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Modern India - 2 
The process of British conquest of various parts of India extended 
over a period of nearly a century. The English suffered many 
diplomatic failures and some military but ultimately emerged 
victorious. A number of causes explain the victory of the British 
against their Indian adversaries. 

The British were superior in arms, military tactics and strategy. The 
firearms used by Indian powers in the 18th century were slow firing 
and cumbersome and were outclassed both in quick firing and in 
range by European muskets and cannons used by the English. 
Again European infantry could fire three times more quickly than 
the heavy Indian forces. Many Indian rulers including Nizams, the 
Mysoreans and the Marathas imported European arms, employed 
European officers to train their troops in the use of European arms. 
Unfortunately Indian military officers and the rank and file could 
never rise above the level of amateurs and as such could not be 
match for English officers and trained armies. 

The English had the advantage of military discipline. The company 
ensured loyalty of sepoys by strict discipline and regular payment 
of salaries. On the other hand most of the Indian rulers suffered the 
chronic problem of lack of means to pay salaries; some of the 
Maratha chiefs had to divert their campaigns for collecting revenues 
on personal retinues or mercenary soldiers who were deficient in 
military discipline and could mutiny or desert to the enemy when 
victory seemed doubtful. 

The English had the advantage of civil discipline of the Company's 
servants. Men of discipline without any hereditary connections or 
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ties directed the Company's army. Further European military 
officers were given command of armies only after rigorous discipline; 
they were reliable as well as skillful and were given overall direction 
of affairs. In contrast Indian military command was usually given 
on caste basis to relatives whose military competence was doubtful 
and who could prove refractory or disloyal to sub serve their 
personal ambitions. 

The brilliant leadership gave the English another advantage. Clive, 
Warren Hastings, Elphinstone, Munro, Wellesley, Lord Hastings and 
Dalhousie etc. displayed rare qualities of leadership. They had the 
advantages of a long list of secondary leaders like Lord Lake, Arthur 
Wellesley who fought not for the leader but for cause and the glory 
of their country. The Indian side too had brilliant leaders like Haider 
Ali, Tipu Sultan, Scindhia, Nana Phadnavis and Ranjit Singh etc. 
but they more often lacked a team of second line trained personnel. 
Indian leaders were fighting against one another as against the 
British. 

The British were superior in economic resources. The East India 
Company never ignored the trade and commerce. Towards the end 
of the 18th century the company's foreign trade crossed 10 crores 
dollars. The East India Company earned enough profits in India to 
pay dividends to their shareholders and finance their military 
campaigns in India. England was also earning profits from her trade 
with the rest of the world. These natural resources in money and 
troops were available to the British in India in times of need thanks 
to the advantage of superior sea power that Britain possessed. 

Short Question and Answers 
 

 

1. Who led the Bardoli Satyagarha? 
Vithalbhai Patel 

2. When did Gandhiji started his Salt March? 
12 March 1930 

3. When did Civil Disobedience movement started? 
6 April, 1930 

4. Who was the hero of Vaikom Satyagraha? 
K Kelappan 
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5. Under whose leadership, Koya tribals fought the colonial 
govt to protect their forest rights during 1922-24? 
Ramachandra Raju 

6. What was popular name of Khudai Khidmatgars? 
Red shirts 

7. Gandhiji marched from Sabarmati to Dandi with how 
many followers? 
78 

8. Which American journalist reported during the salt 
satyagraha? 
Webb Miller 

9. You planned a fine strategy around the issue of salt: Who 
said this to Gandhiji? 
Lord Irwin 

10. Who was the first president of AITUC? 
Lajpat Rai 

11. Who started Dina Bandhu? 
N.M Lokhande 

12. Who founded the Working Men’s Club? 
Sasipada Banerjee 

13. When was the first strike organized by Indian 
working class? 
1899 

 

14. When was first Factories Act enacted? 
1881 

15. When was Bombay Mill and Millhand’s Association set 
up? 
1890 
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16. Which was the first newspaper dedicated to the cause 
of workers in India? 
Bharat Shramjeevi 

17. When was the no tax campaign launched in Bardoli? 
1928 

18. Which was the Mopla rebellion epicentre? 
Malabar 

19. Who led the Eka movement? 
Madan Pasi 

20. When was Oudh Rent Act legislated? 
1921 

21. Mangal Pandey was soldier in which army unit? 
Barrackpore 

22. Who was the de facto leader of revolt of 1857 at 
Lucknow? 
Maulavi Ahmadullah 

23. Who was the de jure head of the revolt of 1857 at 
Lucknow? 
Birzis Qadr 

24. Where were British forces defeated at Battle for 
Audh? 
Chinhat 

25. Who led the revolt against British in Rohilakhand? 
Khan Bahadur 

26. When did British government announced special 
order of knighthood to Indian princes? 
1861 

27. The army stationed in which province remained loyal 
to British masters? 
Madras 

28. When was Awadh annexed by British? 
1856 

29. When was Nagpur annexed by British? 
1854 

30. Which governor general annexed Awadh? 
Lord Dalhousie 

31. When was Indigo revolt happened? 
1859-60 

32. When did East India Company set up first Indigo 
plantation? 
1770 
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33. Who wrote the play Nil Darpan? 
Dinabandhu Mitra 

 

34. Which newspaper gave an extensive coverage to 
indigo riots and written extensively on the plight of 
indigo cultivators? 
The Bengali 

35. When did British government set up an official 
inquiry to investigate the causes behind indigo riots? 
1860 

36. When was Pabna peasant revolt occurs? 
1873-85 

37. When did Pabna peasants form an agrarian league? 
1873 

38. Which newspaper criticized the formation of Pabna 
Agrarian League? 
Amrit Bazar Patrika 

39. When did Deccan riots occur? 
1875 

40. Which organization took up the cause of Deccan 
peasants? 
Poona Sarvajanik Sabha 

41. Which peasant revolt was painted by the colonial 
government as communal? 
Moplah 

42. When did the Deccan Agriculturists Relief Act was 
passed? 
1879 

43. Where did Kuka revolt occur? 
Punjab 
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44. Who led the Kuka revolt? 
Baba Ram Singh 

45. Who held this view : Sati is a murder according to 
every Shastra? 
Ram Mohan Roy 

46. Who made this call: Only one god and one caste for 
mankind ? 
Narayan Guru 

47. Who organized Nav Bidhan? 
Kesab Chandra Sen 

48. Who campaigned for widow remarriage? 
Vidyasagar 

49. Who set up Tattvabodini Sabha? 
Debendranath Tagore 

50. Lex Loci Act was legislated in which year? 
1850 

51. Who is revered as Grand Old Man of India? 
D.B Naoroji 

52. Who published the newspaper The Bengali? 
S.N Banerjee 

53. Who developed the theory of Drain of Wealth? 
Dadabhai Naoroji 

54. Who had equated expenditure on railway as 
decorating anothers wife? 
Tilak 

55. By the provisions of the Government of India Act how 
many Indians were nominated in the Governor-General’s 
Council? 
Three 

56. In which British India province a Legislative Council 
was first established? 
Bengal 

57. Who first made the demand of Swaraj ? 
Naoroji 

58. When was the Police Act enacted? 
1861 

59. Who did Gandhiji considered his political guru? 
B.G Tilak 

60. Which nationalist leader became famous for his 
budget speeches in Bombay Legislative Council with and 
without the premises? 
G.K .Gokhale 
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61. Who made this statement : Bengal united is 
power,Bengal divided ,will pull several different ways? 
Risley,Home Secretary 

62. In which year Lord Curzon reduced the number of 
elected members in the Calcutta Corporation? 
1902 

 

63. When was the Universities Act passed? 
1904 

64. Who put forward the Boycott suggestion in the 
backdrop of partition of Bengal? 
Aurobindo Ghosh 

65. Who described the Swadeshi and boycott movement 
as a method of passive resistance? 
B.C Pal 

66. Who described resistance to British as a refusal to 
render any voluntary or honorary service to the 
Government? 
Bipin Chandra Pal 

67. When was Bengal Tenancy Act was passed? 
1885 

68. When was Muslim League established? 
Oct 1906 

69. Muslim League was established under whose 
leadership? 
Nawab Salimullah 

70. In the first decade of the 20th century which district 
was at the epicentre of communal riots in the East 
Bengal? 
Barisaal 
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71. Where was the Annual Congress in 1907 held? 
Surat 

72. Who gave the call for Arandhan during Swadeshi and 
boycott movement? 
Aswini Kumar Dutt 

73. Gandhi-Irwin pact was accepted by the Congress in 
1931 at which place? 
Karachi 

74. In which annual session Congress made its 
memorable resolution on Fundamental Rights? 
Karachi 

75. Who replaced Irwin as viceroy of India? 
Lord Willingdon 

Governor Generals and Viceroys in 
Colonial India 
 Introduction 
 Robert Clive 
 Warren Hastings 
 Lord Cornwallis 
 Sir John Shore 
 Lord Wellesley 
 George Barl 
 Lord Minto I 
 Lord Hastings 
 Lord Amherst 
 Lord William Bentinck 
 Lord Charles Metcalfe 
 Lord Auckland 
 Lord Ellenborough 
 Lord Hardinge 

 
 Lord Dalhousie 
 Lord Canning 
 Lord Elgin 
 Sir John Lawrence 
 Lord Mayo  
 Lord Northbrook 
 Lord Lytton 
 Lord Ripon 
 Lord Dufferin 
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 Lord Landsdowne 
 Lord Elgin II 
 Lord Curzon 
 Lord Minto II 
 Lord Hardinge II 
 Lord Chelmsford  
 Lord Reading  
 Lord Irwin 
 Lord Willingdon 
 Lord Linlithgow 
 Lord Wavell 
 Lord Mountbatten 
 C Rajagopalachari 

 
 

Introduction 

The Governor-General of India was the head of the British 
administration in India. The office was created in 1773 with the title 
of Governor-General of the Presidency of Fort William. Complete 
authority over all of British India was granted in 1833 and the 
official became known as the Governor-General of India. 

Until 1858, the Governor-General was selected by the Court of 
Directors of the British East India Company to whom he was 
responsible. Thereafter he was appointed by the Sovereign on the 
advice of the British government; the secretary of state for India, a 
member of the Cabinet was responsible for instructing him on the 
exercise of his powers. 
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Robert Clive (1757-60, 1765-67) 

Robert Clive began his career in Madras on an annual salary of 5 
pounds per annum. His presence in the successful siege of Arcot 
gained him adulation and his involvement in the conquest of Bengal 
made him a cynosure of the British public. He was made the 
Governor of Bengal twice from 1757- 1760 and 1765- 1767. During 
the period of 1757-1760 he made remarkable achievements. He got 
the monopoly of saltpeter trade in Bihar for British East India 
Company. In 1757 he fought the battle of Plassey and got the virtual 
mastery of Bengal. He defeated Dutch in 1759. Thus Clive 
established and maintained the supremacy of the English in Bengal. 
He was appointed Governor of Bengal in 1765-1767 for the second 
time. 

In 1765 Robert Clive introduced the Dual System of Government for 
the Bengal province. By his dual system he made the company a 
great power but with no responsibility. Under this system the 
administration was divided between the company and the Nawab 
but the whole power was actually concentrated in the hands of the 
company. This complex system remained in practice during the 
period from 1765 to 1772. Under this system the company 
undertook the defense and left the civil administration in the hands 
of Nawab. The Nawab was paid Rs 53 lakhs annually for 
administration but after two years it was reduced to Rs 32 lakh 
rupees. 

Robert Clive also introduced certain civil and military reforms with 
a view to purifying the administration of the Company. The private 
trade was prohibited and the extra allowance for the army in 
peacetime was abolished. 

Robert Clive (1757-60, 1765-67) 

Robert Clive began his career in Madras on an annual salary of 5 
pounds per annum. His presence in the successful siege of Arcot 
gained him adulation and his involvement in the conquest of Bengal 
made him a cynosure of the British public. He was made the 
Governor of Bengal twice from 1757- 1760 and 1765- 1767. During 
the period of 1757-1760 he made remarkable achievements. He got 
the monopoly of saltpeter trade in Bihar for British East India 
Company. In 1757 he fought the battle of Plassey and got the virtual 
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mastery of Bengal. He defeated Dutch in 1759. Thus Clive 
established and maintained the supremacy of the English in Bengal. 
He was appointed Governor of Bengal in 1765-1767 for the second 
time. 

In 1765 Robert Clive introduced the Dual System of Government for 
the Bengal province. By his dual system he made the company a 
great power but with no responsibility. Under this system the 
administration was divided between the company and the Nawab 
but the whole power was actually concentrated in the hands of the 
company. This complex system remained in practice during the 
period from 1765 to 1772. Under this system the company 
undertook the defense and left the civil administration in the hands 
of Nawab. The Nawab was paid Rs 53 lakhs annually for 
administration but after two years it was reduced to Rs 32 lakh 
rupees. 

Robert Clive also introduced certain civil and military reforms with 
a view to purifying the administration of the Company. The private 
trade was prohibited and the extra allowance for the army in 
peacetime was abolished. 

Lord Cornawallis (1786-1793) 
  Father of civil services in India 
  Codified laws –Cornawallis code. The features were as 

following 
 

  It was based on the concept of separation of powers. 
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  The collector was the head of the revenue administration 

and divested him of all the judicial and magisterial powers. 
  District judge was appointed as the head of the judiciary at 

the district level. 
  A gradation of civil courts was set up. 

  The distinction between revenue and civil cases was 
abolished. 

Changed laws of criminal justice which were patterned on Muslim 
Criminal Law. 

In 1920 Aligarh Muslim University was founded. 

Introduced Permanent Settlement in 1793 
Introduced the institution of District judge and DSP. 
Introduced the principle of Separation of powers by the Regulating 
Act of 1793. 
Separated the revenue administration from the administration of 
justice.The district Faujdari adalats presided over by Indian judges 
abolished and in their place four circuit courts were established 
presided over by the European covenanted servants. 
Third Anglo- Mysore War 1790-92 and Treaty of Seringapatnam. 
The number of collectorship reduced from 36 to 23. 
The strength of Board of Trade was reduced from 11 to 5. 

Sir John Shore (1793- 1798) 
  Implemented Permanent Settlement. 
  Considered an authority on revenue matters. 

  Charter Act of 1793 opened trade with India for private 
English merchants 

 

Lord Wellesley (1798-1805) 
 

 

  Introduced Subsidiary Alliance system. 
  Formation of Madras Presidency after annexation of the 

Kingdoms of Tanjore and Carnatic. 
  Forced Shah Alam II to become a pensioner. 
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  Censorship of Press Act 1799.No newspaper was to be 

published at all until the manuscript of the whole paper were 
submitted to and approved by the Government. 

  Fourth Anglo- Mysore War 1799 and defeat of Tipu 
Sultan.Wellesley annexed the South Kanara coast,Wynaad in 

the south-east ,Coimbatore and Darupuram in the south-east 
besides Seringapatnam. 

  Treaty of Bassien with Bajirao II and second Anglo- 
Maratha war.The company’s territorial gains included the 

upper doab,all territories north of the Rajput states of 
Jaipur,Jodhpur and Gohud, the part of Baroach,the Fort of 

Ahmedabad and cuttack in Orissa. 
  Established the Fort William College in Calcutta in 1800. 

  Opened Administrative Training College. 
  In 1794 the Board of Trade was founded. 

  Christian missionaries established a printing press at 
Serampore. 

  By a revised subsidiary treaty forced on the Nizam and 
later ceded to the Company the districts of Bellary and 

Cuddapah. 
  In 1799 Wellesley took the administration of Tanjore,Surat 

and Carnatic. 
 

 

George Barl (1798-1805) 
 

 

Sepoy mutiny at Vellore 1806 
Slave trade abolished in the British Empire in 1807. 

 

Lord Minto (1807- 1813) 
 

 

  Sent Mission of Malcom to Persia and the Elphinstone to 
Kabul. 
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  Treaty of Amritsar with Ranjit Singh which extended the 

British rule up to the river Satluj. 
  End of the first stage of British relations with the Indian 

princes which was based on self-defence and friendly 
alliances. 

  Charter Act of 1813. 
  Importation of slaves into India was stopped. 

  Sir John Strachey the finance member of the viceroy 
council tried to equalize the rates of salt duties in the British 

provinces. 
  The famine of 1876-1878. 

  The British parliament passed the Royal Titles Act 
investing Queen Victoria with the title of Kaiser-i-hind or 

Queen Empress of India. 
  Introduced the gold standard into the monetary system. 

 

Lord Hastings ( 1813-1823) 

 War with Nepal (1812-1823) –Treaty of Sagauli in 1816. 

Third Anglo- Maratha War .Marathas were finally crushed. Baji 

Rao II was removed. 

 

 Extermination of Pindaris 
 Introduction of Ryotwari settlement in Madras by Thomas Munro. 
 Mahalwari system of land revenue was made in North-West 

province by James Thomson. 
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 Subordinate Isolation policy towards Indian states. 
 Terminated the priorities of Magistrates. 

Lord Amherst (1823-1828) 

First Anglo-Burmese war. Treaty of Yaudaboo in 1826 by which 
British merchants were allowed to settle in the southern coast of 
Burma. 
Acquisition of territory of Malaya peninsula. 
Acquisition of Bharatpur. 
In 1824 Barrackpore Mutiny. 

Lord William Bentinck (1823-1836) 
  The first governor-general of India 
  Suppression of thugee through regulation. 

  Abolition of sati through regulation XVII of 1829 declaring 

sati illegal. 
  Charter Act of 1833.It opened the services for the Indians 

without discrimination. 
  Educational reforms and introduction of English as the 

official language. 
  Abolition of the provincial courts of appeal and circuit set 

up by the Cornwallis.Sadar Nizamat Adalat and Sadar Diwani 
Adalat set up at Allahabad.Appointments of commissioners of 

revenue. 
  Concluded a treaty of perpetual friendship with Ranjit 

Singh. 
  Deposition of Raja of Mysore and annexation of Coorg and 

Central Cachar. 
  Formation of Agra province. 

  In 1830 annexation of Cachar took place. 
  Court of Vernacular started. 

  Appointed Macaulay as the President of Committee. 
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Lord Charles Metcalfe (1835-1836) 
 

 

Passed education resolution 
Abolition of Press restrictions 
Rebellion in Gumsur. 

Lord Auckland (1836-1842) 

In 1838 Tripartite Treaty between Shah Shuja,Ranjit Singh and the 
British. 
Deposition and deportation of the Raja of Satara. 
Forward policy 
First Afghan war with British defeat. 

Lord Ellenborough (1842-1844) 

Termination of Afghan war. 
Annexation of Sindh.Imposition of humiliating treaties on Sindh and 
Gwalior. 

Lord Hardinge (1844-1848) 

 War with Nepal (1812-1823) –Treaty of Sagauli in 1816. 
 First Anglo- Sikh War. Treaty of Lahore. This extended the British 

territory to the lands between the Beas and the Sutlej. 
 Prohibition on female infanticide and suppression of human 

sacrifice. 
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 In 1844 rebellion took place in Kolhapur. English education 
declared as essential qualification for public services. 

 In 1845 the Danish possession sold to the English. 
 In 1846 the rebellion of Khonds took place. 

Lord Dalhousie (1848- 1856) 

 Annexation of Punjab (1849) 
 Annexation of Lower Bhurma or Pegu .Second Anglo- Burmese 

war. 
 Annexation of Sikkim in 1850. 
 In 1853 a new treaty was forced on the Nizam of Hyderabad 

compelling him to cede Berar to Company. 
 Doctrine of Lapse: Satara 1848, Jaitpur 1849, Sambhalpur 1849, 

Baghat 1850, 
 Udaipur1852, Jhansi1853, Nagpur 1854. 
 In 1856 Oudh was annexed on the pretext of misgovernment. 
 Bengal was placed under the charge of Lt Governor. 
 For newly acquired territories he introduced a system of 

centralized control known as Non-regulation system. 
 Headquarters of Bengal Artillery was shifted from Calcutta to 

Meerut and 
 gradually shifted to Shimla in 1865. 
 A new irregular force was created in Punjab. 

 Charles Wood the President of the Board of Control headed the 
committee known as Wood’s dispatch in education. 

