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Israel-Palestine Conflict: History, Wars, and Solution
[

We have been receiving many requests from our readers to create an easy-to-understand
article covering all the issues related with Israel-Pal est i ne. Though i tés
dimension within a limited space, in this post, we have tried our best to create a comprehensive

article on Isreal-Palestine conflict.

The Israel-Palestine conflict i often referred as the 6 w o r ina$tintsactable ¢ o n f 1l i$.rooted
in a dispute over land claimed by Jews as their biblical birthright and by the Palestinians, who
seek self-determination. Despite repeated attempts to end the conflict between the two
countries, there is no peace settlement in sight.

The History of Israel-Palestine Conflict
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1 Jews have been'persecuted throughout the history due to their religious beliefs and foreign
culture.

1 In 1897, Jews started a movement called a Zionist movement,to escape persecution and
establishitheir own state in their ancestral homeland, Israel. The World Zionist
Organisation was created to advocate for the establishment of a Jewish homeland in
Palestine.

1 As aresult, a large number of Jews started flowing into Palestine and they bought land and
started settling down there.

1 By 1916, Palestine came under the British control after the SykesPicot Agreement(a secret
agreement between Great Britain and France). This led to the division of the old Ottoman

Turkish Empire.
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1 Later through Balfour declaration, the British foreign secretary James Balfour agreed to the
establishment of a Jewish homeland.

 After Nazis gained power in Germany in 1930s, the Jews influx to Palestine took a major
turn with hundreds of thousands of them resettled from Europe to Palestine. Arabs saw this
as a threat to their homeland and they fought bitterly with them. As the British Government
remained as a mute spectator, violence reached its peak.

1 In 1947, the British Government referred the question of the future of Palestine to:the
United Nations. UN voted to split the land into two countries. Jewish people acceptedithe

agreement and declared independence of Israel.
Arabds fight agad9nst the | srael (1948

1 Arabs saw the creation of Israel as a part of a conspiracy to move them out of their land.
Consequently, in 1948, the Arab states of Egypt, Jordan, Irag, and Syria declared war on
Israel.
T Not e: ltés interesting, tho note here that | ndie
as a crime against humanity. But India recognized Israel.in 1950.
1 Atthe end of the war between Israel and Arab. countries, Israel emerged victoriously.
Moreover, it could increase its territory to a largernextent and it marked the beginning of the
expansionist policy of Israel.
1 As a consequence of the war, alarge number of Palestinians either flee or were forced to
move out of Israel and settle in refugee'campsnear | srael 6s border . It
of Palestinerefugeecrisis which ultimately led to the creation of a terrorist organization PLO
(PalestineLiberation, Organization) in 1964.
| srael 0s~ fli.ght against the Arab countrie
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In 1967, Israel launched'a preemptive strike against Egypt, Syria, and Jordan and at the end of
this Six-Day War, Israel captured:
1. Golan Heightsfrom:Syria.
2. WestBankand EastJerusalemfrom Jordan.
3. SinaiPeninsulaand GazaStrip from Egypt. (Refer the map above)
 The 1967war is particularly importantf or t odaydés conflict, as it

the'WestBank and Gaza Strip, two territories home to a large number of Palestinians.

i Gaza and Westbank are together known as 0O0Occu
UN Charter and return of the Sinai Peninsula
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Partition
1947
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1 Under the UN Charter, there can la I%rritorial gains from war, even by a state
acting in self-defense. %
1 Therefore, in response to the'Si ar, the UN Security Council adopted a resolution
for oO6Lanad f pietacmandated that | srael should

the defeated nations.

T I n the [ of I srael ds rel uct anfAtab-Istagiwaret ur n
erupted in 1973 (Yom Kippur war) in which Israel suffered some setbacks.

1 In 1979, Isra igned a peace treaty, accordingly Israel return Sinai Peninsulato

Egy .Egypt became the first Arab nation to officially recognize Israel as a state.
Ha atah
7 | , Hamas (Islamic Militant group) for the liberation of Palestine through Jihad came

into existence. It refused to recognize Israel as a country. It has received support from Iran
and Syria.

