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Modern World History  

The world history describes the human history determined by the study of 
archaeological and written records. Ancient history begins with the invention 
of writing. However, the roots of civ ilization reach back to the earliest 
introduction of primitive technology and culture.  

Prehistory begins in the Paleolithic era followed by the Neolithic era and the 
Agricultural Revolution (between 8000 and 5000 BCE) in the Fertile Crescent. 
Our ancestors  gradually spread out from their birthplace to all the continents. 

The Pleistocene Period along with the Paleolithic Age ended raising the level of 
the oceans and consequently splitting Africa from Europe, the Americas from 
Northeast Asia, Australia from S outh East Asia. The period marked a change 

in human history, as humans began the systematic husbandry of plants and 
animals. Agriculture advanced, and most humans transitioned from a nomadic 

to a settled lifestyle as farmers in permanent settlements.  

Nomad ism continued in some locations, especially in isolated regions with few 
domestic able plant species but the relative security and increased productivity 

provided by farming allowed human communities to expand into increasingly 
larger units, fostered by ad vances in transportation.  

As farming developed, agriculture became more sophisticated and led to 

storage of food between growing seasons. Labor divisions then led to the rise 
of the upper class and the development of cities. The growing complexity of 
human  societies necessitated systems of written records. As early as 3000 BCE 

many cities developed on the banks of lakes and rivers. Some of the first well -
developed settlements had arisen in Mesopotamia on the banks of Nile, 

Harappa and Mohenjo -Daro in the In dus valley and along major rivers of 
China. However they confined mostly to their restricted localities. But the 
situation changed during the Classical Era. By the close of the first century 

AD when the Classical Age had reached its peak there were four gr eat empires 
consisting of entire regions .The Romans controlled the entire Mediterranean 

basin, the Parthians held sway over the Middle east, the Kushans established 
themselves in part of upper India and Central Asia and the Chinese Han 
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dynasty ruled over the remaining territory of Asia. A large -scale inter -regional 
contacts came to be established in almost all spheres of human activity. It was 

during this period that ancient religions like Buddhism and Christianity 
became established with far reaching reli gious and cultural as well as political 

repercussions. The trade and commerce witnessed an unprecedented growth 
among the different parts while the Greek culture known as Hellenism spread 
from the Eastern Mediterranean to all parts.  

During the Middle Ages between 632 and 750 AD the Arabs established a vast 

Islamic empire stretching from the Pyrenees to the Indian Ocean and from 
Morocco to the borders of China. The banner of Islam was carried further into 
Central Asia, India, South Eas t Asia and Africa. Mongols victories over China, 

Korea, Central Asia, Russia and most of the Middle East was spectacular and 
was documented by many travellers. The writings of Marco Polo, Ibn Battuta 

etc. highlighted the socio -political history of the regi on.  

The Western World during pre 16th century period was under developed area 
but became leaders of the world in the modern period. The contemporary 
China, India and the Middle East while being comparatively developed and 

wealthy lacked the expansionism of  Western Europe. Modern world history was 
marked for long by European expansion and eventually by the disintegration 

of European Empires only during the 20th century. Various historical forces 
and factors such as the decline of decadent feudalism, beginnin g of capitalism, 
geographical discoveries, renaissance, reformation, the emergence of 

agricultural and commercial revolutions, technological progress and economic 
growth facilitated the expansion of Europe.  

The process of modernization that began in Wester n Europe has determined 
the course of modern world history. It has provided the Western Europeans 
not only with the superior economic and military power but also with superior 

socio -political cohesion and dynamism and paved the way for the European 
dominat ion of the world. Later it manifested itself in the form of great scientific, 

industrial and successive political revolutions that have molded human 
history.  
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French Revolution  
 

 

The French revolution changed the entire history of France. Many short terms 
as well as long term factors are responsible for the beginning of French 
revolution. These causes can be classified as -Economical, political and social 

in nature. Revolutions cause a far reaching change in the society. The French 
Revolution was violent in nature and caused the power to shift from the King 

who was the absolute monarch in to the hands of the common people.  

King Louis XVI  

France was in the hands of absolute monarchy meaning that the king Louis 
the 16th had absolute powers. King Louis though t he was chosen by god so he 

didnõt doubt his skill. However, King Louis XVI was indecisive and was a weak 
king. He used to spend his wealth in order to maintain an extravagant lifestyle 
and wasnõt concerned about his citizens and the way the country was run. Due 

to King Louiseõs negligence the aristocrats tried to take advantage by gaining 
power. He used to spend money on things which were irrelevant instead of 

trying to solve the problems arising due to taxation system for example he built 
Versailles. Fra nce used to also engaged in wars. In order to support the army 
and buy weapons for the war, he increased the taxes which put more burdens 

on the third estate.  

French Tax System Before Revolution  

Famine occurred in Paris as they couldnõt afford a basic staple diet since they 
had to pay the taxes because Louis XVI could not persuade the 1st and the 
2nd estate to pay taxes and share the burden. Due to the famine; hungry 

people travelled from Paris to Versailles to tell the King their problems. King 
Louis had t o move back to Paris from Versailles where he was like a prisoner 
for almost 3 years.  

Influence of Marie Antoinette  

Marie Antoinette was hated by the French citizen especially the third estate 
because may be as she was a German and she used to spend huge amount of 

money to maintain an extravagant lifestyle. She used to order clothes, 
jewelleries when the countries economy was suffering. She was unaware of the 
political, economical and the social issues the country was going through. A 

piece of gossip revea led that when someone told her to tell King Louis to reduce 
taxes on bread because the third estate couldnõt afford it, her reply was well- 
òTell them to eat cake insteadó. This is how removed she was from the reality. 

The Estates General  
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In 1789, the g overnment was short of money therefore, Louis XVI arranged the 
meeting of the Estates -General comprising of all three estates. They came to a 

conclusion that they should increase taxes. However, at that time the 3rd 
estate couldnõt afford to pay so many taxes. The 3 rd estate in desperation 

declared it self the sovereign National Assembly. This led to the revolution 
because the French citizen once again couldnõt cope with taxes but couldnõt 
change it because they didnõt have power. Thus, they wanted a say in how the 

country was run.  

Causes of French Revolution  

A number of major wars had taken place in the forty years leading up to the 
revolution. France used to always participate in the war and King Louis had to 
invest a lot of money in wars and the weapons . All this money came from the 

taxes paid by the 3rd estate. For example: the war with British: in 1756 the 
French fought with the Americans against British. This caused the government 
run low on money at a time when prices were high. This contributed to t he 

overall causes leading up to the revolution because it outraged the peasants 
to be so burdened that they could not afford to eat. On top of that they had 

failed crops which further increased the price of the essential commodities. All 
this lead to unres t and food riots.  

In 1700, the price of essential things increased so much that the wages of the 
workers could not match with the price of the commodities. So the families 

could not afford food and other basic necessities with such low incomes. This 
is lon g term causes which lead to French revolution as there was a lot of 

discontentment among the masses.  

In 1787 -88, the harvests were very bad due to very severe cold winters. 
Thousands of people suffered because there was not enough food. Angry mobs 
gathered in the streets. The women played an important role in the French 

revolution as these poor women of P aris marched to the kingõs palace at 
Versailles to demand bread for their hungry children. This is one of the short 

term economical causes of revolution.  
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Burden of New Taxes:  
In order to create funds for the war and to buy the weapons, the King Louis 

XVI kept on increasing the taxes which further added burden on the third 
estate as discussed in the other section. This lead to French revolution as the 

poor peasants could not cop e up with theses taxes and could not do anything 
about it as they had no voice. They wanted to have a say in as to how the 
country should be run.  

 

 

Estates of Realm  

The First Estate:  
the first estate mainly consisted of clergy. This was the Roman Catholic 
Church. They were the 0.3% of Franceõs population and owned about 10% of 

the land. On top of that, they didnõt pay taxes even thought they were one of 
the wealthiest people of France. The peasants paid 10% of their salary only to 
the Archbishops, Bishops a nd Abbots. The leaders of the clergy, bishops lived 

like nobles. The first estate contributed to the revolution but it was a short 
term cause. The Clergy took advantage of the fact that the king was so 
indecisive and non -judgmental. They thought that they could gain power by 

helping and advising the king when he would reach a dilemma. The greed for 
power contributed to the revolution because then the other estates wanted 

power as well.  

The Second Estate:  

The second estates were aristocrats. They made up 1.5 % of the population and 
owned 20% of the land. They didnõt pay taxes either. They often ordered 
peasants to work on their land and made them pay to use the mills. They were 

given control over other villages. They were hated by both the estates. They 
were h ated by the first estate because the aristocrats had control over more 
land. They were well of and wealthy and on top of that they didnõt have to pay 
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any taxes. Aristocrats were hated by the peasants because they used to be 
used as slaves. The second estat e contributed to the revolution because they 

refused to help King Louis by not paying the taxes especially during 1787 when 
the money was needed to fund the war against the British. The second estate 

did not help King Louis XVI to bring about reforms in th e taxation system. In 
1783, Charles de Calonne (Controller General of Finance) suggested that the 
nobility should also pay the taxes. The nobility refused to cooperate which 

further increased the economic problems of France.  

Unfair taxation and the Third E state:  
The 3rd estate made up 98.2% of the population. The 3rd estate consisted of 
middle class and peasants. There were lawyers, doctors, bankers, soldiers, 

merchants, priests, artisans, urban workers and peasants. The majority of the 
third estates were t he peasants. They owned little land. They used to be abused 

by the first and the second estates. They used to call the poorest members of 
the third estate sans -culottes. It was a term created by the French in 1790 to 
describe the poorest members of the thi rst estate because they wore 

pantaloons instead of the more in fashion clothes. The taxation system 
prevalent in France was faulty as the poorest were forced to pay the maximum 

taxes. The 3rd estate comprising of mainly the peasants had to pay 1/10 of 
thei r salary to the church. This was known as òtitheõ. There were many other 
taxes that they also had to pay. They paid the òtailleó which was a sort of 

income tax. They had to pay òSeigneurialõ to the local landlord, or lord of the 
manor. These taxes were kno wn as òfeudal duesó. For example; the landlord 
would charge peasants heavily to use his mill to grind corn. Corvee (work tax) 

was paid for few days each year. Peasants had to work hard for the upkeep of 
local roads. Gabelle was a tax on salt. There was tax  on salt since it helped to 

preserve food and òAideó was a tax on bottle of wine. The third estate werenõt 
paid sufficiently and they had to pay so many different taxes. The revolution 
took place because there was unfair taxation. The poorest community of France 

was paying high taxes for multiple reasons. They paid taxes so that the 
aristocrats can live a lavish life. They paid taxes to fund the war. They paid 

taxes to save the economy of the country.They are the real heroes of the French 
revolution because  they were the ones who took the first action which was 
known as the beginning of the French revolution. Because the peasants wanted 

new constitution, the trigger took place. They wanted power thatõs why they 
took over the king and gained power.  

Population  increase lead to the French revolution although it was a short term 
cause. The population increased dramatically in the 18th century. This caused 

peasants to become landless . This also meant that there was shortage of 
resources as they didnõt have surplus due to the poor harvest. Due to this 

reason the capable families worked really hard in order to feed their families 
and be capable of paying the taxes. This caused the revolution because it made 
the peasants want more land, money and power.  
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Influence o f the Enlightenment on the French 
Revolution  

The enlightment was a period of revolution; a time where there was a major 
shift in the way the people thought. People began to question, investigate, 

reason and find the logic behind the theories. They were con fident as they were 
going against the church / questioning the church, and who ever did that was 
executed. The enlightment affected areas like POLITICS, ARTS, LITERATURE, 

SCIENCE and last but not the least RELIGION. People started having secular 
thoughts. People started becoming open -minded and were ready to accept the 
change. They made their own laws and customs and adapted reality. Due to 

this the people became more knowledgeable New political ideas were evolved 
which lead to a new view of a government. T he government system changed. 

People wanted to have representatives government not one person ruling the 
country. They wanted to change their form of government form absolute 
monarchy to democracy. All the citizens wanted to share power. More 

universities and book were made. This also gave people a better sense of 
equality. There was a desire to change the society. The philosophers often 

gathered in Paris and other European cities. They discussed politics, science 
and society. They changed their ideology. T hey believed in secular thoughts, 
òSOCIAL CONTACT òand the òGENERAL WILLó. Social contact was a deal with 

people for the good, the right to elect, impeaching a president (anyone who has 
power) and general will was that people should have a right to choose their 
ruler. These ideas and thoughts lead to the French revolution as the people of 

France became more aware of their rights and freedom and liberty.  

 

 

Tennis Court Oath  

Demands and The tennis court oath:  
This was the trigger and led to the revolution. Lo uis XVI tried to prevent the 
national assembly from writing a new constitution by locking them out of their 

meeting rooms. However, they gathered in an indoor tennis court. There they 
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took an oath not to disband until they had written the constitution. Thi s was 
a major event which started the revolution because we can see that the people 

have gone against the king because he didnõt let the people make laws and 
regulations. This also indicates that the citizens desired change badly that is 

why they took this  action and took the oath that they will make a new 
constitution. The third estate declared themselves as the national assembly. 
There were three main demands of the peasants. The first one was that the 

peasants wanted Necker to return and become the finan ce minister as they 
knew that he would sort out the monetary issues. Secondly, they wanted new 
constitution, rules that would give the king less power and give the third estate 

a voice in the running of France. Their last demand was that they wanted to 
rul e the country as they made the majority of the population.  

In conclusion, we can say that there were numerous causes which lead to the 

French Revolution out of which, most of them were economical. The revolution 
was imminent because the third estates were treated badly since they were 
abused, treated like slaves and paid heavy taxes when they couldnõt afford it. 

They didnõt have power either. The French revolution brought a sense of 
equality among the citizens of France and everybody shared power. All the 

causes of the French revolution are interconnected because one issue leads to 
a anther and piles up. And when all the causes pile up it becomes a burden 
and there is no way out, hence the majority wins and there is a new beginning. 

