disposed towards the Pallavas. In the
meantime the Chalukyas wre threatened by the Arabs, the latter already being in
occupation of Sing. While the Chalukyas were engrossed in the threat from the
north, one of their feudatories Dantidurga, broke away from the but they, too, within
a century ment their end, the last of the Pallavas was assassinated by the son of a
feudatory.

PALLAVA SOCIETY
The Pallavas political history covering four centuries is tortous and complex but
their contribution to society is singnificant in two ways - comletion of Aryanisation
of southern India, and consmation of traditional or indigenous art.

THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com

GAUTAM SINGH

UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – INDIAN HISTORY

0 7830294949

The Aryanisation of south India as completed during the period of the Pallavas. Their
grants show that the Aryan structure of society has gained frim hold on the south
by the sixth century. Grants to brahmins are specifically mentioned which show
that the north Indian Dharma Sastras had acquired authority in the Pallava
kingdom. Sanskrit had established its sway. The university of Kanchi played to
doubt a great part in India, and we know from Hiuen-Tsang that it was the greatest
center of education in the south. Vatsyayana, the logician, the author of Nyaya
Bhashya who lived in the fourth century. A.D, seems tohave been Pandit of Kanchi.
Denage the famous Buddhist dialectian is also said to have had his training in the
souther capital. In the fifth century we have epigraphic record of Nayurrasarman of
the Kadamba family going for higher studies to Kanchi. In fact it can ligtimately be
calimed that Kanchi of the Paalvas was the great center from which the
Sanksritisation of the south as well as the Indian colonies in the far-east proceeded.

Pallavas were orthdox Hindus and they patronized the great reformation of the
medival ages. Most of the kings ere brahminical Hindus devoted to the worship of
Shiva. Mahendravarman was the first, who about the middle of his reign, adopted
the worship of Siva and he was influenced by the famous saints of the age. He
showed reverence to other Hindu gods also. But, he was intolerant of Jainism and
destroyed some Jain monastries. Some Vaishnava and Saiva saints lived during his
time. In general, the Pallavas were tolerant to other sects. Buddhism and Jainism
lost their appeal. Indeed Hiuen-Tsang saw at Kanchi one hundred Buddhist
monastries and 10,000 priests belonging to the Mahayana school but this has to be
taken with a pinch of salt.
In general, the vedic tradition was super imposed on the local traditions, As
brahmins were custodians of Vedic tradition, they automaticalldy enjoyed
privillages. The Vedic tradition, a little later, received stimulus because of
Sankarcharya. The Temples were the focal points. The out-castes were not permitted
to enter the precincts of the temple.
Even then, Tamil saints of the 6th and 7th centuries, who were the progenitors of
the bhakti movement, mostly belonged to the lower castes. The hymns and
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sermonsof the nayanaras (Shaivism) and the slvars (vaishnavism) continued the
tradition. Amongst the Shaiva saints the important were Appar (supposed to have
converted Mahendravarman) Sambandar, Manikkawasagar, and Sundarar. The
most ………………………….. about them was the presence of women, Saints, such
as Andal. This Bhakti cult was derived from the ideas in the Upanishads and also
from the heterodox doctrines. Dr. Thapar opines that the concepts of
comapassonate God was a resultant of the impact of Buddhist ideas particularly the
bodhisttava concept, although the chirstians in malabar might have provided a new
perception of religion. What the bhakti movement contributed was great. The
religious hymns and music as popularized by Tamil saints were sung during temple
rituals. Dancing was also included. From the Pallavi period onwards dancers were
maintained by all the prosperous temples.
Regarding education, in the early days, education was imparted by Jains and
Buddhists. The Jaina institutions were located at Madurai and Kanchi. Soon
brahminical institutions superseded them. Ghatkias or Hindu colleges were
attached to the temples. They were primarily Brahmin institutions are mostly
confined themselves to advanced studies. And in the 8th century the maths also
became popular, which was an ominous institutions because of its being a resthouse, a feeding center and an education center. In all these colleges Sanskrit was
the medium of instruction which was also the official language. Kanchi, the capital,
was a great cencentre of Sanskrit learning. The scientific works of Varahmihira and
the poetry of Kalidasa and Bhairvi were-known in the Pallava country. And
Parameshvaravarman I granted the Kurran copper-plate that was made for the
recitation of the Mahabharata in a mandapa at the village of Kurram, near
Conjeevaram.
By the beginning of the 7th century the Pallavas of Kanchi, the Chalukyas of Badami
and the Pandyas of Madurai emerged as the three major states. By the time the
political rule of these dynasties came to an end, an event known as the revolt of the
Kalabharas took place. The Pallavas, the Kadambas (North Canara in Karnataka)
and the Chalukyas of Badami along with along with a large number of their
contemporaries were the protage of vedic sacrifices. Logically, the brahmins emerged
as an important segment of society but at the expense of the peasantry. Possibly,
this predominance was oppressive leading to the revoltof the kalabhars in the 6th
century. A.D. It is also said that they overthrew in numberable kings and
established their old inTamilnadu. They ended the Brahmadeva rights earlier
granted to brahmins in numerous villages. It is also said that the Kalabhras
patronized Buddhism. In the end, the revolt of the kalabhras could be ended only
by the Joint efforts of the Pandays, the Pallavas and the Chalukays.
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PALLAVA ADMINISTRATION
Kingship was attributed to define origin. The kings claimed their descent from the
God Brahma. It has hereditary. Yet, on one occasion a king was elected. Most of the
kings were accomplished scholars. Mahendravarman I wrote the famous burlesque,
Masttavilasa Prahsana. Many of the vaishnava alvars and saiva nayanars flourished
during their rule.
The kings adopted high-sounding titles like maharajadhiraja, dharmamaharjadhiraja (great king of kings rulling in accordance with the dharma),
agnistomavajpeya, asvamedha-yaji (he who has performed the agnithtoma-vajapeya
and asvamedha sacrifices) They were assisted by ministers. History shows that the
ministerial council played a great part in the state policy in the later period.
A hierarchy of officials in provincial administration, the governor ofa province was
assisted by district officers, who in turn worked in collaboration with automous local
bodies. In local administration the meeting of assembles were frequent, and the
administration the meeting of assemblies were frequent, and the assemblies were of
many varieities and of many levels. Often special meetings were held. As the village
levelthe assembly was the sabha which looked after almost all the matters of the
village, along with endowments, irrigation, crime, maintaining census and other
necessary records, Courts at villages level dealt with minor criminal cases. The
judicial courts of the town and districts were presided over by government officials,
climaxing with the king as the supreme arbiter of justice. The sabha worked in close
association with the urar, and informal gathering of the entire village. Above this
unit was a district administration. Finally, the head man of the villages was the link
between the village assembly and the official administration.
Theoretically the king owned the land. The status of a village depended on the
prevalent land tenure. The fist variety was the village with inter-caste population
where in the people paid taxes to the king. The second was the brahmadeya village
in which the entire land was donated to a single Brahmin or a group of brahmins.
A variation of this village was the agrahars grant which, was an entire village
settlement of brahmins. Both these forms were exempt from royal taxes. In the
devadana village the revenue was donated to a temple, and the temple authorities
in turn provided employment for the villagers in the temple whenever possible. In
the Pallava period the first two categories of villages were in vogue.
Apart from these major points relating to land there was a special category of land,
the sripatti or tank land. The revenue from such a land was sent apart for the
maintenance of the village tank. The tank itself was built by the efforts of the entire
village. All shared the water stored in the tank. Very many inscriptions of the
Pallavas refer to the up-keep of tanks.
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There are two Points about taxes. The land revenue varied from one-sixth to one
tenth of the produce of the land. This was paid to the State. The local taxes that
were collected in a village were spent for the needs of the village. As land revenue
was necessarily small, the State revenue was supplemented by additional taxes on
draught cattle, marriage-parties, potters, makers of clarified butter, textile
manufacturers, washermen and weavers. The major source of revenue was from
land, since the revenue from mercantile activity was not fully exploited.
Regarding expenditure, most to the revenue want for the maintenance of army. The
king preferred a standing army instead of feudal levie. The army primarily consisting
of food soldiers and cavalry along with a sprinkling of elephants. Indeed the Pallavas
developed a navy although the mercantile activity was not great. Two dockyards
were built at Mahablipuram and Nagabatnam. This pioneeringh effort of the Pallavas
reached its climax during the days of cholas. The navy served a double purpose. It
was meant for defence and also assisted the maritime trade with sout-east Asia,
particularly with the three kingdoms of Kambuja (Cambodia) Champa (Annam) and
Shrivijaya (Malayan peninsula and Sumatra).

PALLAVA ART
Four distinct stages of architecture can be gleaned from the Pallava temples. The
first is the Mahendra style. The influence of the cave style of architecture is to be
seen in an ancient pillar engraved in the Ekambaranatha (Kanchipuram) temple.
The second is the Mamalla style. The seven Pagodas are small temples, each of
which is hewn out of a single rock boulder. They lie near Mahabalipura
Mahabalipuram, founded by Narasimhavarman. These monolithic temples are
complete with all the details of an ordinary temples and stand as an undying
testimony to the superb quality of the Pallava art. The third is the Rajasimha style.
The most famous temple of this style is the kailasha style. The most famous temple
of this style is the Kailasha temple of kanchi. It has a pyramidal tower, a flat-roofed
mandapam and a series of cells surround it resembling rathas. This style is a very
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elaborate one foreshadowing the ornate Chola architecuture. The fourth is the
Aparajita style. This is more ornate resembling the Chola architecture. A few temples
built in the style are found at Dalavanur. The note worthy feature of some shrines
is that they are aborned by beautiful life-like images of Pallava kings and their
queens. All told they are unique in the history of temple architecture.
Pallava sculpture owed more to the Buddhist tradition. On the whole it is more
monumental and linear in form, thus avoiding the typical ornamentation of the
Deccan sculpture. The free standing temples at Aithole and Badami in the Deccan
and the Kanchipuram and Mahabalipuram in the Tamil country, provided a better
background for sculpture than the rock-cut temples. And the Pallava sculpture was
monumental and linear in form resembling the Gupta sculpture. Although the basic
form was derived from the older tradition, the end result clearly reflected its local
genius.
Now for literature it has been recently proved that Bharavi and Dandinlived in the
Pallava court. Bharavi's Kiratarjuniyam and Dandin's Dashakumaracharita were
the two masterpieces. One of Dandin's poems was written with such skill that when
read normally it gives the story of the Ramayana; and whe read in reverse, the study
of Mahabharata. Dandin was the author of a standard work on poetics. Till the eight
century Pallava influence was predominant in Cambodia. Saivism was the of ficial
form of worship. And the Pallava type of sikhara is to be found in the temples of
Java, Cambodia and Annam. This dissemination of Hindu culture proves that it was
dynamic till 1,000 A.D. in southern India.
Thus, the Pallavas rendered invaluable service to the country both within and
without as they were one of the torch bearers of Hindu civilization to south-east
Asia. Far more singular is their contribution to architecture-transforming the
architecture and suculpture from wood to stone. Smith opines that this grat
disparimmense length of the course of Indian history, and the extreme slowness
with which changes have been effeated.

ADDITIONAL POINT
The temples of the Pallavas bear resemblance to the Buddhsit cave shrines. The
temples of Mahabalipuram reveal traces of barrel-vaults and archways associated
with Buddhist cave shrines.

THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com

GAUTAM SINGH

UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – INDIAN HISTORY

0 7830294949

CHALUKYAS OF BADAMI OR
EARLY/WESTERN
"Telephone Director" is the epithet used by a Chinese scholar to summarise the
nature of the history of India. To any syperficial observer this striking epithet betrays
weaknesses of India historical material, and in particular the meager date relating
to dynasties like the western Chalykyas. But truly speaking the variegated nature
of Indian history is more occasioned by the vastness of the country than anyting
else. Besides, the essential harmony and the subtlecontinuity of Indian history are
overlooked because of non-appreciation of its underlying currents.
The origin of Chalukyas (early/western/Badami/Vatapi) is controversial. Bilhana,
the author of Vikramanka-deyagharita, the court poet of Vikramaditya VI, and the
later Chalukya inscriptions, lay claim to Ayodhya as their ancestral home. Some
regard them as related to the Gurjaras. What ever might be their origin, by the mid
6th century A.D., pulakesin I carved out a small area around Vatapi or Badami. He
performed an asvamedha ceremony. His successor was kirtivarman who conquered
both konkan and north Kerala. Many other conquests are attributed to him but the
claim cannot be substantiated. His successor was Mangalesa who conquered the
Kadambas and the Gangas. He was killed and succeeded by his nephew, Pulakesin.
The Aihole inscription of Pulakesin Ii deals with the history of this dynasty.

The Chalukya power reached its zenith under Pulakesin II (609 to 642 A.D.). To
begin with, he subjugated his rebellious feudatories and neighbours. He Captured
the capital of the Kadambas; overawed the Ganges of Mysore; and subdued the
Mauravas of North Konkan. The latas of Gujarat, the Malavas, and the Gurjars also
submitted to him. King harsha ws defeated by him. Another victim was the Pallava
king, Mahendra varman. The Cholas, the Keralas and the Pandyas submitted to
him. He occupied Pistapura and installed his Brother, Kubja-Vishnuvardhana, as
his representative. But in 642 A.D. the Pallava king, Narasimha Varman, stormed
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Vatapi and probably killed pulakesin II, this ws followed by a periof of confusion
from 642 to 655 A.D.
Pulkesin II maintained friendly relations with Khusru II, the king of Persia. The
reception given to the Persian Mission is depicted in one of the Ajanta cave paintings.
Hieun-Tsand visited his kingdom. He describe it as rich and fertile. "The inhabitants
were proud-spirited and war-like, grateful for favour and revengeful for wrongs, selfsacrificing towards suppliants in distress and sanguinary to death with any who
trated them insultingly." About Pulkesin II, the traveler observes, "His plans and
undertakings are widespread and his munificient actions are felf over a great
distance.
After his death, the Chalukya dynasty was in an eclipse, His son Vikramadiya I (655
to 680 A.D.) plundered the Pallava capital, Kanchi. Vikramaditya's successors,
Vinayaditya and Vijayditya, were powerful rulers. During the reign of Vikramaditya
II the Pallavas were once more defeated. Probably, he drove back the Arab intrusion
into southern Gujarat. His son, Kirti, Varman II, was defeated by the Rashtrakuta
ruller, Dantidurga, in 753 A.D. and with him the history of the dynasty to an end.
Regarding their achievements, the first was their maritime power. It is said that
Pulkasin, with a hundred ships, attacked and captured the capital ofa bostile state.
The central government of Chalukyas exercised a paternalistic control over village
administration. This is unlike the administrative practices of south India. The
Chalukyas recieveda limited income from land. Added to this, the earnings from
tradewere not considerable. Muc of what the State earned was spent on army. The
standing army was supplemented and cavalry. Often, army officers were sued in
civil administration. Whenver an emergency arose.
Regarding religion, the Chalukya kings were Hindu brahmins but they respected
other faiths too. The Chinese traveler noticed more than one hunred Buddhist
monasteries. Buddhism was on the decline although Hieun-Tsang opined that it
was popular. Jainsim enjoyed royal patronage. Buddism gradually gave way to
Jainism and Brahminis. Sacrifices were given great importance and many treaties
were written on them. The king himself performed a number of sacrifices including
Asvamedha and Vajpeya. Despite this stress on the orthodox form of Hindu religion,
the Puranic version grew popular. It was this popularity that gave momentum to the
bulding of temples in honour of Vishnu. Shiva and other gods.
Regarding architechture, the Chalukyas perfected the art of stone-building stone
finally joined without maortar. Under the auspices of the Chalukyas, the Buddhists
and the brahmins built cave temples. The cave frescoes began earlier but thefinest
speciments of them belonged to the Chalukyaa are of the 5th and 6th centuries. The
murals depict both religious and secular themes. In the first monastic hall of the
Ajanta one mural depict the reception given toa Persian embassy by Pulakesin II.
The temples of Chalukyas belong to the Deccan style. His tradition began earlier in
the rock-cut temples of Elephanta. The aihole and Badami temples of the Chalukyas
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represent the Deccani style. This style reached its culmination in the Kailash temple
of Ellora a Rashtrakuta achievement.
The cave temples of the Chalukyas were the counter-parts of Buddhists save
temples as borne out bytheVishnu temple at Badami. Apart from this feature, the
Chalukyan temples were stone-built-stone finely joined without morat like the
temple of Shiva at Meguti. This temple has a prasasti on Pulakesin composed by
Ravikriti. Out of all their temples, the best reserved is the Vishnu temple at Aihole.
It bears an inscription of Vikramaditya II and is built on the lines of the Buddhists
Cahitya-hall. One more temple is the favous Virupakasha temple at Pattadakal. This
temple has a pillared mandapam or meeting place for people. The roof is supported
by sixteen monolithic pillars with sculptured bracket capitals.
The Chalukyas erected a large number of temples at Aihole. This particular style
was follwed in the close by towns and Badami and Pattadakal. Aihole had 70
temples, whereas, Pattadakal had 10 temples. In the latter are found the famous
temples of Papanatha and Virupakasha. The walls of the temples are adorned with
beautiful sculptures representing scenes of Ramayana.
After the eight century land grantswere made to these temples, a common feature
of temple maintenance in South India. The evidence relating to this aspect is
recorded on the walls of the temples. Also the Jaina followers erected some temples
in Karnataka during the dyas of the Chalukays.
The Chalukya temples were an evolution of the gupta shirne. However, at the apex
of their glory, the Chalukyan temples bear evidence to both the northern and
Dravidian styles of architechture. The examples of this development are the rockcut temples in Elephanta. The Kalidashnatha temple built during the days of
Rashtrakutas is an example of transition from rock-cut to the free-standing style.
Sanksrit was thelanguage of the day. Vernaculars also came to be developed. An
inscription of the seventh century mentions Kannada as the local language, and
Sanskrit the language of the elite.
Thus, even though the delineation of the political history of the Chalukays is quite
dull, their importance consists in their having continued the traditions of India.
Thus, even though the history of India appears to be a Jig-saw puzzle, there is a
pattern underlying it.
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THE ARAB CONQUEST
The establishment of Arab rule in Sind in 712 A.D. was preceded by a number of
efforts to penetrate India. The first military expedition was sent to Tahan near
Bombay in 637. More were sent in the coming years against Broach and Debal. The
view that the Arbas indeed were not interested in territorial acquisition till the ruler
of Sind in 700 A.D. provoked them, is not accepted by the book 'A Comprehensive
History of India'. This book relies on the authority of baladhuri, who is regarded as
the most reliable authority on the subject. Accroding to the book, the Arabs made
systematic inroads on the three kingdoms of Kabul, Zabul and Sind. Very often the
first two were united in resisting the aggression of the Arabs. Baladhuri says that
after 650 A.D. the Arabs entered India. One more expedition was sent by the
Caliphate of Ali to conquer Kabul but was frusterated. Another attempt was made
in 698 A.D., which was still less successful. The weakness of the Arabs was
undoubtedly due to internal troubles and weakness of the Caliphate during the last
days of Umayyids, but after the establishment of powerful Abbasid Caliphate the
earlier designs were repeated. Kabul was conqured but again escaped from the
control of the Caliphate. Zebul was conquered only in 870 A.D.