1 On the other hand, Fatah, a faction of PLO under Yasser Arafat received support from
Western nations.

Intifad a (uprising) against Israel occupancy
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1 FirstIntifada: The tension between | srael and Palestin
settlement in West Bank and Gaza Strip. Palestinians living which in the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip fomented the riots begun in 1987, known as the first intifada.
1 OsloPeaceAccord: With the mediation of US and Russia in 1993, Israel and PLO
signed Oslo Peaceaccord which was based on the concept of two state solution. Palestine
and Israel signed the Declaration of Principles i in which both nations seek recognition as

autonomous governing bodies. PLO recognized Isreal. Isreal agreed to give independence

to the decocupioegd es b. However, ter i es rem
1 Camp David Summit (2000): It aimed to help the two sides finally agree nt, but
the talks eventually failed. The violence led to the Second Intifada.
1 Secondintifada (2000:05): In 2000, a more violent Palestine Uprising start nd a large
number of civilians died on both sides. This is known as the second i a. As a defensive
measure, Israel constructed a West Bank Barrier along separate Israel and
Palestine settlements.
1 GazaExpulsionplan:Thi s i s a raI di sar mament pl a
defense forces leave the Gaza strip and four the northern West Bank (2005)

Tensions between Hamas and Fatah
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f After Oslo accord, a Palestinian Authority (PA) was created with a limited self-rule power in

the occupied territories.

f But this led to disputes between Hamas and Fatah for political power.

1 Hamasi do not accept the Oslo peace accord or 2 state peace resolution. They want the
whole state. They control Gaza. Hamas is supported by Iran.

1 Fatahi accept the Oslo peace accord and negotiates for peace. They control West Bank.

1 In 2006, Hamas won Palestine election and it intensified the tensions between Fatah and
Hamas for power. After a long armed struggle, in 2011 Palestinian Rivals Fatah and

Hamas signed a Reconciliation Pact

1 Currently, Gaza is controlled by Hamas and Palestine West bank region by Fatah with
known presence of Israeli settlements.

1 Operation Protective Edge: By Israel to punish Hamas for abducting and killing Israeli
settlers.

Israel-Palestine conflict and US

1 The US has been playing a significant role as thesmediator in the Israel-Palestine.
However, its credibility as a mediator haddongibeen questioned by Palestinians. The
United States has been criticized by the QIC(Qrganization of Islamic cooperation) and

other Arab organizations, for vetoingimest Security Council decisionscritical of Israel.

1 Note: The USA has more Jews than:srael. Jews have significance control over US media
and economy.

T Also, Israel receives about,$3 billion in direct foreign assistance each year, which is roughly
one-f i f t h of %A nigreigh adebddget.e nt i r e

1 On the other side, United States has been vocal about its intention to veto any Palestinian
bid foux wstatehood. Due t o whi c honRembercbseiveioe h ad
status.in UN.

1 However, the second term of Obama administration saw a degrading US-Israel

relationship. Iran Nuclear deal of 2015 irritated Israel and it criticized the US for the deal.

1 Obama administration allowed the United Nations to pass a resolution that declared Isr a e | 6 s
growing settlements in the occupied territories illegal. Until that vote, the Obama
administration had blocked resolutions criticizing Israel by using its veto power in the UN
Security Council.

1 With the new presidency regime under Trump, who is more inclined to Israel, the illegal
settlements by the Israel in West Bank and Gaza may see a rise.
What does Palestine want?
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1 They want Israeli to withdraw to pre-1967 borders and establish independent Palestine

state in West Bank and Gaza.

1 Israel should stop all expansion of settlements before coming to peace talks.
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1 Palestine wants Palestine refugees who lost their homes in 1948 be able to come back.
1 Palestine wants EastJerusalemas the capital of Independent Palestine state.
What does Israel want?

1 Sovereignty over Jerusalem
1 Recognition of Israel as a Jewish State. Note: Israel is the only country in the world created
for a religious community.

1 The right of return of Palestine refugees only to Palestine and not to Israel.
What is so special with Jerusalem?

Jerusalem is a city that straddl es e border b
some of the holiest sites in both Judaism and Islam, and so both Israel estine want to
make it their cap the solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict. ®

The solution for the Israel-Palestine conflict
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1 The bestsolutionisafit ve@mtes o | u tthatevouldl establish Palestine as an independent
state in Gaza and most of the West Bank, leaving the rest of the land to Israel. Though the
two-state plan is clear in theory, the two sides are still deeply divided over how to make it
work in practice.

1 One state solution (only Palestine or only Israel) is not a viable option.
1 RoadMap for Peace:The European Union, UN, US, and Russia had released a road map
in 2003, which outlined a clear timetable towards a Palestinian state.

1 The democratization of the Palestinian society through which a new credible leadership can
emerge is necessary.

1 The need of the hour is to treat this conflict as Israeli-Arab conflict sather, Israel-Palestine.
As we have seen, conflict is not only between Israel and Palestine but alse with other Arab
countries such as Egypt, Jordan, Iran, Syria etc. All of them‘should participate in the
negotiations and the final agreement should be recognized formally’by each one of them
along with UN general assembly and security couneil.

f Itistime for the international community to find a just and lasting peaceful solution to the

Worl dés most intractivabl e conflict soon.
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Chinese History: ChineseRevolution, Civil War and Communist

Revolution

China is a nation with ancient culture and heritage. Unlike many other nations, almost whole of

China was under a single authority for many centuries. Several dynasties ruled China like Xia,

Shang, Han, Tang etc. The last dynasty which ruled China was Qing Dynasty (alsoknown as

Manchu Dynasty).