Like in this case, all th e causes just piled up. When king Louis had no way out 
the wheel turned causing the majority to win, in this case the peasants and 
there was a new beginning. There was a new form of government, sense of 

equality and everybody had equal power. The political  factors lead to the 
economical factors.  

Role of Philosophers in French Revolution  

In the 18th century French people gave up conventional thoughts and began 
adopting the enlightened views and outlook. The rationalism and the spirit of 

free enquiry reinfor ced by Renaissance reached its apex in the 18th century. 
Prominent French intellectuals carried the cause of enlightenment forward like 

Montesquieu; Voltaire, Rousseau, Diderot, Quesnay, Tourge and D ôAlembert. 
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These philosophers infused independent thinki ng among the people. The 
French philosophers took a leading part in the exposition of the rationalist 

spirit of the age. They directed their free enquiry upon the existing institutions 
of France. Reason was the medium of their test. The philosophers expose d the 

defects of all institutions and customs found in their writing. The intellectual 
movement of that time applied scientific outlook on life. The main aspect of 
their thought was the establishment of a liberal, progressive and ideal society. 

They suppor ted the cause of laissez - faire, elimination of prevalent disparity in 
taxation and the rights of autonomy in administration. They laid bare 
inequality, exploitation, cruelty, religious intolerance, corrupt and absolute 

monarchy, financial restrictions etc.  They revealed the hollowness of the 
French institutions through satire and humor, criticism and scientific 

explanation.  

 

Montesquieu  

The true intellectual revolution in France started with Montesquieu who 
exposed the privileges enjoyed by the French aris tocracy and the corruption 
rampant in the royal court. In his book Spirit of Laws he openly attacked the 
absolute monarchy of France and pointed out that the shortcomings of political 

institutions and mental outlook of the people governed. He advocated 
con stitutional monarchy that would serve the interests of the French people. 

He also preached that liberty of individuals could never be safe guarded 
without separation of powers of the government into three independent organs 
ð legislature, judicial and exec utive. Montesquieu exercised a profound 

influence on the people. His criticism of the existing laws and institutions 
destroyed the prestige in which these institutions.  

Voltaire  

The foremost figure in the 18th century intellectual world was Voltaire. His 
imprisonment by the government converted him into a social thinker and critic. 

He examined the condition of contemporary society and highlighted the 
tyranny, cruelty and absurditi es prevailing in France. He wrote a famous 
critical history named The Age of Louis XIV and also wrote numerous essays, 

tales and satires. The other famous work was the Philosophical Dictionary. He 
attacked the decadent customs and notions prevalent in the society. But his 

main target was the Catholic Church. He criticized the French Church as 
privileged nuisance, monument of bigotry and den of superstitions. He said 
that the church held human thoughts in perpetual bondage. He gave a battle 

cry to destroy it  and criticized the government and society. His powerful 
writings attacked the citadel of tradition. He demolished its sanctity and 

prestige.  
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Rousseau  

The French rationalist philosophy swung to a radical channel with the advent 
of Jean Jacques Rousseau. He  scorned the dry rationalism of the philosophers 

and pointed that right feelings are important along with right thinking. In his 
writings he poured his contempt on selfishness and cunning way of the rich 
and the educated. In his essay - what is the origin o f inequality among men, 

Rousseau showed how vanity and greed had corrupted men. Rousseau had an 
intense faith in the dignity and goodness of man. In his book - Social Contract, 
he investigated the origin of state and government. He adopted Lockõs main 

propo sition of state of nature, the idea of contract and the sovereignty of the 
people. He declared that Government, Law and State were the outcome of a 

contract with people. The collective will of the people called the general will 
was the sovereign power. The  king remained on the throne under the obligation 
to obey the contract. If the king failed in his duty, the contract was broken and 

the general could depose him will. The people had a right to revolt against a 
bad government.  

Constituent Assembly  

After de stroying the old feudal order of France, the National Assembly 
undertook the task of framing new Constitution for France and declared itself 
as the Constituent Assembly on 9th July. The King was forced to accept the 

decision. The Constituent Assembly draft ed the constitution for the first time 
in 1791.It was the first written constitution in the history of France. The 
supreme power of the state was vested in the public. The structure of the 

French government remained monarchic but the rights of the king wer e 
curbed. The king was vested with veto. The king lost his power of legislation 

but he could stop the implementation of any law passed by the legislature.  

 

The document contained following declarations:  

¶ The assembly declared that man is invested with some  natural rights that he 
acquires by birth such as the right of individual security.  

¶ Right to private property was declared as the fundamental right. Private 
property was declared inviolable and sacred right no one shall be deprived 

thereof except in case o f public necessity.  
¶ Law is the expression of common will and originates from the combined 

efforts of the people.  

¶ Every individual has the right to participate in running the administration 
and making laws.  

¶ No person shall be accused, arrested or imprisoned  except in the cases and 
according to the forms prescribed by law.  

¶ The security of public rights is the duty of the state.  

¶ Sovereignty was invested in the nation instead of state or Parliament.  
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¶ All people have the right to acquire government ranks accordin g to their 
merits.  

¶ Every citizen was given the right to practice and propagate any religion 
within the prescribed limits of the law.  

¶ Freedom lies in those activities that do not harm others.  

The constitution of 1791 framed by the Constituent Assembly provided for the 
separation of powers and legislative authority was vested in Legislative 
Assembly elected indirectly by citizen who paid taxes. The constitution 

provided for a hereditary king who  had a veto power. Religious tolerance was 
proclaimed. The clergy was brought under the state and they were asked to 
take oath of allegiance to the new constitution. The constitution reflected the 

ideas of Rousseau, Montesquieu and Voltaire. The Constituen t Assembly 
caused destruction of the established norms of the society. After completing 

its work of drafting new constitution the Constituent Assembly decaled itself 
dissolved and election were held to elect new legislative assembly on the basis 
of constit ution. The first session of the Legislative Assembly began in Oct 1791. 

With the formation of new government people expected that it would initiate a 
new epoch and open the doors of happiness and prosperity by strengthening 

the monarchy in the new set up. But the Assembly could not complete its 
tenure of two years. It witnessed the decline of monarchy and turn towards 
blood shed.  

National Convention  

The National Convention was elected to draft a new constitution for France 
after the suspension of the kin g by the legislative assembly. The elected NC 
started its session in September 192.The convention consisted of 782 members 
elected on the basis of universal male franchise. The members differed on 

ideological basis. Girondists were stern supporters of demo cratic republic. 
Brissot, Condorcet and Thomas Penn were prominent Girondists leaders. The 
Jacobin leaders were extremists who occupied prominent positions. They were 

called Mountainists.Robespierre, Danton, Corneu, Camille were prominent 
Jacobins. The NC introduced various reforms in France to consolidate and 

strengthen the ideals of revolution. The convention abandoned the draft 
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constitutions of the Girondins and Jacobins and enacted a new constitution. 
It began with a declaration of duties as well as of the rights. The constitution 

framers ignored the practical value of executive leadership resting on 
legislative support. The administration of the country at large under this 

constitution was a compromise between the centralization of the old regime 
and th e decentralization of the constitutional monarchy. The new constitution 
proclaimed France as a Republican state. The codification of the national laws 

was taken in hand and it was provided that there would be no imprisonment 
for debt or slavery at French c olonies.  

 

The price of grain and other necessities of the life were fixed along with the 
wages. The convention established Normal School, the Polytechnic School, 
Museum of Louvre, the National Library and Institute De France. A new and 

uniform system of w eights and measures called the metric system was 
introduced in the country. Women were given right to property and children 

had equal share in the fatherõs property. The property of the ®migr®s was 
confiscated. Persons of wealth, clergymen and nobles were treated as suspects. 
Large landed estates of the émigrés was disbanded and offered for sale in small 

parts to the ordinary people. A large number of peasant -proprietors were 
created. All distinctions of high and low born were eliminated. The use of silk 

st ockings and knee breaches a privilege of the aristocracy was forbidden. The 
new republican calendar was introduced according to which the year was 
divided into 12 months named after the appropriate weather or crops. Each 

month was to be of three weeks and the weeks of 10 days each. Every tenth 
day was declared a holiday. The new calendar was to date from September 
23,1792 being the date of the proclamation of the Republic. The convention 

exhibited hostility towards the traditional form of Christianity and m ade efforts 
to change it. Churches were transformed into temples of reason. An atheistic 

religion of reason was inaugurated in the Cathedral of Notre Dame at Paris in 
July 1794.  

Russian Revolution  

The Russian Revolution led to economic and social recons truction in Russia. 
It was an intensification of the process which had weakened the autocracy 
after its defeat in the Crimean War and in the Russo -Japanese War. While the 

revolution traces its origin to large scale disillusionment of people with the 
Czars the immediate cause was the inability of the existing order to manage 
the world war. Russia had suffered massive damage with 5.5 million death and 

acute shortages of food.  

There were two set of revolutionaries with liberal intelligentsia who believed 
that Russia could win the war and become a democratic republic and 
Bolsheviks who thought the imperialist war was already lost and wanted to 

overhaul the economy completely. This latter group was supported by social 
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revolutionaries. The first group carried out the February Revolution and 
Bolsheviks the October Revolution.  

American Civil War  

American Civil War (1861 -1865) was a civil war between the United states (the 
Union) and the Southern slave states of the newly formed Confederate States 
of America under Je fferson Davis. The Union included all the free states and 
the five slave holding Border States. Abraham Lincoln and the Republican 

army led the union. The Republicans opposed the expansion of slavery into 
territories owned by the United States and their vi ctory in the presidential 

election of 1860 resulted in seven southern states declaring their succession 
from the union even before Lincoln took office. The Union rejected succession 
and regarded it as a rebellion. This conflict initiated the American Civil  War 

that threatened the unity and integrity of newly formed United States. The 
victory in the war ended slavery in the United States and restored the union 
by settling the issue of nullification and succession and strengthened the role 

of the federal gove rnment. The social, political, economic and racial issues of 
the war continue to impact contemporary American thought.  

The main explanation for the origins of the American Civil War was slavery and 

its expansion into the territories. Statesõ rights and the tariff issue became 
entangled in the slavery issue and were intensified by it. Other important 
factors party politics, expansionism, sectionalism etc. The United States was 

a nation divided into two distinct regions separated by the Mason ð Dixon line. 
New England, the northeast and the Midwest had a rapidly growing economy 

based on family farms, industry, mining, commerce and transportation with a 
rapidly growing urban population and no slavery outside the Border States. A 
high birth rate and huge number of European immigrants fed its growth. The 

south was dominated by a settled plantation system based on slavery with 
rapid growth taking place in the southwest such as Texas based on high birth 
rates and low immigration from Europe. There were few cities or  towns and 

little manufacturing units. Slave owners controlled politics and economy of the 
region. Overall the northern population was growing much more quickly than 

the southern population that made it increasingly difficult for the south to 

http://www.educatererindia.com/


GAUTAM SINGH                         UPSC STUDY MATERIAL ς INDIAN HISTORY 0 7830294949 

THANKS FOR READING ï VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com  

 

continue to c ontrol the national government. Southerners were worried about 
the relative political decline of their region because the north was growing 

much faster in terms of population and industrial output. In the interest of 
maintaining unity politicians opposed s lavery moderately resulting in 

numerous compromise such as Missouri Compromise of 1820.After the 
Mexican American war the issue of slavery in the new territories led to the 
Compromise of 1850.While the compromise averted an immediate political 

crisis it di d not permanently resolve the issue of the Slave power. Amid the 
emergence of increasingly hostile sectional ideologies in national politics the 
collapse of the old second party system in the 1850s hampered efforts of the 

politicians to reach yet one more compromise. The compromise that was 
reached (the Kansas -  Nebraska Act) outraged the northerners. In the 1850s 

with the rise of the Republican party the first major party with no appeal in 
the south the industrializing North and agrarian mid west became com mitted 
to the economic ethos of free ðlabor industrial capitalism. After 1840 

abolitionists denounced slavery as more than a social evil. Many northerners 
especially leaders of the new Republican party considered slavery a great 

national evil and believed that a small number of southern owners of large 
plantations controlled the national government with the goal of spreading that 
evil. In 1860 the election of Abraham Lincoln who won the national election 

without receiving a single electoral vote from any of  the southern states 
triggered the secession of the southern states from the union and their 
formation of the Confederate State of America.  

History of Renaissance  

The term Renaissance denotes a new age in the history of western civilization 
at the end of the middle ages though its literal meaning is rebirth or revival of 
classical learning and arts. It stands for an intellectual, literary, artistic and 
scientific movement. The Renaissance was a great movement of European 

history that began in Italy in the mid 14th century and spread to northern 
Europe by the 16th century. It began in Italy as it was the centre of the ancient 

Roman civilization. East -west trade made Italian cities very prosperous and 
the rise of a large middle class with a secular attitude t owards life. The Italian 
princes and Popes extended patronage to art and culture. The main causes for 
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the origin of Renaissance were the influence of philosophers and thinkers such 
as Roger Bacon, Albertus Magnus, Thomas Aquinas and Dante etc. Scientific 

developments especially the invention of the mechanical clock and printing 
press. Rise of towns and the middle classes due to commercial revolution.  

Renaissance in Literature  

The Renaissance literature was about man and everything connected with man 
(humanism) and it was written in the languages of the common people. Rise 
and growth of new languages and their literature like Italian, English, Dutch, 

Portuguese and Spanish. Mach iavelli was the great political writer of Italy and 
his work The Prince written in Italian served as guide for the rulers. Danteõs 
Divine Comedy is an epic poem and reveals human love, love of the country 

and a desire for a free and united Italian nation. The works of Petrarch who 
has been called the Father of Humanism made Italy supreme in Renaissance 

literature. They dealt with the economic, social and political aspects of manõs 
life. Thomas Moore wrote Utopia in Latin and it contained the criticism of th e 
society and govt of the day.Shakespeare, Ben Johnson and Marlowe were the 

renowned dramatists. Martin Lutherõs translation of the Bible into German 
helped to develop that language.  