Although both Kabul and Zabul succumbed to Islam the heroic resistance they
offered checked the spread of Islam into the Subcontinent. Fe countries in the world,
that too small principalities like these, have defied the arms of Islam so bravely and
for so long 2000 years.
Good number of details are found regarding the history of Sind in the 7th Century
A.D. in Chachnama, a Persian translation of an old Arabicc history of the conquest
of Sind by the Arabs. An expedition of the Arabs was sent against Debal some time
before 643 A.D. Baladhuri speaks of Muslim victory but Chachnama says that the
Muslims were defeated. The conquest of Sind was abandoned for some time. When
then new Calipha Uthman attempted to conquer, he too left it after a setback.
During the daysof Caliphate of Ali, a well-equipped Muslim Army came along the
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land route, According to Baladhuri, the Muslims were put to rout. After this, a series
of expeditions were sent to conquer an outpost of Sind, which all ended in failure.
The Arabs resumed their aggression against Sind only after 705 A.D. An Arab ship
fell in thehands of pirates near Debal. A Muslim governor deamanded their release
and also the arrest of the pirates. It appears, Dehar refused to oblige. As a matter
of fact, the governor for Iraq was appointed for both the areas of Hindi and Sind. For
long time the Arabs chafed at their failure to conquer Sind. Thus, the governor Hajja
merely seized the plicy as a pretext to defeat and conquer Sind.
After making elaborate preparation, Mohammad-Bin-Kasim, the son-in-law of
Hajjaj, was sent with a well equipped army. He advanced to Makran and laid siege
to Debal in 711 A.D. The capital was captured then, Muhammad advanced along
the Indus to conquer the whole area. It appears that very often trachery led to the
Arab conquest of Sind Muhammad advanced against Multan and succeeded in
capturing it. According to Chachanam, Muhammad himself advanced to the frontier
of Kashmir.
The triumph and career of Muhammad wa suddenly cut short by political changes
at home. Since the new Caliph was the sworn enemy of Hajjaj. Muhammad was
taken prisoner, insulted and tortured to death.
This development made Jaisimha, the son of Daher, to re-occupy Bahmansbad. The
Caliph sent an army to subdue the rebels. They even parleyed with Jaisimha.
Junaid, the Governor of Sind, defeated Jaisimha and took him prionser. Thus ended
the dynasty of Daher and the independence of Sind.
The comperatively easy conquest of Muhammad, son of Kasim, should not make us
forget the long resistance offered by Sind to the Arabs.
Later, Junaid sent several expeditions to the interior of India. They were signally
defeated by the Pratihara kng Nagabhatta - I Pulakesin, the Chalukya chief of
Gujarata, and probably also by Yasovarman. These defeats forced the Arabs to
confine themselves to Sind. The Arabs lost control of Sind during the last years of
Umayyids. The Abbasid Caliphs once again started to re-establish their power in
Sind. A claim was made. The Arabs once again conquered Multan and Kashmir bu
the evidence shows that Lalitadiya thrice defeated the Arabs. It was some time
between 800 and 830 A.D. that the Arabs fully re-conquered the lost areas. It was
during this period that the Arabs forces probably advanced as far as Chittor but the
resistance offered by Indian kings probably forced them to retreat.
After the collapse fo the Abbasid power, Sind became virually independent and was
divided into two independent states. Niehter of them could become powerful.
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SIGNIFICANCE:
It is no longer believed that the Arab conqeust of Sind was a mere episode in the
history of India. What this event reveals is the Sea change that cave over Hindu
Civilisation by 1000 A.D. A few Muslim traders earlier settled in the Malabar region.
But the might of Islam was experienced in Sind. This challenge was met by rulers
of the day. It is now well-known that the political ambitions of the successors of
Muhammad-bin-Kasim were chaeckmated by Lalitaditya, Bhoja and a few other
rulers. This particular resistance bears testimony to the political consciousness of
the day. It is this consciousness that was totally absent in India when Mahumud of
Ghazni raided the country and soon he was followed by Ghori who succeeded in
establishing Islamic rule in India. It is surprising to note that when the Sahiyas
checkmated the Arab penetration in the north-west and rulers within India
contained the penetration of Arabs in Sind, no concerted efforts were made by Indian
rulers after 1000 A.D. to defeat the invaders except for the first battle of Tarain to
some extent. Instead, we hear that Hinduism retreated into its own shell, a fact
sharply revealed by the observations of Alberuni.

Apart from this significance, the Arab rule in Sind led to interaction between two
cultures. It is held by some historians that Sind was the birt-place of later-day
Sufism which in turn occasioned the emergence of the famous bhakti cult in the
middle ages.
Apart from this consequence, the Arab conquest of sind also led to the transmission
of Indian culture-Panchtantra and scientific lore of ancient India like the digital
system and knowledge of medicine. It is to ba kept in mind that after the collapse of
the Roman empire intellectuals began to gather in Baghbad, meaning city of god in
Sanskrit. The intellectual speculations that the city facilitated by the interaction of
Greek and Roman heritage with that of the Indian lay at the base of the Renaissance
movement in Europe in the 16th century. "We know definitely from Masudind Ibn
Hauqal that Arab settlers lived side by side with their Hindu fellow-citizens for many
years on terms of amity and peace, and Amir Khusrav mentions that the Arab
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astronomer Abu Mashar come to Benaras and studied astronomy there for ten
years.
Finally, the significance of the Arab conquest of Sind lies in the tolerance that was
shown to Hinduism by Islam. Although jaziya was collected, the Arab governors
chose to leave Hindu religious practices untouched. What India witnessed after the
invasion of Mahmud of Ghazni was not Islamic influence as pioneered by the Arabs
but central-Asian culture of the Turkish, nomade who carried the banner of Islam.
In other words, what the history of Arabs in Sind conveys is the fact that persecution
of other religious was not the avowed doctrine of Islam.
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India's Impact on Southeast Asia
Causes and Consequences
The transmission of Indian culture of distant parts of Central Asia, China, Japan,
and especially Southeast Asia is certainly one of the greatest achievements of Indian
history or even of the history of mankind. None of the other great civilizations - not
even the Hellenic - had been able to achieve a similar success without military
conquest. In this brief survey of India's history, there is no room for an adequate
discussion of the development of the 'Indianised' states of Southeast Asia which can
boast of such magnificent temple cities as Pagan (Burma; constructed from 1044 to
1287 AD,) Angkor (Combodia; constructed from 889 to c. 1300 AD), and the
Borobudur (Java, early ninth century AD). Though they were influenced by Indian
culture, they are nevertheless part and parcel of the history of those respective
countries. Here we will limit our observations to some fundamental problems
oncerning the transmission of Indian culture to the vast region of Sotheast Asia.
Who Spread Indian Culture in Southeast Asia ?
Historians have formulated several theories regarding the transmission of Indian
culture
of
Southeast
Asia
:
(1)
the
'Kshatriya'
theory;
(2)
the
'Vaishya'
theory;
(3)
the
'Brahmin'
theory.
The Kshatriya theory states that Indian warriors colonized Southeast Asia; this
proposition has now been rejected by most scholars although it was very prominent
some
time
ago.
The Vaishya theory attributes the spread of Indian cultura to traders; it is certainly
much more plausible than the Kshatriya theory, but does not seem to explain the
large number of Sanskrit loan words in Southeast Asian languages.
The Brahmin hypothesis credits Brahmins with the transmission of Indian culture;
this would account for the prevalence of these loanawards; but may have to be
amplified by some reference to the Buddhists as well as to be amplified by some
reference to the Buddhsits as well as to the traders. We shall return to these
theories, but first we shall try to understand the rise and fall of the Kshatriya theory.
It owed its origin to the Indian freedom movement. Indian historians, smarting
under the stigma of their own colonical sujection, tried to compensate for this by
showing that al leat in ancient times Indians had been strong enough to establish
colonise of their own. In 1926 the Greater India society was established in Calcutta
and in subsequent years the renewed Indian historia R.C. Majumdar published his
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series of studies, Ancient Indian colonise in the Far East. This school held that
Indian kings and warriors had established such colonise and the Sanksrit names of
South east Asian rulers seemed to provide ample supporting evidence. At least this
hypothesis stimulated further research, though it also alienated those intellectuals
of Southeast Asia who rejected the idea of having once been colonized by a 'Greater
India'. As research progressed it was found that there was vary little proof of any
direct Indian political influence in those states of Southeast Asia. Furthermore, it
was demonstrated that Southeast Asian rulers had adopted Sanskrit names the
mselves - thus such names could not be adduced as evidence for the presence of
Indian kings.

The Vaishya theory, in contrast,
emphasized a much more important element of the Indian connection with
Southeast Asia. Trade had indeed been the driving force behind all these early
contacts. Inscriptions also showed that guids of Indian merchants had established
outposts in many parts of Southeast Asia. Some of their inscriptions were written
in languages such as Tamil. However, if such merchants had been the chief agents
of the transmission of Indian culture, then all their languages should have made an
impact on those of Southeast Asia. But this was not so : Sanskrit and, to some
extent, languages. The traders certainly provided an important transmission belt for
all kinds of cultural influences. Nevertheless, they did not play the crucial role which
some scholars have attributed to them. One of the most important arguments
against the Vaishya theory is that some of the earliest traces of Indianised states in
Southeast Asia are not found in the coastalareas usually frequented by the traders,
but in mountainous, interior areas.
The Brahmin theory is in keeping with what we have shown with regard to the
almost contemporary spread of Hindu culture in Southern and Central India. There
Brahmins and Buddhist and Jain monks played the major role in transmitting
cultural values and symbols, and in disseminating the style of Hundu kingship. In
addition to being religious specialists, the Brahmins also knew the Sanskrit codes
regarding law (dharmasastra), the art of government (arthasastra), and art and
architecture (silpasastra). They could taus serve as development planners' in many
different fields and were accordingly welcome to Southeast Asian rulers who may
have just emerged from what we earlier described as first-and second phase state
formation.
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The Dynamics of Cultural Borrowings
What was the role of the people of Southeast Asia in this process of cultural
borrowing
?
Were they merely passive recipients of a culture bestowed upon them by them
by
the
Indians
?
or
Did they actively participate in this transfer ?
The passive thesis was originally emphasized by Indian advocates of the 'Greater
India' idea, as well by as European scholars who belonged to the elite of the colonial
powers then dominant in Southeast Asia. The concept of an earlier 'Indianisation'
of Southeast Asia seemed to provide a close parallel with the later 'Europeanisation'
under colonial to provide a close parallel with the later "Europeanisation" under
colonial rule. The first transchant criticism of this point of view came from the young
Dutch scholar JC van Leur.
Van Leur highlighted the great skill and courage of Indonesian seafarers and
emphasized the fact that Indonesian rulers them selves had invited Indian
Brahmins and had thus taken a very active role in the process of cultural borrowing.
Van Leur's book an Indonesian trade and society was published posthumously, in
1955. In the meantime, further research has vindicated his point of view.
The Indian influence is no longer regarded as the prime cause of cultural
development; rather, it was a consequence of a development, which was already in
progress in Southeast Asia. Early Indonesian inscriptions show that there was a
considerable development of agriculture, before Indian influence made itself felt.
However, indigenous tribal organization was egalitarian and prevented the
emergence of higer forms of political organization. The introduction of such forms
required at least a rudimentary form of administration and a kind of legimation of
these now governmental forms which would make them, in the initial stages,
acceptale to the people. It was at this point that chieftains and clan heads required
Brahmin assitance. Althoug trade might have helped to spread the necessary
information the inititative came forr those indigenous rulers. The invited Brahmins
were isolated from the ruler. People and kept in touch only with their patrons. In
this way the royal styles emerged in South-East Asia just as it had done in India.
A good example of this kind of development is provided by thed earliest Sanksrit
inscription found of Indonasia (it was recorded in Eastern Borneo around 400 A.D.)
Several inscription on large Megaltihs mention a ruler whose name, Kundunga
shows not the slightest trace of Sanskrit influence. His son assumed a Sanskrit
name, Ashavavarman, and founded a dynasty (vansa). His grand son Mulavarman,
the author of the incription, celebrated great sacrifices and gave valuable presents
to the Brahmins. Of the latter it is explicitly state that they had come here - most
likely from India. After being consecrated by the Brahmins, Mulavarman subjected
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the nighbouring rulers and made them tribute givers (kara--da) Thus these
inscription present in a nutshell the history of the rise of an early Indonesian
dynasty. It seems that the dynasty had been founded by a son of clan chiefly
independently of the Brahmins, who on their arrival consecrate the ruler of the third
generation. With this kind of moral support and the new administrative know-how
the ruler could subject his neighbours and otain tribute from them.