Manchu Dynasty ruled China from the period 1644 to 1912. After that, there were intermittent

times of dictatorship, a civil war between Kuomintang and the Communist Party,sbefore

Communi st Party established the People Republic
events in Chinads history.

Boxer Rebellion (18981900)

The Boxer Rebellionor Yihetuan Movementwas a violent xenophobic and anti-Christian
movement which took place in China towards the end of the Qing dynasty between 1898 and
1900. It was initiated by the Militia United in Righteousness (Yihetuan), known in English as the
ARBoxer so, and wa s-natioodlst serdgimnentd anth gpposgitiorotd foreign

imperialism and Christianity. The Great Powers intervened and defeated Chinese forces.
Chinese Revolution (1911112)
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The Xinhai Revolutionin 1911 brought widespread mutiny across southern China. Widely
known as ChineseRevolution (1911 12), the nationalist democratic revolt that overthrew the
Qing (or Manchu) dynasty in 1912 and created a republic.

Provisional Republican Government: Sun Yat Sen (1912)

Xinhai Rebel troops established a provisional governmentin Nanjing the following year

under Sun Yatsen A provisional republican government was established. Dr.Sun-Yat-Sen
became the President in Nanjing. It lasted only for a few months. Sun Yat Sen resigned giving
charge to the General Yuan Shih Kai.

Dictatership: Yuan Shih Kai (1912-1916)

Yuan Shih Kai was a minister under the Manchu Dynasty. He contrived to make himself
president for life and then boldly announced a new imperial dynasty with himself as emperor in
191571 16. He ruled from Beijing.

Warlord Era: 1916-1928
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The Warlord Era was a period in the history of the Republic of China when the control of the

country was divided among its military cliques in the mainland regions.

First United Front: 1923-1927

The First United Front (alsoknown asthe KMT i CPC Alliance) of the Kuomintang (KMT) and the
Communist Party of China (CPC) was formed in 1923 as an alliance to end warlordism in

China. Together, they formed the National Revolutionary Army and set out in 1926 on the
Northern Expedition. The CPC joined 't buperiditMT
in numbers to help spread communism. The KMT, on the other hand, wanted to control the
communists from within. Both parties had their own aims and the Front was unsustainable. In
1927, Nationalist Field Marshal (Generalissimo) Chiang Kai-shek purgedthe Communists from
the Front while the Northern Expedition was still half-complete. Thisunitiated a civil war between
the two parties which lasted until the Second United Front was formed in 1936 to prepare for

the coming Second Sino-Japanese War.
Northern Expedition (1926-1928)

The Northern Expedition was a military campaign led by:the Kuomintang (KMT) from 1926 to
1928. Its main objective was to unify China under itssown control, by ending the rule of Beiyang
governmert as well as the local warlords. It led to the end of the Warlord Era, the reunification of

China in 1928, and the establishment,of the Nanjing government
Nanjing decade and Civil’\War: 19271937

The Nanjing decadeor The Golden decadewas the decade from 1927 (or 1928) to 1937 in the
Republic of China.dt began‘when Nationalist Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek took the city from
Zhili clique warlord Sun Chuanfang halfway through the Northern Expedition in 1927. He
declared it to'be theinational capital. The expedition continued until the rival Beiyang
government in Beijing was defeated in 1928.

But@at the same time, there was ChineseCivil War between the Chinese Nationalist Party
(Kuomintang) and Chinese Communist Party. The Chinese Civil War which began with the
purge of communists in 1927 would continue until the forming of the SecondUnited Front in
December 1936. During this period, the Nationalists tried destroying the Communists by using
Encirclement Campaigns. The failure of the early Communist strategy of urban warfare led to

the rise of Mao Zedongwho advocated guerrilla warfare.
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The Second United Front (19371941)

The SecondUnited Front was the brief alliance between the Chinese Nationalists Party
(Kuomintang, or KMT) and Communist Party of China (CPC) to resist the Japanese invasion
during the Second Sino-Japanese War, which,suspended the Chinese Civil War from 1937 to
1941.

Chinese Civil War (19271950)

The Chinese Civil War was fought between forces loyal to the Kuomintang-led government of

the Republic of China, and forces loyal to the Communist Party of China (CPC). The war began

in August 1927, with-ChiangKai-Sh ek 6 s Nort hern Expedition, and e
active battles ceased in 1950. The conflict eventually resulted in two de facto states,

the Republic,of China (ROC) in Taiwan and the P e 0 p Republi of China (PRC) in mainland

China, bethrelaiming to be the legitimate government of China.