Renaissance Period Authors and Poets  

The greatest Renaissance scholar of Holland was Erasmus the author of The 
Praise of Folly in which he condemned the evils of the church and the atrocities 

of the clergymen. In Spain the important literary figures were Cervantes author 
of Don Quixote and Lope De Vega. The Portuguese writer Ca moens described 
the wonderful voyages of Vasco -De Gama in his epic Lusiads.There was also 

tendency to break away from Latin and Greek and to seek expression in the 
vernacular languages. This was a significant step not only in the bringing 

about the develop ment of national literature but also in aiding the development 
of national political institutions.  

Renaissance in Arts  
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Throughout Renaissance the art was largely dominated by Christian Church 
which in early period was tender and humane. The spirit of Huma nism 

prevailed in painting but the subject matter was distinctly Christian. Paintings 
known as frescoes were painted on plaster walls.Oil painting were also 

invented. Renaissance painting bloomed in Italy. A number of painters hold a 
prominent place in the  pre -Renaissance period but they were overshadowed by 
the brilliance of Michael Angelo, Raphaell and Leonardo Da Vinci who are 

considered as the most dominant figures among the painters. Besides them, 
Albrecht Durer and Holbein of Germany, Velasquez, Muril lo and El Graeco of 
Spain and Rubbens and Van of Holland were other renowned painters of the 

Renaissance Era. The Renaissance sculptors studied the human body 
thoroughly and knew how the muscles and joints worked so that they could 

make their figures more life - like. A famous sculptor Ghiberti made the doors 
for the Baptistery at Florence. The huge statues of David, Moses and the Pieta 
chiseled out by Michael Angelo are superb masterpieces.  

In renaissance architecture there was a trend towards classicism. Th e Gothic 

style was discarded for the arch, the dome and the columns characterizing the 
Greek and Roman models. Secondly while the classical element was basic in 

renaissance architecture, there was in the latter an emphasis on design and 
ornamentation. In t he later period it became more prominent into what is 
called baroque.Alberti, Manetti, Michael Angelo were some of the famous 

renaissance architects. Great churches like St.Peterõs at Rome,St. Paulõs at 
London,St.Markõs at Venice are examples of the new type. The Pitti Palace in 
Florence and the Farness Palace in Rome are examples of secular architecture. 

They emphasis the tendency of shifting from the medieval absorbing interest 
in future life to a universal emphasis on individual and his earthly existence . 

Renaissance Music  

Throughout Renaissance the art was largely dominated by Christian Church 
which in early period was tender and humane. The spirit of Humanism 
prevailed in painting but the subject matter was distinctly Christian. Paintings 

known as fres coes were painted on plaster walls.Oil painting were also 
invented. Renaissance painting bloomed in Italy. A number of painters hold a 

prominent place in the pre -Renaissance period but they were overshadowed by 
the brilliance of Michael Angelo, Raphaell an d Leonardo Da Vinci who are 
considered as the most dominant figures among the painters. Besides them, 

Albrecht Durer and Holbein of Germany, Velasquez, Murillo and El Graeco of 
Spain and Rubbens and Van of Holland were other renowned painters of the 
Renais sance Era. The Renaissance sculptors studied the human body 

thoroughly and knew how the muscles and joints worked so that they could 
make their figures more life - like. A famous sculptor Ghiberti made the doors 

for the Baptistery at Florence. The huge statu es of David, Moses and the Pieta 
chiseled out by Michael Angelo are superb masterpieces.  

Renaissance Science  
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Science made some progress in the middle Ages but the spirit of modern 
science was born with the renaissance. Science in the middle ages struggled  

against restrictions and there were many fetters to be destroyed before it could 
continue unhampered. Superstitions were common and to the masses were 

much more acceptable then were scientific explanations. The Renaissance 
brought about an interest in all  things pertaining to men and the thirst for new 
achievements led to a critical observation of natural phenomena. The spirit of 

learning was manifested in science. Scientists of the 16th century made the 
first effective protest against the medieval scienti fic method of accepting 
theories before investigation had verified them. Francis Bacon pointed out that 

classical scientific conclusions did not represent mature knowledge and 
implored men to explore the realms of nature. Descartes brought out the 

necessit y of questioning everything. He was the forerunner of science.  

Italian Unification - Part I  

In the beginning of 19th century, Italy was mere a geographical entity as it was 
divided into number of small principalities. The state of Piedmont was the only 
native state in Italy and other states were under foreign rule. North Italy was 

under Austria, the central parts were under the control of Pope and the 
southern Italy was under Bourbon dynasty of France. In the opening years of 
19th century nobody ever thought of Italian unification and one rule could ever 

be established in whole of the state. The m ilitary campaigns of Napoleon played 
an important role in bringing about the unification of Italy. He was not looking 

for creating unified Italian kingdom but his works hold the course of the 
unification in an indirect manner. He defeated the powerful gent ry in various 
parts of Italy. The large number of smaller principalities was amalgamated into 

three political entities. Napoleon established republican system in these 
political entities and started number of reforms in accordance with the ideals 
of the Re volution of 1789. The concept of equality was established and rule of 

law was implemented.Napolean also wiped out the feudal elements from Italy 
and this led to the weakening of traditional system. He also undertook steps 

for economic reforms. He abolished  the restricted trade guilds and freed the 
trade and commerce from medieval restrictions.  
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Napoleon also helped raising the level of popular awareness in Italy. He 
glorified the past of Italy. When the rule of Napoleon turned despotic it 

undermined the righ ts and privileges of common citizens and resulted in 
reactionary reactions. It gave birth to Italian nationalism. This spread of 

nationalism continued to strengthen over the period of time and played a 
significant role in the politics of the state. The Vie nna order of 1815 was 
inspired by reactionary ideals. The order was the product of absolute 

monarchies which restored the pre 1796 status in Italy. Characterized by the 
principals of legitimacy and balance of power the Vienna Order restored the 
old ruling houses in different parts of Italy. The House of Savoy was 

reestablished in Piedmont Sardinia. The rule of Austrian princes was restored 
in states likes Tuscany etc.The authority of Pope was recognized over Rome 

and Papal States of Central Italy. The Naple s and Sicily of Southern Italy were 
placed under Ferdinand II of Bourbon dynasty of France. The authors of Vienna 
Order made efforts to wipe out the liberal and progressive ideals spread by 

Napoleon in Italy. The feudal elements and class privileges were r estored.  

Role of Mazzini in Italian Unification  

Mazzini was one of the most important philosopher nationalist of the 19th 
century. He carried the torch of Italian nationalism to every corner of the state. 

He was inspired by the cause of Italian unity and was disgusted by the foreign 
domination over Ital y. He emphasized the glory of Italian past. He put forth the 

glorious achievements of history in front of the masses to motivate them and 
to instill a sense of national pride among them. His tireless work resulted in 
the birth and spread of nationalism in Italy. Mazzini was republican by 

principles and opposed the monarchial institutions and emphasized upon the 
natural rights of the citizens and the end of all forms of exploitation. Mazzini 

highlighted the common elements of diverse local cultures and this led Italians 
perceiving themselves as a part of one national culture. He propagated the 
sense of sacrifice for the cause of mother land among the people .He asked the 

young generation of Italy rise in support of the cause of Italian nationalism.  

Mazzini es tablished Young Italy in 1831 to spread his message among Italians 
and to strengthen the spirit of nationalism. His association attracted the young 

people and played an important role in motivating them to fight for the cause 
of Italian nationalism. The sp eeches and writings of Mazzini brought 
intellectual revolution in Italy and ideological unification could take place 

before political unification. The works of Mazzini eased the task of Cavour. The 
spirit of nationalism generated and strengthened by Mazzin i could be used by 
Cavour to instigate popular revolts against foreign rule and to unify various 

small principalities through referendum.  

Stages of Italian Unification (1848 -70)  

Though the early attempts to bring about the unification of Italy failed but 

these failures also contributed to the cause of unification. Count Cavour could 
learn a number of lessons from these failures and this valuable experience 
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played an important role in the process of success later on. Cavour was 
appointed as the PM of Piedmo nt in 1852 and with his appointment a new 

chapter opened in Italian history. Cavour was a nationalist to the core of his 
heart and was dedicated to the cause of unification. He believed that process 

of unification could not succeed by the use of force only  and state of Piedmont 
should be developed as model state to attract the attention of common masses 
and to win their support. Since foreign elements would not be leaving Italy so 

Piedmont should be developed into a military state. Foreign help would be 
required to oust Austria from Italy. He formulated his policies keeping these 
realities in mind.  

He undertook many reforms to make Piedmont a model state through effective 

and liberal administration granting many liberties to the citizen. He also 
initiated nu mber of economic reforms. The elements of feudal order were wiped 

out and rights of peasantry were recognized. The steps were taken to develop 
industries, agriculture, trade and commerce. The means of communication was 
also developed for flow of goods and services. A number of banks were created 

and cooperative societies were established. The privileges enjoyed by Church 
were taken away along with their lands. Cavour also initiated number of 

military reforms. External policy of Cavour aimed at creating a fa vorable 
political climate in Europe for the cause of unification. Cavour used his 
diplomatic skills to win the support of number of powers.  

The Second phase of the unification of Italy  

During this phase the states of central Italy were united with Piedmon t -
Sardinia.at the time of Austro -Sardinia war whole Italy was doused in the spirit 
of nationalism. At the same time the people of central Italy expelled the rulers 
of Parma, Modena and Tuscany. People removed the representatives of Pope 

from Bologna and Ro magna and established temporary government there. 
Those regions passed a resolution and decided to merge with Sardinia. The 
government of England adopted the policy of non -interference and declared 

that Italians had a right to resolve their problems themse lves. Austria and 
Prussia wanted to reinstall previous rulers on the thrones of central Italy but 

they could not do anything in the prevailing atmosphere.  
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Cavour bargained with Napoleon III on the question of Italy. It was decided 
that France would not rai se objection on merging the states of Italy into 

Sardinia only if Nice and Savoy provinces were given to him. In 1860 through 
a referendum Parma, Modena, Tuscany, Bologna and Piyokenja decided to 

merge with Sardinia. The public of Nice and Savoy also voted  for merger with 
France. Separation of Nice and Savoy from Italy was criticized. The area of 
Sardinia ð Piedmont was doubled in the bargain. An Italian state was created 

comprising all regions of North Italy and Central Duchies except Venetia. With 
it the second phase of Italyõs unification ended. 

Third phase of the unification of Italy  

Naples, Sicily, Venetia and Rome were still out of reach of Italy. Italy still had 
to acquire the remaining half of the peninsula. Naples and Sicily were greatly 
influenced  by Austro -Sardinian war of 1859 and violent uprisings had taken 

place there also. The people of those states were dissatisfied as their rulers 
were of foreign origin. The public of Sicily was against the despotic rule of 
Bourbon dynasty. The patriots of S icily requested Garibaldi to lead their 

mission. Garibaldi agreed to help them on condition that they should rise in 
revolt in the name of Victor Emmanuel and Italy. In April 1860 revolt broke 
out near Masina. Although the French troops suppressed it, Gari baldi made 

up his mind to help Sicily. Cavour too wanted to help Sicily but he could not 
do so openly for fear of breaking international laws. Therefore externally he 

demonstrated his neutrality but extended help to Garibaldi and Sicily secretly. 
In May Ga ribaldi marched forward from Genoa to Sicily. In May he defeated 
the troops at Naples at Keltapheme took possession of Palermo and by the end 

of June, established his dominance over Sicily and declared him to be 
sovereign of Sicily. But Garibaldiõs achievements put many troubles at the door 

of Cavour who suspected that Garibaldi would make the conquered territories 
republic under the influence of Mazzini. Cavour wanted to employ Garibaldiõs 
success in favor of Italy so he proceeded with great circumspection . In his 

message to Garibaldi Cavour asked him to merge Sicily with North Italy but 
Garibaldi refused to do so. Cavour sent a few selected volunteers to Sicily and 
Naples. They succeeded in preparing consensus in favor of the merger of Naples 

with North It aly. On Cavourõs advice Admiral Parsano persuaded the fleet of 
Naples to act in favor of Italy.  

In August 1860 Garibaldi attacked Naples. He was in a better position than 

earlier because he had mustered the mass support and success he had 
elevated the mora le of his army. Napoleon III wanted to thwart Garibaldiõs 
progress and sent a proposal to England to prevent Garibaldi from not reaching 

north of Sicily but Great Britain rejected that proposal and Garibaldi marched 
forward to Naples .All efforts made by F rancis II to prevent Garibaldi ended in 

failure and the ruler of Naples fled to Geetta.Garibaldi marched forward 
without any hindrance and declared himself to be the sovereign of Naples. 
Garibaldi resolved to subjugate Venetia and Rome. But Cavour made the  firm 

determination to finish Garibaldiõs efforts. He decided to have Papal States 
attacked by the army of Piedmont in order to defend Rome from the dominance 
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of Garibaldi. Napoleon allowed Cavour to engineer attacks on the Papal States 
on condition that R ome should be spared. By the end of October the public of 

Naples, Sicily and the conquered Papal states voted for merger into the state 
of North Italy. It strengthened Cavourõs position. On the other hand Garibaldi 

was convinced that he would not succeed i n his mission without the help of 
Italian forces. He accepted Emmanuel as a ruler of Italy and surrendered his 
rights and force to him. In November 1860 Victor Emmanuel was declared the 

ruler of combined Italy. With the merger of the states of Southern reg ion the 
third phase of unification of Italy came to an end. In February 1861 the first 
session of Italian parliament was held at Turin and was attended by all the 

representatives of Italy except those from Venetia and Rome. Victor Emmanuel 
II was accepted,  as the ruler of Italy and Sardinia became the state of Italy. 

The Parliament acceded to Cavourõs proposal for making Rome the capital of 
Italy.  

Fourth phase of unification of Italy  

The unification of Italy was complete but without Rome and Venetia. In 18 66 
Italy got an opportunity to acquire Venetia. Chancellor Bismarck of Prussia 

was making preparations of war against Austria and required Italyõs 
cooperation in this venture. In April 1866 a treaty was signed between 
Bismarck and Emmanuel which provided t hat Venetia would be annexed to 

Italy in lieu of Italyõs help to Prussia during war against Austria. In June 1866 
Prussia declared war against Austria.  