The process paralleled that which we have observe in south and Central India. In
its initial stages, however, it was not necessarily due to Indian influence at all.
Around the middle of the first millennium AD several of such small states seem to
have arisen in this way in South-East Asia. They have left only a few inscription and
some ruins of temples, most of them were obviously very short lived. There must
have been a great deal of competition, with many petty rajas vying with each other
and all wishing to be recognized as maharajas entitled to all the Indian
paraphernalia of Kingship. Indian influenced increased in this way and in the
second half of the first millennium AD a hectic activity of temple erection could be
observed on Java and in Combadiam, wher the first larger realms hac dome into
existence.
Though it is now generally accepted that southeast Asian rulers played on active
role in this process of state formation, we cannot entirely rule out the occasional
direct contrbutin of Indian adventures who proceeded to the East. The most
important example of this kind is that of the early history of Fuman at the mouth of
the Mekong. Chinese sources report the tale of a Brahmin, Kaundinya, who was
inspired bya divine dream to go to the Funan. There he vanquished the local Naga
princess by means of his holy bow and married her, thus founding the first dynasty
of Funan in the late first century AD. We have heard of a similar legend in a
connection with the rise of the Pallava dynasty and this way indicate that Kundinya
came from south India where the Kundinyas were known as a famous Brahmin
lineage. A Chineage source of the fourth century AD describes an Indian usurper of
th throne of Funan. His name is given as Chu Chan-t' an' 'Chu' always indicates a
person of Indian origin and Chan-t-an could have been a transliteration of the title
'Chandana' which can be traced to the Indo-Scythians of northern India.
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Presumably a member of the dynasty went to southeast Asia after having been
defeated by Samnudragupta. In the beginning of the fifth century AD another
Kaudinya arrived in Funan and of his it is said in the Chinses annals :
He was originally a Brahmin from India. There a supernatural voice told him: 'You
must go to Funan, Kaundinya rejoiced in his heart. In the south he arrived at "P"
an-p' an. The people of Funan appeared to him. The whole kingdom rose up with
joy, went before him and chose him king. He changed all the laws to confirm to the
system of India.

This report on the second Kaundinya is the most explicit refernce to an Indian ruler
who introduced his laws in southeast Asia. In the same period we notice a general
wave of Indian influence in southeast Asia, for which the earliest Sanskrit
inscription of Indonasia - discussed above - also provide striking evidence. We must
however, note that even in the case of early Funan there was no military
intervention. Kaundinya had obviously stayed for some time at P'an-P'an at the
Isthmus of Siam, then under the control of Funan and he ewas later invited by the
notables of the court of Funan to ascent the throne at a time of political unrest.
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THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE BUDDHIST
MONKS
So far we have discussed the contiributino of Brahmin to the early transmission of
Indian culture to southeast Asia. Buddhist monks, however, were at least as
important in this respect. Two characteristic features of Buddhism enabled it to
make a specific impact on southeast Asia, First Buddhist were imbued with a atrong
missionary zeal, and second, they ignored the caste system and did not emphasize
the idea of ritual purity. By his teaching as well as by the orginzation of his monastic
order (Sangha) Gautama Buddha had given rise to this missionary zeal, which had
then been fostered by Ashoka's dispatch of Buddhist missionaries to Western Asia,
Greece, Central Asia, Sri lanka and Burma.

Buddhism's freedom from ritual restrictions and the spirit of the unity of all
adherents enabled Buddhist monsk to establish contacts with people abroad, as
well as to welcome them in India when they came to visit the sacred places of
Buddhism, Chinese sources record 162 visits to India of Chinese of Buddhist monsk
for the period from the 5th to the eigth century AD. Many more may have trvelled
without having left a trace in such official records. This was an amazing
international scholarly exchange programme for that day and age.
In the early centuries AD the center of Buddhist scholarship was the University of
Taxila (near the present city of Islamabad),but in the fifth century AD when the
University of Nalanda was founded not far from Bodh Gaya, Bihar the center of
Buddhist scholarship shifted to eastern India. This university always had a large
contingent of students from southeast Asia. There they spent many years close the
holy places of Buddhism, copying and translating texts before returing home.
Nalanda was a cenre of Mahayana Buddhism, which became of increasing
importance of Southeast Asia. We mentioned above that King Balaputa of Shrivijaya
established a monastery for students of his realm at Nalanda around 860 AD which
was then endowed with land grants by King Devepala of Bengal. But the Sumatran
empire of Shrivijaya had acquired a good reputation in tis own right among Buddhist
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scholars and from the late seventh century AD attracted resident Chinese and
Indian monks. The Chinese monk I-tsing stopped over at Shrivijaya capital (present
day Palembang) for six months in 671 AD in order to learn Sanskrit Grammer. He
then proceeded to India, where he spent 14 years, and on his retun journey he
stayed another four years at Palembang so that he could translate the many texts
which he had collected. In this period he went to China for a few months in 689 AD
to recruit assistance for his great translation project (completed only 695 AD). On
his return to China he explicitly recommended that other chiense Buddhists
proceeding to India break journey in Shrivijaya, where a thousand monks lived by
the same rulers as those prevailing in India. In subsequent years many Chinese
Buddhists conscientitously followed this advice.
Prominent Indian Buddhists Scholars similarly made a point to visit Shrivijaya.
Towards the end of Seventh century AD Dharmapala of Nalanda is supposed to have
visited Suvarnadvipa (Java and Sumattra). In the beginning of the eighth century
AD the south Indian monk Vajrabodhi spent five months in Shrivijaya on his way
to China. He and his disciple Amoghvajra, whom he met in Java, are credited with
having indroduced Buddhist Tantrism to China. Atisha, who later became know as
the great reformer of Tibeta Buddhism, is said to have studied for twelve years in
Survarnadvipa in the early eleventh century AD. The high standard of Buddhist
learning which prevailed in Indonasia for many centuries was one of the important
precodition for that great work of art, the Borobudur, whose many reliefs are a
pictorial compendium the Buddhist lore, a tribute both to the craftsman ship of
Indonasia artists and to the knowledge of Indonasia Buddhist Scholars.
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THE LINK BETWEEN
SOUTHEAST ASIA AND SOUTH
INDIA
Indian historians have conducted a heated debate for many decades about the
relative marits of different regions with regard to the spread of Indian influenced in
southeast Asia. Now a days there seems to be a consensus that, at least as far as
the early centuries AD are concerned, South India and specially Tamil Nadudeserves the gerates credit for this achievement. In subsequent periods, however,
several regional shifts as well as parallel influences emanaging from various centers
can be noticed. The influence of Tamil Nadu was very strong as far as the earliest
inscriptions in Southeast Asia are concerned, showing as they do the influence ofteh
script prevalent in the Pallava kingdom. The oldest Buddhist sculputure in
Southeast Asia- the famous Buddha of Celebes - shows the marks of the Buddhist
sculptures of Amarvati (Coastal Andhra) of the third to the fifth centuries AD. Early
Hindu sculptures of Western Java and of the Isthmus of Siam seem to have been
guided by the Pallava style of the seventh and eighth centuries AD. Early southeast
Asian temple architecture similarly shows the influence of the Pallavas and Chola
styles, especially on Java and in Kampuchea.

The influence of the North Indian Gupta style also made itself felt from the fifth
century AD onwards. The center of this school was Sarnath, near Baranasi
(Banaras), where Buddha preached his first sermon. Sarnath produced the classical
Buddha image which influenced the art of Burma and Thailand, as well as that of
Funan at the mouth of the Mekong. The art of the Shailendra dynastry of Java in
the eighth and ninth centuries AD - of which the Borobudur is the most famous
monument - was obviously influenced by what is termed the Late Gupta style of
western central Java of about (c.800 AD) explicitly refers to the canstant flow of the
people from Gurjardesha (Gujarat and adjacent regions) due to which this temple
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had been built. Indeed, the temple's sculptures show a striking similarity with those
of the late Buddhist caves of Ajanta and Ellora.
In later centuries Southeast Asia was more and more influenced by the scholars of
the University of Nalanda and the style of the Pala dynasty, the last of the great
Indian dynasties which bestowed royal patronage on Buddhism. The influence of
Mahayana Buddhism prevailing in Bihar and Bengal under the Palas was so strong
at the court of the Shailendras of Java that a Buddhist monk from 'Gaudi' (Bengal)
with the typical Bengali name of Kumara Ghose, became rajguru of the Shailendra
king and in this capacity consecrated a statue of Manjushri in the royal temple of
the Shailenras in 782 AD. Bengal eastern Bihar and Orissa were at that time centers
of cultural influence. These regions were in constant contact with Southeast Asia,
whose painters and sculptors reflected the style of Eastern Indian in their works.
Typical of this aesthetic was the special arrangement of figures surrounding the
central figure. This types of arrangement can be found both in Indonasia sculptures
and in the temple paintanings of Pagan (Burma) during this period.
In the same era south Indian influence emerged once more under the chola dynasty.
Maritime trade was of major importance to the choals, who thereby also increased
their cultural influences. The occasional military interventions of the Cholas did not
detract from the peaceful cultural intercourse. At the northern coast of Sumatra the
old port of Dilli, near Medan, had great Buddha sculptures evincing a local variation
of the Chola style, indeed a magnificent status of the Hindu God Ganesha, in the
pure Chola style, have recently been found at the same place, Close to the famous
temple of Padang Lawas, central Sumatra, small but very impressive chola-style
bronze sculptures of a four armed Lokanath and of Tara have been found. These
sculptures are now in the museum of Jakarta. They are dated at 1039 AD, and a
brief inscription containing Old Malay words in addition to Sanskrit words- but
Tamil words-proves that the figures were not imported from India but were produced
locally.
Nevertheless, Chola relations with southeast Asia were by no means a one-way
street. It is presumed that the imperial cult of the Choals, centred on their enormous
temples, was directly influenced by the grantd style of Angkor. The great tank at
Gangaikondacholapuram was perhaps conceived by the Chola ruerl in the same
spirit as that which moved the Combodian rulers who ordered the construction of
the famous Barays (tanks) of Angkor, which are considered to be a special Indication
of royal merit.
In the late thirteenth century Ad Pagan (Burma) was once more exposed to a strong
current of difect Indian influence emanating from Bengal at that time conquered by
Islamic rulers Nalanda had been destroyed by the end of the twelth century and
large groups of monks in search of a new hoem flocked to Pagan and also to the
Buddhist centers of Tibet. The beautiful paintings in the temples of Minnanthu in
the eastern part of the city of Pagan may have due to them.
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Islamic conquest cut off the holy places of Buddhism. A millennium of intensive
contacts between India and southeast Asia have come to an end. But there was
anther factor which must be mentioned in this contact. In 1190 AD Chapata, a
Buddhist monk from Pagan, returned to that city after having spent ten years in Sri
Lanka. In Burma he founded a branch of the Theravada school of Buddhism,
established on the strict rules of the mahavihara monastery of the Sri Lanka. This
led to a schism in the Burmese Buddhist order which had been established at Pagan
by Shin Arahan about 150 years earlier. Shin Arahan was a follower of the South
Indian school of Buddhism, which had its center at Kanchipuram. Chapata's reform
prevailed and by the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries AD. Burma, Thailand and
Combodia had adopted Theravada Buddhism of the Sri Lanka school. In Combodia
this shift from Mahayana to Theravada Buddhism seesm to have been part of a
socio-cultural revolution. Under the last great Knig of Angkor, Jayavarman VII
(1181-1218) royan Mahayana Buddhism had become associated in the eyes of the
people with the enormous buden which the king imposed upon them in order to
build the enormous Buddhist temples of Angkor Thom (e.g. the gigantic Beyon).

Even in Indonesia, however, where Tantrist Buddhism with an ad-mixture of
Shaivism prevailed at the courts of rulers all the way from Sumatra down to Bali,
direct Indian influence rapidly receded in the thirteenth century. This was only
partly due to the intervantion of Islam in India, its other cause being an upsurge of
Javanese art which confined the influence of Indian art to the statues of defied.
Kings erected after the death of the ruler. The outer walls of the temples were
covered with Javanese reliefs which evince a great similarity to the Javanese
shadowplay (Wayang kulit). The chandi Jago (thirteenth century AD) and the
temples of Panantaran (fourthenth century AD) show this new Jvanese style very
well. It has remained the dominant style of Bali art upto the present time. A similar
trend towards the assertion of indigenous styles can also be found in the Theravads
Buddhist countries. The content of the scence depicted is still derived from Hindnu
mythology of Buddhist legends but the presentation clearly incorporates the
respective national style.
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INDIAN IMPACT ON ANCIENT SOUTHEAST ASIA
By the opening of the Christian are the civilization of India and begun to spread
across the Bay of Bengal into both island and mainland south-east Asia, and by the
fifth century A.D. Indianised states, that is to say states organized along the
traditional lines of Indian political theory and following the Buddhists or Hindu
religions, had established themselves in many regions of Burma, Thialand, IndoChina, Malaysia, and Indonesia. Some of these states were in time to grow into great
empires dominating the zone between metropolitan India and the Chiense southern
border, which has sometimes been dscribed as "Further India' or "Greater India",
once rooted in South-East Again soil, Indian civilization evolved in part through the
action of forces of South-East Asian origin, and in part through the influence of
cultural and political changes in the Indian Subcontinent civilization in terms of a
series of 'waves' and there are good reasons for considering that such "waves" are
still breaking in south East Asian beaches today.

The cultures of modern-East Asia all provide evidence of a long period of contact
with India.
- Manyu South-East Asian languages (Maley and Javanese are good examples)
contain an important proportion of words of Sanskrit of Dravidian origin. Some of
these languages, like Thai, are still written in scripts which are clearly derived from
Indian models.
- South East Asian concepts of kingship and authority, even in regions which are
now dominated by Islam, owe much to ancient Hindu political theory. The Thai
monarchy, though following Hinayana Buddhism of the Sinhalese type, still requires
the presence of Gour Brahmans (who by now have become Thai in all but name) for
the proper performance of its ceremonials.
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- The traditional dance and shadow-puppet theatres in many South-East Asian
regions, in Thailand, Malaya, and Java for example, contniue to fascinate their
audiences with the adventures of Rama and Sita and Hanuman.
- It is difficult to determine the precise Indian influence on the great South-East
Asian monuments as the Borobodur stupa in Java and the Khmer temples of
Combodia. Theser structures are obviously in the Indian tradition. Their groundplans, for example, and the subject matter of their sculptural decoration, can easily
be related to Indian religious texts.
" Yet a careful study of monuments such as these suggests that the Indian aspects
is only one part of the story. While beyond doubt showing sings of Indian influence
yet Borobodur and Angkor Wat are not copies of Indian structures. There exists
nothing quite like them in the Indian archaeological record. The vast majority of the
Hindu and Buddhist monuments of south east Asia which were constructed in the
pre-European period, that is to say before the opening of the sixteenth century,
possess, as it were, a definite South-East Asian flavour. It is reasonable to consider
the styles of art and architecture of the Khemrs, Chams, and Javanese as styles in
their own right and something much more than the imitation of Indian prototypes.
These styles, as coedes and other scholars have expressed, It, are Indiansed rather
than Indian. The Indian inheritance in South-East Asia is not to be found in the
unthinking repetition of Indian forms, rather, it is to be seen in the inspiration which
Indian gave to south East Asia to adopt its own cultures so as to absorb and develop
Indian concepts. The resulting syntheses are peculiar to south-east Asia.
The images of Buddha and Vishnu, lingas and other Hindu cult objects of the early
period are far more 'Indian' and far less characteristic of any regional culture.
Almost ubiquitos in south-east Asia, for example is a category of Buddha image
showing very clear signs of Gupta or Amravati influence, and some examples of this
can, on the established principles of India iconography, be dated to very early in the
Christian era. Specimens have been found in Indo-China, Thailand, Burma,
Malayisa, Indonesia, and the Philippines.
In time of process of regional evolution, the interaction of Indna and indigenous
ideas began to produce a number of distinctive styles of Indianised south-east Asian
art and architecture. The man art of Burma and of the socalled kingdom of Dvaravati
in what is now Thailand, while retaining much that might be called Gupta, and by
the sixth century A.D. begun to show a number of distinctive features of its own,
some of them easy to detect by eye but very hard to define verbally. Perhaps the
most obvious representation of the human face, which comes to show Physcial
features characteristics of a non-Indian ethnic group. The Khemrs, Chams, and
Javanese had all likewise by the end of the eights century evolved styles so
individual as to have become something much more than a refletion of one or more
Indian prototypes.
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There is much evidence to suggest that Indian ideas, as well as Indian art, were
modified in 'Further Indian' through the influence of indigenous cultures.
The cult of the Devaraja, the God King, though certainly expressed in Indian
terminology, developed, so many scholars believe, into a distinctive corpus the
political and consmological ideas which behind the proliferation of Khmer temples
built in the form of of mystic mountains and the Javanese chandis which were not
only places of worship but also royal tombs and mechanisms, as it were, designed
to line the dynasty on earth with the spirit world. No more extreme examples of this
cult with its identification on furler with God, be it Siva, Vishnu or Buddha, can be
found than in Angkor Thom, the city of the late twelth and ear thirteenth century
Khmer ruler Jayavarma VII. Here, on the gateway towers of the city, and on its
central monuments, the Bayon, the face of theking himself becomes the dominant
architecture motif. From all four sides of every tower of the Bayon, Jayavarman VII
looks out over his capital, his lips and eyes suggesting an enigmatic and slightly
malevolent smile. This is something which the Roman emperors, who defined
themselves in their onw lifetimes, would have understood, but which would have
been beyond the comprehension of the great Hindu and Buddhist dynasties of India.
The Devaraja cult of the Khemrs, Chams, and Javanese Indianlised kings has
survived to the present day in Thailand, where it explains many features of the
modern Thai monarchy.
The individually of the major art styles of Indianised sout-east Asia is, as we have
already noted, to a great extent the result of interaction between Indian and
preIndian indigenous south-east Asian concepts and traditions. The south -East
Asian component in this cultural equatioin, however, is far more difficult to define
than the Indian.
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GENERAL PREVIEW OF SCIENCE
& TECHNOLOGY AND LEARNING
& EDUCATION
SCINECE & TECHNOLOGY
Knowledge of science and technology, however, got linked with religionand social
relations. Relying primarily on pragmatism some intellectuals in India acquired
intuitive awarness of scientific temper. In view of absence of experiment, some
insights became ridiculous.
Knowledge of science was known from very ancient times, although science, as we
know today, was not known in India till modern times. The archaeological remains
of the Indus Valley reveal knowledge of applied sciences. Scientific techniques were
used in irrigation, Metallurgy, making of fired bricks and pottery, and simple
recknowing and measurement of areas and volumes.