 The first railway line connecting Bombay and Thane was laid in 
1853. 

Dalhousie was regarded as father of the electric telegraph in 

 India.O’Shanghnessy was appointed the superintendent of the 
telegraph dept in 1852.Telegraph line became operational between 
Calcutta to Agra. 

 In 1853 recruitment of the Covenanted Civil Service by competitive 
examination. 

 A new post office act was passed in 1854.Possage stamps were 
issued for the first time. 

 Public works dept was introduced. Ganges canal was introduced. 
 IN 1855 Santhal insurrection took place. Abolition of the title of 

the nawab of the Carnatic. 
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 Widow Remarriage Act passed in 1856.  

 

Lord Canning (1856-1858 as Governor 
general, 1858-1862 as Viceroy) 

Doctrine of lapse was withdrawn. The policy towards Indian states 
changed from Subordinate isolation to Subordinate Union. 
Indigo revolt 1859-1860 
White mutiny by European troops in 1859 
Establishment of three universities at Calcutta,Madras and 
Bombay. 
Indian Council Act 1861.The imperial legislative council came into 
existence after the act. 
Indian High court Act 1861 introduced judicial reforms and 
reorganized the police department. 
The recommendations of the Police Commission led to the Indian 
Police Act of 1861. 
Indian Civil Services Act 1861 theoretically opened the services to 
all subjects but exams only in London. 
1863 Satyendra Nath Tagore became the first Indian to qualify for 
the Civil Services. 
Introduced the portfolio system of cabinet in the Indian Council Act 
of 1861. 
Set up forest dept for utilization of forest resources. 
General Service Enlistment Act was passed in 1856. 
Issued the Queen’s Proclamation at a durbar in Allahabad on Nov 1 
1858 by which the British crown assumed direct responsibility for 
the administration of the country. 

The proclamation restored the right of the Princes to adopt their 
heirs. 

 

 

The Bengal Rent Act removed some of the defect of the Permanent 
Settlement. 
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Lord Elgin( 1862-1864) 
 

 

 Wahabi movement broke out.They were defeated in 1863. 
 Inauguration of High Court judicature in Bengal. 
 Conferment of first MA degree from the Calcutta university. 
 Transfer of Indian navy to admiralty. 
 Ambala campaign of NWFP. 
 Amalgamation of the Supreme Court and Sadr courts into High 

Courts. 

 

Sir John Lawrence (1864-1869) 

  

 

   Scholarship scheme was introduced. 
   War with Bhutan in 1864. 

   Indo-European telegraph from Karachi,Persia and 
Turkey in 1865. 

   Masterly Inactivity policy was followed. 
   Establishment of High courts at Calcutta,Madras and 

Bombay in 1865. 
   Passed the Punjab Tenancy Act (1868) 

   In 1868 annual grant of six lakhs of rupees to Sher Ali 
Amir of Afghanistan and railway opened from Ambala to 

Delhi. 
 
 

Lord Mayo (1869-1872) 
 

 

  In 1869 Suez Canal was opened. 
  Ambala conference with Sher Ali. 

  In 1870 Lord Mayo’s first provincial settlement. 
  Wahabi and Kuka movement was active. 
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  Organization of Statistical Survey of India. 

  Establishment of Department of Agriculture and 
Commerce. 

  Mayo’s resolution of 1870 started the process of 
decentralization of finances. Evolved a proper system of 

budgeting as a result of which persistent deficits were 
converted into surpluses. The provincial governments were 

authorised to resort to local taxation to balance their budgets. 
  Sir John Strachey the finance member of the viceroy 

council tried to equalize the rates of salt duties in the British 
provinces. 

  The famine of 1876-1878. 
  The British parliament passed the Royal Titles Act 

investing Queen Victoria with the title of Kaiser-i-hind or 
Queen Empress of India. 

  Introduced the gold standard into the monetary system. 
 

 

Lord Northbrook (1872-1876) 
 

 

 In 1872 Kuka revolt took place. 
 In 1873 the Simla Conference and famine took place in Bihar. 
 Trial of Gaekwad of Baroda. 
 Visit of Prince of Wales in 1875. 
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Lord Lytton (1876-1880) 
  

 

   In 1876 Treaty with Kalat took place and famine took 
place in Deccan. 

 
   Imperial Darbar in 1877 to mark the assumption of 

the title of Empress of India by Queen Victoria. 
   Proposed to constitute Imperial Privy Council 

comprising of princes. 
   Vernacular Act passed in 1878, Arms Act 1878 

repealed and Factory Act was finalized. 
   Lowering Age of civil services to 19 only. 

   In 1878 Stolietoff’s mission was sent to Kabul and 
Indian troops sent to Malta. 

   Second Anglo- Afghan war in 1878 
   In 1879 Treaty of Gandammak and abdication of 

Yakub. 

   The Provincial Government was given the control of 
the expenditure upon all ordinary provincial services 

including land revenue, excise, stamps, law and justice 
and general administration. 

   Sir John Strachey the finance member of the viceroy 
council tried to equalize the rates of salt duties in the 

British provinces. 
   The famine of 1876-1878. 

   The British parliament passed the Royal Titles Act 
investing Queen Victoria with the title of Kaiser-i-hind or 

Queen Empress of India. 
   Introduced the gold standard into the monetary 

system. 
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Lord Ripon (1880-1884) 

 Battle of Maiwand; Robert’s march to Kandhar and Abdur Rahman 
recognized as Amir of Kabul. 

 He became secretary of India in 1866-68. 
 Repealed the Vernacular Press Act 1882. 
 First Factory Act 1881. 
 Financial Decentralization as the source of revenue was divided 

into three- Imperial,Provincial and Divided. 
 Resolution on Self-Government in 1882 called the father of local 

self government. 
 Modified Permanent Settlement . 

 Appointed Hunter Commission in 1882 to review the education. 
 Sir C.P Elbert was law member of the Viceroy Council introduced a 

bill on 2nd Feb 1883,the bill sought to abolish at once and 
completely every judicial disqualification based merely on racial 
discrimination. 

 In 1883 Famine code formulated. 
 First census of India in 1881 with 254 million population. 
 Introduced the direct election for the first time in India. 

Lord Dufferin (1884-1888) 
 

 

 In 1885 two Acts passed – Bengal Tenancy Act and Bengal Local 
Self-Government Act. 

 Third Anglo-Burmese War started in 1885. 
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 In 1886 Upper Burma was annexed and delimitation of Afghan 
Northern boundary took place. 

 Allahabad University was incorporated. 
 Aitchison Committee. 
 Number of new taxes were introduced such as salt tax and 

petroleum tax. 

Lord Lansdowne (1888-1894) 

 In 1888 Hazara punitive expedition took place. 
 In 1889 abdication of the Maharaja of Kashmir took place. 
 Prince of Wales second visit in 1889. 
 In 1891 Factory Act was passed. 
 In 1891 military expedition against Manipur was conducted. 
 In 1892 the Indian Councils Act was passed. 
 In 1893 the Durand Mission was sent to Kabul. 
 Foundation of Indian National Congress. 
 Age of Consent Act 1891 which forbade marriage of girls below 12. 
 Categorization of civil services into imperial,provincial and 

subordinate. 

Lord Elgin( 1862-1864) 
 

 

 In 1895 the Chitral Expedition took place and the Russo- Afghan 
Frontier was settled. 

 In 1896 famine took place all over India. 
 In 1897, plague broke out at Bombay. 
 Afridi uprisings and Santhal uprisings in 1899-1900. 
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 Sir James Lyall Commission appointed. 

 
 

Lord Curzon (1904-1905) 

Appointment of 4 commissions and 3 missions 

  Frazer Commission- Police commission recommended the 
establishment of CID in the provinces and central intelligence 

at the centre. 

  Raleigh Commission-Educational commission 
  MacDonell Commission- Famine commission 

  Robertson Commission- Irrigation commission 
  Flag Waving Mission- to Persian Gulf 

  Young Husban Mission- Tibet 
  Louis Dane Mission- Kabul 

North West Frontier Province was created in 1900. 
Punjab land alienation act was passed in 1901. 

Lord Minto-II 
  Father of civil services in India 

  On 16th Oct 1906 Partition of Bengal came into force. 

  Anti-partition and Swadeshi movements. 

  Foundation of Muslim League in 1906. 
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  Morley-Minto Reforms in 1909 increased the number of elected 

members in the central and provincial legislatures, also introduced 

the system of communal electorates. 

  In 1906 Foundation stone of Victoria Memorial Hall laid at 

Calcutta. 

  In Oct 1906 Arundel Committee on political reforms submitted 

its report. 

  In 1906 Lord Minto received the Muslim deportation headed by 

Aga Khan. 

  In 1907 Indian Decentralization Committee was appointed 

under Sir Charles Hobhouse. 

  On May 11 1907 the Seditious Meeting Act was passed. 

  On June 8th 1908 , Explosives Substances Act and Newspaper 

Act were passed. 

  In 1910 Press Act was passed. 

  In 1910 Depart of Education under the separate member of the 

Viceroy’s Executive Council was established. 

  Sir John Strachey the finance member of the viceroy council 

tried to equalize the rates of salt duties in the British provinces. 

  The famine of 1876-1878. 

  The British parliament passed the Royal Titles Act investing 

Queen Victoria with the title of Kaiser-i-hind or Queen Empress of 

India. 

  Introduced the gold standard into the monetary system. 
 
 

Lord Hardinge II (1910-1916) 

 Capital shifted to Delhi and Delhi Darbar on 12th December 1911. 
 Annulment of the Partition of Bengal in 1911.Creation of Bengal 

Presidency. 
 Foundation of Ghadar party in 1913,Hindu Mahasabha in 1915 by 

MM Malviya. 
 On 23rd December 1911 bomb thrown at Lord Harding 
 In 1912 Delhi was made a province. 
 Islington Commission on civil services was constituted in 1911. 
 In 1913 Indian Criminal Law Amendment was passed. 
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 In 1914 Forest Research Institute and College opened at Dehra 
Dun. 

 In 1914 Government Commercial Institute was founded. 

 In 1915 Indian independence committee formed in Germany. 
 In 1916 Saddler Committee on Universities appointed- BHU was 

founded. 
 In 1920 Women University was founded in Poona. 
 In 1916 Tilak founded Indian Home Rule League. 

Lord Chelmsford (1916- 1921) 

 In 1916 Home Rule League was formally inaugurated by Annie 
Besant. 

 Congress –League pact in 1916 Lucknow Session. 
 In 1917 Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute Poona was 

founded. 
 In 1917 Austen Chamberlain resigns and succeeded by Montagu 

as secretary of 
 State for India. 
 In 1917 J.C Bose founded Bose Research Institute. 
 Rowlett Committee appointed and submitted its report in April 

1918. 
 Lahore High Court was founded in 1919. 
 In 1919 Third Afghan War started. 
 In 1919 Treaty of Peace signed with Afghanistan at Rawalpindi. 
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Lord Reading (1921-1925) 
 

 

  Vishwabharti University was started by Rabindranath 
Tagore. 

  In 1923 Civil Marriage Bill was passed. 
  In 1924 Lee Commission on civil services submitted its 

report. 
  In 1925 Devdasi system was abolished by an Act. 

  On 22nd August 1925 V.J Patel elected the first Indian 
President of the Legislative Assembly. 

  Chauri Chaura incident on 5th Feb 1921,Moplah 
Rebellion. 

  Gaya session of Congress in 1922. 
  Formation of Swaraj Party. 

  Beginning of Indinazation of the officer’s cadre of the 
Indian army. 

  Skeen Committee or Indian Sandhurst Committee on Army 
reforms in 1925. 

  Young Hilton Committee on currency in 1926. 
  Holding of simultaneous exams for ICS from 1923 both in 

Delhi and London. 
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Lord Irwin (1926-1931) 

 In 1926 Indian school of mines opened at Dhanbad. 
 Royal Commission on Agriculture was constituted in 1927. 
 In 1928 Simon Commission arrives in Bombay. 
 In 1929 Imperial Council of Agricultural Research set up. 
 In 1929 Jinnah formulated 14 points. 
 On 8th April 1929 Bhagat Singh and Batukeshvar Datta drop 

bombs in the Legislative Assembly. 
 On 29th October 1929, Lord Irwin announced that the goal of the 

British policy was the attainment of Dominion Status by India. 
 On 12th March 1930, Gandhiji started his Dandi March. 
 In 1930 Chittagong Armoury was raided. 
 In 1930 Simon Commission report was published. 
 The first round table conference inaugurated by George V and 

continued upto 19th jan 1931. 

 Gandhi-Irwin talks begin and concluded on 5th March. 
 In 1931 Gandhiji left for London to participate in the IInd Round 

Table Conference. 
 Poorna Swaraj Declaration in 1929 Lahore Session. 
 Royal Commission on Labour in 1929 under John Henry Whitley. 

 

Lord Willingdon (1931-34) 
 

 

  1st December 1931 Ramsay Macdonald announces the 
decision to constitute NWFP into a governor’s province and 

Sindh was made a separate province. 
  In 1932 Poona Pact was signed between Gandhiji and 

Ambedkar. 
  7th November to 24th December 1932 the Third Round 

Table Conference took place. 
  Government of India Act signed in 1935. 

  Orissa,Sindh and Bihar were made new states in 1935. 
  Foundation of Congress Socialist Party by Acharya 

Narendra Dev and Jai Prakash Narayan. 
  Formation of All India Kisan Sabha in 1936. 
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  Gandhiji starts Harijan Seva in 1934. 

  Sir John Strachey the finance member of the viceroy 
council tried to equalize the rates of salt duties in the British 

provinces. 
  The famine of 1876-1878. 

  The British parliament passed the Royal Titles Act 
investing Queen Victoria with the title of Kaiser-i-hind or 

Queen Empress of India. 
  Introduced the gold standard into the monetary system. 

 
 

 

Lord Linlithgow (1934-35and 1936-1937, 
1938-1943) 

 The longest serving viceroy of India. 
 First general elections were held in 1937.Formation of Congress 

ministry. Resignation of the Congress ministries after the outbreak 
of the World War II. 

 Subhas Chandra Bose resigned from Congress membership and 
formed the Forward Block in 1939.Escape of Bose from India and 
organization of Indian National Army. 

 In 1934 India Government Bill was introduced in the Parliament 
and on 2nd August 1935 passed by the British parliament and on 
4th August 1935 got royal assent. 

 In June 1937, A Abbott and S.H Wood submit their report on 
technical education in India. 

 In Oct 1937, Gandhiji formulated Wardha Educational Scheme. 
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 In August 1940 Congress rejected August offer. 

 Individual Civil Disobedience Movement started in 1940. 
 In 1942 –Cripps Mission arrived in India offering Dominion Status 

to India and setting up of a Constituent Assembly and in 
 April 1942 C.Rajagopalachari formula was proposed. 
 In August 1942 Congress session started in Bombay and on 11 

August the Quit India Movement started. 
 Divide and Quit slogan at the Karachi Session (1944) of the 

Muslim league. 

 
 

Lord Wavell (1943- 1947) 
 

 

  Visit of King George V. 
  Shimla Conference begins on 25th June 1945. 

  In January 1946 Wavell introduced Government’s 
intention to set up an Executive Council of political leaders. 

  In February 1946 Mutiny of the Indian Naval in Bombay. 
  In March 1946 Attlee announces the Cabinet Mission and 

it arrives in Delhi on 24th March 1946. 
  On 6th August 1946, Wavell invites Nehru to form an 

Interim Government. 
  On 16th August 1946, Muslim League begins the Direct 

Action Day. 
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  On 5th January 1947, All India Congress Committee 

accepts Provincial Grouping under the Cabinet Mission Plan. 
  On 20th February 1947,Attlee announces end of British 

rule in India. 
    Sir John Strachey the finance member of the viceroy 

council tried to equalize the rates of salt duties in the British 
provinces. 

  The famine of 1876-1878. 
  The British parliament passed the Royal Titles Act 

investing Queen Victoria with the title of Kaiser-i-hind or 
Queen Empress of India. 

  Introduced the gold standard into the monetary system. 
 

 

Lord Mountbatten (1947-48) 

 Sworn in as viceroy on 24th March 1947. 
 On 2nd June 1947 Mountbatten Plan was announced. 
 On 4th June 1947 Mountbatten announced transfer on power on 

15th August. 
 On 4th July 1947 India Independence Bill was introduced in the 

House of Commons. 
 On 6th July referendum took place in NWFP boycotted by Abdul 

Ghaffar Khan. 
 On 11th August 1947, Constituent Assembly of Pakistan meets 

and elects Jinnah as President. 
 On 15th August 1947 India became independent. 
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C Rajagopalachari (1948-50) 

Last Governor-general of India. 

Carnatic Wars 

The French and the English Companies fought the three Carnatic 
Wars in the Deccan. These wars sealed the fate of the French in the 
Deccan. 

First Carnatic War(1749-54) 

The First Carnatic War was the extension of the Anglo- French War 

in Europe. The Austrian Wars of Succession broke out in 1740 as a 

result hostilities also broke out in India in 1746.The English navy 

under Barnett took the offensive when it captured some French 

ships.Dupleix the French Governor General of Pondicherry sent an 

urgent appeal for help to La Bourdonnais the French governor of 

Mauritus.The result was that La Bourdonnais hastened to India 

with a fleet and reached the Coromondal Coast in 1746.The French 

and British squadrons faced each other for some time but the 

English squadrons left for Ceylon after some time. Dupleix asked La 

Bourdonnais to siege Madras. 

In the ensuing battle the English fleet was defeated and Madras was 

captured by the French. The First Carnatic War is memorable for 

the battle of St Thome fought between the French and the Indian 

forces of Anwaruddin and the Nawab of Carnatic.The French won 

the battle with their superior general ship of Dupleix. The First 

Carnatic War came to an end with the end of hostilities in Europe. 

The treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle brought the Austrian war of succession 

to an end. Under the terms of the treaty Madras was handed back 

to the English. Dupleix had proved his superiority in skill and 

diplomacy. The English had failed to defend Madras and 

unsuccessfully conducted the land cum sea operations against 

Pondicherry. This war had adequately brought out the importance 
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of naval power as an important factor in Anglo-French conflict in 

the Deccan. 

Second Carnatic War(1749-54) 

French Governor Dupleix began to increase his power by interfering 
in local dynastic politics in South India. He got the opportunity in 
the dynastic disputes in Hyderabad and Carnatic.The establishment 
of Chanda Sahib an ally of French on the throne of Carnatic was 
bound to have adverse effect on English trade since the hinterland 
of Madras would be in the hands of their enemies. Governor Saunder 
sent Robert Clive with 200 European and 300 Indian soldiers to 
capture the capital of Carnatic, Arcot. 

Chanda Sahib sent about half of his army under his son Raja Sahib 
to take back Arcot and Clive was besieged there. The timely arrival 
of Muran Rao a Maratha Chief enabled Clive to defeat Chanda Sahib. 
Chanda Sahib was forced to raise the siege of Trichinapally. 

He was put to death by Raja of Tanjore. Thus Mohammad Ali became 
the nawab of Carnatic. Dupleix tried to recover his position but 
couldn’t do anything. He was recalled in 1754. Thus the French 
disaster at Trinchinapally sealed the fate of Dupleix. In 1754 
Godeheu replaced him as the governor general. He began the 
negotiations for peaceful relations with the English and ended 
warfare with them in 1754 and signed the Treaty of Pondicherry. 
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Treaty of Pondicherry 

1. Both the companies promised that they would not interfere in 
the internal matters of the Indian rulers. 

 

 

2. Bussy’s stay at Hyderabad was accepted by both the sides. 

 

 

3. Both the companies promised to give up all the posts and 
privileges granted to them by the Indian rulers. 

 

 

4. Both the parties returned the conquered parts of each other 
and they were left with those portions alone which were with 
them before the beginning of the hostilities. 

 

 

5. It was also agreed between the companies that this treaty 
might be considered temporary until approved by their 
respective governments at home. 

The third Anglo-French conflict proved to be decisive. The French 
factories in India were restored but they could no longer be fortified 
or even garrisoned with troops. They could serve only as centres of 
trade and now the French lived in India under British protection. 
The English ruled the Indian sea. Freed of all European rivals they 
could now set about the task of conquering India. 