The war, represented an ideological split betwee
Nationalism. The civil war continued intermittently until late 1937 when the two parties came
together to form the Second United Fr oschledvibi cou
war resumed in 1946, a year after the end of hostilities with Japan. After four more years, 1950

saw the cessation of major military hostilities
China controlling mainland China (including Hai

being restricted to Taiwan, Penghu, Quemoy, Matsu and several outlying islands.

Chinese Communist Revolution (19211949)
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The Chinese Communist Revolution or The 1949 Revolution was the culmination of the

Chinese Communi st Partyods drive to power since
Chinese Civil War (19461 1949). In the official media, this period is known as the War of

Liberation .

The major black marks on China

The major black marks on PRC after 1949 are mass killing that happened with Cultural

Revolution(1966-1976) and Tiananmen square Protests
Cultural Revolution (19661976)

The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, commonly known as the Cultural Revolution, was a

social-p ol int i€ al movement that took place in the Peiq
1976. Set intoimotion by Mao Zedong, then Chairman of the Communist Party of China, its

sttat.ed /goal was to preserve O0trued6 Communist id
capitalist, and traditional elements from Chinese society, and to re-impose Maoist thought as

the dominant ideology within the Party. The Revolution marked the return of Mao Zedong to a

position of power after the Great Leap Forward. The movement paralyzed China politically and
significantly affected the country economically and socially.

Tiananmen Square protestsof 1989
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The Tiananmen Square protestsof 1989 commonly known as the June Fourth Incident or 6 8 9

DemocracyMovement were student-led pepular demonstrations in Beijing which took place in

the spring of 1989 and received bread support from city residents, exposing deep splits within
Chinabds pol i‘t e al | eadership. The protests were
on June 31 4 became known as the Tiananmen Square Massacre or the June 4 Massacre as

troops with assault rifles and tanks inflicted casualties on unarmed civilians trying to block the
militaryds advance towards Tiananmen Square in

demonstrators,had accupied for seven weeks.
Modern China

19491 1976: Socialist transformation under Mao Zedong.
19761 1989: Economic reforms under Deng Xiaoping.
19891 2002: Economic growth under the third generation.

w0 NP

20021 present: Fourth generation reforms.
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Great Depression (19291945)i Causes, New Deal and Effects

The Great Depression of the 1930s was a severe economic problem which affected the whole
world, and United States of America (USA) in particular. This was a significant event between

two world wars. Great Economic Depression started in 1929 and lasted until the 1940s.

What is a Depression?

Depression is a'severe and prolonged downturn in economic activity.

A depressioniis characterized by economic factors such as substantial increases in
unemployment, a drop in available credit, diminishing output, bankruptcies and sovereign debt
defaults, reduced trade and commerce, and sustained volatility in currency values. In times of
depression, consumer confidence and investments decrease, causing the economy to shut

down.

What is the difference between Depression arfdecession?

Depression is different from a recession.
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1 During the depression the real GDP decreasesand not just rate of GDP growth. This means
the production of goods and services in an economy (in a year) will be less than of the
previous year.

1 But on the other hand, recessiondenoteslowering of GDP growth rate. Recession as per
usual definitions is negative GDP growth rate for two consecutive quarters.

There is an old joke among economists that states: A recessions whenyour neighborloseshis job.

A depressions whenyouloseyour job.
The Great Depression (1929.945)

The depression originated in the U.S., after the fall in stock prices that began around
September 4, 1929, and became worldwide news with the stock market crash of October 29,
1929 (known as Black Tuesday).

Americans view Great Depression of the 1930s among the most defining experiences they ever

faced since the American War of Independence and the American Civil War.
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Highlights of Great Depression

Almost all nations affected except USSR.
Began in the USA.

Spread to Europe.
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Began on Oct 24,1929 with fall in prices of shares.
Cause of Great Economic Depression

Speculation on borrowed money, which led to the collapse of American Share Market.
Rapid selling created further fall.
Failure of banks to provide credit to agriculture and industries.

H wnPE

Economic inactivity due to First World War.
Remedlal Measures by US Presidents:

1. Herbert Hoover (1932- US President) i Reconstruction Finance Corporation.
2. Franklin Roosevelt (19321 US President) i New Deal.
What was New Deal?

Relief, Recovery, Reforms.

Tennessee Valley Authority: for construction works.

Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA) : funds for states and local governments.
Federal Reserve Bank: for providing loans.

Security Exchange Act 1934: license to the stock exchange.

National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA : Raise worker wages, lower working hours.

A =2 =2 =24 =2 =4 =

Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA): compensation to farmers, raise agriculture prices.
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