It contrast more is know about Aryan achievements in the field of astronomy,
mathamatcis and medicine. Chinese records indicate knowledge of a dozen books
of Indian origin. Brahmagupta's Sidhanta as well as Charaka's and Susrata's
Samhitas were translated int Arabic in the 9th or 10th centuries A.D.
In ancient Indian mathematics was known by the general name of ganita, which
included arthimatcs, geometry, algebra, astronomy and astrology. It was Aryabhata,
who gave a new direction to trigonometry. The decimal system too was an innovation
of India.
By the third century B.C. mathematics, astronomy and medicine began to develop
separately. In the fielf of mathematics ancient Indians made three distinct
contributions, the notation system, the decimal system and the use of zero. The
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earliest epigraphic evidence of the use of decimal system belongs to the fifth century
A.D. Before these numerals appeared in the West they had been used in India for
centuries. They are found in the inscriptions of Ashoka in the third century B.C.
Indians were the first to use the decimal system. The famous mathematics
Aryabhata. (A.D. 476-500) was acquinated with it. The Chinese learnt this system
from the Buddhist missionaries, and the western world borrowed it from the Arabas
when they came incontact with India. Zero was discovered by Indians inabout the
second century B.C. From the very beginning Indian mathematicians considered
zero as a separate numeral, and it was used in this sense in arithmatics. In Arabia
the earliest use of zero appears in A.D. 873. The Arabs learnt and adopted it from
India and spread it in Europe. So far as Algebra is concerned both Indians and
Greeks contributed to it, but in Western Europe its knowledge was borrowed not
from Greece but from the Arabs who had acquired it from India.
In the second century B.C. Apastemba contributed to practical geometry for the
construction of altars on which the kings could offer sacrifices. It describes acute
angle, obtuse angle, right angle etc. Aryabhata formulated the rule for finding the
area of a trinangle, which led to the origin of trigonometry. The most famous work
of his time is the Suryasiddanta the like of which was not found in Contemporary
ancient east.

During the Gupta period mathematics was developed to such an extent and more
advanced than any other nation of antiquity. Quite early India devised a
rudimentary algebra which led to more calculations than were possible for the
Greeks and led to the study of number for its own sake. The earliest inscription
regarding the data by a system of nine digits and a zero is dated as 595 A.D.
Evidently the system was known tomathematicians some centuries before it was
employed in inscriptions. Indian mathematicians such as Brahmagupta (7th
century), Mahavira (9th century) and Bhaskara (12th century) made several
discoveries which were known to Europe only after Renaissance. The understood
the importance of positive and negative quantities, evolved sound system of
estracting squares and cube roots and could solve quadratic and certaint types of
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indeterminate equations. Aryabhata gave approximate value of pie. It was more
accurate than that of the Greeks. Also some strides were made in trigonometry,
ephrical geometry and calculus. Chiefly in astronomy the mathematical implications
of zero and infnity were fully realized unlike anywhere in the world.
Amont the various branches of mathematics, Hindus gave astronomy the highest
place of honour. Suryasidhanta is the best know book on Hindu astronomy. The
text was later modeified two or three times between 500 A.D. and 1500 A.D. The
system laid down in the book can even now be used to predict eclipse within an
error of two or three hours.
The most renowed scholars of astronomy were Aryabhata and Varhamihira.
Aryabhata belonged to the fifth century, and Varahamihira to the sixth. Aryabhata
calculated the position of the planets according to the Babylonian method. He
discovered the cause of lunar and solar eclipses. The circumstances of the earth
which he measured on the basis of the speculation is considered to be correct even
now. He pointed out that the sun is stationary and the earth rotates around it. The
book of Aryabhata is the Aryabhatiya. Varhimihira's well-known work is called
Brihatsamhita which belongs to the sixth century A.D. Varhaihira stated that the
moon rotates around the earth and the earth rotates around the earth rotates
around the sun. He utilized several Greek works to explain the movement of the
plantes and some other astronomical problems. Although Greek knowledge
influenced Indian astronomy, there is no doubt that Indian pursued the subject
further and made use of it in their ovservations of the planets.

Aryabhata wrote a book when he was barely 23 years. Varhmihira of the sixth
century wrote a summary of five asronomical books current wrote a summary of five
astronomical books current in his time. Brahamagupta of the seventh century A.D.
appreciated the value of observation and astronomy and his book was translated
into Arabic. One last great scientist was Bhaskara II. One of the chapters in the
book Sidhanta Shiromani, dealing with mathematics, is the well-known work of
Lilavait.
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Nevertheless, Indian viws on the origina and evolution of the universe was matter of
religion rather than of science. The cosmic schemes of Hindus and Jains in
fundamentals were the same. All postulated a flat earth although Indian
astronomers came to know that this was incorrect early in the Christian era. The
idea of flat such remained for religious pruposes.
Regarding astronomy proper it was studied as a Vedanta. Its name was Jyotisa. A
rimitive kind of astronomy was developed mainly for the purpose of settling the dates
and times at which periodical sacrifices were to be performed. Serverall Greek words
gained momentum in sankrit through knowledge of Greek astronomy. The sixth
century astronomer Varahamihira called one of his five astronomical systems as
Romaka Sidhanta. It is only western astronomy that introduced in Indian the sign
of the Zodaic. The seven-day week, the hour, and several other ideas. Later, Indian
astronomers made some advances on the knowledge of the Greeks and passed on
their knowledge with that of mathematics via the Arabs to Europe. As early as
seventh century, a Syrian astronomer knew of the greatness of Indian astronomy
and mathematics.

In the field of medicine, Aurveda was the contribution of India. Seven hundred
hymns in the Vedas, particularly Atharva Veda, refer to topics of Ayurveda. Indeed,
the whole approach was not scientific. He earliest mention of medicines is in the
Atharva Veda. As in order ancient societies, the remedies recommended in it the are
replete with magical charms and spells. Medicine could not develop along scientific
lines. In post-Maurya time India witnessed two famous scholars of the Aurveda,
Susrtua and Charaka. In the Susrutasmhita Susruta describes methods of
operating contract, stone disease and several other ailments. He mentions as many
as 121 implements to be used for operations. For the treatment of disease he lays
special emphasis on diet. And cleanliness. Charaka wrote the Charakasamhita in
the second century A.D. It is like encylopedia of Indian medicines. It describes
various types of fever. Leprosy, hysteria and tuberculosis. Possibly Charaka did not
know that some of these are infections. His book contains the names of a large
number of plants and herbs which were to be used as medicine. The book is thus
useful not only for study of ancient Indian medicine but also for ancient Indian flora
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and chemistry. In subsequent centuries Indian medincines developed on the lines
laid down by Charaka. The Vedic hymns attribute various diseases to demons and
spirits and the remedies for hymns prescribing correctly the symptoms of
pulmonary tuberculosis, and connecting dropsy with heart diseases.
However, national medicine began to 800 B.C. Medicine became a regular subject
of study at centers like Taxila and Varanasi. The latter specialized in surgery.
Susrutasmhita was compiled in the fourth century A.D. Charaka compiled the
teachings of two of his predecssors who served at Taxila. Charaka and Susruta's
Samhits reached as far as Manhcuria through translations in Tibetan and other
Asian languages. In the eighth century A.D. these books influenced European
medicine as carried over by two Arabs. Charaka Samhita was published as late as
1550 in Arabic. Despite these achievements, medicine did not make any remarkable
strides, for absence of dissection led to ignorance of anatomy and physiology.
Indians were equally ……………….. of the functions of internal organs such as lungs
and brain.
Surgery of some kind was even during the Vedic period. It was only from the time of
Susruta that surgery came to occupy an important place in medicine. Surgical
operations were performed like taking the foetus out of the womb. Including
caesarin, section, treatment of fistula removal of stone from bloder and plastic
surgery for the nose.
Despite the developments as the above in medicine, ancient Indian doctors,
ingeneral had no knowledge of the functions of brain, although they knew the
importance of the spinal cord and the existence of nervous system. Once again social
taboos stood in the way of the growth of medical knowledge. It was a tabo to too
touch dead bodies.
Despite the fact that the physicological knowledge of ancient Indians was very poor,
Indians evolved empirical surgery. They knew bone-setting, plastic surgery and
surgeons in ancient India were experts is repairing noses, ears and lips lost, or
injured by mutilation.
The physician was a respectable member of society as the Vaidyas were ranked
higher in the hierarchy. Even to this day the rules of professional behaviour laid
down in medical tests are almost the same as those of Hippocrates. Of course, some
statements at one place states that the Physcians should not betray the patients
and shouldbe always of pleasant speech. In this context, he pleads that every day
they must pray on rising and going to bed, since the work of the welfare of the all
beings specially cows.
Regarding physics, it was closely linked with religion and theology and it even
differed from sect to sect. Almost all religions believed that the universe consisted
of elements like earth, air, water, and akasa (ether). Most schools maintained that
there were as many types of atoms as there were elements. Some Buddhists
conceived atom as the minutes object capable of occupying space but also as
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occupying the minutest possible duration of time coming into being and vanishing
almost in an instant only to be succeeded by another atom caused by the first. This
somewhat resembles the quantum theory of planck. The Vaisesika school believed
a single atom to be a point in space completely without magnitude. Fruther, most
of the schools believed that atoms constitute moleculues. However, the Indian
atomic theories were not based on experiment but intuitive logic. The great theolgian
Sankara strongly argued against their existence.
Beyond this knowledge of atoms, physics in India did not develop much. However,
in the science of acustics, India made real discovers. Based on experience for this
correct recitation on Vedas, the human era was highly trained for the phonetic study
- distinguished musical tones far closer than those of other ancient musical systems
much earlier than other civilization.

chemistry and metallurgy too, some progress was made in ancient times. The
Harappans developed metallurgy of copper and bronze about 2500 B.C. The Vedic
Aryans tanned leather, fermented grains and fruits, and dyed scale production of
copper, iron and steel, brass, silver and gold and their alloys. Indian steel was highly
esteemed in the ancient world and it was exported in large quantities. Tin and
mercury were imported and worked. And from the senventh century, alchemy was
referred to in literature. The medical chemistry of ancient India did succeed in
producing many important alkalies, acids and metallic salts. It is claimed by
Bashama that ancient Indians ever discovered a form of gun powder. The coming of
middle ages, Indian chemists, like their counterparts in the rest of the world,
became increasingly interested in a specific remedy for all diseases, the source of
perpetual youth, and even the surest means to salvation. Although the could not
make precious metals, they could understand the chemistry of metallic sats. The
heights attained by Indians in metallurgy and engineering are brone out by the
almost pure copper stature of Buddha found at Sultanganj and the famous iorn
Pillar at Mehrauli (Delhi which has been able to withstand rain and weather for
centuries without rusting).
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LEARNING AND EDUCATION
The highly esteemed Vedas have come to down to us. They existed for nearly 2000
years before they were known in India. It was the knowledge of acustics that enabled
ancient Indians to orally transmit the Vedas from generation to generation.
Institutional form of imparting learning came into existence in the early centuries
of the Christian era. The approach to learning was to study logic and epistemology.
The study of logci was followed by Hindus, Buddhists and Jains, one of the most
important topics of Indian thoughts was pramana or means of reliable knowledge.
The nyaya schools upheld four pramanas - perceptions of areliable by anology or
comparison, word (Sabda), and pronounciation of a reliable authority such as the
Vedas. The Vedanta school added one more to it i.e. intution.

It is probably while studying the process of inference that the schools of true logic
arose. Ancient Indian postulated syllogism though not as accurate as that of
Aristotle. Yet, they recognize some of the major fallacies of logic like reduction and
absurdom, circular argument, infinite regression, dilemma, and ignoratio elenchi.
In the field epistemology, Jains contriubuted the most for the Jains there was not
only two possibilities of existence and non-existence but seven more. Although the
modern logicians might laugh at this pedantic system of ontological and
epistemological reality they concede that the world is more complex and subtle than
we think it to be.
Regarding institutional form of education the first was the guru-sishya system.
According to sacred texts, the training of the Brahmin pupil took place at the home
of a Brahmin teacher. In some texts the guru is depicted as the poor ascetic and it
is the duty of the student to beg for his teacher. The first lesson that was taught to
the student was the performance of sandhya and also reciting of gayatri.
The family functioned as a domestic school, an asrama or a hermitage where the
mental faculties of the pupils were developed by the teacher's constant attention
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and personal instruction. Education, treatant as a matter of individual concern, did
not admit of the method of mass production applicable in industry. The making of
man was fegarded as an artistic and not a mechanical process. Indeed, the aim of
education was the developing of the pupil's personality, his innate and latent
capacities. This view of education as a process of one's inner growth and selffulfilment evolved its own technique, its rules, methods and practices.
The thinking principle, manana sakti was reckoned higher than the subject of
thinking. So the primary subject of education was the mind itself. According to the
ancient Indian theory of education, the training of the mind and the process of
thinking, are essential for the acquisition of knowledge. The chase counts more than
the game. So the pupil had mainly to educed himself and achieve his own mental
growth. Education ws reduced to the three simple processes of Sravana, Manana
and Niddhyaasana. Sravana was listening to the truths as they fell from the lips of
the teacher. Knowledge was technically called sruti or what was heard by the ear
and not what was seen in writing.
The second process of knowledge called Manana implies that the pupil has to think
out for himself the meaning of the leassons imparted to him orally by his teacher so
that they may be assimilate fully. The third step known as Nidhyasana means
complete comprehension by the pupil of the truth that is taught so that he may live
the truth and not merely explain it by word. Knowledge must cultimate in
realization.
The admission was made bythe formal ceremony upanayana or initiation by which
the pupil left the home of his natural parents for that of the preceptor. In this new
home he had a second birth and was called Dvijya. Twice-born.
Besides these regular schools of instructions, there were special institutions for the
promotion of advance study and research. These are called in the Rig Veda as
Brahmana-Sangha, Academies of learned most its discussions hammered into
shape the very languageofthe country, the refined language of Sanksrit (Samkrata)
as the Vehicle of highest thought. These Academics were called prisads, there is a
reference to the Pancala parisad in the Upnishads, in whose proceedings even kings
participated, learning was also prompted by discussions at public meetings which
were a regular of rural life, and were addressed by wandering scholars known as
Carakas, These scholars toured the country to deliver public discourses and invite
discussion.
What might count as earliest literary congress of the world was the congress of
philoshophers which was codification of Brahmanical philoshophy by discussing
the subject under the direction of the master philosopher, Yajnavalkya. In these
deliberations at the highest level, a lady- philoshopher named Gargi was a
prominent participant beside men like Uddalaka Arni. Obviously, in those days
women were admitted to the highest knowledge and did not suffer from any
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education disabilities. There was equality between the sexes in the filed of
knowledge. The Rig Veda mentions women Rais called Brahmanavadinis.
To begin with, in ancient India, the main subject was the Veda. The teacher would
instruct handful of students seated on ground. For many hours daily they would
repeat verses after verses of the Vedas till they attainmastery of at least one of them.
To ensure correctness of memory, the hymns were taught inmore than one way.
Soon the curricula was expanded. The limbs of the Veda or the six Vedangas were
taught - the performance of sacrifice, correct pronounciation, knowledge of prosody,
etymology, grammer, and jyotisha or the science of calender. Also in the post-Vedic
era, teachers often instructed their students in the six schools of Philoshophy.
The writers of smititis maintain that young women of upper class updrewent this
kind of training. This is a dboutful contention. Princes and other leading Kshatriyas
were tained in all the manifold sciences to make them fit for government. Most boys
of the lower orders learnt their trades from their fathers.