Third Carnatic War(1758-63) 

The peace between the French and the English in India proved to be 
short lived. In 1756 there broke out Seven Years War in Europe and 
before long the two nations began to fight in India also. 
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The French govt sent a powerful army under the command of Count 
de Lally to fight the British in India. He captured Fort St George and 
decided to attack Madras. But he failed in his attempt. He was 
forced to retire to Pondicherry and was defeated by Sir Eyre Coote 
in the battle of Wandiwash in 1760.This battle sealed the fate of the 
French.Bussy was taken prisoner.Mahi and Jinji were lost by the 
French in quick succession. The French lost all their possessions in 
India. The war ended in 1763 with the signing of the Treaty of Paris. 

The third Anglo-French conflict proved to be decisive. The French 
factories in India were restored but they could no longer be fortified 
or even garrisoned with troops. They could serve only as centres of 
trade and now the French lived in India under British protection. 
The English ruled the Indian sea. Freed of all European rivals they 
could now set about the task of conquering India. 

Press under British Rule 

In 1550 first press was established by Portuguese. In 1780 James 
Augustus Hicky started the first newspaper weekly in India called 
Bengal Gazette .This paper attacked both Warren Hastings and 
Chief Justice E Impey.In 1785 Madras Courier Weekly was started. 
In 1790 Bombay Courier and in 1791 Bombay Gazette merged with 
Bombay Herald in 1792. 

In 1818 Digdarshan was started as the first Bengali weekly by 
Marshman from Srirampore.On December 4th 1821 Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy started Samvad Kaumudi.In 1822 he published a weekly 
Mirat-ul-Akbar in Persian language. In 1837 Syed-ul-Akbhar a 
weekly in Urdu was published. In 1838 Dilli Akbhar was published. 
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In 1840 Hindu Patriot was started by Harishchandra Mukherjee. In 
1851 Gujarati fortnightly Rust Goftar was started by Dadabhai 
Naroji.In 1862 Indian Mirror was started .Initially the editor was 
Devendranath Tagore followed by Keshavchandra Sen and 
Narendranath Sen.On 28th September 1861 Bombay Times, 
Bombay Standard, Bombay Courier and The Telegraph merged 
together to form Times of India. Its editor was Robert Knight. It was 
established by Carey, Ward and marshman in 1818.Initially it was 
monthly but latter changed to weekly. In 1875 Statesman was 
started by Robert Knight. In 1890 Statesman and Friend of India 
merged to become Statesman. In 1865 Pioneer was started from 
Allahabad.On 20th September 1878, Hindu was started from 
Madras by G.Subramanium Aiyar as a weekly.later it was made 
triweekly in Oct 1883 when Kusturiangar became its editor. In 1889 
it was made a daily.On 2nd January 1881 Kesari and Mahratta was 
started by Lokmanya Tilak and Kelkar. 

Censor Act 1799 by Lord Wellesley 
Every newspaper should print the names of printer, editor and 
proprietor. Before printing any material it should be submitted to 
the secretary of Censorship. This Act was abolished by Hastings. 

Licensing regulation Act 1823 by John Adam 
Every publisher should get a license from the government, 
defaulters would be fined Rs 400 and the press would be ceased by 
the government. Government has right to cancel the license. Charles 
Metcalf abolished the Act. 

Vernacular Press Act IX 1878 

Vernacular press criticized British rule. Therefore British Govt came 
down heavily on vernacular press. Magistrates were authorised to 
ask any publisher of newspaper to give assurance of not publishing 
anything threatening peace and security. Fixed amount to be paid 
for security guarantee. The magistrate’s decision was final in any 
dispute. This law was not applicable to English Press. It was 
repealed by Lord Ripon in 1882. 

Newspaper Act 1908 
Magistrate had the power to confiscate the assets of the press. 
Against this confiscation one can appeal to High Court in 15 days. 
Under this Act as many as 7 presses were forfeited. 
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Press Regulating Act 1942 
Registration of journalists was made mandatory. Limitations were 
imposed on the messages regarding civil disturbances. Prohibition 
of news was imposed regarding acts of sabotage. Limitations on 
headlines and space given to news on disturbances. Limitations on 
headlines and space given to news on disturbances.Govt had the 
authority on arbitrary censorship. 

From Social religious reform movements 
19th century 

Many Indians realized that the reform of social institutions and 
religious outlook of people was a necessary pre-condition for the 
growth of national unity. Through successive movements they 
carried forward the pioneering work started by few enlightened 
Indians. This was a difficult task as orthodox elements formed large 
and strong groups in the country. During the second half of 19th 
century only two important laws were passed by the British 
government. One of these passed in 1872 sanctioned inter-caste and 
inter-communal marriages. The other passed in 1891 aimed to 
discourage child marriage. 

Brahmo Samaj 

Ram Mohan Roy regarded as modern India’s first reformer and 
central figure in the cultural awakening. He sought inspiration from 
the modern sciences of the west as well as from the ancient 
knowledge of India. In 1809 he wrote in Persian his famous work 
Gift to Monotheism based on the principle of one supreme God. He 
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was convinced that to cure Hindu religion of its evils it was 
necessary to bring to the public knowledge the truth stated in the 
original Shastras.For this purpose he published the Bengali 
translation of the Vedas and the Upanishads and demonstrated to 
the people that these texts preached only one God and idol worship 
had no place there. In 1828 a new society called Brahmo Samaj was 
started which discarded idol worship, caste divisions and other 
many meaningless rites and rituals.Rammohan Roy fought against 
all kinds of social evils. He also demanded that women be given the 
right of inheritance and property. He also advocated English 
language. Later on Samaj expanded throughout the country. 

Young Bengal Movement 

A radical trend arose among the Bengal intellectuals during 1802-
30. The leader and inspirer was the young Anglo Indian Henry 
Vivian Derozio who taught at Hindu College from 1826-1831. 
Derozio promoted radical ideas through his class lectures and by 
organizing student societies for debates and discussions on various 
subjects. His students collectively called the Young Bengal ridiculed 
all kinds of old traditions defied social and religious conventions 
and demanded freedom of thought and expression and education for 
women. 

Prathana Samaj 

The Brahmo ideas spread in Maharashtra where the Paramhansa 
Sabha was founded in 1849.In 1867 the Prathana Samaj was 
established by Keshab Chandra Sen in Bombay. Its followers never 
looked upon themselves as adherents of a new religion or of a new 
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sect outside and alongside of the general Hindu body but simply as 
a movement within it. They emphasized on the worship of one God, 
social reform and upon works rather than faith. Their approach was 
not confrontation with Hindu orthodoxy but they relied on education 
and persuasion. The prominent leaders of the Samaj were Justice 
Mahadev Govind Ranade, R.G Bhandarkar and N.G Chandavarkar. 

In the field of social reform the focus was on four objects 

 Disapproval of caste system 
 Raising the age of Marriage for both men and women 
 Widow remarriage 
 Women education 

Caste system was under attack. It was seen as a divisive factor 
weakening the bonds of humanity and deterring the growth of caste 
consciousness in India. It was viewed as a contributory factor in 
causing social stagnation and retardation of progress. Denouncing 
the Brahmin dominance Chandavarkar advocated the upliftment of 
the lower castes and depressed castes. Religious reform was taken 
to be the precondition of progress and enduring social change. 
Chandavarkar held that the material life and religious life were the 
two interrelated aspects of the same existence and a healthy social 
growth was not possible if it was not counter balanced by an 
enlightened religion. These reformers believed in an organic 
connection between religion and social life and advocated the 
renovation in the entire society 

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 

Ishwar Chandra Vidya Sagar made important contribution towards 
making of modern India. He was a great educationist and a social 
reformer. He became the principal of Sanskrit College in 1851. He 
promoted vernacular languages and advocated the education of 
girls. He set up 35 schools in different parts of India. He opposed 
child marriage and polygamy and laid great stress on women 
education and upliftment. 

He worked hard to improve the social status of the widow and 
advocated widow remarriage. In 1855 he even published an article 
describing their social condition. The success of his countrywide 
movement for widow remarriage was seen in the enactment of law 
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in 1856 that legalized remarriage of the widows. The first widow 
remarriage under this law was organized under his supervision. 
Nearly 25 widow remarriages were performed between 1856 and 
1860.He also established Bethune School in 1849 in Calcutta for 
women. 

Veda Samaj And Prarthana Samaj 

Formed along the lines of the Brahmo Samaj, the Veda Samaj of 

Madras and the Prathana Samaj of Bombay were founded in 1864 

and 1866 respectively. An educated middle class had arisen there 

too and it sought the reform of society and religion. The real force 

behind the Veda Samaj was K Sridharalu Naidu and behind 

Prathana Samaj, M.G Ranade and R Bhandarkar.The Prathana 

Samaj emphasized more on social reforms. 

Prathana Samaj 

The Brahmo ideas spread in Maharashtra where the Paramhansa 

Sabha was founded in 1849.In 1867 the Prathana Samaj was 

established by Keshab Chandra Sen in Bombay. Its followers never 

looked upon themselves as adherents of a new religion or of a new 

sect outside and alongside of the general Hindu body but simply as 

a movement within it. They emphasized on the worship of one God, 

social reform and upon works rather than faith. Their approach was 

not confrontation with Hindu orthodoxy but they relied on education 
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and persuasion. The prominent leaders of the Samaj were Justice 

Mahadev Govind Ranade, R.G Bhandarkar and N.G Chandavarkar. 

In the field of social reform the focus was on four objects 

 Disapproval of caste system 

 Raising the age of Marriage for both men and women 

 Widow remarriage 

 Women education 

Caste system was under attack. It was seen as a divisive factor 

weakening the bonds of humanity and deterring the growth of caste 

consciousness in India. It was viewed as a contributory factor in 

causing social stagnation and retardation of progress. Denouncing 

the Brahmin dominance Chandavarkar advocated the upliftment of 

the lower castes and depressed castes. Religious reform was taken 

to be the precondition of progress and enduring social change. 

Chandavarkar held that the material life and religious life were the 

two interrelated aspects of the same existence and a healthy social 

growth was not possible if it was not counter balanced by an 

enlightened religion. These reformers believed in an organic 

connection between religion and social life and advocated the 

renovation in the entire society. 
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Ramakrishna And Vivekananda 

Ramakrishna Paramhansa, a priest at a temple in Dakshineshwar 
near Calcutta emphasized that there are many roads to God and 
salvation and that service of man was service of God, for man was 
the embodiment of God. His great disciple, Swami Vivekananda 
popularized his religious message. However he also called for social 
action to remove poverty. In 1896 Vivekananda founded the 
Ramakrishna Mission to carry on humanitarian relief and social 
work. The mission had many branches in different parts of the 
country. Vivekananda condemned the caste system and the current 
Hindu emphasis on rituals, ceremonies and superstitions and urged 
the people to imbibe the spirit of liberty, equality and free thinking. 

Arya Samaj 

The Arya Samaj founded in 1875 by Swami Dayanand Saraswati 
undertook the task of reforming Hindu religion in north India. 
Swami Dayanand believed that there was only one God who was to 
be worshipped not in the form of images but as a spirit. He held the 
Vedas to be infallible and the fountain of all knowledge. Dayanand 
preached and wrote in Hindi. The Sayarth Prakash was his most 
important book. The Arya Samaj made rapid progress in Central 
India, Rajasthan, and Gujarat and particularly in Punjab where it 
became a very important social and political force. The members of 
Arya Samaj were guided by ten principles of which the first one was 
studying the Vedas. The rest were tenets of virtue and morality. 
Dayanand framed for his disciples a code of social conduct in which 
there was no room for caste distinctions and social inequality. The 
Arya Samajis opposed child marriage and encouraged remarriage of 
widows. A network of schools and colleges was established 
throughout northern India to promote the objects of Arya Samaj.The 
Dayanand Anglo-Vedic School of Lahore which soon developed into 
a premier college of Punjab set the pattern for such institutions. 
Dayanand’s emphasis on the super natural and infallible character 
of the Vedas seems to have risen from his ardent desire to give 
Hinduism a definite creed and equip it with a militant character. 
Similar in nature was his mover for the reconversion of those Hindus 
who had been converted. For this purpose a purificatory ceremony 
called Shuddhi was prescribed. 
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Theosophical Society 

The society was founded in United States by Madame Blavatsky and 
Colonel Olcott who later came to India and founded the 
headquarters at Adyar in Madras in 1886.The Theosophical 
movement grew in India as a result of the leadership given to it by 
Mrs Annie Besant who had come to India in 1893.As religious 
revivalists the theosophists were not very successful. But as a 
movement led by westerners who glorified Indian religion and 
philosophical tradition, it helped Indians recover their self –
confidence. One of Mrs Besant’s many achievements in India was 
the establishment of the Central Hindu School at Benaras which 
was later developed by Madan Mohan Malaviya into Benaras Hindu 
University. 

Sayyid Ahmad Khan and the Aligarh 

Movement 

Movements for religious reform were late in emerging among 
Muslims. The Muslim upper classes had tended to avoid contact 
with western education and culture and it was mainly after 1857 
that modern ideas of religious reform began to appear. A beginning 
in this direction was made when the Muhammaden Literary Society 
was founded at Calcutta in 1863 by Nawab Abdul Latif.It also 
encouraged upper and middle class Muslims to take western 
education. The most important reformer among the Muslims was Sir 
Sayyid Ahmad Khan .he appealed to his people to return to the 
original Islamic principle of purity and simplicity. He declared that 
the Quran alone was the authoritative work for Islam and all other 
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Islamic writing was secondary. He advocated English education for 
the regeneration of Muslims in India. He started building new 
schools and founded an association called the Scientific Society in 
1864.The society published urdu translations of English books on 
scientific and other subjects and an English-Urdu journal for 
spreading liberal ideas on social reforms. His greatest achievement 
was the foundation of the Mohammadan Anglo-Oriental College at 
Aligarh in 1875.It mainly provided for education in the humanities 
and sciences through English medium. He was opposed to the 
participation of Muslims of Muslims in the activities of Indian 
National Congress. He wanted more time for the Muslims to organize 
and consolidate their position through good relations with British 
rulers. Besides introducing modern education among the Muslims 
Sayyid Ahmad Khan advocated the removal of many social 
prejudices that kept the community backward. 

Cultural awakening 

The new awareness was reflected in the literature both in the 
content and style. An easy prose style developed and became the 
medium of expression for various literary forms. Scholars like 
William Carey, Gilchrist and Caldwell contributed a great deal in the 
preparation of grammar and compilation of dictionaries in modern 
Indian languages. The theme of the new literature was 
predominantly humanistic. It stressed the freedom of man and 
equality of all. The distinctive work of poet Rabindranath Tagore won 
him the noble prize. The works of other literary figures like 
Bhartendu Harish Chandra, Prem Chand and Mohammad Iqbal 
were also highly acclaimed. 

From Swaraj to Complete Independence 
 

Gandhiji’s contribution to 

nationalist movement 
The nationalist movement grew into a wide spread mass anti-imperialist 

movement at the end of the First World War. Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
came into prominence at this time and became the undisputed leader of the 
nationalist movement. Powerful mass movements were launched under his 

leadership. These involved defiance of laws, peaceful demonstrations, boycott of 
educational institutions, boycott of courts, boycott of educational institutions, 

http://www.educatererindia.com/


GAUTAM SINGH                         UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – INDIAN HISTORY 0 7830294949 

THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com  

 

picketing of shops selling liquor and foreign goods, nonpayment of taxes and the 
closing of vital business. These non-violent but revolutionary methods influenced 

millions of people belonging to all sections of society and infused in them bravery 
and self-confidence. Millions now braved the repression resorted by the govt boldly 

courted imprisonment and faced lathicharges and firings.Gandhiji lived the simple 
life of an ascetic and talked to the people in a language they could understand. He 
came to be known to the people as Mahatma Gandhi. 

 

 
Gandhiji made social report a part of the programme of the nationalist movement. 
His greatest achievement in the field of social reform was the campaign against 
inhuman institution of untouchability which had degraded millions of Indians. His 

other achievement was in the field of cottage industries. He saw in the charkha, 
the spinning wheel, the salvation of the village people and its promotion became 
part of the congress programme.In addition to infusing people with the spirit of 

nationalism it provided employment to millions and created a large group of people 
who were ready to throw themselves into the struggle and court imprisonment. 

The charkha became so important that it eventually became a part of the flag of 
the Indian National Congress. 

Gandhiji devoted himself to the cause of Hindu-Muslim unity .He regarded 
communalism as anti-national and inhuman. Under his leadership the unity of 

the nationalist movement was secured and the people worked hard for 
independence. 

Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms 
The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms which became the Government of India Act in 
1919 clearly defined the jurisdiction of the central and provincial governments. 

The central legislature now consisted of two houses with elected majorities. The 
franchise was limited and the legislature had no real powers. In the provinces a 
system called diarchy was introduced .There were elected majorities in the 

legislative councils, the franchise being based on property qualifications and 
communal electorates. There were certain provincial subjects who were under the 

jurisdiction of the legislative councils but the governors had wide powers of 
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interference and the legislatures were powerless. The reforms introduced were 
condemned both by the Congress and the League. The reforms further angered the 
masses and were condemned as unsatisfactory. 

 

 

Rowlatt Act 
In 1919 the Rowlatt Act was passed in spite of being opposed by all Indian 

members of the legislative council. The Act authorized the government to imprison 
people without trial. Three Indian members –Madan Mohan Malviya,Mohammad 

Ali Jinnah and Mazharul Haque resigned from the council in protest. The Rowlatt 
Act aroused a wave of popular indignation and led to the massacre at Jallianwala 
Bagh. All the repressive measures only added fuel to the fire of nationalism. 

 

Jallianwala Bagh Massacre 
The Rowlatt Act came into effect in March 1919.Voices from all over the country 

swelled the protest. On 6 April there were strikes, hartals and demonstrations at 
many places. In Punjab the protest movement was particularly strong. The 
government resorted to lathicharge and firing in many places. On 10 April two 

outstanding leaders of the Congress Dr Satya Pal and Dr Saifuddin Kitchlew were 
arrested and taken to an unknown place. 

 

 
To protest against the arrests a public meeting was held on 13 April in Jallianwala 

Bagh a small park enclosed by buildings on all sides, in Amritsar.General Dyer 
with his British troops entered the park closed the only exit and without giving 
any warning ordered the troops to fire. The meeting had been peaceful and there 

had been no provocation. Among those who had come to the meeting were women, 
children and old persons. The firing lasted about 10 minutes killing 1000 people 

and leaving 2000 wounded. The monstrous act provoked unparalleled indignation 
throughout the country. Martial law was declared through out Punjab and reign of 
terror unleashed. 

Khilafat Movement 
The Khilafat movement was organized by the famous Ali brothers, Mohammad Ali 
and Shuakat Ali and others in protest against the injustice done to Turkey after 
the war. It became a part of the Indian nationalist movement. The Congress 

leaders joined in the Khilafat agitation and helped in organizing it throughout the 
country. 

Non – Cooperation Movement 
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In 1920 the Congress adopted the new programme of non-violent Non-Cooperation 
under the leadership of Gandhiji.The aims of the Non-Cooperation movement were 

to redress the wrongs done to Punjab and Turkey and the attainment of Swaraj.It 
was to proceed in stages beginning with the renunciation of titles to be followed by 

the boycott of the legislatures, law courts and educational institutions and the 
campaign of non payment of taxes. It was decided to organize a corps of 150,000 
volunteers to carry on the campaign of Non-Cooperation. The Non-Cooperation 

movement was a great success. In the elections to the legislatures about 2/3 of 
voters did not vote. Educational institutions were deserted. A new programme of 
national education was started. Institutions such as Jamia Milia and Kashi Vidya 

Peeth were established. Many Indians resigned their govt jobs. Foreign clothes 
were burnt in bonfires. There were strikes in all over the country. In Malabar the 

Moplah rebellion broke out. Thousands of persons enrolled themselves as 
volunteers. 

