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Israel-Palestine Conflict: History, Wars, and Solution 
 

We have been receiving many requests from our readers to create an easy-to-understand 

article covering all the issues related with Israel-Palestine. Though it’s not easy to cover every 

dimension within a limited space, in this post, we have tried our best to create a comprehensive 

article on Isreal-Palestine conflict. 

The Israel-Palestine conflict – often referred as the ‘world’s most intractable conflict’ – is rooted 

in a dispute over land claimed by Jews as their biblical birthright and by the Palestinians, who 

seek self-determination. Despite repeated attempts to end the conflict between the two 

countries, there is no peace settlement in sight. 

The History of Israel-Palestine Conflict 

 

 Jews have been persecuted throughout the history due to their religious beliefs and foreign 

culture. 

 In 1897, Jews started a movement called a Zionist movement, to escape persecution and 

establish their own state in their ancestral homeland, Israel. The World Zionist 

Organisation was created to advocate for the establishment of a Jewish homeland in 

Palestine. 

 As a result, a large number of Jews started flowing into Palestine and they bought land and 

started settling down there. 

 By 1916, Palestine came under the British control after the Sykes-Picot Agreement (a secret 

agreement between Great Britain and France). This led to the division of the old Ottoman 

Turkish Empire. 
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 Later through Balfour declaration, the British foreign secretary James Balfour agreed to the 

establishment of a Jewish homeland. 

 After Nazis gained power in Germany in 1930s, the Jews influx to Palestine took a major 

turn with hundreds of thousands of them resettled from Europe to Palestine. Arabs saw this 

as a threat to their homeland and they fought bitterly with them. As the British Government 

remained as a mute spectator, violence reached its peak. 

 In 1947, the British Government referred the question of the future of Palestine to the 

United Nations. UN voted to split the land into two countries. Jewish people accepted the 

agreement and declared independence of Israel. 

Arab’s fight against the Israel (1948-49) 

 Arabs saw the creation of Israel as a part of a conspiracy to move them out of their land. 

Consequently, in 1948, the Arab states of Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, and Syria declared war on 

Israel. 

 Note: It’s interesting to note here that India opposed the UN resolution and Gandhi called it 

as a crime against humanity. But India recognized Israel in 1950. 

 At the end of the war between Israel and Arab countries, Israel emerged victoriously. 

Moreover, it could increase its territory to a larger extent and it marked the beginning of the 

expansionist policy of Israel. 

 As a consequence of the war, a large number of Palestinians either flee or were forced to 

move out of Israel and settle in refugee camps near Israel’s border. It was the beginning 

of Palestine refugee crisis which ultimately led to the creation of a terrorist organization PLO 

(Palestine Liberation Organization) in 1964. 

Israel’s fight against the Arab countries (1967) 
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In 1967, Israel launched a preemptive strike against Egypt, Syria, and Jordan and at the end of 

this Six-Day War, Israel captured: 

1. Golan Heights from Syria. 

2. West Bank and East Jerusalem from Jordan. 

3. Sinai Peninsula and Gaza Strip from Egypt. (Refer the map above) 

 The 1967 war is particularly important for today’s conflict, as it left Israel in control of 

the West Bank and Gaza Strip, two territories home to a large number of Palestinians. 

 Gaza and Westbank are together known as ‘Occupied Territories’, after 1967 war. 

UN Charter and return of the Sinai Peninsula 
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 Under the UN Charter, there can lawfully be no territorial gains from war, even by a state 

acting in self-defense. 

 Therefore, in response to the Six-Day War, the UN Security Council adopted a resolution 

for ‘Land for peace’ and it mandated that Israel should return the captured areas back to 

the defeated nations. 

 In the light of Israel’s reluctance to return the captured territories, another Arab-Israeli war 

erupted in 1973 (Yom Kippur war) in which Israel suffered some setbacks. 

 In 1979, Israel-Egypt signed a peace treaty, accordingly Israel return Sinai Peninsula to 

Egypt (1982). Egypt became the first Arab nation to officially recognize Israel as a state. 

Hamas and Fatah 

 In 1987, Hamas (Islamic Militant group) for the liberation of Palestine through Jihad came 

into existence. It refused to recognize Israel as a country. It has received support from Iran 

and Syria. 

 On the other hand, Fatah, a faction of PLO under Yasser Arafat received support from 

Western nations. 

Intifada (uprising) against Israel occupancy 
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 First Intifada: The tension between Israel and Palestine escalated with Israel’s increased 

settlement in West Bank and Gaza Strip. Palestinians living which in the West Bank and 

the Gaza Strip fomented the riots begun in 1987, known as the first intifada. 