Some cities became renewned because of their teachers. Chief among them were Varanasi, Taxila from the day of Buddha and Kanchi in the beginning of the
Christian era. Varanasi was famous for its religious teachers. Taxila was known for
its secular studies. Among the famous men connected with Taxila were Panini, the
grammarian of the fifth or fourth century B.C. : Kautilya, the Brahmin minister of
Chandragupta Maurya and Charaka one of the two leading authorities of Indian
medical sciences. The institutions imparting vedic knowledge that exists even today.
There were also universities like Taxila and Ujjain for medicine and learning
incuding mathematics and astronomy respectively. In the south Kanchi became an
important center of learning. Hiuen remarks that vallabhi was as great as Nalanda
and Vikramashila.
Although the smirits maintained that a small number of students study under a
single teacher, university turned towns came into existence like Varanasi, Taxila
etc. At Varanasi there were 500 students and a number of teachers. The whole
estalisment was maintained by charitable people Ideally, the teacher asked no fee,
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but the students repaid his debt by their service to the teacher. A Jataka story tells
of how a teacher of Taxila treated well the students who paid him money while
keeping other waiting. It is also interesting to note that in Taxila even married people
were admitted as students.
Out of all the Universities, Nalanda and imposed structures. Eight Colleges were
built by different patterns including one by the king of Sri Vijaya (Sumatra). One of
the colleges was four storeyed high as stated by Hiuen-Tsang. Every facility existed
for studying various kinds of subjects in the University. There were three great
libraries as per Tibetan records.
Nalanda attracted students not only from different parts of India but also from Tibet
and China. The standards of examination were stiff, and only those who could pass
the test prescribed by the dvarapandita or the scholar at the gate were admitted to
this university. Also, for being admitted to the university, candidates were required
to be familiar with old and new books.
Nalanda was one of the earliest examples ofa residential cum-teaching institutions
which housed thousands of monks devoted to learning, philoshophy and
meditation. Over 10,000 students including teachers lived and studied at the
university. The came from various parts of the world apart from India-Cental Asia,
China and Korea.
Though Nalanda was primarily a Buddhist university its curricula included Hindu
scriptures, Philoshophy and medicine as recorded by Hiuen-Tsang. Logic and
exagetics wre pre-emenent because thes students were expected to enter into
dialogue with visiting doctors of all schools. This compulsion of public debate made
both teachers and students become familiar with all systems of thought in accurate
summary.
The university had also succession of brilliant teachers. Dharmapala was a Tamil
noble from Kanchi in the south. Janamitra come from another country. Silabhadra,
the saintly guru of Hiuen-Tsang, came from Assam and he was a converted
Brahmin. A great achievements of the University was that it was able to
continuously rejuvenate Buddhism in far off countries. Tibetan records mention a
succession of learned monks who visited their country. It is also said that
Sudhakara Simha went to China and worked there on the translation of Buddhist
texts.
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LEARNING AND EDUCATION
The highly esteemed Vedas have come to down to us. They existed for nearly 2000
years before they were known in India. It was the knowledge of acustics that enabled
ancient Indians to orally transmit the Vedas from generation to generation.
Institutional form of imparting learning came into existence in the early centuries
of the Christian era. The approach to learning was to study logic and epistemology.
The study of logci was followed by Hindus, Buddhists and Jains, one of the most
important topics of Indian thoughts was pramana or means of reliable knowledge.
The nyaya schools upheld four pramanas - perceptions of areliable by anology or
comparison, word (Sabda), and pronounciation of a reliable authority such as the
Vedas. The Vedanta school added one more to it i.e. intution.

It is probably while studying the process of inference that the schools of true logic
arose. Ancient Indian postulated syllogism though not as accurate as that of
Aristotle. Yet, they recognize some of the major fallacies of logic like reduction and
absurdom, circular argument, infinite regression, dilemma, and ignoratio elenchi.
In the field epistemology, Jains contriubuted the most for the Jains there was not
only two possibilities of existence and non-existence but seven more. Although the
modern logicians might laugh at this pedantic system of ontological and
epistemological reality they concede that the world is more complex and subtle than
we think it to be.
Regarding institutional form of education the first was the guru-sishya system.
According to sacred texts, the training of the Brahmin pupil took place at the home
of a Brahmin teacher. In some texts the guru is depicted as the poor ascetic and it
is the duty of the student to beg for his teacher. The first lesson that was taught to
the student was the performance of sandhya and also reciting of gayatri.
The family functioned as a domestic school, an asrama or a hermitage where the
mental faculties of the pupils were developed by the teacher's constant attention
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and personal instruction. Education, treatant as a matter of individual concern, did
not admit of the method of mass production applicable in industry. The making of
man was fegarded as an artistic and not a mechanical process. Indeed, the aim of
education was the developing of the pupil's personality, his innate and latent
capacities. This view of education as a process of one's inner growth and selffulfilment evolved its own technique, its rules, methods and practices.
The thinking principle, manana sakti was reckoned higher than the subject of
thinking. So the primary subject of education was the mind itself. According to the
ancient Indian theory of education, the training of the mind and the process of
thinking, are essential for the acquisition of knowledge. The chase counts more than
the game. So the pupil had mainly to educed himself and achieve his own mental
growth. Education ws reduced to the three simple processes of Sravana, Manana
and Niddhyaasana. Sravana was listening to the truths as they fell from the lips of
the teacher. Knowledge was technically called sruti or what was heard by the ear
and not what was seen in writing.
The second process of knowledge called Manana implies that the pupil has to think
out for himself the meaning of the leassons imparted to him orally by his teacher so
that they may be assimilate fully. The third step known as Nidhyasana means
complete comprehension by the pupil of the truth that is taught so that he may live
the truth and not merely explain it by word. Knowledge must cultimate in
realization.
The admission was made bythe formal ceremony upanayana or initiation by which
the pupil left the home of his natural parents for that of the preceptor. In this new
home he had a second birth and was called Dvijya. Twice-born.
Besides these regular schools of instructions, there were special institutions for the
promotion of advance study and research. These are called in the Rig Veda as
Brahmana-Sangha, Academies of learned most its discussions hammered into
shape the very languageofthe country, the refined language of Sanksrit (Samkrata)
as the Vehicle of highest thought. These Academics were called prisads, there is a
reference to the Pancala parisad in the Upnishads, in whose proceedings even kings
participated, learning was also prompted by discussions at public meetings which
were a regular of rural life, and were addressed by wandering scholars known as
Carakas, These scholars toured the country to deliver public discourses and invite
discussion.
What might count as earliest literary congress of the world was the congress of
philoshophers which was codification of Brahmanical philoshophy by discussing
the subject under the direction of the master philosopher, Yajnavalkya. In these
deliberations at the highest level, a lady- philoshopher named Gargi was a
prominent participant beside men like Uddalaka Arni. Obviously, in those days
women were admitted to the highest knowledge and did not suffer from any
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education disabilities. There was equality between the sexes in the filed of
knowledge. The Rig Veda mentions women Rais called Brahmanavadinis.
To begin with, in ancient India, the main subject was the Veda. The teacher would
instruct handful of students seated on ground. For many hours daily they would
repeat verses after verses of the Vedas till they attainmastery of at least one of them.
To ensure correctness of memory, the hymns were taught inmore than one way.
Soon the curricula was expanded. The limbs of the Veda or the six Vedangas were
taught - the performance of sacrifice, correct pronounciation, knowledge of prosody,
etymology, grammer, and jyotisha or the science of calender. Also in the post-Vedic
era, teachers often instructed their students in the six schools of Philoshophy.

The writers of smititis maintain that young women of upper class updrewent this
kind of training. This is a dboutful contention. Princes and other leading Kshatriyas
were tained in all the manifold sciences to make them fit for government. Most boys
of the lower orders learnt their trades from their fathers.
Some cities became renewned because of their teachers. Chief among them were Varanasi, Taxila from the day of Buddha and Kanchi in the beginning of the
Christian era. Varanasi was famous for its religious teachers. Taxila was known for
its secular studies. Among the famous men connected with Taxila were Panini, the
grammarian of the fifth or fourth century B.C. : Kautilya, the Brahmin minister of
Chandragupta Maurya and Charaka one of the two leading authorities of Indian
medical sciences. The institutions imparting vedic knowledge that exists even today.
There were also universities like Taxila and Ujjain for medicine and learning
incuding mathematics and astronomy respectively. In the south Kanchi became an
important center of learning. Hiuen remarks that vallabhi was as great as Nalanda
and Vikramashila.
Although the smirits maintained that a small number of students study under a
single teacher, university turned towns came into existence like Varanasi, Taxila
etc. At Varanasi there were 500 students and a number of teachers. The whole
estalisment was maintained by charitable people Ideally, the teacher asked no fee,
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but the students repaid his debt by their service to the teacher. A Jataka story tells
of how a teacher of Taxila treated well the students who paid him money while
keeping other waiting. It is also interesting to note that in Taxila even married people
were admitted as students.
Out of all the Universities, Nalanda and imposed structures. Eight Colleges were
built by different patterns including one by the king of Sri Vijaya (Sumatra). One of
the colleges was four storeyed high as stated by Hiuen-Tsang. Every facility existed
for studying various kinds of subjects in the University. There were three great
libraries as per Tibetan records.
Nalanda attracted students not only from different parts of India but also from Tibet
and China. The standards of examination were stiff, and only those who could pass
the test prescribed by the dvarapandita or the scholar at the gate were admitted to
this university. Also, for being admitted to the university, candidates were required
to be familiar with old and new books.
Nalanda was one of the earliest examples ofa residential cum-teaching institutions
which housed thousands of monks devoted to learning, philoshophy and
meditation. Over 10,000 students including teachers lived and studied at the
university. The came from various parts of the world apart from India-Cental Asia,
China and Korea.
Though Nalanda was primarily a Buddhist university its curricula included Hindu
scriptures, Philoshophy and medicine as recorded by Hiuen-Tsang. Logic and
exagetics wre pre-emenent because thes students were expected to enter into
dialogue with visiting doctors of all schools. This compulsion of public debate made
both teachers and students become familiar with all systems of thought in accurate
summary.
The university had also succession of brilliant teachers. Dharmapala was a Tamil
noble from Kanchi in the south. Janamitra come from another country. Silabhadra,
the saintly guru of Hiuen-Tsang, came from Assam and he was a converted
Brahmin. A great achievements of the University was that it was able to
continuously rejuvenate Buddhism in far off countries. Tibetan records mention a
succession of learned monks who visited their country. It is also said that
Sudhakara Simha went to China and worked there on the translation of Buddhist
texts.
12. BARHUT in central Indian is famous for Buddhist Stupa and stone railings
which replaced the wooden ones in the Sunga period. Barhut sculptures depict the
visit of king Ajatasatru to the Buddha. Barhut along with Sanchi and Bodh-Gaya
represent the first organized art activity of the Indian people as a whole.
Furthermore, all these clearly indicate the transition of sculpture from wood to
stone.
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13. BARYGAZA OR BHARUKACHCHA (Broach) was the oldest and largest northern
most entrepot on the mouth of the Narmada river in modern Maharashtra. It
handled the bulk of the trade with western Asia (Jataka stories and the Periplus
mention it). It was also one of the district head quarters of the Saka rulers. According
to Jain traditions, it was the capital of the Saka empire. It was international trade
that mode Barygaza important in ancient India.
14. BARBARICUM was an important port in the Indus delta, receiving Chinese furs
and silks through Bacteria for export to the West. It added to the growing prosperity
of India in the first century A.D.

15. BADAMI (MODERN NAME FOR VATAPI) in Bijapur district was founded by
pulkesin I as an early capital of the Western Chalukyas. It as a hill-fort and an
exquisite cave temple of lord Vishnu excavated during the rule of Manglesh, the
Chalukya ruler. Huen-tsang visited it.
16. BODH-GAYA situated six miles south of Gaya in Bihar on the western bank of
the Nilajan river, was the place where the Buddha attained enlightenement. It was
part of the Magadha janapada.
17. BANAVASI (north kanara in Karnataka) also known as Vaijayanti, was the
capital of the Kadambas who were defeated by the Chalukya king Kirtivarman
during the last quarter of the 6th century A.D. According to the Ceylonese chronicles
Ashoka sent a mission to Deccan with the Monk Rkshita who went as far as
Banavasi.
18. BRAHMAGIRI in Chitaldurg district of Karnataka, is remarkable for its
continuity of cultural heritage extending from Neolithic (stone-age culture) to
megalithic (early historic culture-3rd century B.C. to Ist century B.C. with possible
links with Mediter anean and Caucasian Megaliths) revealing ancestory worship and
animism pointing to the practice of cist and pit burials. It is the site of one of the
two minor rock edicts of Askoka. These edicts suggest the provability of Ashoka
entering the Sangha as a full monk after two and a half years of his conversion to
Buddhism.
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19. BURZAHOM in Kashmir Valley near Srinagar, is associated with megalithic
settlements (dating 2400 B.C.) where the people lived on a plateau in pits using tools
and weapons of stone (axe) and bones. (The only other site which has yielded
considerable bone implements is Chirand, 40 km. West of Patna on the northern
bank of the Ganges and using coarse grey pottery. The information that we gather
from the two places, recently discovered, throws light on the proto-histroy of India).
20. BAMIYAN an important Buddhist and Gandhara Art center in Afghanistan in
the early Christian centuries, has tall rock-cut Buddha statues. The ancient trade
route linking north western India with China passed through it. It was the capital
of the Hunas in the 5th and the 6th centuries A.D.
21. BELUR with a group of Hoysala monuments including the famous
Chennakesava temple (built around 1117 A.D.) represents an art which applies to
stone the technique of the ivory worker or the goldsmith.
22. CHIDAMBARAM a town in south Arcot district in Tamilnadu is famous for its
great Hindu Siva Temple dedicated to Nataraja, i.e. Siva in his aspects of cosmic
dance. The Nataraja sculptures are esteemed as tehgreatest specimens of sculpture
in the world. Also, Chidambaram bears evidence to the birth as well as the
development of Shaivism to begin with insouthern Indian and its consequential
spread to the whole of India.
23. CHEDI OR CHETI one of the 16 Janapadas of 6th century B.C. roughly
corresponds to modern Bundelkhand and adjacent tracts. It lay near the Kanuna,
its metropolis was suktimati to Sottihivatinagar.
24. CAAMPA the capital city of the Anga Janapada on the border of Bengal was of
great commercial importance in ancient times; for it was a river port from which
ships would sail down the Ganges and the coast the south India, returning with
jewels and spices which were much in demand in the North. By Mauryan times,
with the eastward expansion of Aryan culture, Tamralipti replaced in in importance.
An interesting feature of this is the fact that a Hindu Kingdom with the same name
came into existence in the mainland of South east Asia. Indeed it is difficult to say
how exactly this name came to be transplanted in South-east Asia.
25. DASAPURA modern Mandasor in western Malwa, was disputed between the
Sakas and the Satavahanas. Its famous Siva temple of the guild of Silk weavers, was
built during the reign of kumar Gupta I (414 A.D.-455 A.D.) the institution that is
responsible for building the Siva temple indicates the climax of Indian trading and
commercial activities in ancient Indian. It also reveals that manufacture of silk was
no longer the secret monopoly of China and it had taken roots in India by the 5th
century A.D.
26. DEVAKA modern Dokak in Nowgong district in Assam, a frontier country which
paid tribute to Samudragupta claiming the payment of tribute by Kamarupa goes
along with Devaka. However, it is to be borne in mind that Harisena's Prasasti is of
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doubtful historical validity. The one significant thing that is known is the fact that
no ruler of the northern India could ever conquer the Assam region but instead
Burma conquered it and it was wrenched from Burma by the British in 1829 by the
Treaty of Yandavoo.
27. DEOGARH in Jhansi district of U.P. is famous for its Dasvatara Vishnu temple
belonging to the Gupta period. The temple may be considered as most
respresentative and well known example of the early sikhara style of temple
architecture in example of the early sikhara style of temple architecture on the
panels of its walls. Deogarh is one the temples with which began the temple
architecture of India. In particular, the Shikhara is the unique feature of the
northerntemples compared to those of southern Indian.