 

 
In the midst of the movement the Prince of Wales arrived in India. On the day of 

his arrival he was greeted by general strikes and demonstrations. At many places 
police resorted to firing at the demonstrators. The repression continued and by the 
end of the year all the top leaders were arrested. By the beginning of 1922 about 

30,000 persons were in jail.Early in Feb 1922 Gandhiji decided to launch a no-tax 
campaign in Bardoli district in Gujarat. However in Chauri Chaura people turned 

violent and set fire to a police station causing the death of 22 policemen. When the 
news reached Gandhiji, he decided to call off the Non Cooperation movement. The 
working committee of the Congress met on 12 Feb 1922 and decided to 

concentrate on the popularization of charkha, promotion of Hindu-Muslim unity 
and combating of untouchability 

 

Civil Disobedience Movement 
The Congress adopted the slogan of complete independence and a mighty 

movement known as Civil Disobedience movement was launched to achieve it. The 
nationalist movement now assumed a wider character and adopted a 
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comprehensive programme for the social and economic reconstruction of Indian 
society once independence was attained. Thus the struggle for political 

independence became a prerequisite for the reconstruction of Indian society. At 
the Congress session at Madras in December 1927 a resolution calling for 

Complete Independence was passed. This was the first time that a resolution 
demanding complete independence had been passed by the Congress. The Civil 
Disobedience Movement began with Dandi March.Gandhiji along with 78 of his 

followers started from his ashram at Sabarmati on a march to Dandi on the sea 
coast on foot and broke the law by making salt. As soon as the Civil Disobedience 
Movement started all the important leaders including Gandhiji and Jawaharlal 

Nehru were arrested. By the beginning of 1931 90,000 persons were in jail and 67 
papers had been banned. In April and May 1930, at Peshawar Indian soldiers 

refused to open fire on the demonstrators when ordered to do so. In Solapur, 
martial law had to be imposed to suppress the mass upsurge. In Chittagong the 
revolutionaries captured the armory and there was a pitched battle between the 
government troops and the revolutionaries. 

 

 
The Civil Disobedience movement which was suspended after Gandhi-Irwin Pact 
was revived on Gandhiji’s return from the Round Table Conference in London 

when Lord Willingdon even refused to meet Gandhiji.The repression of the 
government was more severe than it had been before. By April 1933, about 

120,000 persons had been imprisoned. In May 1934 the entire Civil Disobedience 
movement was called off. The Civil Disobedience movement had involved millions 
of people, young and old, men and women, people belonging to all religions and 
communities. 

Simon Commission 

Lord Birkenhead, Secretary of State for India announced the 
appointment of a statutory commission under the chairmanship of 
Sir John Simon on 8th November 1927.Simon Commission was 
officially known as Indian Statutory Commission. All the seven 
members of the commission were Englishmen who were the 
members of British Parliament. The commission was appointed to 
review the performance of reform of 1919 and suggested further 
reforms. The Congress at its Madras Session held in December 1927 
resolved to boycott the commission. The Commission paid two visits 
to India (February – March 1928 and April 1929) each time it faced 
boycott. The report of Simon Commission omitted any mention of 
Dominion Status even as a distant goal and rejected all ideas of 
transfer of power at the center. The proposals of Simon Commission 
were completely rejected by the major political parties in the country 
including the Muslim League. 
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Nehru Report 

In response to the appointment of Simon Commission and the 
challenge given by Lord Birkenhead, Secretary of State for India, the 
All Parties Conference was called at Delhi on 12th February 1928. 
It was presided by MA Ansari. In May the All Parties Conference 
appointed a committee with Motilal Nehru as its chairman. The 
purpose was to consider and determine the principles of the 
constitution for India. The committee consisted of Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru, Sir Ali Imam, MS Aney, Mangal Singh, Shoaib Qureshi, GR 
Pradhan, NM Joshi, MR Jayakar and Subhash Chandra Bose. The 
main recommendations of the report included that India must be 
given dominion status which meant independence within the British 
Commonwealth. India would be a federation having a bicameral 
legislature at the center to which the ministry would be responsible. 
The Governor General would be only the constitutional head with 
the same powers as the British crown. There was no provision for 
separate electorate. Citizenship was also defined and fundamental 
rights were enunciated. The Annual Session of the INC held in 
Calcutta in December 1928 approved the Nehru report and also 
served an ultimatum to the British government to accept the Nehru 
Report failing which the party would launch another mass 
movement with goal of Poorna Swarajya. The open session of the 
Muslim League meeting at Delhi on 28th March 1929 rejected the 
Nehru Report and accepted Jinnah’s fourteen points. 

Jinnah’s Fourteen Points 

Jinnah in Delhi announced the Fourteen Points on 28th March 1929 
at a meeting of Muslim League. It did not accept the Nehru report 
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on the ground that it discarded separate electorates and other 
demands of minorities and presented his Fourteen Points. 
1. The form of the future constitution of India should be federal with 
residuary powers vested in the provinces. 
2. A uniform measure of autonomy should be granted to all 
provinces. 
3. All legislatures and other elected bodies should be constituted on 
the definite principle of adequate and effective representation of 
minorities. 
4. In the central legislature Muslim representation should not be 
less than 1/3. 
5. Representation of communal groups should continue to be by 
separate electorates as at present provided that it should be open to 
any community at any time to abandon its separate electorate in 
favor of joint electorate. 
6. Any territorial redistribution should not affect the Muslim 
majority in Punjab, Bengal and the NWFP. 
7. Full liberty of belief, worship and observance propaganda, 
association and education should be guaranteed to all communities. 
8. No bill or resolution or any party should be passed in any 
legislature or any other elected body if three-fourths of the members 
of any community in that body opposed it as being injurious to the 
interests of that community. 
9. Sind should be separated from the Bombay Presidency. 
10. Reforms should be introduced in the NWFP and Baluchistan on 
the same footing as in other provinces. 
11. Adequate share for Muslims should be provided in the 
constitution in all services of the state subject to the requirements 
of efficiency. 
12. Adequate safeguards for the protection and promotion of Muslim 
culture, education, language, religion, personal laws and charitable 
institutions and for their due share in the grants-in-aid given by the 
state should be provided in the constitution. 
13. No cabinet either central or provincial should be formed without 
at least 1/3 of the ministers being Muslims. 
14. No changes should be made in the Constitution by the Central 
Legislature except with the concurrence of the state constituting the 
Indian federation. 
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Lahore Session of the Congress (1929 

December) 

The annual session of the Congress was held at Lahore 1929 where 
Jawaharlal Nehru was elected the president. The Lahore session of 
the Congress passed a series of landmark resolutions.  

 The Nehru Committee report had lapsed, as dominion status was 
not acceptable. 

 As per the Poorna Swaraj resolution passed at the Lahore 
Congress the word Swaraj in the Congress Constitution would 
mean complete independence. 

 All future elections were to be boycotted. 
 Round Table Conference decided to be held in London would be 

boycotted. 
 Civil Disobedience was to be launched. The Congress Working 

Committee allowed Gandhi to determine the time, place and issue 
on which movement was to be launched. Gandhi decided to launch 
the movement by violating the salt laws at the coast of Dandi, 
Gujarat. 

Dandi March (Salt Satyagraha) 

On 12th March 1930 Gandhi started the historic march from the 
Sabarmati Ashram with his followers. After 24 days long march he 
symbolically broke the Salt law at Dandi on 5th April 1930.The 
breaking of the Salt law formally started the Civil Disobedience 
movement. Soon the defiance of Salt law started all over the country. 
In Tamil Nadu C Rajagopalachari led a Salt March from Trichinopoly 
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to Vedaranniyam on the Tanjore coast. In Malabar K Kelappan 
walked from Calicut to Payyanur to break the Salt Law. In United 
Province and Gujarat no tax campaign was launched. The Bengal 
revolutionaries led a seize to the Chittagong armory. The Working 
Committee in May 1930 decided non payment of land revenue in 
ryotwari areas and non payment of Chaukidari tax in zamindari 
region and forest satyagraha. 

Meerut Conspiracy Case 
In March 1929, 31 labour leaders were arrested on the charge of conspiracy. The 
leaders included three Englishmen who had helped in the organization of the 
workers movement in India. They were taken to Meerut and were tried. The trial 

lasted for four years and is known as Meerut Conspiracy Case. Many defense 
committees were formed all over the country and even in England and other 

foreign countries. The nationalist leaders provided legal defense to the accused. 
Some of them were acquitted while others were convicted. The workers 
organizations had been growing and played an active part in the nationalist 

movement. The British government issued the Public Safety Ordinance in 1929 to 
remove from India persons it considered British and foreign communist agents. 

 

 
 

Lahore Conspiracy Case 
After the withdrawal of the Non-Cooperation movement there had been revival of 

revolutionary activities. Four revolutionaries including Ram Prasad Bismil and 
Ashfaqulla,belonging to the Hindustan Republican Association had been hanged 
after their trial under the Kakori Conspiracy case. In 1928 Chandra Shekar 

Azad,Bhagat Singh,Sukh Dev and others had founded a new revolutionary 
organization called the Hindustan Republican Socialist Association. On 8th April 

1929, Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt went to the Central Legislative 
Assembly and threw a bomb at government benches and raised slogans of Long 
live the Revolution. There were no casualties and probably none was 

intended.Bhagat Singh and Dutt surrendered and were taken into custody. Many 
other members of the association were arrested later and a bomb workshop 

unearthed. Except for Chandra Shekar Azad all the prominent members were 
arrested and charged with the murder of the Superintendent of Police of Lahore 
also.The prisoners were brutally treated in jail.Jatin Das died after a hunger strike 

lasting 64 days.Bhagat Singh,Rajguru and SukhDev were later sentenced to death. 
There execution led to massive protests all over the country. 

Gandhi-Irwin Pact 
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In 1931 Gandhiji and some other leaders were released from Jail. In March an 
agreement known as Gandhi-Irwin Pact was signed under which the Civil 

Disobedience Movement was called off. The government promised to release all the 
political prisoners except those charged with acts of violence. The Congress agreed 

to participate in the Second Round Table Conference which had been called to 
consider a scheme for a new constitution for India. 

Karachi Session 
In 1931, the Congress met at Karachi. It approved the Gandhi-Irwin Pact. The 

most significant contribution of the Karachi session was a resolution it passed on 
Fundamental Rights and Economic Policy. It outlined the plan for the 
reconstruction of Indian society after Independence and to furnish many aims and 

ideals for the Constitution of India and the social and economic policy of the 
Indian Republic. 

Government of India Act 1935 
The British government promulgated the Government of India Act on 2 August 

1935.This Act envisaged an All India Federation of British Indian Provinces and 
Indian states and the establishment of provincial autonomy in the federating 

provinces. At the centre a central legislative assembly and a council of states were 
to be formed. The Indian princes were to be given disproportionately high 
representation in the two houses at the centre. The provision regarding the 

formation of the federation never came into operation and the new constitution 
was introduced only in the provinces. 

 

Lucknow Session 
In April 1936 the Congress session was held at Lucknow under the President ship 

of Jawaharlal Nehru. The Congress in a resolution rejected the Government of 
India Act of 1935 and stated that the Constitution that had been imposed on India 
was against the declared will of the people. It reiterated its resolve regarding the 
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Constituent Assembly. Although the Congress condemned the Government of 
India Act, it decided to participate in the elections to the provincial legislatures 

which were to take place in 1937.The election manifesto of the Congress 
demanded the convening of a Constituent Assembly. It also advocated land 

reforms to save the peasants from ruthless exploitation, equal rights for men and 
women and improvement in the condition of workers. 

Elections for Constituent 

Assembly 
The elections were held in 1937 and about 15.5 million people cast their votes. 
Many parties including Congress and Muslim League participated in the elections. 

The Congress swept the polls in most part of the country. In 6 provinces it won an 
absolute majority and in 3 other provinces, it emerged as the single largest party. 

There were 482 seats reserved for Muslims. Of these Muslim League won only 
108.In 4 provinces, including the North –West it failed to secure even one seat. 

The nationalist movement under the leadership of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan 
secured significant victories. In July 1937 on the assurance of the Viceroy that the 

governors would not interfere in the administration; the Congress formed its 
ministries in 6 provinces –United Provinces, Central Provinces, Bihar, Orissa, 
Madras and Bombay. In the North-West Frontier Province and Assam, the 

Congress formed its ministries later and in Sind a ministry was formed with the 
support of the Congress. These ministries took some important steps immediately 

after coming to power. Political prisoners were released and bans on newspapers 
were lifted. Important steps were also taken in the field of education. 

Election of 1937 and Congress 
Ministries 

The Lucknow session of April 1936 presided by Jawaharlal Nehru 
Congress resolved to contest elections. Nehru in his presidential 
speech at the session advocated socialism and inducted 
Jayaprakash Narayan,Acharya Narendra Deo and Achyut 
Patwardhan in the Congress. During this session that the first 
meeting of the All India Kisan Sabha was held under the president 
ship of Swami Sahajanand Saraswati. The session passed some 
important resolutions such as the people of the princely state 
should have the same right of self determination as those of the rest 
of the India but the struggle for liberty was to be carried out by the 
people of the states themselves. The provincial units were asked to 
conduct agrarian enquiries. The elections to the provincial 
legislatures were held in January- February 1937.Congress won 715 
out of 836 seats. 
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In five provinces of Madras, United Provinces, Central Provinces, 
Bihar and Orissa it had a clear majority. In NWFP, Assam and 
Bombay Congress emerged as the single largest party. In Bengal, 
Punjab and Sind the Congress did not have the majority. The 
Congress could not do well in the election in the upper house, as 
the franchise was limited to the upper strata only. In July 1937 the 
Congress formed ministries in the United Provinces, Central 
Provinces, Orissa, Bihar, Madras and Bombay. Later Assam and 
NWFP also came under the Congress rule. In Punjab, the Unionist 
Party and the Muslim League formed a coalition government. 

Congress Ministries in Office (1937-

1939) 

In all the Congress remained in power in eight provinces for 28 
months. During this period it made efforts to work for the benefit of 
Indians. Efforts were made to protect the peasants from the 
moneylenders and to improve irrigation facilities. In the United 
Provinces and Bihar, Tenancy Bills were passed. The Congress 
Government in Bombay appointed Textile Enquiry Committee in 
1937 that recommended a wage increase and health and insurance 
cover to the worker. The Bombay ministry also introduced an 
Industrial Disputes Act in November 1938 based on the principles 
of arbitration to prevent strikes and lockouts. 

In the field of civil liberties all political prisoners were released and 
constructive programme undertaken. Education was promoted 
especially primary education through the introduction of basic 
education. Commercial and economic surveys and programmes for 
village industries were introduced. The Congress Government also 
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joined the efforts to develop planning through the National Planning 
Committee appointed in 1938 by the Congress President Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 

Cripps Mission 
In March 1942, Sir Stafford Cripps came to India to hold talks with the Indian 
leaders. However the talks broke down as the British were not willing to promise 

independence even after the II world war was over and rejected the Congress 
proposal for the formation of a national government during the war. After the 
failure of talks with Cripps the Congress prepared to launch the third mass 
movement against British rule. 

Quit India Movement 
In August 1942, Gandhiji gave the slogan ‘Quit India’. The Congress passed a 
resolution on 8 August 1942 which stated that the immediate ending of British 

rule in India was an urgent necessity both for the sake of India and the success of 
the United Nations. The Congress resolved to launch a mass civil disobedience 

struggle on the widest scale for the vindication of India’ right to freedom and 
independence if the British rule did not end immediately. The day after the 
resolution was passed, the Congress was banned and all the important leaders 

were arrested. The arrest of the nationalist leaders provoked a wave of indignation 
among the people. Quit India resounded throughout the country. There were 

spontaneous demonstrations at many places and people resorted to the use of 
violence to dislodge the foreign rule. The government used army and police to 
suppress the movement.Hunderds of persons were killed and over 70,000 arrested 

in less than 5 months. The struggles continued through out the period of the 
Second World War. 

Subhas Chandra Bose and INA 

http://www.educatererindia.com/


GAUTAM SINGH                         UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – INDIAN HISTORY 0 7830294949 

THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com  

 

In 1941, Subhas Chandra Bose had escaped from India and reached Germany. He 
carried on activities for India’s freedom from there and made broadcasts exhorting 

the people of India to over throw British rule. In July 1943 he came to 
Singapore.Ras Bihari Bose an Indian revolutionary who had escaped from India to 

Japan in 1915 had set up the Indian Independence League. After the Japanese 
had defeated British, the Indian National Army was organized from among the 
Indian soldiers who had taken prisoner by the Japanese.Subhas Chandra Bose 

took over the leadership of Indian Independence League and reorganized the 
Indian National Army to liberate India from British rule. On Oct 21 1943 he 
proclaimed the setting up of the Provincial Government of Free India .In 1944 

three units of INA along with the Japanese troops moved into Imphal-Kohima 
region of N-E India. The attack was repulsed. Even though the attempt to liberate 

India failed the activities of Subhas Chandra Bose and the INA served to 
strengthen the anti-imperialist struggle in India. 

 

 

Demand for Pakistan 
In 1940 at the Lahore session of the Muslim League, the demand for a separate 
state of Pakistan was made. It was based on the two-nation theory. The Muslim 
League demanded that the areas in which the Muslims are numerically in a 

majority as in the North-Western and Eastern Zones of India should be grouped to 
constitute Independent States in which the constituent units shall be autonomous 
and sovereign. 

The demand for a separate state was opposed by large sections of Muslims who 

were against any separatist demand. Many nationalist leaders like Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad who had always been in the forefront of the national movement 

opposed the demand for a separate state and fought against communal tendencies 
and for the freedom of the Indian people. Of these the more prominent were the 
Khuda Khidmatgar in the North-West Frontier Province organized by the Khan 

Abdul Ghaffar Khan, Watan party in Baluchistan, the All-India Momin Conference, 
the Ahrar Party, the All India Shia Political Conference and the Azad Muslim 

Conference. These organizations along with Congress led a large number of 
Muslims in the struggle for independence. 

 

 
The Muslim League was encouraged by the British government to press its 

demand for a separate state and played the game of British imperialism which had 
the effect of disrupting and weakening the movement for independence. When the 
Congress withdrew from the provincial governments in protest against British 

attitude to the demand for independence, the Muslim League celebrated the event 
by observing Deliverance Day and tried to form ministries in the provinces 
although they did not have a majority in the any provincial legislature. 
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National movement and II World 

War 
The II World War had changed the entire picture of the world. The old imperialist 

countries –Britain, France, Holland and others had been weakened by the war. 
They were no longer powerful enough to withstand the onward march of the 
nationalist movement. Britain was no longer the world power it had been for 

centuries and her supremacy was gone for good. The war had destroyed fascism 
and imperialism received heavy blows. In Britain the Conservative Party which was 

opposed to the demand for the independence of India lost heavily in the elections. 
The war time Prime Minister Winston Churcill was no longer the Prime Minister. 
There were many people in the Labour Party which had come to power under the 

leadership of Attlee who were opposed to the continuation of British rule over 
India. Conditions were ripe for the end of imperialism in India. 

 

 
In India the resentment against British rule was very high. The British government 

had shown callous indifference to the famine –stricken people during the terrible 
famine that had raged in Bengal in 1943 in which three million people died. At the 

end of the war this resentment broke out in dealing a final blow to foreign rule. In 
November 1945 three officers of the Indian National Army were tried at the Red 
Fort in Delhi. They were charged with the crime of conspiring against the British 

Empire. They were defended by top Indian barristers. But they were sentenced to 
transportation for life. The sentences which were later revoked provoked 
widespread popular upsurge all over the country. The armed forces were also 
affected. 

India wins Independence and 

Partition 
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In February 1946, the British Government sent the Cabinet Mission to India to 
hold discussions with Indian leaders. The British Prime Minister announced his 

government’s willingness to grant independence to India. The Cabinet Mission 
proposed the formation of a Union of India in which provinces would be grouped in 

four zones with their own constitutions and enjoying autonomy except in matters 
of foreign policy, defence and communication. It also proposed the formation of a 
constitution making body not elected by the people but by the provincial 
legislatures on the basis of communal electorates. 