 Oslo Peace Accord: With the mediation of US and Russia in 1993, Israel and PLO 

signed Oslo Peace accord which was based on the concept of two state solution. Palestine 

and Israel signed the Declaration of Principles – in which both nations seek recognition as 

autonomous governing bodies. PLO recognized Isreal. Isreal agreed to give independence 

to the ‘occupied territories’. However, territories remained under Israel possession. 

 Camp David Summit (2000): It aimed to help the two sides finally agree on a settlement, but 

the talks eventually failed. The violence led to the Second Intifada. 

 Second Intifada (2000-05): In 2000, a more violent Palestine Uprising started and a large 

number of civilians died on both sides. This is known as the second intifada. As a defensive 

measure, Israel constructed a West Bank Barrier along West Bank to separate Israel and 

Palestine settlements. 

 Gaza Expulsion plan: This is a unilateral disarmament plan by Israel by which Israel’s 

defense forces leave the Gaza strip and four settlements in the northern West Bank (2005) 

Tensions between Hamas and Fatah 
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 After Oslo accord, a Palestinian Authority (PA) was created with a limited self-rule power in 

the occupied territories. 

 But this led to disputes between Hamas and Fatah for political power. 

 Hamas – do not accept the Oslo peace accord or 2 state peace resolution. They want the 

whole state. They control Gaza. Hamas is supported by Iran. 

 Fatah – accept the Oslo peace accord and negotiates for peace. They control West Bank. 

 In 2006, Hamas won Palestine election and it intensified the tensions between Fatah and 

Hamas for power. After a long armed struggle, in 2011 Palestinian Rivals Fatah and 

Hamas signed a Reconciliation Pact. 

 Currently, Gaza is controlled by Hamas and Palestine West bank region by Fatah with 

known presence of Israeli settlements. 

 Operation Protective Edge: By Israel to punish Hamas for abducting and killing Israeli 

settlers. 

Israel-Palestine conflict and US 

 The US has been playing a significant role as the mediator in the Israel-Palestine. 

However, its credibility as a mediator had long been questioned by Palestinians. The 

United States has been criticized by the OIC (Organization of Islamic cooperation) and 

other Arab organizations, for vetoing most Security Council decisions critical of Israel. 

 Note: The USA has more Jews than Israel. Jews have significance control over US media 

and economy. 

 Also, Israel receives about $3 billion in direct foreign assistance each year, which is roughly 

one-fifth of America’s entire foreign aid budget. 

 On the other side, United States has been vocal about its intention to veto any Palestinian 

bid for statehood. Due to which Palestine had to be satisfied with a ‘non-member observer’ 

status in UN. 

 However, the second term of Obama administration saw a degrading US-Israel 

relationship. Iran Nuclear deal of 2015 irritated Israel and it criticized the US for the deal. 

 Obama administration allowed the United Nations to pass a resolution that declared Israel’s 

growing settlements in the occupied territories illegal. Until that vote, the Obama 

administration had blocked resolutions criticizing Israel by using its veto power in the UN 

Security Council. 

 With the new presidency regime under Trump, who is more inclined to Israel, the illegal 

settlements by the Israel in West Bank and Gaza may see a rise. 

What does Palestine want? 

http://www.educatererindia.com/


GAUTAM SINGH                         UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – World History New 0 7830294949 

THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com  

 

 

 They want Israeli to withdraw to pre-1967 borders and establish independent Palestine 

state in West Bank and Gaza. 

 Israel should stop all expansion of settlements before coming to peace talks. 
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 Palestine wants Palestine refugees who lost their homes in 1948 be able to come back. 

 Palestine wants East Jerusalem as the capital of Independent Palestine state. 

What does Israel want? 

 Sovereignty over Jerusalem. 

 Recognition of Israel as a Jewish State. Note: Israel is the only country in the world created 

for a religious community. 

 The right of return of Palestine refugees only to Palestine and not to Israel. 

What is so special with Jerusalem? 

Jerusalem is a city that straddles the border between Israel and the West Bank. It’s home to 

some of the holiest sites in both Judaism and Islam, and so both Israel and Palestine want to 

make it their cap the solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

The solution for the Israel-Palestine conflict 
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 The best solution is a “two-state solution” that would establish Palestine as an independent 

state in Gaza and most of the West Bank, leaving the rest of the land to Israel. Though the 

two-state plan is clear in theory, the two sides are still deeply divided over how to make it 

work in practice. 

 One state solution (only Palestine or only Israel) is not a viable option. 

 Road Map for Peace: The European Union, UN, US, and Russia had released a road map 

in 2003, which outlined a clear timetable towards a Palestinian state. 

 The democratization of the Palestinian society through which a new credible leadership can 

emerge is necessary. 

 The need of the hour is to treat this conflict as Israeli-Arab conflict rather Israel-Palestine. 

As we have seen, conflict is not only between Israel and Palestine but also with other Arab 

countries such as Egypt, Jordan, Iran, Syria etc. All of them should participate in the 

negotiations and the final agreement should be recognized formally by each one of them 

along with UN general assembly and security council. 