28. DWARAKA Legends associate this place toYadavas after the battle of
Kurukshetra. According to mythology Dwaraka was destroyed by the huge tidal
wave as per the forewarning of Lord Krishna. In very recent times Dr. S.R.Rao with
the cooperation of the Department of Ocenography, did carry out under-sea
explorations. Some artifacts including stone anchors have been found dating back
to the Harappan period. The exploration is still continuing.
29. ELLORA With three distinct groups of rock-cut architecture associated with
Buddhism, Jainism and Brahmanical Hinduism, is famous for its temple of Kailash
(Siva) "an entire temple complex completely hewn-out of the live rock in imitation of
a distinctive structural form". The temple ws built by the Rashtrakuta king Krishna
I (758-773 A.D.) and is one of the most magnificent examples of Dravida architecture
with its four principal characteristic components, viz. Vimana, Mandapa, nandi
mandapa and gopuram. The Ellora sculptures are famous for their liveliness.
30. ERAN Besnagar district (Madhya Pradesh) is famous on account of Eran
Inscriptions dated 510 A.D. This inscription mentions the practice of Sati, first of
its kind. It is also famous for its colossal board, the zoomorphic incarnation of Lord
Vishnu.
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31. ELEPHANTA beautiful little island off Bombay, with latest cavetemples in Ellora
style was famous for their sculpture, especially the great Trimutti figure of Siva,
emblem of the Maharashtar Govt. representing the highest plastic expression of the
Hindu concept of divinity.
32. GANDHARA with Taxila and peshwar as two capitals, in earlier and later ancient
periods was one of the 16 Janapadas (6th century B.C.) onthenorth-western frontier
of India. Under the Kushans it become a popular center of Mahayana Buddhism
and Gandhara art- Indian images both secular and religious (the Buddha and Lord
Krishna) but in long floating garments, as is the tradition of early Greek sculpture.
It was a meeting ground for several civilizations and mercantile communities
belonging to different countries.
33. GORATHAGIRA A hill fortress on the modern Barabar hills in the Gaya district
of Bihar, was attacked by King Kharavela of Kalinga in the 8th year of his reign.
This fact is known from the Hathigumpha Inscription of king Kharavela.
34. GANGAIKOND-CHOLA-PURAM was capital city of the greatest Chola ruler
Rajendra Chola I (1012-1044 A.D.) who built it after the successful Chola military
camaign upto the bank of the river Ganges in 1021-22. Currently the city lies
inruins and its enormous tankshas dried up.
35. GIRNAR hill near Janagarh in Gujarat, where a Mauryan governor is said to
have built an artificial lake, known as Sudarsana lake which Rudradaman, the Saka
ruler renovated. Rudradaman's Sanskrit Inscription was located here and it is the
first Sanskrit inscription It had been a sacred place to the Jainas since remote times
because Jain shrines are also located here.
36. HASTINAPURA aim district Meerut in U.P. (known as Asandivant) was the
capital of the ancient tribe of the Kurus. Later the floods destroyed it. Recent
excavations prove that the people of this region used iron by about 700 B.C. that is
the Aryans had learnt the art of making iron which revolutionized the whole socioeconomic pattern of Aryan communities. It was this fact that lay at the base of the
Economic Revolution that India passed through between 1000 B.C. to 600 A.D. with
far too many consequences like the emergence of an empire, various kinds of guilds,
brisk trade both with in and with out the country and links with buth South-east
Asia and the Roman empire.
37. HATHIGUPHA on Udaigir hill, three miles from Bhuvaneshwar in the puri
district of Orissa, is famous for an inscription in post-ashokan character, engraved
inside the elephant cave. It depicts the meteoric and dazzling carer of Jaina king
Kharavela, the 3rd ruler of the Cate dynasty. It also refers to the building of an
equeduct in Kalinga by one of the Nanda rulers of Pataliputra. The importance of
this inscription lies in the fact that it is the first important sign-post in fixing the
chronology of ancient India.
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38. HAILBID is famous for Hoysalesvara temple (Hoysala period) designed and built
by Kedoroja, the master-building of Narasimha I. The infinite wealth of sculpture
over the exterior of this temple makes it one of the most remarkable monuments of
the world. Known as Dwaramudra it was the capital of the Hoysalas.
39. INDRAPRASTHA identified by Jain scholars with the site around the enclosure
of the Purana Oila (Delhi) one of the sites of painted Grey Ware (10th century B.C.)
finda, was the legendry capital of the Pandava brothers of the epic Mahabharata,
which they lost to the Kauravas having been defeated in the gambling match. After
the second battle of Tarain (1192) Moh. Gauri appointed Outbuddin Aibak as his
deputy at Indraprastha which became a base for Aibak's successful operations
against north Indian states.
40. KURA one of the 16 Janapadas of 6th century B.C., was in the neighbourhood
of Delhi. Among its towns may be mentioned Indraprastha and Hastinapur. This
place clearly brings home the truth to us that Mahabharata was not purely fictional
story but some amount of historical evidence is embedded in the story. As a matter
of fact, Vasudeve Krishna is now known as a historical personality as borne out by
the writings of patanjali and other sources of evidence.
41. KAJANGALA in Raj mahal district in Eastern Bihar, where king Harsha (606647 A.D.) held his court while campaigning in eastern India.The Chiense pilgrim
Huen-Tsang first saw Harsha here.
42. KAPISA It is the region near Kabul, probably Kipin as referred to by Chineses
writers. The presiding diety of the city according to Chiense writers was zeus. The
Greek god. The gold and silver coins issued by the Greek kings have been discovered
from this region in big numbers. The Greeks were the first to issue gold coins in
India. These coins testify to the growing trade links between India and Central Asia
and China and also with the Roman world. Far more important is the fact that these
coins testify to the gowing worship of Vasudeva-krishna or the Bhagavata cult which
later repened as Vaishnavism.

43. KIPIN is identified with Kapisa or Kafirstan in Kashmir. It indicated the wide
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region know in earlier times as the Mahajanapada of Kamboja. It was ruled by the
Sakas, the Kushans and the Hunas in succession. The name Kamboja reappears as
the name of kamboja, an important of the mainland of South-East Asia.
44. KAMPILYA was the capital of southern Panchalas, one of the tribal
communities of the Aryans. This fact proves that the Aryans, to begin with in India,
lived as various tribes. The tribes were in constant war with eachother culminating
in the emergence of the Magadha Empire.
45. KUSAMDHVALA (Patliputara) Gargi-Samhita alludes that in the 2nd century
B.C. the Yavanas (Indo-Bacterians) having reduced Saketa, Panchala, and Mathura
reached kusumdhvana. Demetrios, was, most probably, the Yavana leader. He was
defeated or he retired withouth fighting.
46. KASI one of the 16 Janapadas of the 6th century B.C. with its capital of the
same name. It was also called Varanasi (69). It greatly prospered under the rule of
Brahmadatta.
47. KOSAL one of the 16 janapadas of the 6th century B.C. had three different
capitals (Saketa, Ayodhya and Sravasti) in three different periods. It region roughly
corresponded to modern oudh.
48. KUSINAGAR (Kusinara ?) moder Kasia, in Gorakhpur district in UP was a small
town where the Buddha attained Mahaparinirvana. It was one of the two capitals of
the Mall Janapada in pre-Buddhists times. It was visited by Ashoka and the Chinese
pilgrim Fa-hien.
49. KANYAKUBJA (Kanauj) on the bank of river Gangas in UP rose to prominence
during the time of Mukhar is, Harsha and Gujara-Pratiharas. Under the pratiharas,
Kanauj successfully resisted the Arabs. In the 9th century A.D. It was disputed
among the Palas of Bengal, Prathiharas, and the Rashtrakutas. It was situated on
a very important trade-route linking north-Western regions of India with Prayaga,
Kasi, Vaishali, Pataliputra, Rajagriha, Tamralipti.
50. KAUSAMBI identified with the villagesof Kosam near Allahabad was one of the
earliest cities, so prominent that Anand, the Buddhist monk, though it important
enough for a Buddha to die in. Recent excavation it here unearthed historically and
culturally important terracotta figures. It was built in the shape of a trapezium and
was the capital of the vastse Janapada. One of the Ashokan Pillars was located here.
It was also an inscription of the Kushan monarch.
60. KARNA-SUVARNA : refers to the region of Bengal and some parts of Bihar and
Orrisa, fuled by sasanka in the early 7th century A.D. Harsha conquered the region
from him after 619 A.D.
61. KANHERI In Thana district near Bombay, has rock cut Chaitya shrines with
elaborately decorated railings belonging to the third century A.D. One inscription of
the last great ruler of the Satavahana dynasty. Yajnasri Satakarni is found here.
Kanheri Buddhist Tank inscription makes mention of Matiemonial relationship
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between the Sakas and the Satavahanas. It was the chief center of Buddhism in
Rashtrakuta times. Faint traces of the art of paintings may be traced in the caves
of Kanheri.
62. KANCHI modern canjeevaram, south-west to Madras is reckoned among the
seven sacred cities of the Hindus. It was an important center of Jaina culture in the
first half of the first millennium A.D. It was one of the south Indian kingdoms
conquered by Samudragupta. It was visited by Huen-Tsang. It rose to prominence
in 7th century A.D. Under the Pallava king. It possesses the famous Kailashnath
temple (built by Pallava King Narsimhavarman - II) and Vaikuntha perumalla
(constructed sometime after the kailashnath). The Kailashnath temple is a landmark
in the development of dravida temple style with its characteristic componentsvimana, mandapa gopuram and an array of vimanas along the walls of the court,
i.e. peristyle cells.
63. KAVERIPATTANAM known as Puhar, was the Chola capital and chief port in
Sangam period (200 B.C.- 300 A.D.) with a large colongy of foreigners. It was an
important trade center. Ships sailing from here to South-East Asia. A long poem on
this Chola capital is the part of the famous Sangam work pattupattu (Ten Idylls).
64. KURUKSHETRA near Thaneswar, to the north of Delhi in Haryana, was the site
of the great battle of Mahbharata. This battle fought between the Kauravas and the
Pandavas, formed the basis of the story of the greatness of India epics the
Mahabharata. It is in this great war that Krishna prached his gospel of the Gita, to
the Pandava hero Arjuna who saw his own elders and kishmen arranged himself for
the fith and then early decided to renounce and retire. Krishna gave him the
message of disinterested perfomance of duty i.e. renunciation in action but no
renunciation of action. That a great war ws fought between the cousin brothers Kauravas and Pandavas is quite possible.

65. MANYAKHET (modern Malkhed in Hyderabad region) was the capital of
Rashtrakuta Amoghavarsha I in the 9th century A.D.
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66. MAHABALIPURAM is today a tiny coastal village 65 kms. south of Madras. This
port-city was founded by Pallava king Narasimhavarman in the 7th century A.D.
Pallava kings created an architecture of their own which was to be the basis of all
the styles of the south. In fact Mahabilipuram, the Pallava art with its monolithic
temples (rathas) and rocks sculptured in the shapes of animals with a wonderfully
broad and powerful naturalism, with whole cliffs worked in stone frescoes,
immenspictures unparalleled at the time in all Indian in their order movement and
lyrical value. The Descent of the Ganges, the unique masterpiece of Pallava art was
surely one of the most remarkable compositions of all time (in which is portrayed
the Ganges coming down to earth, with gods, animals men and all creation in
adoration). The shore temple built by Rajasimha represents one of the earliest
examples of structural temples. the Pallvava monuments at Mahabalipuram
symbolize not only the transition from rock-architecture to structural stone temples
but also significantly the completion of the "Aryanisation" of South India during the
Pallava period.
67. MADHYAMIKA is identified with Nagari near Chitor in Rajasthan. Patanjali
alludes toYavana (Indo-Bacterian) invasion of Madhyamika.
68. MUSHIKAS on the lower Indus with its capital at Alord. Was the greatest
principality at the time of Alexander's invasion. Its king mousikanas submitted to
Alexander after brave resistance.
69. MATIPUR modern Mandawar in district Bijnor of UP was a center of Hinayana
Buddhist studies in the 6th and 7th centuries A.D. Huen-Tsang stayed here for
some time.
70. MADURAI popularly known as the city of festivals, was the seat of the 3rd
Sangam and was till the 14th century the capital of the Pandyan kingdom which
had sea-borne brade with Rome and Greece. It is famous for the Minakshi temple.
80. MACCHA or Matsaya, was one of the 16 janapads. The Matsyas ruled to the
west of the Jamuna and south of the Kurus. Their capital was at Viratnagar (modern
Bairrat near Jaipur).
81. MALLA was one of the 16 Janapadas of the16th century B.C. The territory of
the Mallas was on the mountain slopes probably to the north of the vijjain
confederation. They had to branches with their capitals at Kusinagar and Pawa. But
in pre-Buddhist time the Mallas were a monarchy.
82. MUZIRIS modern canganors in Kerala at the mouth of the river Periyar, an
important port in Sangam period (20 B.C. - 300 A.D.) abounded in ships with
cargoes from Arabia and Roman world. Later literature speaks of Roman settlements
and a temple was built here ni honour of Augustus.
83. NAGARJUNAKONDA is Krishna Velley, harboured a Neolithic community with
stone-axe-culture and primitive mode of agriculture. With a few classical accidental
looking sculptures in proves trade and culture contacts with the Roman world.
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Survival of a Buddhist stupa proves it to be a Buddhist center in early Christian
centuries. The beginning of Hindu temple architecture in south India are best traced
in the remains of the early brick temples of the Ikshavakus excavated here
anticipating the Nagara, Dravida and Vasars styles.
84. NASIK (also known as Naiskya and Govardhan) is famous for exquisite rockcut Buddhist temple (of the period 2nd BC - 1st A.D.) with an engraved iscription of
Gautami Balsari recording the achievement of the Satavahanas ruler Gautamiputra
Satakarni). A large board of silver coins bearing the name, the titles of Nahapana
were discovered at Jogalthambi very close to the Nasik suggesting the defeat of the
Saka ruler bythe Satavahana knig. It is also famous for the Chaitya and Vihar as
pan-du-lonea.
85. PITHUNDA on the Godavari, was the capital of the Avapeople or the Avamukta
which was conquered as Samudragupta.
86. PADMAVATI was Nag capital is Gwalior region. Its king Ganapati Naga was
defeated by Samudragupta.
87. PRATISHTHANA (Paithan) at the mouth of the river godavri in the Aurangabad
district of Maharashtra, was the capital of Satavahana kings. It was an important
commercial mart linked with Sravasti.