The members from the Indian states were proposed to be appointed by the rulers 
of Indian states. The Congress accepted the Cabinet Mission proposal regarding 
the constitution making body, although the Congress had earlier insisted on a 

Constituent Assembly elected on the basis of adult franchise, it agreed to the 
Cabinet Mission proposal in order to avoid any delay in the achievement of 
Independence. The Congress had won 201 out of 210 general seats and the 

Muslim League won 73 out of 78 seats reserved for Muslims. The Muslim League 
boycotted the Assembly and pressed on with its demand for a separate state of 

Pakistan. The Princes also boycotted the Assmebly.The people of the states 
pressed for the integration of the states into a united India. On 2 September 1946 
the Congress formed the Interim Government which was headed by Jawahar Lal 
Nehru. Later the Muslim League also joined the Interim Government. 

 

 
On 24 March 1947, Lord Mountbatten was appointed the Viceroy of India and the 
British government announced that it would transfer power to Indian hands not 

later than June 1948.On 3 June 1947 Mountbatten presented a plan for the 
division of India into two independent states-the Indian Union and Pakistan. The 

Indian states were given the right to decide their own future. Partition was 
completed and power was transferred to the two states of India and Pakistan. 
Pakistan comprised West Punjab, East Bengal, Sind and the NWFP. On 15 August 

1947, India became independent. But millions of people lost their homes and 
several thousand lost their lives. The country was ravaged by communal rioting 
and Gandhiji began touring the country to bring comfort to the people. He was 
shot dead by Nathu Ram Godse in 1948. 

Annexation of Punjab 
 

1. First Anglo- Sikh War (1845-1846) 

2. Second Anglo-Sikh War (1848-1849) 

 

The first regular contact between Ranjit Singh and the British seems 
to have been made in 1800.The occasion was when India was 
threatened by an invasion of Zaman Shah, the Afghan ruler who had 
been invited by Tipu Sultan a bitter enemy of the British. As a 
precautionary measure, the British sent Munshi Yusuf Ali to the 
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court of Ranjit Singh with rich presents to win the Maharaja over 
the British side. Soon however he learnt that the danger of Zaman 
Shah’s invasion receded and Yusuf Ali was recalled. 

The contact was made in 1805 when the Maratha chief Holkar 
entered Punjab for help him from Ranjit Singh. But he refused 
Holkar to help him against the British. In 1806 Ranjit Singh signed 
a treaty of friendship with General Lake agreeing to force Jaswant 
Rao Holkar to leave Amritsar. General Lake in turn promised that 
the English would never form any plans for the seizure of Ranjit 
Singh’s Possessions and property.As the danger of French invasion 
on India became remote the English adopted a stern policy towards 
Ranjit Singh. He was given a note of the Governor-General by 
Metcalfe.Ranjit Singh was asked to restore all the places, he has 
taken possession since 1806 to the former possessors which will 
confine his army right to the bank of Sutlej.Ranjit Singh was not 
ready to accept the demand. However he withdrew his troops from 
Ambala and Saniwal but continued to retain Faridkot.Ranjit Singh 
fortified the fort to Govindgarh.But in the last stage Ranjit Singh 
changed his mind and agreed to sign the Treaty of Amritsar in 1809. 

First Anglo- Sikh War (1845-1846) 

The first battle between the Sikhs and the English was fought at 
Mudki on December 18, 1845.The Sikhs were defeated. The English 
again won the battle at Firozpur on December 21.The Sikhs under 
Ranjit Singh Majithia however defeated the English at Buddwal in 
1846.But the Sikhs were again defeated at Aliwal .The decisive 
battle was fought at Sobraon in 1846 and Sikhs were routed. The 
English then crossed the Sutlej and captured the capital of Lahore. 
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The war came to an end by the treaty of Lahore which was signed in 
1846.This treaty left the Sikhs with no capacity for resisting the 
English. Another treaty was made with Sikhs in 1846 this treaty is 
known as Second treaty of Lahore or the treaty of Bhairowal. 

Second Anglo-Sikh War (1848-1849) 

The Sikhs considered their defeat in the first Sikh War a great 
humiliation. They had been accustomed to victories in the time of 
Ranjit Singh and this defeat gave a rude shock to their pride. The 
Sikhs wanted to restore the fallen fortunes of their kingdom. Lord 
Gough the British Commander in Chief reached Lahore with the 
grand army of Punjab. Multan surrendered in 1849 and the Sikhs 
suffered a defeat at Chillianwala a few weeks later. The final and 
decisive battle was won by the English at Gujarat and the whole of 
Punjab surrendered. 

The war came to an end by the treaty of Lahore which was signed in 
1846.This treaty left the Sikhs with no capacity for resisting the 
English. Another treaty was made with Sikhs in 1846 this treaty is 
known as Second treaty of Lahore or the treaty of Bhairowal. 

Anglo Burmese Wars 

British fought three wars with Burma to control the border trade 
and to expand its empire. 

1. First Burmese War (1823-1826) 
2. Second Anglo-Burmese War (1852-1853)  
3. Third Anglo Burmese War (1885-1886) 

First Burmese War (1823-1826) 

The First Anglo-Burmese War lasted from 1823 to 1826. It was one 
of the three wars that were fought between Burma and the British 
colonial empire during the 19th century resulted in gradual 
extinction of Burmese independence. 

During the end of the 18th century and beginning of the 19th, the 
Burmese had engaged in an expansionist policy against its 
neighbors that has finally set it in contact with the British colonial 
empire. They apparently were not aware of the tactics, discipline 
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and resources of the Europeans, and thus were not cautious about 
entering a war. 

On September 23, 1823, an armed party of Burmese attacked 
Shapura, an island close to the Chittagong side, killing and 
wounding six of the British guards. War with Burma was formally 
declared on March 05, 1824. On May 17, 1824, a Burmese force 
invaded Chittagong and drove sepoys and police detachment from 
its position at Ramu, but did not follow up its success. 

Second Anglo-Burmese War (1852-1853) 

After the treaty of Yandaboo 1826 (After first Anglo-Burmese War), 
a large number of British merchants had settled on the southern 
coast o f Burma and Rangoon. Tharrawady, the new king of Burma 
(1837-1845) refused to consider the treaty of Yandaboo. The British 
Residents also did not get proper treatment at the court and finally 
the Residency had to be withdrawn in 1840. 

The British merchants often complained of ill treatment at the 
hands of the Governor of Rangoon. They sent a petition to Lord 
Dalhousie. Dalhousie was determined to maintain British prestige 
and dignity at all the costs and so deputed Commodore Lambert to 
Rangoon to negotiate the redress of grievances and demand 
compensation. At first the King of Burma was inclined to avoid war 
and removed the old Governor and appointed the new one. But when 
a deputation of some naval officers was refused admission, Lambert 
adopted a very provocative line of action. He captured one of the 
Burmese King's ships. With this incident, the Burmese did not resist 
and the war was declared. 
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Third Anglo Burmese War (1885-1886) 

The Third Anglo-Burmese War was a conflict that took place during 
7–29 November 1885, with sporadic resistance and insurgency 
continuing into 1887. It was the final of three wars fought in the 
19th century between the Burmese and the British. The war saw the 
loss of sovereignty of an independent Burma under the Konbaung 
Dynasty, whose rule had already been reduced to the territory 
known as Upper Burma, the region of Lower Burma having been 
annexed by the British in 1853, as a result of the Second Anglo-
Burmese War. The British annexed Burma on 1 January 1886. But 
the annexation was only the beginning of an insurgency that would 
last until 1896. The final, and now completely successful, 
pacification of the country, under the direction of Sir Frederick 
Roberts, was only brought about by an extensive system of small 
military police protective posts scattered all over the country, and 
small lightly equipped columns moving out in response whenever a 
gathering of insurgents occurred. 

The British poured reinforcements into the country, and it was in 
this phase of the campaign, lasted several years. Meting out 
collective punishments on villages finally broke their resistance. 
Villages were burned and the property of villagers either confiscated 
or destroyed. The British policy of overwhelming reprisals against 
villages suspected of assisting the insurgency eventually brought 
the country under control. The British also extended their control 
into the tribal areas of the Kachin Hills and Chin Hills. These 
territories, only nominally ruled even by the Burmese kingdom, were 
taken over by the British 
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Constitutional Developments 
Some Important Acts and year of Formation 

When the officials of the East India Company acquired control over 
Bengal in 1765 they had little intention of making any innovations 
in its administration. They only desired to carry on profitable trade 
and to collect taxes for remission to England .From 1762 to 1772 
Indian officials were allowed to function as before but under the 
overall control of the British governor and British officials. In 1772 
the company ended the dual government and undertook to 
administer Bengal directly through its own set of officials. The East 
India Company was at this time a commercial body designed to trade 
with the East. But during the period that elapsed between the Pitt’s 
India Act (1784) and the Charter Act of 1833 the company was 
gradually relieved of its long held trading privileges in the east. 

Simultaneously it grew to be the paramount power in India 
responsible for the government of a very large population spread 
over an immense area. The English realized that if the country was 
to supply regular revenue it had to be properly governed. The 
Regulating Act of 1773 was a first step in this direction. Warren 
Hastings the first governor-general under the provisions of the Act 
tried to maintain as much of the structure of the Mughal 
administration as possible. The machinery of government went on 
as before; the British were left free to concentrate on revenue 
collection and trade. Hastings successor Lord Cornwallis changed 
all this. He scrapped the old system replacing the new in which the 
British openly ruled Bengal. 

 

 

No Act Year 

1. Regulating Act 1773 

2. Pitts India Act 1784 
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3. The Charter Act 1793 

4. The Charter Act 1813 

5. The Charter Act 1833 

6. The Charter Act 1853 

7. The Act for the better govt of India 1858 

8. The Indian Councils Act 1861 

9. The Indian Councils Act 1892 

10. Minto-Morley Reforms 1909 

11. The Government of India Act 1919 

12. The Government of India Act 1935 

13. Basic Tenets of India’s Foreign Policy 1947-
1961 
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Pitt’s India Act (1784) 

The Act of 1784 introduced changes mainly in the company’s home 
government in London. It greatly extended the control of the State 
over the Company’s affairs. It provided for a Board of Control of 6 
privy councilors. All civil, military and revenue affairs were 
controlled through this board. Directors were to retain the right of 
making appointment to different offices in India. They were also 
given the power of revising and reviewing the acts of the Indian 
administration. The court of proprietors was deprived of its right of 
overriding the decisions of the Court of Directors. Governor-General 
was to be appointed by the Directors with the approval of the Crown. 
The Act disapproved the policy of intervention as followed by the 
servants of the Company in India. It was declared that the official 
offenders were not to be pardoned if they were found guilty of having 
committed any offence. 

Governor General in Council was given the power of controlling and 
directing the several presidencies. The members of the Council of 
Governor –General were reduced to three from four. Governors of 
Bombay and Madras were completely under Governor General. 

Importance of Pitt’s India Act 

It brought many important changes in the constitution of the 
Company. It constituted a dept of state in England known as the 
Board of Control whose special function was to control the policy if 
the Court of Directors. The Act helped the unification of India by 
making the Governor-General supreme over the Governors of the 
other presidencies. The deletion of the one member from the 
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Executive Council of the Governor-General made his position 
stronger. The British Parliament claimed supremacy over the 
possessions of the Company in India. This Act made it clear that 
Company’s direct relation is with trade and not with politics. 

The Charter Act restricted the patronage of the Directors. It 
centralized the administration of the English Company of India. 
Governor General of Bengal became the Governor General of India. 
Presidencies of Bombay, Madras and Bengal were placed under the 
control of Governor General in council. President of the Board of 
Control became the Minister for Indian affairs. The Charter Act also 
brought about the legislative centralization of India. Governor 
General in council was authorized to make Articles of War and code 
of military discipline and provide for the administration of justice. 
Governor General in council could not alter the constitution of the 
company or amend the charter itself. The Charter Act added a new 
member to the executive council of the Governor General known as 
the law member. 

The number of the members of the Council of the governors of 
Bombay and Madras was reduced to two. Bombay and Madras were 
to keep their separate armies under their commanders in chief but 
they were to be under the control of the central government. The Act 
provided for the codification of laws in India. Provision was made for 
the appointment of a law commission for that purpose. The Act of 
1833 brought about important and far reaching changes in the 
Constitution of India. The company was relieved of its monopoly of 
tea trade in India and of the trade with China thus completing the 
work of the Charter Act of 1813. 

 
The Act of 1786 

In 1786 Pitt brought another bill in the Parliament relating to India 
in a bid to prevail upon Cornwallis to accept the Governor 
Generalship of India. Cornwallis wanted to have the power of both 
the Governor General and the Commander in Chief. The provisions 
of the Act were The Governor general got in special cases relating to 
peace, defence or well being of Indian empire, the power to override 
the majority of the council. 
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The Governor General now became the effective ruler of British India 
under the control of the Board and the Directors. Stage by stage the 
control of British Parliament over the country increased. 

Charter Act of 1793 

The English East India Company was given a new Charter in 
1793.The Company’s commercial privileges were extended for 
another twenty years. The governor-general and the governors were 
given the power to override their councils. The power had been given 
specially to Cornwallis in 1786.The control of Governor General over 
the Presidencies of Madras and Bombay was emphasized. Governor 
General was given the power to appoint a vice president of his 
executive council from the members of the council. The Commander 
in Chief was not to be a member of the council of the Governor 
General unless he was specially appointed to a member by the court 
of directors. 

The jurisdiction of the Calcutta Supreme Court was extended to the 
high seas. Power was given to appoint members of the civil service 
as justices of the Peace, to appoint scavengers for the Presidency 
towns to levy a sanitary rate and to forbid the sale of liquor with out 
a licencse.The Act tried to regulate the finances of the company. A 
particular amount was assumed to be the annual surplus of the 
company. 

Charter Act of 1813 

By 1813 when renewal of the Company’s charter was due there were 
elaborate discussions about the justification of the commercial 
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privileges enjoyed by the company. The extent of the company’s 
territories in India had so much expanded that it was considered to 
be impossible for it to continue both a commercial and political 
functionary. Englishmen demanded a share in the trade with India 
in view of the new economic theories of laissez faire and the 
continental system introduced by Napolean.The Englishmen 
demanded the termination of the commercial monopoly of the 
company. The Act of 1813 renewed the charter of the East India 
Company for 20 years. 

The company was deprived of its monopoly trade with India but she 
was to enjoy her monopoly of trade with China for 20 years. Trade 
was thrown open to all British subjects the company retaining only 
its monopoly over tea and the china trade. While offering the 
company’s right to the territorial possession and revenues of India, 
the Act proclaimed the sovereignty of the crown over them. The 
Indian administration was asked to maintain separate accounts for 
its commercial and political activities. 

The Directors kept their rights of patronage but all important 
appointment were henceforth to be subject to the approval of the 
crown. The Act marks the beginning of an ecclesiastical 
establishment in India for missionaries were now permitted to settle 
in the country. An educational policy was also initiated by the grant 
of Rs one lakh out of the Company’s Indian revenues for the 
encouragement of education, literature and science. Local 
governments of India were given the right of levying taxes on their 
subjects and punishing those not paying them. 

 
 
The Charter Act of 1853 

British Parliament was called upon to renew the Charter of the 
Company in 1853.The Parliament had in the preceding year 
appointed two committees to go into the affairs of the Company and 
on the basis of their reports the Charter Act of 1853 was framed and 
passed. According to the new Act the law member was made a full 
member of Executive Council of the Governor General. Governor- 
General was given power to nominate a vice president of his council. 
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The Act provided that the salaries of the members of the Board of 
Control ,its secretary and other officers would be fixed by the British 
Government but would be paid by the company. Power was given to 
the court of directors to constitute a new presidency. Power was also 
given to alter and regulate from time to time the limits of the various 
provinces. This power was used to create the Punjab into a 
Lieutenant Governorship. 

The number of the members of the courts of Directors was reduced 
from 24 to 18 out of which 6 were to be nominated by the crown. 
Power was given to the court of directors to constitute a new 
presidency. Power was also given to alter and regulate from time to 
time the limits of the various provinces. The Charter Act of 1853 
renewed the powers of the company and allowed it to retain 
possession of the Indian territories. The Act of 1853 marked the 
beginning of a Parliamentary system in India. No Indian element was 
associated with the Legislative Council. 

Basic Tenets of India’s Foreign Policy 

(1947-1961) 

India emerged as an independent nation on 15th August 1947 and 

it was an epoch making phenomena for millions of Indian citizens. 

The Indian government adopted a well thought out and well planned 

foreign policy after assuming political powers in India. 

The basic tenets of India’s foreign policy had been influenced by 

socio-cultural, economic and political conditions of India and the 

world. It reflected the rich Indian cultural values and the urges and 

aspirations of Indian citizens. The policy was based upon the 

principle of mutual co-existence. 

India believes in respecting the identity of other nations and had 

always been active to preserve her own identity. 

 

Indian Foreign Policy is also characterized by firm belief in the 

efficacy of peaceful methods to resolve the mutual international 

differences. India had never supported militarism and never used it 

as an instrument of foreign policy. 
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India believes in the principle of equality of nations and had always 

been against the discrimination among the nations on the basis of 

geographical size, economic strength and military power. 

The spirit of internationalism also characterized the foreign policy. 

Indian leadership had always believed in the efficacy of closer 

international cooperation among the nations to ensure the mutual 

progress. 

Non –alignment with any of the power blocks was another important 

feature of the foreign policy after independence. At the time of Indian 

independence cold war had already begun within the communist 

bloc led by Soviet Union and Capitalist bloc by USA.Indian 

leadership decided to stay away from bloc policies and pursued the 

politics of non-alignment. India was the founding member of NAM 

started in 1961. 

Indian foreign policy was secular and ideologically neutral.India had 

never allowed its foreign policy to be dominated by either the 

capitalist or the communist ideology. India had maintained close 

cooperation with both the capitalist and communist nations. 

Maintaining an independent opinion on international issues had 

been another important feature of the Foreign policy. India had 

always cherished her independence and had never allowed its 
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foreign policy to be influenced by either pressure or inducements 

offered by the powerful nations of the world. 

Non-interference in the internal matters of other nations had been 

basic tenet of Indian Foreign policy ever since India’s independence. 

Mysore Wars 

Hyder Ali was defeated by Maratha Peshwa Madhav Rao in 1764 and 
forced to sign a treaty in 1765. He surrendered him a part of his 
territory and also agreed to pay rupees twenty eight lakhs per 
annum. The Nizam of Hyderabad did not act alone but preferred to 
act in league with the English which resulted in the first Anglo-
Mysore War. 

 
 
The First Anglo-Mysore War (1767-69) 

The main causes of this war were Haider's ambition to drive the 
British away from the Carnatic and finally from India and the British 
realization of the threat posed to them by Haider. A tripartite 
alliance was formed against Haider by the British, the Nizam and 
the Marathas. Haider's success in breaking the alliance and 
declaration of war on the British. The war ended with the defeat of 
British. The panic-stricken Madras government concluded the 
humiliating Treaty of Madras in 1769 on the basis of mutual 
restitution of each other's territories and a defensive alliance 
between the two parties committing the English to help Hyder Ali in 
case he was attacked by another power. 
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Treaty of Madras 
 

 

It was signed by Haider Ali and the allies consisting of the Company, 
the Raja of Tanjore, and the Malabar ruler. It provided that Mutual 
restitution of conquests takes place except for Karur and its districts 
which were to be retained by the Mysore ruler. In case either of the 
parties was attacked the other would rally to its assistance. All the 
captured employees of the Madras government were to be released 
by Haider Ali The trade privileges. 

The Second Anglo-Mysore War (1780-
1784) 

The treaty of 1769 between Hyder Ali and the English company 
proved more in the nature of a truce and Hyder Ali accused the 
company of not observing the terms of the defensive treaty by 
refusing to help him when the Marathas attacked Mysore in 1771. 
Haider found the French more helpful than the English. Further in 
1778 English in India seized the French settlements including Mahe 
a port which was very crucial for Haider Ali for the entry of supplies. 
Haider Ali tried to take Mahe port but in vain. He arranged a joint 
front with the Nizam and the Marathas against the common enemy 
-the English East India Company. The war lasted from 1780-1784. 
But he died in 1782 and was succeeded by his son Tipu Sultan. 