Emmanuel's army attacked Venetia from southward in June while Prussia 

attacked Austria from North. Conse quently Austrian forces were divided. 
Although Italy fought with great courage and bravery. Austria frustrated Italy 
at several places. On the contrary Prussia defeated her in July 1866 in the 

battle of Sadowa.The victory of Prussia enabled the unification  of Venetia to 
Italy and by means of referendum Venetia was merged into Italy.  

Fifth phase of unification of Italy  
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Pope dominated Rome and French troops were deployed there to protect him. 
In 1867 Garibaldi made efforts to acquire Rome but in vain. The It alian 

politicians were aware that Rome could not be acquired without the 
cooperation of France. When the war broke out between Prussia and France in 

1870, Napoleon called his army back from Rome and in September 1870 Victor 
Emmanuel II established his domi nance over it. Referendum was carried out 
in Rome and it was merged into Italy and made the capital of united Italy. With 

the acquisition of Rome, Italy did not remain merely a geographical entity but 
became an independent and sovereign nation.  

German Uni fication  

The emergence of a unified German Empire in 1871 was one of the most 
significant developments of the 19th century European history. The emergence 
of this unified German empire opened a new chapter in European history and 

character of the European politics was completely transformed. The emergence 
of unified Germany was not the result of any sudden development but it was 
the culmination of a long process that continued for more than the decades 

and number of internal and external factors played impo rtant role in the 
process of unification. In the pre Napoleon era, Germany was a part of Holy 
Roman Empire. The ruler of Austria was the political head of this empire and 

Pope was the religious head. This empire consisted of Austria, Prussia and 
more than 300 smaller German states. Germany was just a geographical entity 

at the time of beginning of 19th century. The military campaigns of Napoleon 
initiated large -scale changes in Germany. He defeated the absolute monarchs 
of Austria and Prussia on number of o ccasions. Napoleon swept aside the 

feudal elements from Germany successfully and in this way his military 
successes weakened the foundation of all reactionary elements in Germany. 

Napoleon propagated the idea of French Revolution of 1789 in Germany. The 
id eas of liberty, equality and fraternity were in accordance with the urges and 
aspirations of common masses. These ideas left deep impact on the minds of 

German people. Napoleon initiated political and economic reforms in Germany. 
It initiated the process o f economic growth and freed the common masses from 
the exploitation of the old order. The treaty of Pressburg (December 1805) 

imposed on Austria and Prussia after their defeat in the battle of Austerlitz 
also initiated a number of important changes in Germ any. By this treaty the 

holy roman empire was dissolved and this gradually weakened the Austrian 
influence over other states of Germany.Napolean carried out territorial 
reorganization of Germany and more than 300 smaller states of Germany were 

amalgamated to form the Rhine Confederation of the States.  

This territorial reorganization carried out by Napoleon was one of his most 
important contributions to the cause of German unification. Napoleon 

developed new means of communication in German lands and new roa ds were 
constructed for the benefit of economy and fulfilling military objectives. This 
communication networks also contributed to the cause of German unification 

by bringing the people living in difficult areas closer. When the Napoleonõs rule 
turned desp otic during later stages the spirit of German nationalism emerged 
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and this German nationalism also contributed significantly in the process of 
German unification. In 1815 the German students established Burschenshaft 

organization to arouse and strengthen t he spirit of nationalism among masses 
in Germany. This organization was aimed at highlighting the common elements 

of various German cultures and to inculcate the consciousness about the 
common heritage of whole of German land. The student organization was 
inspired by the liberal ideas of French Revolution and because of this it was 

against the hereditary despotic rule. In 1870 the German student organization 
organized popular demonstration at Wartburg to demand liberal administrative 
reforms. The popular re actions emerged in various parts of Germany 

simultaneously. But Metternich suppressed these demonstrations ruthlessly. 
The German philosophers like Harder, Fitche and Hegel etc. also played 

important role in the growth of popular awakening in Germany and p repared 
an intellectual environment for the cause of German unification. German 
historians and poets also contributed to the cause of German unification by 

highlighting the common elements of German culture and by retracing the 
roots of diverse regional cu ltures of Germany to one single point of origin.  

Zollverein  

Till the second decade of the 19th century each of German state levied customs 
and exercise duties as they pleased. Due to this trade and commerce of 

Germany remained weak. In 1819 Prussia settled customs pact with small 
state Schworjberg ð Schwoshen and i naugurated custom union called 

Zollverein.By the end of 1834 all the German states except Austria became 
part of Zollverein.This resulted in economic unification in Germany and some 
extent subdued the local feeling and replaced it with wider and stronger 

element of German nationality. It proved to be an important step towards the 
political unification of German states. The economic policy of Zollverein 
sprouted from the concept of economic nationalism. The Prussian monarch 

Fredric William III stressed upon the expansion of railways because mutual 
exchange of things was expected to bring about unity in Germany. Austria 

failed to understand the importance of Zollverein in the beginning. The success 
of Zollverein and Austriaõs estrangement from that customs union resulted in 
the abolition of political obstacles caused by the pressure of economic forces 
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among the German states. The establishment of Zollverein paved the way for 
the political unification of Germany under the leadership of Prussia.  

February Revolut ion of 1848  

TFrench Revolution of February 1848 and Metternichõs downfall in Vienna 
resulted in uprisings in various states of Germany. The followers of 

nationalism and democracy started their struggle against despotic and 
reactionary rulers in various sta tes such as Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony and 
Baden. Revolutionaries met with success in the beginning. Lawful monarchy 

was established in most of the German states. Constitutional rule and 
individual liberty were approved. In April 1848 in response to popular 
demands, the diet of the German confederation at Frankfurt decided to hold 

elections for a German National Assembly to devise a new federal government 
of the whole of Germany. Popular elections were held in which the liberals 

obtained a large majority. The  new assembly met at Frankfurt in May 1848.The 
Assembly proclaimed a national German empire and proceeded with the work 
of drafting a constitution. It was assumed by the liberals that the new Germany 

would be a federation and that the central government wo uld be monarchical 
and parliamentary. The parliament drafted the constitution of the federation 
in 1849 and decided to raise the ruler of Prussia to the glory of the German 

Emperor. But Frederick William IV declined the offer. He feared that other 
German s tates might feel jealous of him. So he refused the imperial crown. It 

shattered the hopes of liberalists and nationalists. Thus the work of the 
Frankfurt Assembly failed. The liberals protested and tried to dethrone princes 
and set up republics in various parts of Germany. But these were speedily 

suppressed by the Prussian troops. The collapse of the revolutionary movement 
of 1849 was a great disappointment to the liberals of Germany.  

Bismarck and German unification  

Bismarck was elected a member of the joi nt Prussian Diet and got an 

opportunity becoming a member of the National Assembly and the 

Constitutional Assembly. In 1851,the Emperor appointed Bismarck as a 

representative of Prussia for the Frankfurt assembly where he represented 

Prussia for eight year s. He got awakened to the reality that the cooperation of 

Prussia and Austria was not possible, as Austria did not place Prussia on an 

equal footing. He learnt from his experience that Prussia could not become the 

sound foundation of Germany without defeat ing Austria. In 1859, Bismarck 

was sent to St. Petersburg as an ambassador. Bismarck wanted only specific 

kind of German unification under the leadership of Prussia by expelling 

Austria from the German Federation. He ensured that Prussia did not lose its 

entity on the altar of Germanyõs unification. He was not prepared to sacrifice 
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Prussia but desires to merge Germany into Prussia. After becoming the 

chancellor of Prussia, Bismarck carried forward his scheme of military reforms 

ruthlessly. He was convinced that the powers of Europe would never tolerate 

Germanyõs unification because a powerful unified Germany might prove 

dangerous for the balance of power in Europe. Therefore he planned to increase 

the military strength of Prussia. When the liberal parliament  did not pass the 

necessary legislations for implementing the reforms, he got the budget 

approved by the Upper House only and arranged the required money to execute 

the reforms. From 1862 -1866 he got the budget approved by the upper house 

only. He gave top  priority to the cause of the state even at the cost of neglecting 

the prevailing law. Refuting the ideals of liberalists, Bismarck said that 

Germany was looking towards the power of Prussia rather than her liberalism. 

The military reforms introduced by Bi smarck transformed Prussian army into 

one of the most powerful armies of Europe. Bismarck used his diplomacy to 

isolate Austria and to ensure the neutrality of other major powers of Europe.  

The creation of the German Empire by Bismarckõs blood and iron method, its 

autocratic constitution despite the establishment of universal male suffrage 

and its strong handed leadership first by the Iron Chancellor and then by 

Kaiser Wilhelm II guaranteed that the German Empire would be an enlarged 

Prussia. The German Emp ire possessed powerful army, a large energetic and 

disciplined population and rapidly growing industrial sector, a fervent and 

restless national spirit. Bismarck ruled over his creation as chancellor for 

almost 20 years. His first concern after the defeat of France and the declaration 

of the empire in 1870 -71 was to complete the consolidation and nationalization 

of the German states and people. The law codes, the currencies and the 
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military forces of the 25 lessor states were brought into conformity with th ose 

of Prussia. Banking and railroads were placed under control of the national 

government. The empireõs industry was protected against British competition 

by a high tariff. The French in Alsace -Lorraine, the Danes in Schleswig and 

more than 3 million pole s in the eastern districts were pressured to give up 

their language and tradition.  

Two other groups in Germany excited Bismarckõs suspicion and wrath were 

the Roman Catholics and socialists. Any German who had a foreign loyalty was 

intolerable to Bismarck.  From 1872 -1878 Bismarck waged a political power 

struggle with the Roman Catholics that came to be called the Kulturkampf 

(battle for civilization). The Jesuits were expelled, civil marriage was made 

compulsory and all education including that of Roman Cat holic priests was 

brought under state control and largely secularized. When the Roman Catholic 

clergy and most of the laity that constituted approx. one third of the total 

German population resisted and rallied to the pope, hundreds of priests and 

six bish ops were arrested. The Roman Catholic Centre party in the Reichstag 

became stronger and by 1878 Bismarck wanted its support for struggle against 

greater enemy Socialists. In 1878 upon the succession of more conciliatory 

pope, Leo XIII, Bismarck went to Can ossa and had the most severe of the anti -

Catholic legislation repealed. In the same year he began 12 -year crusade 

against the internationally acclaimed socialists. He outlawed their 

publications, their organizations and meetings and drove them underground.  

In 1880s Bismarck sought to undercut the socialists appeal to the working 

class by setting up a comprehensive system of social insurance. His measures 

gave impetus to a trend toward state responsibility for social security. 

Bismarckõs foreign policy after 1871 was one of security and retrenchment. He 

maintained close military alliance with Austria -  Hungary and cordial relations 

with Russia and Great Britain. In 1873 Bismarck formed the Three Emperorõs 

League among Germany, Austria - Hungary and Russia. When  the interests of 

Austria - Hungary and Russia proved to be incompatible this league was 

replaced in 1879 -82 by the Triple Alliance among Germany, Austria - Hungary 

and Italy. A separate reinsurance treaty of friendship and neutrality was made 

with Russia.  
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World War I  
 

Ideas of Wilson and Lenin  

In all parts of the continent the old order was being questioned and challenged. 
Many Europeans were looking up to Wilson and Lenin. Wilsonõs 14 points had 
started up a ferment of democratic hope and expectancy. The millions of dead 

and wounded, ruins of c ities and villages made large masses receptive to the 
call for revolution. Demonstrations were staged in the streets of London, Paris 

and Rome.  

Europe After World War I  

Finally European domination was undermined by World War I because of the 
repercussions in the overseas colonies. The spectacle of one bloc of European 
powers fighting another to the bitter end damaged the prestige of the nations 

.No longer they were regarded as divinely ordained to rule over the colored. 
Many soldiers from the colonies fough t in the war. The colonials who returned 
home after such experiences were not likely to be as obedient to European 

masters as before.  

Revolutionary ideas in the colonies were also spread by propaganda spread 
with the conduct of the war. The revoluntary pha ses of self -determination of 

people left its imprint on the colonial world as well as upon Euope.Equally 
influential were the ideologies of socialism and communism. The War gave 
hope to the colonies of getting freedom from slavery. Papers on World War I 

an d other topics here.  
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World War II  
 
Nature of World War II  

The greatest and destructive war in the history of the mankind was fought 
between 1939 and 1945 in which all major countries were involved to prove 
their superiority over the other.  

II World War included strug gles not only in Europe but also in Asia, Africa and 

islands of Pacific Oceans as well.  

The course of the war strained the economies of major countries and left them 
on the verge of collapse.  

More than once chances did come in the way of the other powers t o prevent 

the war but they failed to grab it.  

The conservatives of France and Britain for a long time believed that Hitler was 
interested only in putting down communism and breaking the power of labour 
organizations. They ignored the real motives of Hitler  to regain supremacy of 

Germany.  

Causes of World War II  

The Treaty of Versailles signed by Germany with the Allies was harsh and 
unjustifiable. Germany had no choice but to sign it. Unconditionally she had 
to surrender a great part of her territory and her colonies were forcibly taken 
away.  

Germany was asked to pay huge war indemnity moreover her military power 

was considerably reduced. The treatment meted out to her based on revenge. 
The treaty created hatred in the minds of Germans.  

France in 1923 capt ured the German industrial zone of Ruhr. Prior to this 

Germany had already conceded the Valley of Saar under the Treaty of 
Versailles. It was a major supplier of coal and iron to Germany.  

Germany was deprived of all her colonies in 1919 consequently her industries 
suffered as it lost the most important sources of raw materials as well as 

markets for her finished goods.  

Italy too was not satisfied with spoils of the war, as she also looked o ut for 
more colonies. But England and France were very possessive about their 

colonies and wanted to prevent Germany or her allies from acquiring colonies 
elsewhere. So the conflict of the imperialistic designs of different nations was 
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made inevitable. Soo n Japan captured Manchuria while Italy occupied 
Abyssinia and Albania.  

In Germany the Democratic Government under Democratic Socialists failed to 

deliver the goods making way to dictatorship under the Nazis. By 1934 Hitler 
became the dictator of Germany. H e rejected the Treaty of Versailles and 

enhanced his military strength besides remilitarizing the Rhineland. He 
desired to restore the old glory and prestige of Germany.  