88. PURUSHPURA (modern Peshawar) was the capital of Kanishka's vast empire
and the center of Gandhara art. It became the chief center of Buiddhist activity and
studies with building of number of huge Chaityas and viharas and with one stupa.
The Chiense pilgrims refer to a many storied relic-tower in which some relics of
Buddha were enshrined. It is here that the icons of Buddha and other Hindu gods
were first finely carved. In provided the meeting place of the marchants of India,
China, central Asia, Persia, and the Roman world.
89. PATTADAKAL near Aihole Badami is famous for magnificentrock-cult and
sculptures temples in Chalukya and Pallava style. The number of such temples is
ten - four in the northern style and six in southern. Most famous of these temples
is lokesvara temple (now called Virupaksha).
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90. PANCHALA was one of the 16 janapadas of the 6th century B.C. Its area
correspondent to modern Bundelkhand and the portion of the Central Doab. It had
two divisions northern and southern, the Ganges forming the boundary line. Their
capitals were Ahicchatra and Kampilya respectively. One of the early Panchalas
kings, Durmukha, is credited with conquests in all directions.
91. PUSHKALAVATI i.e. the "city of lotuses' in Afganisthan to the north of the river
Kabul (modern Charasadda) in the district of Peshawar was conquered by
Alexandar. It was the old capital of western Gandhara. A gold coin (belonging to the
2nd century B.C.) with the city goddess (Lakshmi) holding a lotus in her right hand
and an appropriate Kharoshthi legend "Pakhalavati devata" had been discovered
here pointing to the popularity of Indian goddess. It remained under the rule of the
Indo-Greeks, the sakas and the Kushana. It was an important link in India's trade
relations with central Asia and China.
92. RAJAGRIHA moder Rajgir, near Patna in Bihar was and ancient capital of
Magadha under Bimbisara and Ajatsatru. It was here that first Buddhist council
was held after the death of Buddha. The cyclopean walls of the this old commercial
town are among themost remarkable finds in India.
93. SAKALA modern Sialkot, capital of Menander, was the refuge of Buddhist
monks. It was here, according to Buddhist tradition, that Pushyamitra Sungha
declared to give an award of 199 dinars for the head of a Buddhist monk.
94. SANCHI :near Bhopal famous for a Buddhist stupa and for one of Ashoka's
Minor Pillar Edicts. Sanchi sculptures along with Bharhut Godh-Gaya represent the
first organized art activity of the Indian People. There are reliefs of the Jatkas on the
stone walls around the stupa. Sanchi revealed historically important inscription of
the Satavahanas and the Gupta kings. Kakanodbota probably was the ancient name
for Sanchi, which was inhabited by the tribal people Kakar, and was conquered by
the Samudragupta.
95. SRAVASTI moder Saket-Mahet on the borders of the Gonda and the Bahraich
districts of U.P. On the river Rapti - It was a famous center of trade in ancient times,
from where three important trade routes emanated linking it with Rajagriha,
Pratishthana, and Taxila. It was one of the early capitals of the Janapad of Kosal.
Later, it served as the provincial headquarters of the Gupta kings. Fa-hien visited
it.
96. SAKETA region around Ayodhya, was invaded by Yavanas (Indo-Bacterin) is
attested to by Patanjali.
97. SARNATH near Varanasi, is the place where the Buddha delivered his frist
sermon in the Deer park, this event being known as the "Turning of the Wheel of
Law". It is the site of the famous Ashokan Pillar of Polished sand-stone whose lion
capital was adopted by the people of Free India as the state emblem. It was also the
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famous seat of Gupta sculpture. Gupta plastic art reached its perfection e.g. the
seated Buddha in preaching posture.
98. SRAVANA-BELGOLA in Hasan district of Karnataka, is famous for the
monolithic statue of Gometeswara- 85fit. High, erected in 980 A.D. by Chemundya
Rai, the chief minister of the Ganga king Rachmal.
99. SOPARA port town known to the Periplus and ptolmey, carried most of the
ancient Indian trade with foreign countries; gradually it began to lose its importance
to Berygaza and Barharium- Ist century A.D. onwards. It ahs survived as a village
40 miles north of Bombay.
100. TOSALI (Dhauli) near Bhuaneshwar in Puri district of Orissa, was the seat of
one of the Mauryan viceroyalties as well as one of the fourteen major rock edicts of
Ashoka. The Tosali rock edict refers only to the conquered province.
101. TRIPURI now village near Jabalpur, was the capital of the Kalachuri dynasty.
The Kalachuri kings became independent in 10th century A.D. In 1939, Tripuri had
the distinction of being the venue of the 54th session of Indian National congress.

102. TAMRALIPTI Tamluk in the Midnapur district of Western Bengal was one of
the most important port-towns of ancient India. Outlet to south-east Asia when
there was trade boom.
103. TANJORE is famous for Rajarajeswava or Brihadeswara temple of lord Shiva
which is the largest and tallest of all India temples with its vimana towering to a
height of nearly 200 feet over the Garbhagriha with Pyramidal body in thirteen tiers.
It was the seat of Chola government in the 9th century A.D. and later of an
independent kingdom after the fall of ther Vijayanagar Empire. Weight of the cap 80
tonnes. Conceived on a gigantic scale. Stone relief as minute as that of jewelers.
104. THANESWAR near Kurukshetra, to the north of Delhi in the province of
Haryana, was the capital of the Pushyabhuti dynsty. The kingdom of thanesar
emerged into a powerful state under Harsha's (606-647 A.D.) father,
Prabhakarvardhan who was in constant warfare against the Huns on the frontier
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and with the rulers of Malwa. Harsha shifted his capital from Thaneswar to
Kannauj. According to Heun-Tsang the people of this city were specially inclined to
trade. Thus thanesar was a principal center of trade. It was attacked by Mahmud of
Ghazni in 1014 A.D. it is here that ahmad Shah Abdali first defeated the Maratha
army in 1759 boding to the Maratha collapse at Panipat in 1761.
105. UJJAIN in Madhya pradesh was the capital of Avanti (6th century B.C.) and
Chandragupta II, and was one of the provincial capitals of the Mauryas. It was the
modal point of two ancient trade routes, one from Kausambui and the other from
Mathura, its chief exports being agate, jasper and carnelian. It has an observatory
built by Maharaja Savai Jai Sing II (1686-1743).
106. URAIYUR also known as Aragaru,on the river Kavari, was for some time the
Sangam chola capital, was famous for its pearls and muslin, the latter being as
think as the slough of the snake.
107. UTTARMERUR is a village of Tamil Nadu where nearly two hundred
inscriptions belonging to Pallava and Chola periods indicating the nature and
working of the village administration have been found. According to Uttarmerur
inscriptions Pallava and Chola villages enjoyed maximum of autonomy
inadministrative matters with popular village assemblies like the Ur, Sabha,
Mahasabha or Nagaram looking after the village affains without any interference
from royal officers. The village of Uttarmerur was divided in thirty wards.
108. VATSGULMA modern Basim in the Ahoka district in the South of Ajanta, was
the capital of a Junior branch of the Vakatakas who are mentioned in the Ajanta
cave inscriptiona No. XVI.
109. VIDISA modern Besnagar, near Bhilsa, in East Malwa, was a part of Sunga
empire with Agnimitra, the sone of Pushyamitra Sunga as viceroy. The Vidisa guild
of ivory worker was famous for these workers carved the stone sculpture on the
gateways and railings surrounding the Sanchi Stupa. It indicates commercial
prosperity. It was also famous for the Garuda Pillar Inscription which testified its
erection by a Greak ambassabor named Heliodorus in honour of Vasudeva Krishna,
the god of the Bhagavatas.
110. VAISHALI indentified with modern Basali in Muzaffarpur district of Bihar, was
apulent and prosperous town in the Buddhist period. The second Buddhist Councial
was held here. It served as the capital of lichchavis. Later, Ajatsatru annexed it to
this kingdom. Ambapali, the famous charming courtesan, lived here and hosted to
the Buddha at one time and later she became a convert to Buddhism.
111. VENGI (in Andhra Pradesh) one of the south Indian kingdoms probably joined
the Sangha conquered by Samudragupta. It was the capital of the eastern
Chalukyas, and was disputed between the Chalukyas and the Pallavas.
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ANCIENT PLACE NAMES AND
HISTORIC SITES
Bamiyan
Purushpura (Peshawar)
Manshere
Srinagar
Marappa (Hariyupa?)
Rupar
Thanesvara
Kurukshetra
Indraprastha
Kampilya
Niglava
Kapilvastu
Rampurva
Vaisali
Rajagriha
Devaka
Kandhar
Amri
Pushkar (Ajmer)
Bairat (Bhabra)
Deogarh
Prayaga
Arbuda
Eran
Sanchi
Tripuri
Lothal

Kapsa
Massage
Taxila
Sakala
Yaudheya
Kalibangan
Kalsi
Alamgirpur
Ahicchatra
Kanyakubja
Ayodhya
Pavapuri
Lauriya-Nandangarh
Chirand
Barbar and
Gorthagiri
Nalanda
Navadvipa
Mohenjodro
Chanho-daro
Sakambhari
Jaipur
Bharhut
Sarnath
Madhyamika
Ujjayani
Vidisa
Surkotada
Rangapur

Valabhi

Somnath

Bagh
Bhagtrav
Ajanta
Pratisthana (Paithan)
Kanheri
Karle
Maha Kosal
Dhauli (Tosali)
Gangam
Devaragiri

Mahismati
Surat
Ellora
Nasik
Surparaka (Sopara)
Bhaja
Mahakantar
Puri-Hathigumpha
Kottura
Devarasthra

Purnia

Pushkalavati
Sahabazgarhi
Burzahom
Mehrgarh
Jalandhara
Banavali
Topra
Hastinapur
Mathura
Sravasti
Rummindei
Kusinagar
Lauriya - Araraj
Pataliputara
Gaya
Champa
Tamralipti
Kot Diji
Barbaricum
Nindowari (near 53)
Padmavati
Kausambi
Kasi
Daspura
Besnagar
Rupanath
Evarka
Girhar (Girinagar or Junagarh)
Bharukacche (Broach,
Barygaza)
Harda
Anupad
Devagiri
Aparanta
Elechanta
Vatagulma
Sisupalgarh
Jauguda
Mahendragiri
Visakhapatnam
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Pishtapura
Vengi
Amravati

Kalyana
Kaurala
Vatapi

Maski

Yarragudi

Brahmagiri
Belur
Uttarmerur
Arikamdeu
Gangaikonda Choleapuram
Tyndis
Srirangam
Madurai
Balita
Tondi
Kajangala (near 43)

Pallaka
Sravana Belgola
Mamlalpuram
Chidambaram

Manyakheta
Ghantasala
Aihole
Vanavasi (Banavasi or
Vaijayanti)
Dwarsmudra
Kanchi
Sopatma
Puhar (Kaveripatnam)

Nagapattanam

Naura

Kongu
Uraiyar
Tiruchirapali
Tanjor (Tanjavur)
Muziris
Nelcynda
Korkai
Kanyakumari
Anurudhapur
Sriengri (near 133)
Pattakakal (near 125) Iskkeri (near 132)
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CONTACTS WITH SOUTH-EAST
ASIA : ADDITIONAL NOTES
SOURCES :
(1) LITERARY EVIDENCE:
(A) Chinese records refer to an Indian belonging to Kaundinya gotra - corroborated
by later iscriptions - some of the Chinese sources are in the form of narration of
diplomatic missions, or cultural literature.
(B) INDIAN LITERATURES : Jataka stories talk of golden lands and islands
(Suwaranadeep and Suwaranbhumi) - the Ramayana mentions Java and Sumatra
- the Kathasaritasagara talks of ships sailings to the port of Kataha or modern keda
in Malaysia.
(C) WESTERN LITERATURE : (Ptolemy of the second century talks of brisk trade refers to the direct route from Ganjam to Malaysia. This route to Malaysia is
confirmed by recent reseaches.
(2) WESTERN EVIDENCE : This constitutes the earliest material evidence - B
uddhist imagef rom the school of Amaravati - later in Thailand , combodia, Annam,
Sumatra, Java and Celebes.

(3) EPIGRAPHIC EVIDENCE : The oldest Vo-Canh inscription on the Vietnamese
coast (third century A.D.) referring to one king Srimara -Sanskrit inscriptions form
the 5th century found in Borneo - Borneo inscriptions talk of evidence sacrifices
and the cult of Shiva while the oc-eo inscriptions talk of trade relations inscription
in south Vietnam and excavations at Oc-eo in modern Combodia - from the 7th
century, epigraphicall sources became more numerous (Borneo, Java Sumatra,
Malayan Peninsula and Indo-China Peninsula) - Combodia has more than 1,000
inscriptions both in Sanskrit and Khmer language.
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(4) ARCHEOLOGICAL SOURCES : The Khmer remains the marvelous the city of Oceo was the nucleus of the later Khmer kingdom. The two Khmer temples are Angkor
Vat and Beyon - close to modern Jakarta is Baraboudur wherein we have got a
Buddha temple.
(5) SIGNIFICANCE : The history of South East Asia lets in a fresh breeze into the
repetitive revents of ancient Indian like rise and fall of empires, foreign invascions
weak successors and so on. By the end of the fifth century, Mekong Valley, Malaya
peninsula and the Indonesian islands were dotted with Hindu principalities.
Particularly the kingdom of Funan attained eminence.
South-East Asian history bearn witness to the youthful vigour of Indian civilizations,
primarily the pioneerings and adventurous zeal of Indians in the swamps and
jungles of the East, Commercial zeal of merchant class, and exceptional missionary
zeal of Hindus. Probably Hindus were great navigators as borne out bythe Agastya
lenged.
Political expansion of south-East Asia was motivated partly by a desire on the part
of the enterprising princes driven by misfortune to find new homes and kingdoms
for themselves are partly to spread Indian culture. A few adventurous men like
kaundinya settled down in the kingdoms explored by them, where they were
accepted by the local population as their rulers. Also the march of Indian culture in
south-East Asia was the outcome of the thirst for reaching the eastern El Doradokanakapuri -the land of gold. Merchants and adventures or banished princes,
seeking to try their luck in the unknown land, embarked either at the ports of
Tamralipti and Paloura or took the land route through dense forests and mountains
noticed a Chinese traveler and also mentioned in Burmese chronicles.
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HISTORY OF FUNAN AND
CAMBODIA
In the beginning of the first century A.D. a Hindu community existed in Funan. The
oldest Hindu kingdom established in the lower valley of the Mekong, the area now
included in the Indo-China peninsula was known as the funan with its capital at
Vyadhapura, probably near Ba Phnom. According to the tradition recorded in
inscriptions, it was founded in the 1st century B.C. by a Brahamana and Kaundinya
from India who defeated and married the Naga prnices soma of that place. The
second Kaundinya - again a Brahmana from India was elected king by the people,
thus marking the next stage of Indian colonisation, Hinduism too deep root in that
country, and the rulers bore Indian names and followed Indian religion. The
brahminical hierarchy was a notable feature in the social order.
Chinese records mentions the year as 191 A.D. when Kaundinya, a Brahmin,
"planted his javelin and married a local naked princes". This was confirmed by the
inscriptions relating to King Srimara of the third century A.D. History of Thais also
confirms this evidence.
One of the kings, Ashvanarman performed otrthodox Aryan sacrifices. For certain,
another Kaundinya who ruled over Funan in the fourth century A.D. appears to
have reorganized the state and society. The successor of Kaundinya II, Gu
navarman, built temples in honour of Vishnu. In the fifth century A.D. there was a
war between funan and the newly emerging champa. At this time Jayavarma of
Funan sent an emissary to China seeking its help.
This kingdom established by Kaundinya flourished for a few centuries. Chinese
annals refer to some of the vasslas of Funan in the seventh century A.D.
Funan lost its importance and was merged in the famous kingdom of Kambuja
(Cambodia) named after Kambu-Svayambhuva. By abo to the 6th century A.D, King
Bhavavarman founded a new royal family. Consolidating his hold over kingdom of
Kambuja and Funan. His successors ruled for a very long time. The later story is
that of the empire of Kambuja extending over a period of more than five centuries.
Three important kingdosm existed at the opening of the sixth century - Kambuja
(Cambodia), Champa (Thailand) and Srivijaya, a great maritime empire which
included the Malaya peninsula and Simatra.

KAMBUJA:
Kambuja began as a vassal state of Funan but by the middle of the sixth century
ir became an independent State of Funan. The founder was Stiravarman. The early
inscriptions are in classical Sanskrit, Full of references to ancient India. The kings
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were Hindus, mainly Saivite. More interesting is the fact that the prasati of
Bhavaarman was written in the Kavya style closely imitating the Rabhuvansa of
Kalidasa.
Buddhism appeared ni Kambuja by the middle of the seventh century, and two
religions, Hinduism and Buddhism, co-existed as in India.
From the homeland it was the Pallava influence that dominated. It was the Pallava
doctrine of Saivism that the official cult of Kambuja also. Kambuja's architecture
bears the influence of the Pallava tradition.

CHAMPA:
Champa or Thailand was also an anceitn kingdom. It too broke away from Funan.
Chmapa covered Vietna, Laos and Cambodia at one time.
Founded by the turn of the first century A.d. with its capital at Indrapura, Its
nucleus was modern Thailand. Probably might have been the first historical king, if
not the founder of the Hindu dynasty. The first known-important king was
Rudravarman. One king Indravarman III mastered the six systems of Hindu
Philosophy, the Buddhist philosophy system, the grammer of Panini, and the sacred
texts of the saivitis. The Vedas and the Dramasastras were studied and one king Sri
Jaya Idnravarma VII had mastery of the Dharmasastras. Even the Ramayana and
the Mahabharata were videly known. The architecture of Champa was of the
southern type. Champa disappeared in the 14th century from History after many
centuries of fight with the kingdom of Annam which was the advanced post of
Chiense culture.