Tipu continued the war for another year but absolute success 
eluded both the sides. Tired of war the two sides concluded peace 
Treaty of Mangalore. By this Treaty it was decided that English 
would return Srirangapatnam to Tipu and Tipu would handover Fort 
of Badnur to English. 

Treaty of Mangalore 

According to the Treaty:  

  The two parties were not to assist each other's enemies 

directly or indirectly nor make war on each other's allies. 
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  The trade privileges granted to the company by Haider Ali 

in 1770 were to be restored although no additional benefits 
would accrue. 

 
  Both sides agreed to a mutual restoration of possessions 

(barring the forts of Amboorgur and Satgur) and Tipu 
undertook not to make any claims on the Carnatic in future. 

 
  Tipu agreed to release all prisoners of war. 

 
  Tipu was to restore the factory and privileges possessed by the 

Company at Calicut until 1779. 
 

The Third Anglo-Mysore War (1789-1792) 

War between Tipu Sultan and British began in 1789 and ended in 
Tipu's defeat in 1792. Even though Tipu fought with exemplary 
bravery, Lord Cornwallis the Governor General had succeeded 
through shrewd diplomacy in isolating him by wining over the 
Marathas, the Nizam and the rulers of Travancore and Coorg. This 
war again revealed that the Indian powers were short-sighted 
enough to aid the foreigner against another Indian power for the 
sake of temporary advantages. The Third Mysore War came to an 
end by the Treaty of Srirangapatnam in March 1792. 

This treaty resulted in the surrender of nearly half of Mysore 
territory to the British. The British acquired Baramahal, Dindigul 
and Malabar while the Marathas got territory on the Tungabhadra 
side and the Nizam acquired territories from the Krishna to beyond 
the Pennar. Tipu also had to pay a war indemnity of over three 
crores of rupees. 
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Treaty of Mangalore Seringapatam 
 

 

It was signed by Tipu on the one hand and the English and their 
allies (Nizam and the Peshwa) on the other. The Treaty stipulated 
that: 

  The earlier treaties between the English and the rulers of 

Mysore stood confirmed. 
  Tipu was to cede half his territories where where to be 

shared among the three allies. 
  Tipu was to make immediate payment of Rs 1.6 crore out 

of the total indemnity agreed upon (Rs 3.6 crore) while the 
remainder (2 crore) was to be given in three instalments. 

  Tipu was also to order the release of all prisoners of war. 
  Pending fulfilment of these terms two of his sons were to 

be detained as British hostages. 

In terms of territory, the Nizam obtained the lion's share while 

the Marathas also extended their boundary to the 
Tungabhadra and the Krishna. The English secured large 

chunks on the Malabar Coast from the north of Cannaore to 
the south of the Ponanni River with Coorg as its defensive 

hinterland. In addition they obtained the Baramahal district as 
well as Dindigul. 
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The Fourth Anglo-Mysore War (1799) 
 

 

With his defeat in the third Anglo-Mysore war, Tipu was burning 
with revenge. He wanted to get back his territory and to achieve that 
objective he carried on negotiations with the French and Zaman 
Shah of Kabul. Tipu wanted his allies to expel the English. Lord 
Wellesley after making Subsidiary Alliance with the Nizam asked 
Tipu Sultan to accept the same but he refused. Mysore was attacked 
from two sides. The main army under General Harris supported by 
Nizam's subsidiary force under Arthur Wellesley attacked Mysore 
from the east while another army advanced from Bombay. 

Tipu was at first defeated by the Bombay army and was later on 
defeated by the General Harris at Mallavalli. Tipu died fighting 
bravely. The members of his family were interned at Vellore. A boy 
of the earlier Mysore royal family was installed on the Gaddi of 
Mysore and a Subsidiary Alliance was imposed. Thus the fourth 
Mysore War destroyed the state of Mysore which was ruled by Haider 
Ali 33 years back. 

 
 

Anglo Maratha wars 
First Anglo Maratha War (1775-82) 

The internal problems of the Marathas and the growing ambition of 
the English brought the beginning of the Anglo-Maratha struggle. 
The primary cause of the first Maratha war was the interference of 
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the English government at Bombay in the internal affairs of the 
Marathas.Peshwa Madhav Rao died in 1772 and was succeeded by 
his younger brother Narain Rao.His uncle Raghoba wanted to 
become the Peshwa and got him murdered. The Maratha chiefs took 
up the cause of Madhav Rao Narain the son of Narain Rao.Ragobha 
approached British for help and signed the treaty of Surat hopping 
to gain the coveted Gaddi with the help of English subsidiary troops. 
By this treaty he also promised to cede Salsette and Bassein and 
refrain from entering into alliance with the enemies of the company. 

Second Anglo- Maratha War (1803-1806) 

Second Anglo- Maratha War (1803-1806) The second Maratha war 
was fought at the time of Lord Wellesley who wanted the Marathas 
to accept his Subsidiary Alliance system. The Marathas refused to 
accept it but were tricked by Wellesley due to their own internal 
differences. The Treaty of Bassein made conflict with the Marathas 
inevitable. The main provisions of the treated were the recognition 
of Peshwa's claim in Poona acceptance of Subsidiary Alliance by Baji 
Rao II and relinquishing of all rights of Surat by Baji Rao to the 
British. 

 

 

For Marathas Treaty of Bassein was loss of national honor.Holkar 
and Scindia stopped fighting .Scindia and Bhonsle combined but 
Holkar and Gaikwad remained aloof.Scindia and Bhonsle were 
asked by the English to withdraw their troops to the north of the 
Narmada River but they refused and it led to war. Both Scindia and 
Peshwar had accepted the sovereignty of the English. British turned 
their attention towards Holkar but Yashwant Rao Holkar proved 
more than a match for the British. Wellesley was recalled from India 
and the Company made peace with the Holkar in January 1806 by 
the Treaty of Rajghat giving back to the latter the greater part of the 
territories. 

Third Anglo-Maratha War (1817-1818) 

Third Anglo-Maratha War (1817-1818) Maratha made a desperate 
last attempt to regain their independence and prestige in 1817.This 
led in organizing a united front of the Maratha Chiefs and was taken 
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over by the Peshwa who was uneasy under the rigid control 
exercised by the British Resident. However once again the Marathas 
failed to evolve any plan of action. The Peshwa attacked the British 
Residency at Poona in 1817, Appa Saheb of Nagpur attacked the 
Residency at Nagpur and Madhav Rao Holkar made preparations for 
war. 

 

The Maratha confederacy was altogether destroyed so many 
territories were taken from its various members that they were 
rendered powerless to do anything against the British. Thus the 
work was accomplished by Lord Hastings in 1818.Now the British 
Government became the supreme and paramount authority in India 

Anglo-Maratha Treaties 

 
Treaty of Surat (1775) 

 The earlier treaties between the Company and the Peshwa were 
confirmed. 

 An English contingent of 2500 men was to be placed at the 
disposal of Raghoba for supporting his candidature for the 
Peshwaship. 

 Raghoba was to deposit jewellery worth Rs 6, 00,000 as security in 
British custody as well as pay half a lakh rupees every month for 
the upkeep of the army. 

 He agreed to cede to the British Bassein, Salsette and four islands 
adjacent to Bombay. 
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Maratha raids into Bengal and the Carnatic were to cease and any 
peace made by Raghoba with the authorities in Poona was not to 
exclude the English. 

Treaty of Purandhar (1776) 

The Bombay Presidency's decision to lend its support in 1773 to 
Raghunath Rao's claims to the Peshwaship was disapproved by the 
Calcutta Council which asked Bombay to reopen negotiations with 
the ruling group in the Peshwa's court at Poona. 

Treaty of Wadgaon (1779) 
 
 
 

Treaty of Salbai (1782) 

Salbai located 32 kms to the South of Gwalior became the venue for 
a treaty signed between Mahadji Sindhia acting for the Peshwa 
Madhav Rao and the British in 1782 ending the First Anglo-Maratha 
War. The treaty stipulated that: 

 The company was to restore all territories captured by them 
including Bassein to the Peshwa and return to him and the 
Gaekwad territories taken in Gujarat. 

 Salsette and its three neighbouring islands as well as the city of 
Broach were to remain with the British. 

 Territories granted earlier to the Company by Raghunath Rao 
would be restored to the Marathas. 

 The Company was not to afford Raghunath Rao any support or 
protection. 

 The Peshwa was to make Haider Ali relinquish his claims to British 
territory. 

 Both parties were to abstain from attacking each other's allies 
while the Peshwa would neither support any other European power 
nor allow it to settle in his dominions without the English consent. 

 The Company's trade privileges were to be restored. 
 The Treaty secured peace with Marathas for 20 years 

Treaty of Bassein (1802) 
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In agreement of this treaty, Peshwa agreed to 

 To maintain a subsidiary force of 6000 infantry with a 
proportionate artillery, the annual expense of which was estimated 
to be Rs 25 lakh. 

 Agreed not to entertain any foreign national hostile to the British 
in his service. 

 To accept British intercession to settle his differences with the 
Nizam and the Gaekwad and not to negotiate with any other state 
his differences with the two of them. 

Treaty of Deogaon (1803) 
 

 

In 1803 Raghuji Bhosle and the Company concluded the treaty of 
Deogaon in the course of the Second Anglo-Maratha War. Under the 
treaty Bhonsle agreed to 

 Cede the province of Cuttack including Balasore which gave the 
Company control over a continuous stretch of the eastern 
seaboard and linked the presidencies of Bengal and Madras. 

 Expel all foreigners from his service. 

Treaty of Surji Anjangaon (1803) 
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Concluded on December 30, 1803 Sindhia by this treaty agreed to 

 Cede all territory between the Ganga and the Yamuna. 

 Give up his control over the imperial cities of Delhi and Agra as 

well as the Rajput states. 

 Have an accredited minister at his court. 

 Surrender parts of Bundelkhand, Ahmadnagar, Broach and 

territories west of the Ajanta hills. 

 Accept the treaty of Bassein. 

 Renounce all claims on the Peshwa, the Mughal emperor, the 

Nizam, the Gaikwad and the English Company and to accept the 

latter as a sovereign authority. 

 Not to employ in his service any European without the consent of 

the British. 

In return, the Company promised to 

 Provide Sindhia a force of 6 battalions of infantry, its expenses 

being defrayed from the revenues of lands ceded by him. 

 Restore to Bhonsle Asirgarh, Burhanpur, Powanghur and Dohud 

and territories in Kandesh and Gujarat depending on these forts. 

By the supplementary treaty of Burhanpur (1804) the British 

agreed to support him with a subsidiary force. 
 

 
 
Treaty of Rajpurghat(1805) 

Signed on December 24, 1805 under this treaty, Yashvantrao Holkar 
agreed: 

 To renounce all claims to the area north of the Bundi hills. 
 Never to entertain in his service any European. 

On their part, the British promised 
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 Not to disturb Holkar's possessions in Mewar and malwa or 
interfere with the rulers south of the Chambal. 

 To restore those of his possessions situated south of the River 
Tapti. 

Treaty of Poona (1817) 

The British were apprehensive lest Peshwa Baji Rao II stir up anti-
British sentiments as well as strengthen his army for hostile action. 
A new pact a supplement to the earlier treaty of Bassessin was 
signed on June 13 1817. According to the new treaty, the Peshwa 
agreed to: 

 Cede to the British some more lands in perpetuity and. 
 Abide by all the articles in the treaty of Bassein not contrary to the 

new pact. 

Treaty of Gwalior (1817) 

As part of the preparations for launching his campaign against the 
Pindaris, Lord Hastings concluded this treaty with Daulat Rao 
Sindhia on November 5, 1817. The main points of the treaty were: 

 Both the parties would deploy their forces in operations against 
the Pindaris. 

 Sindhia would never readmit the Pindaris nor lend them any 
support. 

 Sindhia was to place 5000 horsemen in active operations against 
the Pindaris. 

 
Treaty of Mandasor (1818) 

It was concluded on January 6, 1818 by Malhar Rao Holkar II in the 
course of the third Anglo-Maratha war. Under its terms, Holkar 
agreed to: 

 Confirm a British commitment to the Pindari chief, Nawab Amir 
Khan and renounce all claims to territories guaranteed to him. 

 Cede in perpetuity to Raja Zalim Singh of Kotah the four 
paraganas rented by the Raja. 
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 Cede to the British claims of tribute and revenues on the Rajas of 
Udaipur, Jaipur, Jodhpur, Kotah, Bundhi and Karauli. 

 Renounce all claims to territories within or north of the Bundi 
hills. 

 

Early Resistance Movements against the 

British Rule 
 

 

British rule in India adversely affected different strata of Indian 
population-both the rich and poor. This led to widespread 
discontent among the Indians. The adverse impact of the British 
rule on the political, economic and social spheres resulted in sharp 
reaction of the Indian people against the foreigners. This led to a 
series of anti-British movements throughout the country. 

 
 
Sannyasi and Fakir Uprisings in Bengal 

A sect of Sannyasis rose in rebellion against the British during and 
after the great Bengal famine of 1770.The immediate cause of this 
upsurge was the restriction imposed by the British upon the 
pilgrims visiting holy places and shrines. These sannyasis aided by 
common people raided the English factories and settlements.They 
also collected huge contributions. All these led to a number of 
conflicts between the rebels and the company's forces. 
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At the same time a large number of Fakirs or Muslim mendicants 
revolted against the British under the leadership of Majnu Shah and 
Cheragh Ali.They attacked English factories and looted their goods, 
arms and money. There were number of battles fought between the 
Fakirs and the British troops in which the latter suffered heavy 
losses. 

Faraizi Movement (1804-1860) 
 

 

The founder of this movement was Haji Shariatullah of Faridpur 
(eastern Bengal).His chief aim was to remove un-Islamic practices 
from the Muslim society as well as to revive and restore Muslim rule 
once again by expelling the Christians from India. So this movement 
was strongly religious-political in character. 

His successors Dudu Mian and Nowa Mian successfully mobilized 
the Muslim peasants of central and eastern Bengal against the 
zamindars and moneylenders who were mostly Hindus and the 
indigo planters who were British. The Bengal government finally 
suppressed them in 1860s after a series of arrests, trials and 
persecutions. 

Wahabi Movement (1820-1870) 

This movement was originally an Islamic socio-religious reform 
movement. It tried to purify Islam by eliminating all the un-Islamic 
practices which had crept into Muslim society through the 
ages.Saiyad Ahmad of Rae-Bareily was the founder of this movement 
in India. But his actual ambition was to revive Muslim power in 
Hindustan by overthrowing the Sikhs in Punjab and British in 
Bengal.Wahabism spread very rapidly in Bihar, Bengal, UP and 
North-Western India. After Saiyad Ahmad's death in the battle of 
Balakot against the Sikhs (1831), Patna became the centre of this 
movement. In Bengal Saiyad Nissar Hussain led this anti-British 
struggle which sometimes took a communal turn. Although the 
Wahabi uprising was mainly inspired by anti-imperialist sentiments 
yet it had some kind of revivalist and communal tendencies. The 
British took strong measures against this movement and were able 
to subdue it completely around 1870. 
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Kuka Movement in the Punjab (1860-
1872) 

It was originally founded by Bhagat Jawahar Mal in 1840.His main 
aim was to purify the Sikh religion by removing all the abuses, 
superstitions and ill-practices from it. But after the British 
annexation of Punjab revival of Sikh power and sovereignty became 
the major objective of the Kukas.This caused a great deal of anxiety 
in the British official ranks. So they took various measures between 
1863 and 1872 and were finally able to suppress this movement. 

Kuka Movement in the Punjab (1860-
1872) 

It was originally founded by Bhagat Jawahar Mal in 1840.His main 
aim was to purify the Sikh religion by removing all the abuses, 
superstitions and ill-practices from it. But after the British 
annexation of Punjab revival of Sikh power and sovereignty became 
the major objective of the Kukas.This caused a great deal of anxiety 
in the British official ranks. So they took various measures between 
1863 and 1872 and were finally able to suppress this movement. 

Economic Impact of British Rule in 
India 
 

 

Some of the major impacts of British rule in India are listed below. 
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Land Revenue Systems in British India 

The different land settlements introduced by the British brought 
misery to the peasants. 

Zamindari System 

The Permanent Settlement or the Zamindari Settlement (1793) in 
Bengal and Bihar was introduced by Lord Cornwallis. According to 
this settlement the Zamindari got proprietary right on land and 
these rights became permanent. The cultivator who had enjoyed 
some rights was now reduced to the status of tenant on land. By 
this the Zamindars were entrusted with revenue collection and they 
had to pay ten-eleventh (10/11th) of the rental to the state. The 
rules regarding the payment of revenue were very rigid. Defaulters 
often lost claim over the land. But in future any increase in the 
rental of an estate could be kept for the zamindar himself. This 
settlement turned out to be very harmful for the peasant and also 
for some zamindars.Since the initial revenue demand by the British 
was very high a number of zamindars were unable to pay the 
revenue demanded by the British and as a result lost their land. 

 

Mahalwari System 

In 1822 a new kind of settlement called the Mahalwari System was 
introduced in the Gangetic valley the North -western provinces, 
parts of Central India and the Punjab. This revenue settlement was 
made village by village or estate by estate with local chiefs or 
hereditary collectors of a mahal .However in this system the amount 
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of revenue was open to periodical revision. The government demand 
was also very high so it did not bring any benefit to the cultivators. 

Ryotwari Settlement 

The Ryotwari Settlement was introduced in parts of Madras and 
Bombay Presidencies. Under this system the British government 
fixed the revenue directly with the ryots or cultivators. But in most 
parts the land revenue fixed was very high. The government also had 
the right to increase the rate of revenue at will. Also the peasants 
could be dispossessed of their land if they failed to pay revenue in 
time. Thus the British revenue policies and the different land 
settlements introduced in India did not serve the interest of the 
peasants. They remained oppressed and exploited. 

These intermediaries only enjoyed profits by renting or sub renting 
land. This was particularly the scenario of Bengal Presidency. Poor 
cultivators were burdened with heavy taxation. Their condition 
became miserable day by day. No welfare measures were adopted to 
give them relief. 

Growth of Intermediary Interest in Land 

One important feature of these land revenue settlements was the 
growth of intermediary landed interest. The absentee Zamindars 
used to lease or let their lands to ijaradars and pattidars. In turn 
the latter gave the land on rent to others. Thus a large number of 
intermediaries came into being between the government and the 
peasants. 

These intermediaries only enjoyed profits by renting or sub renting 
land. This was particularly the scenario of Bengal Presidency. Poor 
cultivators were burdened with heavy taxation. Their condition 
became miserable day by day. No welfare measures were adopted to 
give them relief. 

Commercialization of Agriculture 

This was yet another result of British economic policies in India. 
Commercial agriculture -crop production for market rather than for 
consumption was encouraged by the colonial rulers. The 
commercialization of agriculture disrupted the traditional structure 
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of Indian village economy. The new land system had already 
weakened the existing rural framework. 

Now it was shattered by the spread of commercial agriculture. This 
process of commercialization also adversely affected the life and 
economic position of the peasantry. 

Growth of agricultural laborers 

The number of agricultural laborers rapidly increased due to the 
impoverishment of a large section of the peasantry. This class of 
people along with the poor peasant masses formed the majority of 
the rural population. Vast amount of agricultural lands were 
transferred to the possession of Zamindars and moneylenders. The 
political power and influence of the British played a major role in 
the whole process. 

 
Growth of agricultural laborers 

The number of agricultural laborers rapidly increased due to the 
impoverishment of a large section of the peasantry. This class of 
people along with the poor peasant masses formed the majority of 
the rural population. Vast amount of agricultural lands were 
transferred to the possession of Zamindars and moneylenders. The 
political power and influence of the British played a major role in 
the whole process. 
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Destruction of Handicraft Industries 

during British Rule in India 

The British economic policies destroyed the handicrafts and cottage 
industries of India which at one time formed the primary sources of 
trade and wealth. Cotton weaving and spinning industries, silk and 
woolen industries, pottery, paper, metal and tanning all were ruined 
by British. 

This broke the age-old relation between agriculture and industry in 
the countryside and led to the destruction of the self-sufficient 
Indian village economy. This also resulted in widespread 
unemployment and overcrowding of the agricultural sector. 