In Italy Mussolini came to power in 1921 who introduced many reforms and 
put new life in the country by introducing military training. Italy also adopted 

a policy of active aggrandizement.  

Japanõs ambitions too increased after the World War I. By 1930s she developed 
her navy and enhanced her strength tremendously. In 1930s military junta 

completely took power and under its leadership, Japan launched itself on the 
path of expansion. Raising the slogan of Save Asia from Communism they 
declared that it was their duty to take up a movement against communism in 

Asia. Japan created puppets states of Manchukuo,Jehol and Chahar in China. 
By 1936 Japan controlled most of the north -eastern China.  

In 1936, Germany and Japan signed the Anti -Comintern Pact which was joined 
by Italy a year later. Meanwhile Japan continued her aggression in 
China.Shanghai a nd Nanking were taken and in 1939 South China was 

invaded along with whole of the coastline.  

Italyõs Mussolini sent his forces into Ethiopia to which England protested. 
Through Englandõs influence, league took action against Mussolini but was not 

successfu l in checking his aggression. He ignored the League and completed 
the conquest of Ethiopia.  

Hitler in Germany started with the remilitarization of the Rhineland. Further 
he signed the Rome -Berlin agreement by which Mussolini signed Austria over 

to Hitler a nd in return Mussoliniõs conquest of Ethiopia. The two agree to form 
a united front in Spain to oppose Communism. In 1936 he denounced 
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international control of German rivers. In 1938 he moved into Austria which 
provoked a protest from England.  

The Munich C onference allowed Hitler to have 1/5th of Czechoslovakia. After 

signing a non -aggression pact with Russia in August 1939, Hitler made his 
move against Poland which began the World War II.  

The inability of the League of Nations to function as an agency to p romote 

international justice and maintain peace was the greatest disappointment. Its 
weaknesses were apparent and its failure to settle the disputes led to major 
crisis. Germany withdrew from the League and proceeded to violate almost 

every article of Trea ty of Versailles. The severest blow came from the Italyõs 
defiance in the conquest of Ethopia.The general chaotic condition in 

international affairs that followed the failure of the League was widespread.  

America followed the traditional policy of isolatio n and kept aloof from the 
European politics and did not even join the League of Nations. American 
aloofness helped the military rulers of Germany and Italy to adopt violent and 

aggressive attitude.  

Course of World War II  
 

 

The invasion of Poland by German y and declaration of war on Germany by 
England and France.  

Germanyõs occupation of Denmark and Norway. 

Defeat and surrender of France  

Failure of Germany to subdue England  

Invasion of USSR by Germany  

Italyõs offensive against British in Egypt and invasion of Greece from Albania  

Germany rushing to help Italy in the event of the failure  

Japanõs success in efforts to extend her empire into a Greater East Asia 

Japanese attack Pearl Harbour and Phillipines  

USA enter the war from the Allies side.  

1942 marked turn of tide for Allies.  

Defeat of Germans by Americans in Battle of Midway.  
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Defeat of Germans and Italy by Allies in Africa and their explusion from Africa  

Beginning of offensive by the Allies  

Capture of Sicily and then Italy by Allies and surrender by Italy  

Russian advance against the Germans on the eastern front  

Massive build -up of allied forces on western front and their success in pushing 

Germans back and final surrender of Germans.  

Allied reoccupation of Philippines and other south asian countries  

Droppin g of two atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki by America  

Soviet invasion of Manchuria and final surrender of Japanese.  

Impact of World War II  

The impact of the World War II was much greater than that of World War 
I.Germany, Japan and Italy were destro yed but even the victorious nations like 
France and England also became much weaker than before and lost most of 

their former glory and prestige. The political impact could be seen in the rise 
of two super powers and the division of the world into two riva l blocks, 
establishment of the UN, and decolonization of many African and Asian 

countries.  

Economic Effects of World War II  

World War II spread death and devastation throughout the world to an extant 
never before. A large number of people lost their lives,  homes and native lands. 
They became refugees and suffered untold miseries. Devastated lands and 

factories brought agricultural and industrial production to stand still. The 
prices of things shot up. There were huge shortages of food, clothing and 
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shelters  causing sickness, suffering and death. The war weakened the 
economies of most of the European countries.  

 

 

The war resulted in the emergence of USA and USSR as the two Super Powers 
in the world. By the time of signing of the Axis treaties the two countrie s were 
moving in opposite directions. Friction over the treaties with Austria, Germany 

and Japan and Soviet aggressive actions in the Eastern Europe brought 
tension and by the end of 1948 the period saw the beginning of Cold War.  

In 1950 armed conflict aro se in Korea between Soviet backed Communist 
forces and UN forces led by the USA.  

 

 

Division of Germany after Second World War  

The Germany was divided into two parts ð East Germany and West Germany. 
The USSR took control over the eastern part while England,  France and the 

USA occupied the western part. Germanyõs capital was divided into two parts. 
Millions of Germans perished during the war. The German army was reduced 

and all her war material was taken away from her. The Allies tried the war 
criminals and s ome of them were executed. The war resulted in the division of 
Germany and in the end of Nazism.  

The impact of the war on Italy and Japan was also severe. The Japanese 

Emperor was deprived of his powers and prestige. The American general 
MacArthur was give n the complete control of Japan. He set up a limited 

monarchy in Japan.  

In Italy Mussolini was removed as early as 1943 and after the war a democratic 
government was established there also. Both Japan and Italy were deprived of 
their conquests and colonies . Their military power was reduced and they were 
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forced to pay heavy war indemnity. The Fascism was finally met an end in Italy 
and Japan.  

Even the allied powers like England and France had suffered a lot and they 

became weaker than before. The economic lo ss suffered by England made her 
a second rate power in the world. France also lost most of its former power and 

prestige. It also witnessed political instability after the war which further 
undermined her position. The world realized that peace should be m aintained 
at all cost hence the formation of United Nations in 1945.Every nation became 

quite willing to extend all possible help to the UN for establishing and 
maintaining world peace.  

Decolonization of Asia and Africa  

World War II gave a boost to nationalism and started the process of 
decolonization in Asia and Africa. The European colonial empires began to 

crumble one by one partly because of the nationalist movements in the colonies 
and partly because of the inability  of the colonial powers to maintain their hold 
over the colonies.  

Cold War  
Phase I Cold War  

The World War ended in 1945 but with the end of the war the friendship 
between the capitalists and communists also came to an end .The friends of 

war period becam e opponents after the end of the war. The first step in this 
direction was taken by the Feb speech of Stalin. In this speech he declared 
that the communism would not remain limited to Eastern Europe only and 

communist revolution would be organized througho ut the world. This 
declaration of Stalin alarmed the capitalist countries and the suspicion 

between them got transformed into cold war.  

In March 1946 Winston Churchill made a famous speech in USA and asked 
the capitalist countries to come together in their  fight against communism. He 
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proclaimed that war has not ended but it had assumed a different shape and 
the capitalist countries must be prepared to fight against communism. He also 

proclaimed the concept of Iron Curtain. During 1946 -47 the Soviet Union ha d 
successfully captured many parts of Eastern Europe and Communist 

governments were installed in number of countries such as Romania, Bulgaria, 
and Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia. The success of communism in these 
countries alarmed the western countries eve n further.  

In 1947 American President Harry Truman proclaimed his Truman Doctrine 

which said that USA would support all the democratic forces against 
communism throughout the world. This doctrine was applied during Greece 
Civil War (1948 -49) where the supp orter of communism and supporters of 

capitalism were supported by USSR and USA openly. This was the first military 
campaign of cold war period. It had brought the opposing ideologies to the 

battlefield against each other. But the scope of war remained limi ted to Greece 
only.  

 

 

Marshall Plan and Reconstruction of Europe  

In June 1947 Marshall Plan was announced by the US secretary of state, 

George Marshall. This plan was also European Recovery Program. It was based 
on the understanding that communism was less  likely to thrive in prosperous 
societies.USA announced a massive aid of 13000 million dollars to Europe for 

economic recovery. The aid for all the countries of Europe but only the 
capitalist countries of Western Europe accepted the aid and communist 
count ries of Eastern Europe were not allowed to accept the aid by USSR. The 

Marshall Plan was immensely successful and it resulted in the economic 
recovery of Western Europe. It also made the division of Europe inevitable as 

after the economic recovery the west ern European countries became 
prosperous. Due to economic differences, the soviet leadership faced day to 
day humiliation and decided to stop all kind of communication links between 

Eastern and Western Europe. It led to the further division of Europe into two 
parts.  

 

 

COMINFORM Communist Information Bureau  

In September 1947 the soviet leadership established Comminform (communist 
information bureau).The objective of this bureau was to establish the soviet 
pattern of political government in all the countries. When the Soviet Union and 
the capitalist countries of West failed to reach on an agreement over the issue 

of peace treaties, Germany was divided into four parts and one part was given 
to each major power. The capital of Germany Berlin was located in the area 

given to USSR. The communist controlled areas re mained economically 
backward and it was being seen in Berlin. To overcome the humiliation the 
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Soviet leadership planned to oust the capitalist forces from western part of 
Berlin and to achieve that objective the road links between the capitalist 

controlled  Germany and the capitalist controlled Berlin were severed.  

The Soviet move gave birth to a serious crisis but the capitalist forces 
continued to supply the necessary commodities to the part of Berlin controlled 

by them. The blockade remained for one year and in May 1949, USSR realized 
the failure of tactics and blockade was removed. The Berlin blockade 
intensified the cold war and brought the communist and capitalist blocks on 

the verge of open war. The capitalist countries remained aggressive in their 
ant icommunist policies.  

 

 

Berlin Airlift and Blockade  

The lessons learned from a Berlin blockade forced the western powers to come 
together and adopt the system of collective security. This resulted in the 
formation of NATO in April 1949. After the failure of  Berlin blockade the soviet 

leadership tried to follow the policy of economic development in East Europe 
as well. USSR announced Molotov plan but it could not succeed as Marshall 

Plan because the amount of aid given was very less and implementation was 
far  from perfect. In September 1949 USSR emerged as nuclear power and 
tactical edge enjoyed by the capitalist block was erased.Infact tactical balance 

was shifted to the side of USSR. This further intensified the cold war.  

In October 1949 the communist revolu tion was successfully completed in 
China and the emergence of Sino -Russian alliance intensified the cold war 

further. The Korean War (1950 -52) was another manifestation of the 
intensification of cold war. This war was fought between the communist and 
capit alist elements actively supported by each block.  
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Phase II Cold War  

After 1953 the relation between USA and USSR improved to a large extend and 
cold war witnessed a thaw. The death of Stalin in 1953 was the first important 
factor that played role in the co oling of the relations. The radical character of 
Soviet policies underwent some change and relations improved.  

In 1954 American senator McCarthy was discredited as he had played an 
important role in raising the fear of communism to alarming heights. The 
Au strian state treaty was signed in 1955 and this also led to improvement in 

the relations of the both the blocks. By this treaty, Austria was accepted as an 
independent country. Both the superpowers agreed to withdraw their forces 
from the territories close  to each other.  

The relations were improving during the period but it was temporary in nature. 

At the same time both the blocks were pursuing the policy of pacts and 
alliances to strengthen themselves.  

 

 

Southeast Asia Treaty Organization  

In 1954 SEATO was established by the western block. It included USA, 
Philippines, Newzealand, Pakistan and Thailand. In response to this Warsaw 
Pact was established by USSR. This was soviet version of NATO.  

 

 

Significance of Eisenhower Doctrine in Cold War  

The Eisenhower Doctrine also played important role in aggravating the cold 
war. He was the American President during 1953 -61 and he put forward the 
Doctrine of Deterrence and brinkmanship. The doctrine was based on the 
concept that expansion of communism could be checked by the threat of war. 

He believed that the Soviet Block should be pushed to extreme limit but war 
should be avoided. He also put forward Domino Theory and proclaimed that 

the expansion of communism must be checked at the farthest frontier because 
if the communism was allowed to capture one state, its success against the 
other will become much easier.  

The Cuban Missile Crisis carried the cold war to its climax in 1962.This crisis 

erupted when Soviet Union tried to develop missile base in Cub a to counter 
the American threat.  
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Cold War Part III  

After reaching its climax at the time of Cuban Missile Crisis the Cold War 
entered into a phase of Detente (peace).By 1970s the new outlook has emerged 
in USA that the policy of confrontation was not p roducing the result. The 
American leadership had realized the limitation of the policy of confrontation 

and looked for new mechanism to counter balance the threat of communism.  

USSR was also facing the economic crunch due to participation in Arms race. 
The precious economic resources were diverted from economic development to 

development of military forces. The Soviet economy was passing through a 
state of crunch and the Soviet leadership was looking to come out of this 
complex crisis.  

 

 

Non -Aligned Movemen t  

The Non -Aligned Movement also played important role in improving the 
relation between capitalist and communist blocks. This movement served as a 

buffer between the two super powers and played an important role in opening 
the channels of communication.USA  had recognized the Chinese communist 

government and was allowed to become member of Security Council.  

The Helsinki Agreement of 1975 was also manifestation of improved relations. 
By this agreement both the groups promised to respect mutual frontiers in 
di fferent parts of Europe.  

End of Cold War  

The cold war between USA and USSR witnessed the phase of detente during 
1980s and it finally came to an end in 1991.The new American outlook played 

an important role in creating conditions responsible for the end o f Cold War. 
During 1970s and 80s a new outlook emerged which saw the fruitlessness of 
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the strategy to counter communism. Their failure in Vietnam War opened their 
eyes and American leadership starting believing that there must be some way 

to counter commun ism.  

The economic crisis faced by USSR and countries of Eastern Block also played 
important role in the end of cold war.  

Mikhail Gorbachev and Collapse of Communism  

The emergence of Mikhail Gorbachev as the President of USSR was also 
responsible in creatin g conditions favorable for ending the cold war. He 

believed in liberal and progressive form of communism. He was aware of the 
fact that the nation was facing difficulty in continuing the arm race due to 

diversion of precious resources from civilian develop ment to military 
development and this was affecting the economy. The policies of Gorbachev 
resulted in the improvement of relations with the capitalist world.  