SAILENDRAS:
Probably, the sailendras were merged with the Srivijaya kingdom of Sumatra in
the fourth century A.D. By the end of the eighth century, the empire spread to
Malaya peninsula, One of the kings sent an expedition to Java. I-Tsing visited one
king, Sri Jayanasa. Inscriptions talek of Sailendra rule over Sumatra, java and the
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Malay peninsula by theend of the thirteenth century A.D. As a naval power the
Sailendras continued till the 12th century.
The third kingdom of Srivijaya had the glory of guarding the sea routes. The kingdom
was first established in Sumatra. Soon the king conquered the other island groups
and established their hegemony over the Malaca straits by the beginning of the
seventh century. In the eighth century they extended their power to the Malay
peninsula. "Thus withone foot on the continent and the other on the great island of
Sumatra they bestrode the straits and retained the mastery of both seas for over
500 years."
It was this authority of Srivijaya kingdom that was challenged by the Chols in the
eleventh century. It was Rajendra Chola who began the 100 years war with the
Sailendras. At the end of the war the Sailednras remained masters of the sea. Thus
for full 700 years they did had held sovereignty over the seas surrounding the
islands and upheld Indian culture in the archipelago.
They maintained friendly relations with the Palas of Bengal. Balaputradeva of the
Sailendras built a monastery at Nalanda. Another ruler built a monastery at
Nagapatnam.
The Sailendras were Mahayana Buddhist. Sumatra and Java attracted foreign
scholars. Atisadipankara of the Vikramsila university styed for ten years in
Sumatra. Their greatest stupa is the Buddha temple at Baraboudour largest in the
world - 2000 relief scultupres on the life of the Buddha - built in the from of terraces
- the top-most terrace crowned with a bell-shaped stupa.
Arab travelers by compliments to the wealth and grandeur of the empire in the 8th
century. But Camobida as Java broke away in the 9th century.

SOCIAL LIFE:
The Indian, immigrants in South-East Asia, while setting up their kingdoms, tried
to build a social structure on the orthodox Indian model with the traditional four
castes (caturvarna) and the supremacy of the brahmins and the ksatriyas. The
distinction between brahmins and the Kastriyas was more apparent than real.
Intermarriage between the two was not unknown. But the caste system in these
regioins was not as rigid as in India. The aristocracy and the common people had
a sharp line of distinction, specially noticed in their dress, which was scanty in the
case of ordinary people but gorgeous and ornamented for the aristocrats. Caste
did not interfere in the Choice of the avocation. A Kambuja record refers to the
members of a Brahmin family being elephant drivers. Artisans and priests.
The Indian dhoti wsa very commonly used. It is mentioned by Chinese historians. A
sculpture at Bayon depicts the king dressed in dhoti with a hara - jeweled gold
garland - round his neck. The history of the Sui Dynasti mentions that the kings
was dressed in purple silk clothes which were embroidered. Inscriptios and
sculptures bring out the use of Indian ornaments.
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The food habit of the people was the same, tandula (rice) was the staple food with
pulses like tila and mudga. Likewise gharta, dadhi and guda (ghee, curd
anomolasses) are mentioned in inscription s.

ART:
It is astonishing that the greatest Buddhist temple is found not in India but in
Baraboudur in Indonasia. Considered to be the largest Buddhist temple in the
whoel world, It was constructed in the eighth century A.D. and 436 images of
Buddha were engraved onit. The temple of Angkorvat in Kampuchea to medieval
times of Baraboudur. Although this temple belongs to medieval times in can be
compared to the best artistic achievements of the Egyptians and Greeks. The
stories of the Ramayana and Mahabharata are written in relief on the walls of the
temple. The story of the Ramayana is so popular in Indonasia that many folk plays
are performed on its basis. The Indonesian language called BHASHA INDONESIA
contains numerous Sanskrit words. In respect of sculptures the head of the
Buddha from Thailand, the head from Kambuja and the Magnificent bronze
images from Java are regarded as the best examples of the blending of Indian art
with local art traditions of South-East Asia. Similarly beautifull examples of
painting comparable to those of Ajanta have been found not only in Sri Lanka but
in the Tun Huang Caves on the Chinese border.
It was a two-way traffic. Indians acquired the craft of minting gold coins from the
greeks and Romans. They larnt theart of growing silk from Cinha. That of growing
betel leaves from Indonasia, and several other products from the neighbouring
countries. Similarly the method of growing cotton spread from India to China and
central Asia. However, Indian contribution seems to be more important in art,
religion and language.

REASONS FOR COLLAPSE
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(a) Neither the Hindu nor the Budhist emigration was supported by any kingdom or
empire in India, clearly provingthat the expansion was not colonial in nature.
(b) Since no home support was there for these kingdoms, they later easily
succumbed to local influences.The Chinese influence as spear-headed by the
Annamites caused the destruction of the Khmer rule. The arab capture of trade and
their subsequent penetration into this region led to the spread of Islam in Indonesia
and to some extent in Malaysia.
(c) The early Hindu influence succumbed to the Buddhist influence partly coming
from India and partly from China.
(d) The thais coming from Yunnan maountains in China established themselves at
the expense of Hindu kingdoms in Indo-China.
(e) The local influences over which Hinduism was super imposed re-asserted
themselves. Somehow the Buddhist influence remained partly because of the
cultural patronage of China to Buddism.

(f) The final disappeaance of Hinduism must definitely be because of Hinduism
going to seed in its own home land by 1000 A.D.

CONTACTS WITH CENTRAL ASIA
The expansion of Indian culture and influence both in Central Asia and in the southeast towards the countries and islands of the pacific is one of the momentous
developments in the period immediately preceeding the Christian era. Asoka's
missionaries traveled for to the west but the result of their work in Antioch and
Alexandria and other distant countries must remain a matter of speculation.
It is however the Kushan empire of Kanishka, Huviska and Vassudeva which
became the carriers of Indian thought into Central Asia. Kanishka was the patron
of Mahayana Buddhism, and his empire outside Indian became a scene of Indian
missionary activity. The great Kasyapa Matanga and Dharmaratna were actually
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employed in missionary work in Indo-Scycthian counries when the Chinese
ambassadors met them (68 A.D.) From that time there was a countinous and
uninterrupted flow of Scholars, Monks and missionaries to china of whom the most
famous was Kumarajuna and Vasubandhu. The Indianisation of Khotan, Kucha,
and others areas in Central Asia is still evidenced by the great mass of Buddhist
literatures that has been discovered there by various expeditions.
With the archaeological discoveries of Sir Aurel Stein began our knowledge of India
and central Asia. Manuscripts belonging to second century A.D. were found at
Khotan-written in Prakrit. Another script was found at Kucha belonging to the 4th
century A.D. quotations from Charaka and Susruta. And Russian archaeologists
discovered 182 frescos in Tun-Hunang known as the cave of the thousend poets.
2. Chinese Turkestan, called by sir Aurel Stein as the innermost heart of Asia and
forming a vast basin was at one time a prosperous country of flourishing cities with
their rich sanctuaries and monasteries. The remains in Turkestan and the finds
that and monasteries. The remains in Turkestan and the finds that different sites
explored or excavated by archaeologists have established beyond boubt that a large
number of Indians had migrated from the Punjab and Kashmir and settled in the
Tarim basin where thet when stein was exploring that region he felt as if he was in
some Punjab village, although he was nearly 3,00 km. Away from the land of the
five rivers.
3. There was an Indian Kingdom in Khotan. It is alleged that it was founded by son
of emperor Asoka. The names of the early kings all begin with Vijeta. Buddhism was
introduced in that kingdom more than a century after its establishment. Later many
Buddhist monasteries were set up in the region; two famous ones, Gosrnga and
Gomati Viharas, were great centers of learning. Many other Indian monks visited
khotan and many Buddhist monasteries flourished there.
Both Prakrit and Sanskrit were studied in Khotan. The whole of Central Asia was a
meeting place of different cultures since it contained the famous silk trade route
between China and Roma. The northern route touched Kucha (Kuchi) Oarashara
(ancient Agnidesa) and Turfan, while the Southern route passed through Kashgar,
Yarkand, Khotan, Niya, Miran and other important centers. The two routes fimally
converged at Tung-huang on the western border of China, a strong Buddhist center
noted for its famous grottos. Buddhism flourished in all these regions but traces of
Brahmanical religion are also found in khotan and other places.
Besides religion, Indian influence can also be traced in art and architecture.
Probably some Indian artists from Khotan had migrated to China. Various remnants
of frescos leave no doubt that not only the whole oconography but the technique of
drawing, conventions and mannerism were derived from the Buddhist paintings in
India. Stucco figures were modeled on the existing ones at Gandhara. The Indian
influence is even more distinctly confirmed by the finds from khotan, Tumshuq and
Schorshuq.
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4. BUDDHIST missionaries went first to Central Asia. Fahien and Biuen-Tsang
spoke of thousands of Buddhists living in the area. From this area, Buddhism
spread to China. Kashyapa Matanga a and Dharmaratha visited the Chinese empire
in the 2nd century B.C. and converted the people to Buddhism. And historical
evidence shows that it was kumarjiva of the fourth century B.C. who converted the
people of Kucha to Buddhism.
5. Tibet was brought under the orbit of Buddhist in the 7th Century A.D. Later,
Tibetans borrowed the Kashmiri script which was later transformed into the Tibetan
script of today. Later, the Tibetan Buddhists came in large numbers to India during
the pala period and there was a lively exchange between Tibet and Pala kingdom.
Tibetan monks studied at the monasteries of nalalnda and Vikramasila.
6. Political and cultural ties between India and central Asia continued till about the
8th century A.D. the gradual advance of Islam and the suspension of the silk trade
on account of insecureties between India and the innermost heart of Asia.
7. This Indian cultural expansion into Central Asia was no attempt at political
expansion. Instead the assimilation of all the foreigners who came to Indian- Greeks,
Parthians, Sakas, Kusanas and Hunas-in the socio-religious structure of India was
the triumph of Indian culture.

8. During the long course of history, India's attitude towards political and cultural
expansion has never been imperialistic. Armies were never sent to conquer andy
region. The conquest was mainly intellectual, and incidentally the superior culture
triumphed over the native one. Individual men or groups set up kingdoms which in
course of time shaped into empires. The contact with the motherland was
maintained but India never exploited the colonies for her own benefit. The kingdoms
were, however, repositories of Indian culture-replicas of the ones in India.
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ADDITIONAL NOTE
The post-Mauryan era is known for meaningdul contacts between central Asia and
India. North-western India came under the rule of a number of dynasties hailing
from Central Asia.
The first were the Indo-Greeks who earlier ruled over Bactria situated to the South
of Oxus river in the area covered by north of Afghanistan. (For details see IndoGreeks.)
The Indo-Greeks were followed by the Sakas. One of their branches settled in India
with Taxila as their capital. Another branch ruled over western India. The latter
came into conflict with the Satavahanas. There is nothing conspicuous regarding
this contact. The only famous ruler was Rudradaman (130 to 150 A.D.) who
undertook repairs to improve Sudarshana lake in Kathiawar, this lake was used for
a very long time. Also, he was a patron of Sanskrit. It was the who first issued a long
inscription in chaste Sanskrit.
After the Sakas, the Central Asians who influenced India were the Kushans. They
originally came from the steppes of north Central Asia and lived in the
neighbourhood of China. (Refer to the topic on the Kushans for further details).
In general the central Asia contactsled to certain developments. Building activity
was very brisk. Burnt brick was used for flooring and tiles were used forboth flooring
and roofing. Also, brick wells wre constructed. The typical pottery of the SakaKushan period was the red ware, both plain and polished. Some pots have spouted
channels. Such like objects have been found in Soviet Central Asia also.

More important is the fact that the Sakas and the Kushans settled in India for good.
They adopted the scripts, languages and religious of India. Thus they became
integral parts of Indian society and this fusion of the Sakas and the Kushans with
Indian society left its own imprint. They introduced better cavalry and use of riding
hourses on a large scale. Use of reins and Saddles became common as shown in the
Buddhist sculptures of the second and the third centuries A.D. Numerous equestian
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terracotta figures of the Kushan period have been found. Horsemen were heavily
armed and fought with spears and lances. More important are the changes
introduced by them in the ordinary pattern of life - turbans, tunics, truousers and
heavy long coat. The first one is worn by the Afghans and Punjabis till today and
probably the Sherwani of today is the successor of the long coat.
The close contacts between Central Asia and India also led to the import of gold from
the Altai mountains in Central Asia. Also, as the Kushans controlled the silk Route
they derived large revenues. This made the Kushans issue gold coins for the first
time on a wide scale in India.
Furthermore, the rule of central Asian conquerors strengthened the feudal
tendencies of society. The very fact that the Kushans called themselves 'King of
kings' shows that they exercised suzerainty over small princes. Along with this new
dimension in polity, the Sakas and Kushans introduced the concept of Divieright of
kingship. The Kushan kings called themselves sons of god. Possibly this has made
manu state that the king should be obeyed because he is a great god ruling in the
form of human beings.
In matters relating to society, the Greeks, the Sakas, the parthians and the Kushans
came to be absorbed as the Kshatriya community. These were known as the falled
kshatriyas.
In matters of religion, a good number of foreign rulers believed in Vaishanavism.
The greek ambassador Heliodorus got a pillar constructed in honour of Vishnu near
Vidisa in Madhya Pradesh. A few took to Buddhism like the Greek ruler. Menander.
The exchange of views between the Buddhist teacher Nagasena of nagarjuna and
Menander constitutes a good source for the cultural history of this period. Finaly,
some Kushan rulers took to worship of Shiva and the Buddha.
These contects with foreigners led to some changes in Indian religions. The old form
of Buddhism was too puritanical and too abstract for foreigners. They were in no
position to apprecie the philosophy of Buddhism as emphasized by the existing
Buddhist schools. To satisfy these foreigners, the Mahayana or the Great Vehicle
came into existence in which the Buddha is worshipped in the form of images. Those
who followed the older version of Buddhism or lesser Vehicle were known as
Hinayanists. Kanishaka was a great patron of Mahayana. He convened a council in
Kashmir and he had set up many stupas in memory of the Buddha.
Also, these foreign rulers became patrons of Indian ort and literature. Masons and
artisans trained in different schools of thought were employed by the Kushans
particularly in north-western India Indian artisans came into contact with their
Greek and roman counterparts. Such was the beginning of the Gandhara art in
which images of the Buddha were made in Graeco-Roman style. This from of art
gradually spread to Mathura is borne out by the famous headless statue of
Kanishaka. This particular school of art was also instrumental for a good number
of stone images of Mahavir.
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It was this impetus that activated the artistic impulse of India. In several places
south of the Vindhyas beautiful Buddhist caves were carved out of rocks, the famous
ones in Maharashtra. In Andhra Pradesh, nagarjunkunda and Amravati were the
centers of Buddhist art. The stories related to the Buddha have been portrayed in
numerous panels.
The foreign rulers were also instrumental for providing a stimulus to literature and
learning. The inscription of Rudradaman in Kathawar reveals the Kavya style in
Sanskrit. More and more inscriptions came to be composed in chaste Sanskrit. It is
also held that Asvaghosa was probably patronized by the Kushans. He wrote
Buddha Charita, a biography of the Buddha. He also wrote Saundarananda which
is a fine example of Sanskrit Kavya. In matters relating to theeatre also, the contact
with central Asian rulers led to some changes. The feature of curtain in dramatic
performances was borrowed from the Greeks.

Finally, in the field of science and technology contacts with central Asian foreigners
led to certain developments. The presence of a great number of Greek terms in
Sanskrit shows that Indian astronomy and astrology benefited from their contact
with the Greeks. It is said that the term Horasastra' meaning astrology in Sanskrit
was adapted from the Greek term horoscope. In technology, Indian gained from its
contacts with the Central Asians. Kanishaka is represented as wearing trousers and
long boots. It is conjectured that the practice of making leather shoes began in this
period. Also, the copper and gold coins of the Kushans were imitations of the Roman
coins. There was exchange of embassises between India and the Roman experors.
These contactw might have led to new practices in technology. For certain, working
in glass during this period was influenced by foreign ideas and practices.
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