Economic Drain during British India 
 

 

After the establishment of British rule in India there was an 
enormous drain of wealth from India to Britain. This adversely 
affected the economy of India and country became poorer and poorer 
day by day. This drain began in the decades following the battle of 
Plassey in 1757.There was a constant flow of India's wealth out of 
the country with no returns at all. The British officials carried home 
immense fortunes extracted from the Indian people. 

This kind of economic exploitation and the drain of Indian wealth 
formed the integral part of British policies. The exploitative 
character of British rule and its harmful impact on the lives of the 
Indians led to the rise of resentment and anti-British feelings in the 
minds of people. They tried to resist the imperialist and colonialist 
forces which had brought so much misery and hardship in their 
lives. 

Early Phase of National Movement 
Growth of Political Awareness 

The series of devastating famines that gripped the country from 
1866-1901 shattered the daydreams of guided development and 
brought home to the intellectuals the stark poverty of the people 
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and the extent of the economic underdevelopment of the country. In 
the political field Britain had discarded the slogan of training 
Indians for self-govt and declared that the political aim of British 
rule was to establish permanent benevolent despotism. Indians they 
said were unfit for selfgovt or democracy. 

The freedom of the press began to be tampered with .Even 
elementary civil rights were increasingly violated and restricted. In 
the post 1857 phase of colonialism the govt resorted to the divisive 
forces of communalism, casteim and regionalism to maintain their 
supremacy. The British also abandoned all attempts at social reform 
and began to ally themselves with the most backward traditional 
and obscurantist cultural, religious and social forces. The British 
government spent less than 3% on education. Moreover the Indian 
intelligentsia suffered from growing unemployment. Even the few 
who found jobs realised that most of the better paid jobs were 
reserved for the English middle and upper classes. The discontent 
was further heightened by the policies of the British Raj under 
Lytton and Ripon.It cleared the ground for organised nationalist 
activity. 

 
 
 

Vernacular Press Act 

Lord Lytton wanted to thwart the seditious ambitions of the western 
educated elite. He promulgated the Vernacular Press Act (1878) 
which imposed severe restrictions on the vernacular press- a major 
instrument in the hands of the intelligentsia in spreading 

http://www.educatererindia.com/


GAUTAM SINGH                         UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – INDIAN HISTORY 0 7830294949 

THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com  

 

nationalist ideas. The Arms Act which made it mandatory for 
Indians possessing arms to draw out licenses deeply smacked of 
racialism and was strongly resisted by the educated elite of India. 
The holding of the Imperial Darbar at Delhi in 1877 when the 
country was suffering from famine showed what value the 
government attached to the welfare of Indians. In 1878 the 
government reduced the maximum age limit for the Civil Service 
from 21 to 19 years. 

Ilbert Bill 

In 1883 Lord Ripon tried to pass a law which gave Indian 
magistrates the right to try Europeans in criminal cases. Backed by 
the Anglo-Indian press the Europeans in India organized a vehement 
agitation against the Ilbert Bill. The government of India ultimately 
bowed before the Europeans and withdrew the bill. The Indians were 
horrified at the racial bitterness displayed by the critics of the bill. 
Their own perceptions of the degradation of foreign rule became 
sharpened. 

Nationalist Indians realized that they too should organize 
themselves on a national scale and agitate continuously and 
unitedly to get their demands accepted. These developments paved 
the way for the organization of the Indian National Congress. The 
Congress became the chief organization representing the will of the 
Indian people and led the Indian people in their struggle for freedom. 

Nationalists and the First World War 

In June 1914 the First World War broke out between Great Britain, 
France, Russia and Japan on one side joined later by Italy and USA 
and Germany, Austria-Hungary and Turkey on the other. In India 
the years of the war marked the maturing of nationalism. In the 
beginning the Indian nationalist leaders including Lokmanya Tilak 
who had been released in June 1914 decided to support the war 
effort of the government in the mistaken belief that great Britain 
would repay India's loyalty with gratitude and enable India to take 
a long step forward on the road to self-govt.They did not realise fully 
that the different powers were fighting the First World War precisely 
to safe-guard their existing colonies. 
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Indian National Congress 

The Indian National Movement got a great impetus after the 
foundation of the Indian National Congress in 1885 A.D.It was A.O 
Hume a retired member of the Indian Civil Service who took the 
initiative in this direction. 

The National Movement in its early phase (1885-1905) was 
dominated by the Moderate leaders like Dadabhai Naoroji, Surendra 
Nath Banerjee, and Pheroze Shah Mehta. Their main objectives 
during this period were following: The early nationalists demanded 
wider powers for the councils as well as training in self-govt.In the 
economic field they demanded the removal of poverty by the rapid 
development of agriculture and modern industries. In the 
administrative field they made a demand for Indianisation of the 
higher administrative services. For the defence of their civil rights 
they demanded the freedom of speech and press. The moderate 
leaders tried to create the national consciousness and raise the 
public opinion against the British imperialism. 

 

Infact during this period (1885-1905) the national leadership tried 
to give a common political and economic programme to their 
countrymen and tried to continue the national struggle from a 
common platform. As the aims of the Congress during 1885-1905 
were quite moderate so were its methods. The Congress led by the 
Moderates during this period adopted peaceful means to achieve 
their aims. They had full faith in the British sense of justice so they 
were friendly towards the British. They believed in constitutional 
reforms. They would send petitions year after year to the British 
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Govt hoping that it would grant them freedom of its own accord. But 
as the British Govt refused to take them seriously the national 
movement after 1905 diverted towards the Extremists who did not 
hesitate in using extreme means to achieve their aims. 

Swadeshi Movement 
 

 

Swadeshi literally means of one's own country. It implied that people 
should use goods produced within the country. This would help 
promote Indian industries and strengthen the nation. It would also 
generate patriotism. The promotion of swadeshi was accompanied 
by the advocacy of boycott. The two were complementary. It was 
realised that by organizing the boycott of foreign goods were mainly 
British sale of these goods would suffer. This would hurt Britain's 
economic interests and the British govt would be forced to concede 
to Indian demands. Swadeshi and Boycott led to the strengthening 
of political activity all over India. British cloth, sugar and other 
goods were boycotted. Shops selling foreign goods were picketed. In 
many places public burnings of cloth were organized. The extremists 
were keen to extend boycott to other things. They advocated the 
relentless boycott of officialized education, justice and executive 
administration backed by the positive development of swadeshi 
industries, national schools and arbitration courts. This method of 
agitation against foreign rule came to be known as the passive 
resistance. 

Hind Swaraj 

From 1885 to 1947 the sessions of the Congress were held every 
year at different stations. One of its important sessions was the 
Calcutta Session which was held in 1906.When the movement 
against the partition of Bengal was at its height the annual session 
of the Congress was held at Calcutta in 1906 under the president 
ship of Dadabhai Naoroji. 

This session is very important because of the following things. It 
tired to effect conciliation between the Moderates and 
Extremists.Dadabahi Naoroji's address formed a remarkable 
departure from the conventional type of Congress addresses. Here 
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he sponsored the new programme of the Congress which had so far 
been advocated by the extremists. For the first time Calcutta 
Session (1906) was declared as the aim of the Congress. In his own 
words, "We want self-government or Calcutta Session (1906) like 
that of the United Kingdom or dominions. The Swadeshi and the 
Boycott were accorded full support by the Congress. For the first 
time Boycott was authorised to be used as a political weapon. The 
Congress condemned the Partition of Bengal. In the words of 
DadaBhai Naoroji it is a bad blunder of England. Promotion of 
education was declared as the aim of the Congress. 

Calcutta Session (1906) 

From 1885 to 1947 the sessions of the Congress were held every 
year at different stations. One of its important sessions was the 
Calcutta Session which was held in 1906.When the movement 
against the partition of Bengal was at its height the annual session 
of the Congress was held at Calcutta in 1906 under the president 
ship of Dadabhai Naoroji. 

This session is very important because of the following things. It 
tired to effect conciliation between the Moderates and 
Extremists.Dadabahi Naoroji's address formed a remarkable 
departure from the conventional type of Congress addresses. Here 
he sponsored the new programme of the Congress which had so far 
been advocated by the extremists. For the first time Calcutta 
Session (1906) was declared as the aim of the Congress. In his own 
words, "We want self-government or Calcutta Session (1906) like 
that of the United Kingdom or dominions. The Swadeshi and the 
Boycott were accorded full support by the Congress. For the first 
time Boycott was authorised to be used as a political weapon. The 
Congress condemned the Partition of Bengal. In the words of 
DadaBhai Naoroji it is a bad blunder of England. Promotion of 
education was declared as the aim of the Congress. 
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Surat Session (1907) 

The 23rd Session of the Congress was held at Surat.It very 
important from points of view. There was an open clash between the 
Moderates and the Extremists and ultimately it led to a split in the 
Congress. The Extremists wanted to hold the session at Nagpur as 
was decided at the Calcutta Session of the Congress but the 
Moderates wanted to hold the session at Surat. The Extremists 
wanted to make either Tilak or Lala Lajpat Rai as the President of 
the session while the Moderates wanted to make Sh Ras Bihari 
Ghosh as the President. The Moderates wanted to recede from the 
policy laid down in the Calcutta Congress and tried to exclude the 
resolutions on Swadeshi, Boycott and National Education as were 
passed by the Calcutta Congress. But the Extremists were not 
prepared to do so. While the leadership of the Congress remained in 
the hands of the Moderates for some time more the Extremists 
worked separately till 1916. 

Lucknow Session (1916) 

The 31st Session of the Congress was held at Lucknow in 1916.It 
was presided over by the Ambica charan Majumdar who was a 
prominent lawyer and was actively associated with the Congress 
since its birth. After a lapse of about 10 years both the Moderates 
and Extremists were united again which was a good sign for the 
national movement. In his address the President declared 'If the 
United Congress was buried at Sutra it is reborn at Lucknow in the 
garden of Wajid Ali Shah. After nearly 10 years of painful separation 
and wanderings through the wilderness of misunderstandings the 
brother had at first met brothers'. In this session the Congress and 
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the Muslim League came closer to each other and they signed the 
historic Lucknow Pact. 

A joint Reform Scheme was sent to the Viceroy. They decided to 
make a united demand for self-government. They were to join their 
hands in asking the Government that a majority of the members of 
the Legislative Councils to be elected. They were to ask the 
Government that the Legislative Councils be invested with wider 
powers than before. They would make a common demand that at 
least half the seats in the Viceroy's Executive Council be filled with 
Indians. Thus this session of 1916 cemented the friendship between 
the Congress and the Muslim League and promoted goodwill 
between the Hindus and the Muslims. Resolution condemning the 
Arms Act and Press Act were passed which had virtually reduced 
the people and the press to a condition of absolute helplessness. 

Morley-Minto Reforms (1909) 

The British govt played the game of Divide and Rule and tried to win 
over moderate nationalist opinion so that the militant nationalist 
could be isolated and suppressed. To placate the moderate 
nationalists it announced constitutional concessions through the 
Indian Council Act of 1909 known as Morley-Minto Reforms. 

A joint Reform Scheme was sent to the Viceroy. They decided to 
make a united demand for self-government. They were to join their 
hands in asking the Government that a majority of the members of 
the Legislative Councils to be elected. They were to ask the 
Government that the Legislative Councils be invested with wider 
powers than before. They would make a common demand that at 
least half the seats in the Viceroy's Executive Council be filled with 
Indians. Thus this session of 1916 cemented the friendship between 
the Congress and the Muslim League and promoted goodwill 
between the Hindus and the Muslims. Resolution condemning the 
Arms Act and Press Act were passed which had virtually reduced 
the people and the press to a condition of absolute helplessness. 

Morley-Minto Reforms (1909) 

The British govt played the game of Divide and Rule and tried to win 
over moderate nationalist opinion so that the militant nationalist 
could be isolated and suppressed. To placate the moderate 
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nationalists it announced constitutional concessions through the 
Indian Council Act of 1909 known as Morley-Minto Reforms. 

A joint Reform Scheme was sent to the Viceroy. They decided to 
make a united demand for self-government. They were to join their 
hands in asking the Government that a majority of the members of 
the Legislative Councils to be elected. They were to ask the 
Government that the Legislative Councils be invested with wider 
powers than before. They would make a common demand that at 
least half the seats in the Viceroy's Executive Council be filled with 
Indians. Thus this session of 1916 cemented the friendship between 
the Congress and the Muslim League and promoted goodwill 
between the Hindus and the Muslims. Resolution condemning the 
Arms Act and Press Act were passed which had virtually reduced 
the people and the press to a condition of absolute helplessness. 

Revolutionary Terrorism 

Some nationalists frustrated by the failure of political struggle 
turned to revolutionary terrorism. They felt that the British must be 
physically expelled from India. They resorted to use violence against 
unpopular British officials, governors and viceroys. Certain 
newspapers like Sandhya and the Yugantar in Bengal and Kal in 
Maharashtra began to advocate revolutionary terrorism after 1905. 
Soon many secret societies of terrorist youth came into existence. 
The most famous of these was in Anushilan Samiti whose Dacca 
section alone had 500 branches. The terrorists also established 
centres of activity abroad. The Ghadar party was constituted in 
1913 by revolutionaries in USA and Canada. They aimed at the 
overthrow of the British through an armed revolt. Prominent 
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revolutionaries were Prafulla Chaki,Khudiram Bose.V Savarkar,Har 
Dayal and Ajit Singh. 

Muslim League 

In 1906 the Muslim League was formed. The lead in its formation 
was taken by the Agha Khan and Nawab Salimulla of Dacca. They 
were encouraged by Viceroy Minto.The Muslim League declared that 
its aims were to promote loyalty to the government ,to protect and 
advance the interests of Muslims and to ensure that Muslims did 
not develop feelings of hostility towards other communities in India. 
However in spite of the efforts of the British govt the Muslim masses 
were drawn into the nationalist movement. 

The reason was the contempt that the Muslim felt for the British 
govt for waging war against the Sultan of Turkey who was regarded 
as the Caliph of the Muslim world. Two prominent Muslim leaders 
Maulana Mohammad Ali and Abul Kalam Azad carried on nationalist 
propaganda among the people and brought them into the struggle 
for freedom. The Muslim League itself was influenced by the spread 
of anti-imperialist ideas. In 1913 it adopted the attainment of self-
govt as its aim. 

Nationalists and the First World War 

In June 1914 the First World War broke out between Great Britain, 
France, Russia and Japan on one side joined later by Italy and USA 
and Germany, Austria-Hungary and Turkey on the other. In India 
the years of the war marked the maturing of nationalism. In the 
beginning the Indian nationalist leaders including Lokmanya Tilak 
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who had been released in June 1914 decided to support the war 
effort of the government in the mistaken belief that great Britain 
would repay India's loyalty with gratitude and enable India to take 
a long step forward on the road to self-govt.They did not realise fully 
that the different powers were fighting the First World War precisely 
to safe-guard their existing colonies. 

Home Rule League 

Many Indian leaders felt that popular pressure should be brought 
to bear upon the govt if any real concessions were to be extracted. 
Hence real mass political movement was necessary. War had meant 
heavy taxation and roaring prices of the daily necessities of life. The 
people as a result were getting ready to join any militant movement 
of protest. Consequently the war years were years of intense 
nationalist political agitation. But this mass agitation had to be 
carried on outside the Congress for the party was dominated by the 
moderates. Therefore two Home Rule Leagues were started in 1915-
1916 one under the leadership of Tilak and the other under the 
leadership of Annie Besant and S Subramaniyam Iyer.The two Home 
Rule Leagues carried out intense propaganda all over the country in 
favour of the demand for the grant of Home Rule or self govt to India 
after the war. The other prominent leaders who joined the agitation 
for Home Rule were Motilal Nehru and C.R Das. 

The Govt resorted to repression.Mrs Annie Besant was arrested and 
many newspapers were banned. The war period also saw the growth 
of revolutionary movement. The growing nationalist feeling in the 
country and the urge for national unity produced two historic 
developments at the Lucknow Session of the INC in 1916. Firstly the 
two wings of the Congress were reunited. The old controversies had 
lost their meaning and the split in the congress had not benefited 
either group. At Lucknow the Congress and the All India Muslim 
League sank their old differences and put up common political 
demands before the govt.Congress accepted the principle of separate 
electorates. This unity is popularly known in history as the Lucknow 
Pact. Unfortunately this unity was based on the notion of bringing 
together Hindus and Muslims as separate entities. This left the way 
open to the future resurgence of communalism in Indian politics. 
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Nehru Report 

In response to the appointment of Simon Commission and the 
challenge given by Lord Birkenhead, Secretary of State for India, the 
All Parties Conference was called at Delhi on 12th February 1928. 
It was presided by MA Ansari. In May the All Parties Conference 
appointed a committee with Motilal Nehru as its chairman. The 
purpose was to consider and determine the principles of the 
constitution for India. The committee consisted of Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru, Sir Ali Imam, MS Aney, Mangal Singh, Shoaib Qureshi, GR 
Pradhan, NM Joshi, MR Jayakar and Subhash Chandra Bose. The 
main recommendations of the report included that India must be 
given dominion status which meant independence within the British 
Commonwealth. India would be a federation having a bicameral 
legislature at the center to which the ministry would be responsible. 
The Governor General would be only the constitutional head with 
the same powers as the British crown. There was no provision for 
separate electorate. 

Citizenship was also defined and fundamental rights were 
enunciated. The Annual Session of the INC held in Calcutta in 
December 1928 approved the Nehru report and also served an 
ultimatum to the British government to accept the Nehru Report 
failing which the party would launch another mass movement with 
goal of Poorna Swarajya. The open session of the Muslim League 
meeting at Delhi on 28th March 1929 rejected the Nehru Report and 
accepted Jinnah’s fourteen points. 

Jinnah's Fourteen Points 
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Jinnah in Delhi announced the Fourteen Points on 28th March 1929 
at a meeting of Muslim League. It did not accept the Jinnah's 
Fourteen Points on the ground that it discarded separate electorates 
and other demands of minorities and presented his Fourteen Points. 

1. The form of the future constitution of India should be federal 
with residuary powers vested in the provinces. 

2. A uniform measure of autonomy should be granted to all 
provinces. 

3. All legislatures and other elected bodies should be constituted 
on the definite principle of adequate and effective 
representation of minorities. 

4. In the central legislature Muslim representation should not be 
less than 1/3. 

5. Representation of communal groups should continue to be by 
separate electorates as at present provided that it should be 
open to any community at any time to abandon its separate 
electorate in favor of joint electorate. 

6. Any territorial redistribution should not affect the Muslim 
majority in Punjab, Bengal and the NWFP. 

7. Full liberty of belief, worship and observance propaganda, 
association and education should be guaranteed to all 
communities. 

8. No bill or resolution or any party should be passed in any 
legislature or any other elected body if three-fourths of the 
members of any community in that body opposed it as being 
injurious to the interests of that community. 

9. Sind should be separated from the Bombay Presidency. 
10. Reforms should be introduced in the NWFP and 

Baluchistan on the same footing as in other provinces. 
11. Adequate share for Muslims should be provided in the 

constitution in all services of the state subject to the 
requirements of efficiency. 

12. Adequate safeguards for the protection and promotion of 
Muslim culture, education, language, religion, personal laws 
and charitable institutions and for their due share in the 
grants-in-aid given by the state should be provided in the 
constitution. 

13. No cabinet either central or provincial should be formed 
without at least 1/3 of the ministers being Muslims. 
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14. No changes should be made in the Constitution by the 
Central Legislature except with the concurrence of the state 
constituting the Indian federation. 

Lahore Session of the Congress (1929 
December) 

The annual session of the Congress was held at Lahore 1929 where 
Jawaharlal Nehru was elected the president. The Lahore session of 
the Congress passed a series of landmark resolutions. 

 The Nehru Committee report had lapsed, as dominion status was 
not acceptable. 

 As per the Poorna Swaraj resolution passed at the Lahore 
Congress the word Swaraj in the Congress Constitution would 
mean complete independence. 