 

 

Fall of Communism in Eastern Europe  

The decline of communism in Eastern Europe was also responsible as during 
the closing years of 1980s the non -communist elements came to the power in 
the countries of Eastern Europe.  

The decline of communism in Eastern Europe was also responsible as during 

the closing years of 1980s the non -communist elements came to the power in 
the countries of Eastern Europe.  

Feudalism  

It means a social system of rights and duties based on land tenures and 
personal relationships in which land is held in fief by vassals f rom lords. It 
means a feudal society flourished in closed agrarian economy and has certain 
general characteristics besides the mere presence of lords, vassals and fiefs. 

So the socio -economic political system that developed in medieval period first 
in West ern Europe and later in other parts of world is called feudalism. Decline 

of Roman Empire and tribal invasion of Europe caused severe setback to 
commerce and industry. The kings were unable to realize enough taxes from 
the people and the consequently force d to give grant of fiefs to the nobles who 

in turn distributed them among their own subordinates. The people accepted 
the authority of feudal lords during the tribal invasions. Thus feudalism 

developed in Europe both from above and from below due to the so cio -economic 
political change. The period of feudalism is divided into three phases -Formative 
stages: 7 -10 centuries, Mature stage: 11 -13 centuries, Later stage: 14 -15 

centuries. There was a hierarchical division of the society based on the system 
of landh olding.  
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It was pyramidical structure with king at the top -dukes and earls -barons -
knights -peasants at the bottom. There was a division of peasants into 3 

categories: free holder,villeins and serfs. It was a manorial or seigniorial 
system in which landlords excised over the peasantry a wide variety of police, 

judicial, fiscal and other rights. There was existence of private armies and a 
code of conduct for the nobility in which military obligations were stressed. 
Feudalism was a rigid class system with socio -economic gulf between nobles 

and common people. The period saw the growth of local localities and affinities 
at the cost of national unity, existence of a weak central authority and defective 
military organization. The feudal economy led to economic stagna tion and 

wasteful consumption and absence of individual initiative and enterprise.  

Decline of Feudalism  

Self -sufficient and localized nature of the feudal economy; its erosion by the 
urban revolution started the revival of money economy, renewal of city l ife, rise 
of the new social stratum of classes. The consequent commutation of manorial 

service into money payments by the peasants resulted in the disruption of the 
manorial economy. Manorial disruption brought drastic changes in social 

relations and state  organization. Different strata of society became crystallized 
in the pattern of estates with each estate grouping people of the same social 
class. Thus the former vertical links were now replaced by the new horizontal 

links. There were no formal links of dependence between estates and all were 
in direct relation to the crown. There was gradual decrease of insecurity in the 

rural areas and decline in the powers of the local magnates, rise of powerful 
monarchies which were supported by the newly risen middle  classes against 
feudal lords.  

Egypt  

Egypt enjoys a long and glorious history since ancient time. Till 1840 Egypt 
was part of Roman Empire and it was captured by the Arabs in this year. It 
was ruled by a Sultan under the nominal suzerainty of Ottoman Empi re.  
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Napoleon invaded Egypt in 1798 but failed to establish his control. By the 
Treaty of 1802 Egypt was handed over to Ottoman Caliph and it continued to 

be ruled by Egyptian sultan.  

The colonial domination of Egypt was associated with the construction of Suez 
Canal. This canal was constituted co - jointly by Britain, France and Sultan of 

Egypt during 1854 -69.In 1863 Ismail Pasha became the Sultan of Egypt. He 
was highly extravagant ruler and took huge amount of loans from Britain and 
France to meet his expen ditures. When these loans were demanded back the 

sultan failed to repay and he had to sell his shares in Suez Canal to Britain 
and France. With this Suez Canal got under the control of these two European 
powers.  

The problem of debt enabled Britain to estab lish domination over Egypt and 
gradually they became the real power holders of the country. During the first 
half of 20th century the nationalist emerged in strong form in Egypt and under 

the pressure, Britain was forced to sign the Treaty of London with E gypt in 
1936.By this treaty Egypt was accepted as the sovereign and independent state 
and France and Britain accepted to withdraw their forces from the country.  

Indo -China  

Indo China was under French colonial rule since the beginning of 18th century. 
This  French colonial rule continued in unrestricted manner till 1942. The entry 

of Japan in IInd World War changed the scenario of the war in South East Asia. 
The Japanese forces succeeded in ousting Britain and French forces from 
South East Asia and in this w ay Indo -China came under Japanese control.  

The Japanese rule was highly exploitative and this led to the emergence of 

national movement in Indo -China region. The Vietnamese fought against 
Japanese domination under the leadership of Ho -Chi -Minh and within t he 

period of Japanese domination, the national movement became very strong.  

Japanese forces were withdrawn from Indo -China when Japan started losing 
in the World War. The surrender of Japan in 1945 led to the end of Japanese 
rule over Indo -China and it bec ame free. But as the World War ended, France 

tried to restore its colonial rule over it but the French forces met severe 
resistance from the nationalists. The fight continued between them and 

France.  

In 1954 French forces were defeated by Vietnamese. By th is time, Cold War 
had emerged in intensified form and the western block pressurized France to 
grant independence to the Indo China to counter the spread of communism. 

Thus by the Treaty of Geneva in 1954 Vietnam was declared independent.  
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Latin America  

Lat in America was under the colonial rule of Spain, Portugal and Britain since 
the beginning of 17th century. The Latin American region was also exploited 
by the colonial nations like other parts of the world. This exploitation gave 
birth to the spirit of nat ionalism in Latin America. The ideas of American 

Revolution, French and the democratic movements going in Europe also 
affected the awakened elements in Latin American countries. All this led to the 

anti -colonial movement in the beginning of 19th century.  

Simon Bolivar was a Venezuelan citizen by birth. He had stayed in Britain for 
some time to receive education and during this stay he came under the 
influence of liberal, democratic and nationalist ideas. When he went back to 

his country he was deeply hurt by the prevailing colonial exploitation and 
assumed the leadership of nationalist movement in Latin America.  

Simon Bolivar inspired the Latin American people to organize themselves 

against the colonial rule. He propagated the liberal and progressive ideas and 
fought to free his people from colonial rule. Simon Bolivar continued to fight 
for almost two decades and succeeded in freeing Venezuela, Bolivia and some 

other parts of Latin America from the domination of colonial rule.  

He gave birth to the legacy of  anti -colonial struggle and this inspiration 
provided by him resulted in the success of anti -colonial struggle. Ultimately it 

led to whole of Latin America attaining independence by the middle of 20th 
century.  

Simon Bolivar dreamt of establishing a United State of Latin America by freeing 
all the areas from foreign domination. He wanted to develop Latin America as 
a liberal, progressive and economically prosperous nation. Latin America had 

been under colonial control for many centuries and because of that t here was 
a long standing tradition of absolute rule. They had considered democratic rule 
as weak therefore the liberal democratic ideals failed to take root in most of 

the Latin American countries. These limitations were used by local military 
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commanders t o establish their absolute rule in different parts of the continent 
after the end of the colonial rule.  

Economically Latin American region was backward.Inspite of being rich in 

mineral resources there was no trace of industrial revolution in any part. 
Agri culture was also in backward condition. The problem of hunger, poverty 

and unemployment were common which led to liberal and progressive ideas 
propagated by Simon Bolivar failed to have any impact on Latin American 
countries. Educationally also Latin Ameri can region was backward. Even the 

ideas of American and French revolutions did not influence the Latin 
Americans and the level of awakening remained very low among the masses.  

The Rise and Fall of Napoleon Bonaparte  

Napoleon was the product of prevailing political, administrative, social, 
economic and religious conditions in France. The rise of Napoleon as a first 
counsel in 1799 opened a new chapter in French history. This revolution had 

played an important role in his rise. The socio -economic order of pr e revolution 
France was characterized by class privileges and intense discrimination. The 
revolution overthrew these discriminations under the old system. The ideals of 

nationality, merit and equality initiated by the revolution that allowed a 
commoner lik e Napoleon to attain high office in military and earn admiration 

from French people. The revolution of 1789 had destroyed the existing political 
order of France. The monarchy was abolished and king was executed and state 
was declared as republic. These pri nciples allowed Napoleon to claim his right 

over the state authority. The noble and progressive ideals of revolution had 
threatened the absolute monarchies of Europe and they joined hands together 
to invade France. This invasion threatened the very existen ce of revolution. 

During this hour of crisis; Napoleon won number of victories and exhibited his 
military genius.  

In 1799 Napoleon was the most acceptable leader in France because of his 
success on external front had transformed him into an invincible hero . The 

failure of the rule of directory had played important role in creating conditions 
responsible for the rise of Napoleon.  
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The rule of directory (1795 -99) was weak and inefficient. It failed to work in 
cohesive manner and this led to increasing hardship s for the common masses. 

The rule of directory failed to initiate any strong steps to counter the prevailing 
economic difficulties. Their decision to devalue the French currency led to high 

inflation. The increasing prices of necessary commodities had led to hardships 
in masses and they started looking for change. The French forces were losing 
at multiple fronts. The news of military reversals hurt the nationalistic spirit 

of French masses.  

Napoleon was an epitome of peace and order as he had proved his gen ius in 
Italy and Germany. His administrative capability in Italy and France had 
inspired the French masses to look for his leadership. The military success of 

Napoleon had brought glory to France. The French people wanted French 
nationalism to succeed ever ywhere and they were ready to forsake the grand 

ideals of French Revolution.  

Napoleon was acceptable to all the sections of French population. He was 
supported by the monarchist as they were looking for the revival of monarchy 
in France. The bourgeoisie we re looking for peace and stability as the ongoing 

anarchy had ruined their economic activities. The peasants were looking for 
securing their gains as Napoleon had promised all these to different sections 

of the society. The excesses of revolution had also played an important role as 
France was undergoing a phase of anarchy created by the internal civil war. 
The reign of terror took away lives of many French civilians. After a period of 

almost a decade the common masses were ready to submit to the leadership  of 
strong man who could pull them out from the morass.  

The works of Napoleon were inspired by the ideals of equality, fraternity and 

he emphasized upon rule of equality and law. He also guaranteed the right to 
choose profession for the citizens. He undert ook steps to end the ongoing 
exploitation. He also followed the principle of religious freedom for the citizens. 

He reached an agreement with Pope in 1801 and this led to the soothing of 
religious sentiments of the masses. Napoleon also represented the ide al of 
nationalism cherished by the revolution.  

In 1803 Napoleon created a new civil service and it became the precedent of 
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modern French civil service. He appointed prefects and sub prefects at local 
level and this system is continuing to this day. The cod e Napoleon enacted by 

him to establish the rule of equality and law is being followed even today and 
it inspired the legal system of many countries of the world. The economic 

reforms initiated by him also proved to be long lasting. He founded the Bank 
of F rance in 1800.He developed number of road networks in France. The 
educational reforms were also very effective as he opened many schools and 

colleges and in 1808 he set up the French university. The Paris Museum set 
up by him can be seen even today.  

By Jul y 1807 Napoleon had captured almost whole of Europe and only Russia 
was outside his dominance. He had conquered Italy and in 1802 had signed 

Treaty with Britain where Britain tactically accepted the supremacy of 
Napoleon. In 1805 he defeated the countries of Prussia and Austria in the 

battle of Austerliz.They were forced to sign the treaty and accepted French 
supremacy. The Holy Roman Empire was also dissolved and with this Pope was 
also come under the political supremacy of Napoleon. He brought together 

mo re than 300 smaller states of Germany and created a confederation of Rhine 
having 39 states. By the treaty of Pressburg Napoleon was accepted as the 

savior of the confederation. In 1807 he defeated the Russian forces in the battle 
of Fredland and forced th e Russian czar to accept his supremacy by the Treaty 
of Tilsit.This became the high watermark of career of Napoleon also because 

after this treaty his decline started.  

Napoleon had fought a number of battles against British army. He was 
successful in most of these battles but since these battles were fought in 

continental Europe their outcome did not affect the British much. He knew 
that without subjugation of Britain he couldnõt have permanent peace, he made 
number of attempts to conquer the British mainla nd but these attempts failed 

as British had naval supremacy. When he failed to conquer British with help 
of force he adopted different strategy. He knew that Britain supremacy lies in 
its flourishing commercial activities and therefore he decided to restri ct the 

British trading commerce .He issued decrees to prohibit all commercial 
activities with British ports. By another decree he ordered blockage of all 

commercial ports in Europe for British traders and ships. In another decree he 
publicly ordered burnin g of all British products. All of these orders aimed at 
building French economic dictatorship in Europe.  

Napoleonõs imperialism linked the history of Europe with the history of France 

because after 1796 each and every activity of Europe came to be influenc ed by 
the conquest of Napoleon for almost two decades. The military success of 

Napoleon resulted in subordination of large parts of Europe to his authority 
and over the period of time the liberal and progressive rule of Napoleon turned 
despotic and exploit ative. This resulted in the birth of nationalism in Europe. 

It raised the prestige of Paris in Europe and led the hunger for glory among 
French masses. A number of wars and battles erupted in future and it opened 
new chapter in European history and paved t he way for the beginning of new 

age. 
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The fall of Napoleonõs Empire was also as quick as it emerged. After reaching 
its peak in July 1807 his empire got shattered within 6 years. After his defeats 

in the battle of Lipzeig and Waterloo the territorial bounda ries of France were 
fixed at pre 1789 levels. Napoleon was a child of revolution. He proclaimed that 

he himself was a revolution. But after capturing the political power in France 
he undermined and negated the grand ideals of revolution. The spirit of 
nati onalism had played an important role in the rise of Napoleon. It was the 

French hunger of glory that inspired the French men to submit absolute rule 
of Napoleon. But he himself undermined the nationalist aspiration of masses 
outside France. He established his despotic rule over Italy, parts of Germany 

and Spain. The undermining of Spanish nationalistic aspirations had resulted 
in creating unforeseen problems for Napoleon.  

The inherent contradictions of Napoleonõs policies also found expression in the 
implem entation of his continental system. The system was devised to carry out 

the economic blockade of Britain. Though he pressurized the other countries 
of continental Europe to stop all kinds of commercial transactions with Britain 
but he himself continued com mercial activity with Britain secretly. He supplied 

food grains to Britain when the continental system had succeeded in 
blockading the inflow of food grain in Britain. He also used to purchase the 
daily necessities of his palace from the British merchants.  He had failed to 

undertake effective steps to develop French industries to fill the void of 
necessary commodities. This led to sufferings among the common masses and 

anti Napoleon ideals emerged in many parts of the empire.  

The limitation of personal char acter of Napoleon played an important role in 
his downfall. He was highly ambitious person. His ambition had inspired and 
motivated him to work for grand success but his ambition knew no limit. His 

early successes motivated him to look beyond the frontiers  of France. He 
controlled most parts of continental Europe. But he wasnõt satisfied. With the 

unconventional strategies adopted by him to subdue Britain exposed the 
limitation of his empire. He did not discriminate between moral and immoral 
means. He chang ed the game plans as per the convenience and used the 

weaknesses of his adversaries to oust them. The act of cheating committed by 
Napoleon in case of Spain also weakened the moral foundation of his empire. 
This exposed the real character of Napoleon to th e Europe. His facade of 
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singular revolution became ineffective and the masses of Europe realized his 
real intentions. It led to popular reaction against the rule of Napoleon.  

Napoleon in the beginning of his career represented the liberal and progressive 

forces and he was welcomed as liberator. But over the period of time he became 
the symbol of despotism and exploitation. His despotic domination over parts 

of Europe resulted in the birth of nationalism in many countries. In the battle 
of Lipzing he found h imself standing against the soldiers of Europe inspired by 
nationalism. He lost support of the masses.  

Hitler's rise to Power  

The rise of Hitler in Germany gave a new direction to European politics. Hitler 

pursued specific domestic and foreign policy. His  policies were the outcome of 
prevailing circumstances and with the help of these policies he wanted to fulfill 
his internal and external objectives. The foreign policy was characterized by 

two objectives ð first objective was to restore German pride by vi olating the 
peace treaty. This treaty was humiliating in character. It was a dictated and 
unilateral treaty. It was also characterized by the elements of revenge against 

German people which Hitler wanted to undermine. The second objective was 
to incorporat e all the German inhabited areas in his empire. The treaty of Paris 

had violated and undermined the principal of self determination and many of 
the German inhabited areas were placed under the control of other nations -  
Sunderland was given to Czechs, It ha d three million Germans. All most one 

million of Germans were put under Poland. Hitler wanted to recapture and 
unite these areas. These objectives later transformed into the concept of Third 
Reich where Hitler wanted to occupy enough territories to provide  living space 

to Germans for many more years to come.  

After becoming the Chancellor of Germany in 1933 Hitler formulated a plan of 

action to implement his foreign policy which was used to divert attention from 
internal difficulties. To tackle the economic crisis he followed unconventional 

industrial policies.  The lack of demand of normal commodities forced Hitler to 
increase the production of arms and ammunitions. He reintroduced the 
practice of conscription to provide employment to German youth. The military 
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force was used by him to carry out his policy of te rritorial expansion as the 
time passed.  

 

 

The Nazi -Soviet Non -Aggression Pact  

His move found an expression after the failure of disarmament Conference 
when the European nations failed to agree to disarm themselves, Hitler 
withdrew from this conference and in Oct 1933 left League of Nations itself. In 

January 1934 Hitler signed a non -aggression pact with Poland. This pact 
provided for a 10 years peace between Germany and Poland. He promised not 
to violate the Polish territory during this period. In 1935 Hitl er recaptured the 

province of Saar which was reintegrated successfully with Germany through a 
plebiscite. In March 1935 Hitler reintroduced the Practice of Conscription to 

strengthen the German forces. In June 1935 Anglo - German naval pact was 
signed .By t his pact Hitler tired to garner the support of Britain for his moves 
by agreeing to limit the German naval forces to 35% of the strength of Britain. 

After sensing the weakness of Western European countries Hitler sent German 
forces in the region of Rhine a nd it was successfully reoccupied in March 
1936.In the same year Hitler established Rome -Berlin axis and also signed 

Anti -Comintern pact with Mussolini. Japan also joined Hitler and Mussolini in 
1937.Hitler also participated in Spanish Civil War to expand his foreign policy. 

Taking the advantage of internal conditions of Spain, Hitler extended complete 
military support to General Franco and defeated the communist supported 
Republican Government. In March 1938, Hitler annexed Austria. In September 

1938 Sudet enland was given to Germany by Munich Pact. In March 1939 whole 
of Czechoslovakia was annexed by Hitler. In April 1939, Hitler demanded that 

the Port of Denzing should be returned to Germany. On 24th August 1939 
Hitler signed a 25 years non -aggression pact  with USSR.  
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Hitler's Foreign Policy  

Hitlerõs foreign policy was of great significance in the European History. With 
the help of his aggressive moves; he could violate the Peace Treaty and restored 

German national pride and prestige. He radicalized the na tionalism spirit in 
Europe while exposing the weaknesses of Western Democracies. When France 
and Britain failed to take the effective counter action, Hitler was emboldened 

further and this continued aggression prepared the ground for the outbreak of 
Second  World War. This period also saw decline of League of Nations. He 
undermined the prestige of League of Nations on a number of occasions and 

turned it into a redundant institution. Hitlerõs aggressive stance forced the 
countries like Britain and France to p repare themselves for another major war. 

When Hitler attacked Poland in 1939 Britain and France declared war on 
Germany and World plunged into another War.  

The analysis of Hitlerõs foreign policy have put forward the view that the target 
of his foreign pol icy was not limited to Poland and Czechoslovakia but these 

moves were designed to prepare platform for much greater expansion in future. 
Hitler used the threat of war to pressurize the western democracies .The 

Second World War was basically turned out to b e his result of miscalculations 
as he believed that the Soviet German Pact would allow him to annex Poland 
peacefully as Britain and France were not in way affected by it but the Soviet 

German non -aggression pact baffled Britain and France and exposed the 
weakness of the policy of appeasement. They realized the urgency to counter 
Hitler on the borders of Poland itself otherwise he would have turned very 

powerful afterwards.  

The Chinese Revolution  
 

 
The Chinese Communist Revolution refers to the emergence o f China as communist 
nation in 1949.This revolution led to the success of Chinese communist party in its war 
against the KMT government. The communist forces succeeded in defeating the 
government of Chiang Kai Shek and that led to emergence of communist Ch ina. Since the 
policies, programs and the outlook of the communist government were different of KMT, 
the success of communist party was no less than the revolutionary in nature. No doubt 
the Chinese revolution was the product of the prevailing evils of pol itical administration; 
economic and socio -cultural life.  

After the death of Dr Sun Yat Sen in 1925, Chiang Kai Shek established his control over 
the government and limitation of his administration played an important role in creating 
the conditions respons ible for revolution. The rule of KMT was despotic in nature which 
led the common masses to face immense difficulties in their day to day life. The policies 
and programs like nationalism, democracy and land reforms were the key principles of 
KMT under Dr Se n but all these policies were dropped by Chiang Kai Shek after 1925.  
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Peasants and Labours  
General Chaing Kai Shek supported the feudal lords and the bourgeois and neglected the 
interests of peasants and labour.No effort was made to improve the conditions of factories 
and no land reforms were initiated by him. The rule of KMT government became t he 
symbol of corruption and inefficiency. The common masses were exploited at all the levels. 
When China was invaded by Japan in 1931 the Chiang Kai Shek government made no 
effort to counter the Japanese and masses were increasingly alienated from him.  

 

 

Industrial and Agricultural Revolution  
The industrial system of China was under -developed as industrial revolution had not 
taken place yet. The Chinese factories were in total ruin and production level was 
abysmally low. The agricultural revolution had also not taken place with condition of 
agr iculture was very pathetic. The peasants were exploited by landlords who controlled 
most of the land. The problems such as hunger, poverty and unemployment were 
widespread. The wrong economic policies of KMT government aggravated the situation as 
General p ursued the policy of printing extra money to pay the soldiers which led to high 
scale inflation.  

 

 

Leaders of Chinese Revolution  
The exploitation of peasants by the landlords and exploitation of laborers by bourgeois 
also played important role in Chinese r evolution. When the KMT government failed to 
initiate measures to end the exploitation, it gave rise to discontent among the public. The 
communist leadership was strong, efficient and effective. Mao Tse Tung and Chou En Lai 

were capable leaders who could l ead the forces. The administration of Communist party 
was also efficient and honest in areas controlled by them. The communist pursued the 
policy of land reforms and also undertook steps to improve the conditions of factories in 
areas controlled by them. T hey also opposed Japanese invasion and could win popular 
support.  

The success of communist revolution gave boost to democratic forces as 

communist party was fighting against absolute rule of Chiang Kai Shek.The 

http://www.educatererindia.com/


GAUTAM SINGH                         UPSC STUDY MATERIAL ς INDIAN HISTORY 0 7830294949 

THANKS FOR READING ï VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com  

 

revolution also strengthened the communist fo rces throughout the world. It 
strengthened the nationalist forces in various parts of the world and this 

nationalism found expression in Vietnam and other parts of the world. It 
deepened the era of cold war as it gave boost to communist bloc.  

Revolution of 1830  

The revolution of 1830 was brought about b y the reactionary policies of Charles 
X.This Bourbon monarch wanted to reestablish the pre -revolution prestige of 
monarchy and this outlook forced the masses to raise the banner of revolution. 

After the defeats of Napoleon in the battles of Leipzig and Wat erloo old Bourbon 
dynasty was restored in France and Louis XVIII was placed on throne.  

In 1824 the king died without leaving any natural heir and he was succeeded 
by his younger brother Charles X.This new French monarch was reactionary 

in his outlook. When  he rose to the throne the French citizens had lot of 
expectations from him and he was welcomed by them. But his reactionary 

outlook turned the popular mood against him very soon. He passed the Act to 
reestablish the supremacy of Catholic Church in France.  He also issued order 
to compensate all those citizens who had suffered during revolution and 

especially those citizens who were declared the enemies of revolution.  

The order of Charles X was against the spirit of French Revolution of 1789 

because of this these orders turned the popular mood against him. He 
continued his reactionary policies and attempts to re -establish the old glory of 
Bourbon monarchy. On July 26 1830 he issued orders which included 

dissolution of House of Deputies, Restrictions on the fr eedom of press, 
Limitations on adult franchise and changes in electoral system. When these 

orders were published in newspapers next day the resentment of the masses 
erupted against the Bourbon absolutism in the form of a revolution. This 
terrified Charles X who was forced to flee Paris.  

The Revolution of 1830 was inspired by liberal and progressive ideas of the 

Revolution of 1789.This was against the absolutism and reactionary attitude 
of Charles X.This revolution was dominated by bourgeois ideals as it was  
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initiated and led by them. It was also inspired by Constitutionalism as the 
common masses were against the monarchy and raised the banner of revolt. It 

was essentially a political movement as the social, economic and other aspects 
of human life were left untouched by this revolution.  

The impact of the revolution was limited to some parts in France. The downfall 

of Charles X established peace and order in France. It was Pan -European in 
character. It inspired the common masses against absolutism and reaction ary 
rule in Germany, Italy, Spain, Portugal and Belgium as well.  

The Revolution of 1830 was quite successful in both France and other parts of 

Europe. In France it led to the downfall of Bourbon dynasty and beginning of 
the rule of Orleans dynasty. The her editary monarchy was replaced by 

constitutional monarchy and new constitution was enacted in France after the 
success of the revolution. The education was made free the control of Church 
once again in France and it was put under state control. The secular character 

of religion was guaranteed for every citizen.  

The revolution was also successful in Belgium. The Conference of Powers 
organized in London to discuss the issues raised by Revolution of 1830 

recognized Belgium independence. The revolution marked th e success of 
nationalism. The Revolution was successful in Spain and Portugal as well and 
the rulers of these states granted liberal constitution. Liberal Constitution was 

also granted in Switzerland.  

The revolutions in Italy, Prussia and Austria were suppressed by reactionary 
Metternich and old order was restored in these parts of the Europe. The revolt 
of Polish peasants was suppressed by Czar Nicolas I of Russia. The Revolution 

inspired new process o f reforms in Britain and because of this the Reform Act 
of 1832 was enacted. This Act led to the process of Constitutional reforms in 

Britain to new heights and much more clarity.  

The emergence of communist movement strengthened the resolve of American 
governmentõs fight against the communist forces with determination and 
ultimately led to their involveme nt in Korean War and Vietnam War. The 

Chinese aggressively pursued foreign policy in its neighborhood with Tibet 
autonomy being violated and aggression against India leading to Sino -Indian 
war.  

Revolution of 1848  

The Revolution of 1848 of France as the result of the co rrupt misrule of the 
constitutional monarchy led by Louis Phillpe.The rule of Louis Philippe rested 

on unholy alliance between the monarchist and the bourgeois. These groups 
used the state powers to fulfil their vested interests and this led the wages and 
aspirations of peasants, labourers and other low classes were neglected. The 

misrule of this bourgeois class supported by constitutional monarchy 
produced resentment among the peasants and laboures.The social base of the 
constitutional monarchy became narr ower with passage of time.  
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During 30s and 40s the Republicans and Socialists spread their wings among 
the peasants and lower classes. The Republicans wanted the end of 

constitutional monarchy and declaration of France as Republican State. The 
socialists we re looking for the end of the exploitation caused by bourgeois and 

egalitarian distribution of state resources. The reform demands by the lower 
classes were continuously neglected by the bourgeois class. The common 
masses were looking for the extension of Franchise and natural rights. When 

these demands were neglected by Louis Philippe the prevailing discontent of 
the masses erupted in the form of revolution of 1848.  

The Revolution of 1848 was inspired by the principle of liberalism. The 
revolution was agai nst the prevailing monarchical orders. It was also inspired 

by the ideals of socialism. By this time the influence of socialism had become 
quite evident in France and they began to represent the aspirations of the lower 

classes and peasants.  