 All future elections were to be boycotted. 
 Round Table Conference decided to be held in London would be 

boycotted. 
 Civil Disobedience was to be launched. The Congress Working 

Committee allowed Gandhi to determine the time, place and issue 
on which movement was to be launched. Gandhi decided to launch 
the movement by violating the salt laws at the coast of Dandi, 
Gujarat. 

Dandi March (Salt Satyagraha) 

On 12th March 1930 Gandhi started the historic march from the 
Sabarmati Ashram with his followers. After 24 days long march he 
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symbolically broke the Salt law at Dandi on 5th April 1930.The 
breaking of the Salt law formally started the Civil Disobedience 
movement. Soon the defiance of Salt law started all over the country. 
In Tamil Nadu C Rajagopalachari led a Salt March from Trichinopoly 
to Vedaranniyam on the Tanjore coast. 

In Malabar K Kelappan walked from Calicut to Payyanur to break 
the Salt Law. In United Province and Gujarat no tax campaign was 
launched. The Bengal revolutionaries led a seize to the Chittagong 
armory. The Working Committee in May 1930 decided non payment 
of land revenue in ryotwari areas and non payment of Chaukidari 
tax in zamindari region and forest satyagraha. 

 

Round Table Conferences 

Sir John Simon recommended British Government to call a 
conference consisting of the representatives of both the British India 
as well as the Indian states so as to take a final decision on the issue 
of constitutional reforms for India and by a declaration of Lord Irwin 
Round Table Conference was called. The first session of the Round 
Table Conference began on 12th November 1930.The British Indian 
delegation comprised 58 members. Wellington succeeded Lord Irwin 
in Delhi on April 1931.Sir Samuel Hoare a leading conservative 
became secretary of state for India. The Congress had suspended 
civil disobedience movement but reiterated Poorna Swaraj as its 
ultimate political goal. The second session made recommendation 
that responsible government would be established immediately both 
at the center and in the provinces including complete control over 
finance, army, defense and external relations. 

The third Round Table Conference was called on 17th November 
1932.The Congress boycotted this. The British government on the 
basis of the discussion at the three sessions drafted its proposals 
for the reform of the Indian Constitution which were embodied in 
the white paper published in March 1933.The White Paper was 
examined and approved by a Joint Committee of the British 
Parliament and a bill based on the report of this committee was 
introduced and passed in the British Parliament as the Government 
of India Act 1935. 
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Communal Award and Poona Pact 

On 16th August 1932 Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald 
announced in the British Parliament the proposal on minority 
representation known as the Communal Award. The award reserved 
a number of seats in the provincial legislature. According to this 
award Muslim, Christians, Anglo-Indians, Europeans and Sikh 
voters would elect their candidates by voting in separate communal 
electorates. The award declared the depressed classes also to be a 
minority community entitled to separate electorates and thus 
separated them from rest of the Hindus. They also had the right to 
vote in the remaining general constituencies also. MacDonald 
promised to accept any alternative scheme mutually agreed upon by 
the Hindus and the depressed classes. Gandhiji reacted strongly to 
the proposal and wrote to the British PM on 18th August 1932.He 
went on fast unto death on 20th September 1932 to enforce his 
demand. Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya summoned a conference of 
all castes and political parties including Dr. BR Ambedkar to sort 
out the issue. On 25th September 1932 they arrived at an agreement 
in Poona known as Poona Pact .The Poona Pact had concluded with 
the following terms 

The principle of joint and common electorate was accepted for all 
Hindus.48 seats in different provincial legislatures were reserved for 
the depressed classes in place of 71.18% of the seats in the Central 
Legislature were reserved for the depressed classes. Adequate 
representation would be given to the depressed classes in the civil 
services. 
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Regional  
 
Murshid Kuli Khan 

Murshid Quli khan was appointed as Bengal’s diwan by Aurangzeb 
as naib subedar and later as subedar in 1717 by Farukh Siyar.He 
was also granted the governorship of Orissa b.y the Emperor Farukh 
Siyar in 1719.The capital was shifted from Dacca to 
Murshidabad.He gradually assumed autonomy though he continued 
to pay tribute to Mughal Emperor. 

He carried out reorganization of the finances through transfer of 
large parts of jagir lands into khalisa lands.He introduced the 
system of revenue farming. 

He granted Takkavi loans to peasants for personal use,improved 
agriculture and for paying land revenues in times of famines. He 
reorganized administration giving equal opportunities of 
employment to Muslims and Hindus. 

His policy of appointing local Hindu zamindars and moneylenders 
as revenue farmers led to the rise and growth of a new landed 
aristocracy in Bengal. 

He gave impetus to the expansion of trade and commerce by 
encouraging Indian and foreign merchants providing security to 
them on roads and rivers checking private trade by officials. 

He maintained strict control over the activities of foreign trading 
companies ;preventing the servants of East India Company from 
abusing the privileges granted to the company by the Mughal 
farmans of 1691 and 1717. He established law and order in the 
province by suppressing the rebellious zamindars. 

 

 

Treaty of Alinagar (1757) 

The treaty comprised: 

 A list of demands made by the Company 
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 An agreement affirming to return to status quo 
 A number of farmans and dastaks issued by the nawab 
 As long as nawab shall observe his agreement,English will 

continue to support him. 

All the trade privileges held earlier by the Company stood 
confirmed.Additionally the English were authorized to fortify 
Calcutta against possible French attack and issue their own coins. 

 

 

Battle of Plassey (23 June 1757) 

The treaty was violated by conquest of Chandannagore by the 
British in 1757.Siraj ud –Dhaula protested by offering protection to 
the French. The British decided to remove him through conspiracy. 
The battle of Plassey took place on June 23 ,1757.This battle saw 
the treachery of Mir Jafar and Rai Durlabh,bravery of small force 
and desertation of Nawab’s army.Siraj-ud –Dhaula was captured 
and executed by son of Mir Jafar. 

 

 

Mir Jafar (1757-60) 

Mir Jafar granted the right to free trade in Bengal and Bihar and 
Orissa and zamindari of the 24 parganas to the British besides 
paying them a sum of Rs 17.7 million as compensation.His period 
saw the beginning of the drain of wealth from India to Britain.He 

http://www.educatererindia.com/


GAUTAM SINGH                         UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – INDIAN HISTORY 0 7830294949 

THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com  

 

tried to replace the English with the Dutch but the Dutch were 
defeated by the English at Bedara in 1759. 

 

 

Mir Qasim (1760-63) 

Mir Qasim granted the zamindari of Burdwan,Midnapore and 
Chittagong to the British officials .he also paid them Rs 2.9 
million.He introduced several revenue and military reforms to 
strengthen his position.His period saw the beginning of the conflict 
between the Nawab and the British for sovereign power.He 
transferred his capital from Murshidabad to Mongher.He stopped 
the misuse of the dastaks or free passes allowed to the company and 
abolished all duties on internal trade against British. 

 

 

Battle of Bauxr 

Mir Qasim fought against the British along with three allies – Shuja-
ud-Daula of Awadh and Shah Alam II.This battle led to their defeat 
by the British forces under Major Hector Munro. 

Hyderabad 
 
Nizam ul Mulk Asaf Jan(1724-48) 

His first term as the viceroy of the Deccan was between 1713 and 
1715.He was given titles of Khan-i-Dauran and later Nizam-ul-
Mulk.His second term as the viceroy of Deccan fell between 1720 
and 1722.His appointment as wazir of the Mughal empire by 
Muhammad Shah resulted in his march to the Deccan without 
waiting for the Emperor’s permission. 

He founded the state of Hyderabad as the central Mughal authority 
was unable to stop him or punish him.He was given viceroyalty of 
the Deccan and title of Asaf Jah by the emperor though he continued 
to recognize the emperor as his sovereign. 
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The reforms introduced by the Nizam include the establishment of 
peace and security by suppressing all the rebel nobles and 
maintaining law and order in the region.He made efforts to stop the 
plundering of the Marathas and revived the agriculture and industry 
by introducing reforms and incentives. 

British Relations with Nizams 

British started interfering in the affairs of Hyderabad when they 
started favoring Nasir Jung against Muzaffar Jung. British signed 
Treaty of Masulipatnam in 1759 with Salabat Jung. 

British signed Treaty of Hyderabad in 1766 in which they obtained 
the five Northern Circars( Ellur,Siccacole,Rajmundry,Mustafanagar 
and Murtzanagar) from Nizam in return for military assistance. The 
treaty was renewed in 1768. 

Nizam maintained neutrality in the second Mysore wars and 
cooperated with British in subsequent Mysore wars with British 
against Tipu Sultan. British under Lord Wellesley signed Subsidiary 
Alliance with Nizam under which he surrendered all the territories 
that he got after III and IV Mysore Wars to the British for the 
maintenance of the subsidiary force in Hyderabad. 

In 1853 Nizam was forced by Lord Dalhousie to surrender 
Berar.Nizam cooperated with British during 1857 first war of 
independence. 
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Awadh 
 
Shuja-ud-Dhaula 
 

 

Shuja-ud-Dhaula ascended the throne of Awadh as well as 
wazirship of Mughal Empire in 1754.He had fought against British 
in Battle of Buxar in 1764 but has to concede Allahabad and Kara. 
He had to pay huge indemnity to the British. Under Lord Hastings 
he was forced to sign Treaty of Benaras in 1773.In this treaty, 
British got the right to station their armies in Awadh for his 
protection. He defeated Rohillas with the help of British and 
annexed Rohillakand to Awadh in 1774. 

Asaf-ud-Dhaula 

Asaf-ud-Dhaula signed Treaty of Faizabad with British in 
1775.Under this treaty,they will not encourage their peasants in 
committing hostilities. 

Nawab would not entertain Mir Qasim. 

Nawab gave British authority over all the districts. 

Nawab would pay 2.6 lakh per month for maintaining the British 
army. 

Wajid Ali Shah 

Lord Dalhousie annexed Awadh in 1856 and pensioned off the 
Nawab to Calcutta. 

Mysore 
 
Hyder Ali 

Haider Ali came to power in 1761 but he continued to recognize 
Krishna Raja as the lawful ruler of Mysore.He conquered several 
territories –Coorg,Malabar,Bellary,Cuddapah etc.His administrative 
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reforms made Mysore one of the leading Indian powers.He fought 
against British in Ist and IInd Mysore Wars. 

Tipu Sultan 

Tipu Sultan succeeded Haider Ali in 1785 and fought against British 
in III and IV Mysore wars.He brought great changes in the 
administrative system.He introduced modern industries by bringing 
foreign experts and extending state support to many industries. 

He sent ambassadors to many countries for establishing foreign 
trade links.He introduced new system of coinage,new scales of 
weight and new calendar. 

He tried to increase the state income by abolition of the Jagir system 
and reducing the hereditary possessions of the feudal chiefs. He 
tried to check illegal collection of taxes from the peasants.Tipu 
Sultan organized the infantry on the European lines and tried to 
built modern navy. 

Integration of Native States 
 

 

At the time of Indian independence there were 562 native states in 
India. These states were ruled by hereditary rulers and had been in 
existence since ages. The size and strength of native states varied 
from place to place. The socio-cultural aspects of life also differed 
from one state to another. 
Out of 562 native states 30 were located with in the geographical 

http://www.educatererindia.com/


GAUTAM SINGH                         UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – INDIAN HISTORY 0 7830294949 

THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com  

 

area of proposed Pakistan and 532 were located within the realms 
of Indian Union. 

The integration of these states was a challenging task because these 
states were scattered through out the length and breath of India. 
The native rulers were apprehensive of democratic system of polity 
being pursued in British India. These native rulers wanted to 
preserve their traditional rights and privileges and their 
independent existence. 

The British policy had also aggravated their problem because the 
Mountbatten Plan gave three choices to native states and 
sovereignty was transferred to them. According to the Mountbatten 
Plan the native states could join India or Pakistan or could remain 
independent. This led to tremendous pressure on Congress 
leadership. 

The independent existence of native states would have made Indian 
freedom meaningless and there could have been complete 
Balkanization of India. In such a scenario the political stability 
could have been remained a distant dream in India. 

The activities of some of the native rulers had further heightened 
this fear. Some of the native rulers led by Nawab of Bhopal cherished 
the dream of creating a third union in India and such efforts had to 
be crushed immediately. 

Sarder Patel shouldered the responsibility of the integration of 
native states with the Indian Union. He formulated a well thought 
and multi prolonged strategy to bring about the integration of native 
states with India. He used the policy of carrot and stick to prevail 
upon the native rulers to accept their accession to India. 

Sardar Patel used the spirit of nationalism to arouse the patriotic 
sentiments of the native rulers. This technique was quite effective 
as many of the native states agreed to accept their integration with 
India. 

The native rulers were promised complete safety of the traditional 
privileges and influence. Privy purse was guaranteed to them and 
their rights was accepted over the properties controlled by them at 
that time. This policy of conciliation was highly successful. 
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Sardar Patel also used pressure quite effectively to force the native 
rulers to sign the instrument of accession. They were threatened 
with mass agitation and popular revolt. They were also pressurized 
by the threat of military action and the combined effect of policy of 
carrot and stick produced remarkable result. 

The problem created by the native states of Junagarh and Kashmir 
clearly reveals the challenge of the task of integration of native 
states. Sardar Patel succeeded in integrating the states of Junagarh 
and Hyderabad by using mass revolt and police action assertively 
but the integration of Kashmir proved to be most troublesome. 

Though Raja Hari Singh signed the instrument of Accession on Oct 
26,1947 but the problem was created by proxy war organized by 
Pakistan. 

Education in British India 

The introduction of modern education was an event of great 
historical significance for India. It was definitely a progressive act of 
the British rule. Three main agencies were responsible for the 
spread of modern education in India: the foreign Christian 
missionaries, the British government and progressive Indians. 
Christian missionaries, who did extensive work in the sphere of 
spread of modern education in India, were inspired mainly by a 
proselytizing spirit to spread Christianity among the people. These 
missionaries started educational institutions which along with 
imparting modern secular education also gave religious instructions 
in Christianity. The British Government was, however, the principal 
agent in disseminating modern education in India. It established a 
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network of schools and colleges in India which turned out educated 
Indians well-versed in modern knowledge. 

The introduction of modern education in India was primarily 
motivated by political and public-administrative and economic 
needs of Britain in India. However, they were convinced that the 
spread of British culture would bring about a social and political 
unification of the world.Modern education including online 
education is beneficial in India, specifically if obtaining a Master of 
Public Administration, which offers essential and advanced 
knowledge for forthcoming elected and appointed officials at all 
levels of government. Persons like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Keshab 
Chandra Sen, Rabindra Nath Tagore, Ishwar Chander Vidyasagar, 
Ranade, Dayanand Saraswati, Ramakrishna Vivekanand, etc. 
worked towards the establishment of modern education. Modern 
education had fundamentally different orientation and organization 
as compared to traditional education. Thus, with the introduction 
of the Western system of education both the meaning and content 
of education underwent significant changes. 

Modern education was also the medium for spread of modern 
science and ideas of equality and liberty. It becomes less religious. 
Besides, many new branches of learning were introduced. The 
printing press revolutionized the educational system in that the 
emphasis shifted from personal, oral communication to impersonal 
communication of idea through books, journals and other media. It 
brought the sacred scripture within the reach of many castes who 
had not been allowed by custom to read them. Modern education 
was gradually thrown by custom to read them. Modern education 
was gradually thrown open to all castes, religious groups and to 
women. Education became the basis of exploiting new economic 
opportunities which were to a large extent caste-free.You can also 
read about Effectivepapers.com site from which you can get 
dissertation proposal help from PhD freelance writers. Education 
opportunities helped one to acquire the necessary skills outside 
caste. Occupations thus become a relatively independent element. 

Indian Society In Colonial Period 

There was stagnation in the social life. The social system of the 
Hindus was predominantly based on the caste system which had 
arisen in ancient times. In course of time it had undergone many 
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changes but its hereditary and unequal basis had remained 
unchanged. The caste system was one of the most important causes 
of social disunity. There were hundreds of castes and sub castes in 
the country which led to the fragmentation of society. The sense of 
belonging to a caste or sub caste was strong. A large part of the 
population was considered by the people of higher castes as 
untouchable. There were several evil customs and practices which 
had become part of the Hindu social system such as sati, 
infanticide, child marriage and belief in superstitions. 

The status of women in society had deteriorated. A widow’s life 
particularly if she belonged to a higher caste was miserable. She 
could not remarry even if she became a widow during her childhood. 
The Muslims were also divided by caste, ethnic and sectarian 
differences. The backward economic system together with a social 
system presented an equally dismal picture. Political loyalties were 
primarily local or regional. The Marathas who had emerged after the 
break down of Mughal Empire had no conception of a united Indian 
nation. Their conception of nationality was narrow and limited and 
they thought of dominating over other parts of the country rather 
than welding them into a nation. The concept of nation had not yet 
developed. 

Famines and British Rule in India 
 

The recurring famines of 19th century were the inevitable 

consequences of the British policies and exposed the real 

character of the British administration for Indian peasantry. 

Famine refers to the condition of large scale mortality due to the 

non availability of food to the people .The history of British rule in 
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India was characterized by number of recurring famines and these 

famines were the essential consequences of character of British 

rule in India. 

The British rulers emphasized on the concept of white man’s burden 
in a number of ways to justify their colonial rule in India. They 
emphasized that the British policies and programmes would benefit 
the Indian peasantry along with various Indian groups. A number of 
land reforms were introduced with the expectation that these 
reforms would help peasants in different ways. But all these reforms 
produced negative consequences and resulted in large-scale 
exploitation of peasants. 

In the beginning the colonial rulers did not accept the responsibility 
of these famines though the process of the emergence of famines 
had started with the establishment of British rule in Bengal but for 
almost 100 years the British rulers never tried to understand the 
causes of these famines and did not formulate any policy to check 
the recurrence of these famines. 

When a serious famine struck Delhi – Agra region in 1860-61 the 
government appointed Col Baird Committee to investigate the 
causes of famine but this committee performed no function and did 
not put forward any significant recommendation because of this 
basic factors and forces responsible for the famine remained intact. 

In 1866 a great famine struck many parts of India but its impact 
was felt in Orissa. The Government appointed George Campbell 
Commission to investigate the causes of famine and to recommend 
measures to prevent recurrences in future. 

The Committee held government system responsible for creating the 
famine like conditions and suggested that the government during 
famine times must organize the relief measures. The committee also 
recommended that steps should be taken for employment 
generation immediately so that the impact of famine could be 
mitigated. 

The recommendations of Cambell committee were not given much 
attention and consequently a serious famine reoccurred in many 
parts of country including Punjab, UP and Madras in 1876.Its 
maximum impact was felt in Madras Presidency. The government 
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appointed another commission in 1880.The Commission 
recommended 

1. A famine code should be formulated. 
2. Irrigation facilities should be developed. 
3. Collection of land revenue should be suspended immediately 

during famines and land revenue should be remitted. 
4. Data should be collected about the conditions of Indian 

peasantry and agriculture. 
5. A famine fund should be set up. 

In accordance with the recommendation of Strachey Commission a 
famine fund with amount Rs 1 crore was set up and famine code 
was also formulated in 1883.This code has 4 parts. The first part of 
the code dealt with the government measures during the normal 
times. The second part dealt with relief campaign. The third part 
dealt with the duties of officials during relief measures. The fourth 
part dealt with the division of famine-affected areas. 

In spite of the formulation of famine policy and its implementation 
a number of famines struck India repeatedly. A severe famine 
occurred in 1896-97 and another famine occurred in 1899-1900.The 
government of Lord Curzon appointed Anthony McDonald 
Committee in 1900 to suggest measures to counter the famine 
effectively. 

The Committee recommended the famine code should be revised, 
transportation facilities should be improved, and irrigation network 
should be developed. A famine commissioner should be appointed 
and the government should take moral responsibility of the welfare 
of people during famine times. In accordance with these 
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recommendations steps were taken to improve irrigation to increase 
the agricultural production. 

In 1942-43 a severe famine struck the Bengal region. The 
government appointed John Woodhad Committee. The Committee 
recommended that all Indian Food Council should be set up. The 
dept of food and agriculture should be merged and steps should be 
taken to increase agriculture production. 

Though British government initiated number of steps but these 
steps failed to improve the condition of Indian masses in any way. 
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