Like the Revol ution of 1830 this Revolution was also against the Vienna Order 

of 1815 as it was against the popular aspirations. It was the revolution of 
common masses dominated by the lower classes and peasantry. It was political 
and economic in the character as the re volutionaries were dissatisfied by the 

existing political ðeconomic order prevalent in the society.  

The revolution of 1848 enjoys a place of great significance both in France and 
European history. The constitutional monarchy of Orleans dynasty was 

abolishe d and France was declared a sovereign Republic state. Universal adult 
franchise was also implemented in France. The forces of nationalism and 
socialism gained ground in France and process of labour reforms was initiated 

.In this way the Revolution of 1848 marked the completion of the process 
started by the Revolution of 1789.It provided stability to the institution of 
ideals based on liberty, equality, sovereighty and rule of law in France.  

The revolutionaries of Hungary succeeded in extracting a liberal co nstitution. 
Switzerland was also declared republic state. The popular revolt in Vienna led 
to the downfall of Metternich. When the echo of the Revolution of 1848 found 

expression in Vienna, Metternich was terrified and he escaped to Britain. The 
fall of Me tternich inspired the supporters of unified process of Italy and 
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Germany. The German nationalists summoned Frankfurt Parliament and 
crown of unified German Empire was offered to Prussian King Frederick 

William IV.But this monarch refused to accept this cro wn and hopes of German 
nationalists were dashed.  

The Italian nationalists also attempted to unify the politically fragmented Italy 

under leadership of the states of Piedmont Sardnia.The revolution of 1848 also 
succeeded in wiping out the elements of feudal ism from Europe. The privileges 
and serfdom were abolished from whole of Europe. The success of Revolution 

in France inspired the labour movements throughout Europe and labour 
problems started receiving greater attention in European polity. It 
strengthened  the nationalistic forces in Europe though they were defeated in 

Italy and Germany but they could not be uprooted completely  

Reformation in Europe  

Reformation was a protest movement against certain obnoxious practices of 
the Roman Catholic Church and an attempt to reform it. The Protest ants and 
reformers soon separated themselves from the Roman Catholic Church and 
started new Protestant Churches in the 16th century. As a result the 

Christians in Europe came to be divided into two major groups -Protestants 
and Catholics. Reformation was th e final assault against the medieval order. 

By attacking the monopolistic power of the Universal Church; it not only 
brought a great religious change but also proclaimed the dawn of a new era in 
Europe. The main causes of the rise of Reformation were growt h of abuses and 

evil practices like Simony, Plurality, Annates and the Pope himself selling 
various kinds of pardons ðcertificates such as indulgences, absolutions, 
dispensations etc. Attack of the Church by several reformers of the 14th and 

15th centuries  ð John Wycliffe of England, John Huss of Bohemia, Erasmus of 
Holland and Savanarola of Italy.  
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History of Reformation  

People now broadened in their mental outlook began to question the Popeõs 
authority and criticize the corrupt practices and immoral life  of the clergy. 

Pope claimed himself to be Godõs representative on earth, regarded kings as 
his subordinates and began to intervene in the internal affairs of the states. 
This was strongly opposed by kings. Rise of nationalism and nation states 

resulted in  the reduction of the concept of Universal Church and growth of 
national churches.Bourgeoisie, peasantry and even some sections of 
aristocracy were antagonized by heavy ecclesiastical taxation. Bourgeoisie in 

particular opposed the severe restrictions impo sed upon commercial pursuits 
by the Roman Catholic Church.  

Course of Reformation  

Lutheranism:  The reform movement or the Protestant sect started by Martin 
Luther in Germany. Luther contested the Catholic idea of good works as a 
means of salvation and insisted that only through faith the soul could be saved. 

He appealed to individualism in religion and also to nationalism by admitting 
the supremacy of the state over the church. Out break of war between Catholic 
and Protestant German states ending with the peace of Augsburg (1555) which 

permitted each German prince to choose between Roman Catholicism and 
Lutheranism for his people. Spread of Lutheranism to other countries 

especially to Scandinavian states where it had a greater success than even in 
the German states.  
Calvinism:  Started by Zwingli, a Swiss and later renewed by Calvin, a 

Frenchman in Swi tzerland. Its spread to Holland, Germany, France, Scotland, 
England, Hungary and Poland etc.  

Anglicism:  Founded by King Henry VII and Queen Elizabeth I of England 
became the faith of established Church of England and the USA.It was more 
conservative and ev olutionary than the other two Protestant sects and also 

highly nationalistic.  

 

Course of Reformation  

Counter Reformation:  Reform with in the Roman Catholic Church, removal 
of some of the glaring abuses from the Church by the Council of Trent and the 
invig oration of the Church through the establishment of several orders such 

as the Society of Jesus. Breakdown in the unity of Christendom: Division of 
the Christians into Catholics and Protestants. Establishment of national 
churches in place of the Universal C hurch.  

Strengthening of monarchies at the cost of the Papacy. Religious persecution 

of the followers of the minority sects by those of the majority sects in all the 
countries of Europe. Religious wars among the European countries such as 

Anglo -Spanish Wars , the Thirty Years War etc.  
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Vienna Congress of 1815  

After defeating Nap oleon in the battle of Leipzig the members of victorious 
European coalition met at Vienna to discuss the reorganization of Europe. 
These powers had been disturbed by the campaigns of Napoleon and they were 

convinced to re -establish the states of pre 1789 i n Europe. Since these 
victorious powers met at Vienna the political order created by them 

represented the old order. This could be completed after the defeat of Napoleon.  

In accordance with the principle of balance of power the neighboring states of 
France  were strengthened to prevent any adventurism in future. The principle 
of rewarding victorious at the cost of the defeated powers also resulted in 

significant territorial redistribution in Europe. Norway was taken from 
Denmark and given to Sweden. Prussia was given a part of Poland. Russia was 

given control over major part of Poland and Finland.  

Though the leaders of Vienna were determined to restore the pre 1789 Europe 
completely but in spite of their determined efforts they failed to turn the clock 

backwa rds completely. The territorial rearrangement carried out by Napoleon 
could not be nullified completely as many of the old boundaries were 

completely erased. The grand ideals of French Revolution had made a deep 
impact on the psyche of European masses and they continue to inspire the 
common masses to raise the banner of revolution against old order in 

1820,1830 and 1848.The success of these revolutions completed the process 
of coming of new age in Europe.  

In 1820 a popular reaction emerged in Spain against the despotic rule .In 1830 

a revolution erupted in France and it succeeded in overthrowing the absolute 
power of Bourbon dynasty. The revolution erupted in Italy, Prussia, German 
states and Spain. In 1848 a number of revolutions emerged again in European 

countries. These were manifestations of the fights of common masses against 
the old reactionary order of Europe and it is no doubt that the problems faced 
by Europe had the genesis in the Congress of Vienna. Metternich was the 
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chancellor of Austria, when th e Vienna Congress was organized. He was the 
most reactionary power in Europe during the first half of the 19th century. He 

was the guardian of old order based upon the principles of legitimacy and class 
privileges. The Vienna Order was prepared under his g uidance.  

The reactionary forces representing the old European order were left with no 

strength and vigor in 1815 even though they succeeded against Napoleon. 
These forces had been fighting since three decades to save their existence 
against the revolution and Napoleon. They had become outdated and lost touch 

with the realities. Their only concern was to maintain their existence. This kind 
of old order could be maintained only on the basis of force and Metternich was 
the only powerful ruler in Europe. Till t he time he remained at the helm of 

affairs in Vienna the old order could survive and his fall in 1848 sealed the 
fate of old order as well.  

Rise of Militarism in Japan  

The period after the decline of Feudalism saw the creation of modern state with 

economic development and industry and military domination at home and 

rapid conquests and expansion with national disaster in Japan. The 

destruction of Japanese cities, the sur render of armed forces and foreign 

occupation and Japanõs war with China marked the end of the restoration 

period and beginning of new age of Japan Militarism. Modernization combined 

with a sense of national pride, the growth of population, the industrial 

development contributed to the rise of militarism in Japan. It was in late 1920s 

and early 1930s that brought this change and took alarming proportions by 

1937.This was the creation of right wing political parties and the army. The 

army that dominated the Japanese politics was keen on war conquest; its 

officers had little knowledge of international politics advocated expansion of 

the empire by the force which culminated into a national disaster post World 

War II.Japanese militarism was anti democratic and a uthoritarian in nature. 

Military warlords who believed that Japanõs interests could be safeguarded 

only under totalitarian regime dominated it. The power came under the war 

minister and the Navy minister who dominated the Japanese politics. The 

totalitaria n feature of Japanese militarism also highlighted that it was not a 

peaceful movement but dominated by ultra nationalism. Ultra nationalists 

started operating in Japan to reduce the influence of liberal organizations .An 

ultra nationalist society was start ed in 1910 followed by the Greater Japan 

Nationalist Society in 1919.They believed that a glorious future lies in the 

hands of army. The Japanese militarism was anti communist and pro 
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capitalist. Russia was the natural enemy of Japan as their interests cla shed 

over Manchuria and other parts of Asia. The rise of Bolsheviks further 

deteriorated the relations between them. Japan was also concerned with the 

colonial expansion based on capitalist lines that was resented by Russia. This 

was one feature that made Japan to sign Anti ðComintern Pact with Nazi 

Germany and Fascist Italy. The Japanese totalitarianism retained a Japanese 

pattern shaped by the absence of individualism. The personality cult was 

absent and emperor was still regarded as a symbol of unity and  common 

rallying point for the whole nation.  

The attempts of the militarists to capture power in Japan reached a turning 

point when Minseito party won the elections in 1936.Four days after the 

election results, some junior regimental officers revolted in T okyo to over throw 

the government. Though this coup ended in failure the power of the militarists 

increased and moderates conceded to the demand that war minister and the 

navy minister had to be military officers on active service that marked major 

triumph  of militarists. The Hirota cabinet accepted the seven -point programme 

called National Political Renovation. By it the government was committed to 

expand armament, the stock piling of the materials of war giving full support 

to the Japanese army in Manchur ia and control of education. This meant that 

the government was under the control of the military. With the signing of anti -

Comintern pact ended the diplomatic isolation of Japan and increased the 

influence of right wing in the country. Japan was clearly i n the path of military 

control. The National Mobilization Act of 1938 ended the parliamentary 

government in Japan.This enabled bureaucracy to take power from legislature. 

The military now controlled the industry and other wings of the government. 
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Japan saw  single party domination by 1941.Imperial Rule Assistance 

Association party controlled by the army led Japan into the war.  

Japan followed aggressive policy towards Manchuria from 1930s onwards. 

Manchuria was strategically important subjected to Russian and  Japanese 

control. Chinese nationalist party KMT considered Manchuria as the first line 

of the defense of their country while the Japanese considered it as lifeline. The 

Lio - tung Peninsula came to Japan after the Russo - Japanese war for a period 

of 99 year s. The south Manchuria railway came to be controlled by Japan 

followed by Korean presence in Manchuria, attempts to build parallel railroads. 

Chinaõs refusal to repay loans of 150 million yen and the assassination of a 

Japanese captain in 1931 led to invas ion of Manchuria. The immediate cause 

was the destruction of a section of south Manchurian Railway in a bomb 

explosion gave Japan opportunity to seize Mukden. In three months the 

Japanese extended their authority in Manchuria. Japan extended its control 

over Inner Mongolia and North China. In 1933 Japan withdrew from League of 

Nations to continue with its aggression policy. In 1935 Hirota Japanese PM 

proposed three point programme to settle Sino - Japanese dispute by ending 

anti Japanese activity, recognize Manchukuo and to accept help in suppressing 

communism. The Chinese nationalists and the communists joined hands and 

the Japanese property in China was destroyed. Japan tried to destabilize the 

KMT government and tried to establish a popular government on t he lines of 

Manchukuo.Japan resorted to economic blockade of China in 1939.  

Japanese activities were seen suspiciously by Britain, America and other 

powers. The relations with Russia were strained over Mongolia. Political 
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isolation pushed Japan towards Naz ism and Anti -  Comintern Pact in 1936 led 

to agreement to suppress communism. In 1940 the tripartite countries signed 

a pact that agreed to mutual cooperation in recognizing Japan and military aid 

in the wake of war. When World War II broke out Japan exploi ted the situation 

thoroughly by extracting an agreement from China and secured the right of 

sending troops into China. Initially Japan was successful. In 1941 England 

and Netherlands declared war on Japan.Japan took over Hong Kong in 1941 

and conquered Man ila, Malaya, Singapore, Dutch Indies and Burma in 

1942.Japan was hit by USA embargo which made them declare war against 

USA and bombed Pearl Harbor in 1941. England and USA defeated Japanese 

near Philippines in 1943.The allies attacked Japan itself and wit h Yalta 

Conference; USSR entered the war against Japan and invaded Manchuria. 

Americans tightened the blockade on Japanese islands and on August 6,USA 

dropped the first atom bomb on Hiroshima and second on August 9,1945 on 

Nagasaki, Japan surrendered uncon ditionally. The defeat of Japan resulted in 

the loss of all her political power and USA occupied Japan till 1951.She lost 

all her territories since Meiji Restoration with severe impact on economy and 

society.  

World Depression of 1929 - 1932  

The world depression of 1929 -1932 was unprecedented both in its intensity 

and impact. It witnessed a world slump in agriculture, finance and industry. 

It put to all hopes of a continued period of peace and prosperity. The slump in 

agriculture was caused by over production in certain regions and 

misdistribution. Agricultural slump in US was aggravated by the slump in 

finance caused by the speculation and withdrawal of funds from Europe .The 

slump in the industry was caused by a fall in exports and internal consumption 

resulting from shortage of capital leading to reduced industrial production etc.  

The roots of the depression lay in a fundamental imbalance in the economic 

structure  aggravated by the peace settlement following World War I. The US 

economy had experienced occasional periods of depressed business activity 

even earlier but until the 1930s it had not lasted more than a year. Each year 

in the 1920s on an average 600 banks failed along with nearly 20,000 other 

business concerns. Most of the time unemployment had averaged 2.2 million 
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