 It is time for the international community to find a just and lasting peaceful solution to the 

World’s most intractable conflict soon. 
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Chinese History: Chinese Revolution, Civil War and Communist 

Revolution 

China is a nation with ancient culture and heritage. Unlike many other nations, almost whole of 

China was under a single authority for many centuries. Several dynasties ruled China like Xia, 

Shang, Han, Tang etc. The last dynasty which ruled China was Qing Dynasty (also known as 

Manchu Dynasty). 

Manchu Dynasty ruled China from the period 1644 to 1912. After that, there were intermittent 

times of dictatorship, a civil war between Kuomintang and the Communist Party, before 

Communist Party established the People Republic of China in 1949. Let’s trace the major 

events in China’s history. 

Boxer Rebellion (1898-1900) 

 

The Boxer Rebellion or Yihetuan Movement was a violent xenophobic and anti-Christian 

movement which took place in China towards the end of the Qing dynasty between 1898 and 

1900. It was initiated by the Militia United in Righteousness (Yihetuan), known in English as the 

“Boxers”, and was motivated by proto-nationalist sentiments and opposition to foreign 

imperialism and Christianity. The Great Powers intervened and defeated Chinese forces. 

Chinese Revolution (1911–12) 
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The Xinhai Revolution in 1911 brought widespread mutiny across southern China. Widely 

known as Chinese Revolution (1911–12), the nationalist democratic revolt that overthrew the 

Qing (or Manchu) dynasty in 1912 and created a republic. 

Provisional Republican Government: Sun Yat Sen (1912) 

 

Xinhai Rebel troops established a provisional government in Nanjing the following year 

under Sun Yatsen. A provisional republican government was established. Dr.Sun-Yat-Sen 

became the President in Nanjing. It lasted only for a few months. Sun Yat Sen resigned giving 

charge to the General Yuan Shih Kai. 

Dictatorship: Yuan Shih Kai (1912-1916) 

Yuan Shih Kai was a minister under the Manchu Dynasty. He contrived to make himself 

president for life and then boldly announced a new imperial dynasty with himself as emperor in 

1915–16. He ruled from Beijing. 

Warlord Era: 1916-1928 
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The Warlord Era was a period in the history of the Republic of China when the control of the 

country was divided among its military cliques in the mainland regions. 

First United Front: 1923-1927 

The First United Front (also known as the KMT–CPC Alliance) of the Kuomintang (KMT) and the 

Communist Party of China (CPC) was formed in 1923 as an alliance to end warlordism in 

China. Together, they formed the National Revolutionary Army and set out in 1926 on the 

Northern Expedition. The CPC joined the KMT as individuals, making use of KMT’s superiority 

in numbers to help spread communism. The KMT, on the other hand, wanted to control the 

communists from within. Both parties had their own aims and the Front was unsustainable. In 

1927, Nationalist Field Marshal (Generalissimo) Chiang Kai-shek purged the Communists from 

the Front while the Northern Expedition was still half-complete. This initiated a civil war between 

the two parties which lasted until the Second United Front was formed in 1936 to prepare for 

the coming Second Sino-Japanese War. 

Northern Expedition (1926-1928) 

The Northern Expedition was a military campaign led by the Kuomintang (KMT) from 1926 to 

1928. Its main objective was to unify China under its own control, by ending the rule of Beiyang 

government as well as the local warlords. It led to the end of the Warlord Era, the reunification of 

China in 1928, and the establishment of the Nanjing government. 

Nanjing decade and Civil War: 1927-1937 

The Nanjing decade or The Golden decade was the decade from 1927 (or 1928) to 1937 in the 

Republic of China. It began when Nationalist Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek took the city from 

Zhili clique warlord Sun Chuanfang halfway through the Northern Expedition in 1927. He 

declared it to be the national capital.The expedition continued until the rival Beiyang 

government in Beijing was defeated in 1928. 

But at the same time, there was Chinese Civil War between the Chinese Nationalist Party 

(Kuomintang) and Chinese Communist Party. The Chinese Civil War which began with the 

purge of communists in 1927 would continue until the forming of the Second United Front in 

December 1936. During this period, the Nationalists tried destroying the Communists by using 

Encirclement Campaigns. The failure of the early Communist strategy of urban warfare led to 

the rise of Mao Zedong who advocated guerrilla warfare. 
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The Second United Front (1937-1941) 

The Second United Front was the brief alliance between the Chinese Nationalists Party 

(Kuomintang, or KMT) and Communist Party of China (CPC) to resist the Japanese invasion 

during the Second Sino-Japanese War, which suspended the Chinese Civil War from 1937 to 

1941. 

Chinese Civil War (1927-1950) 

The Chinese Civil War was fought between forces loyal to the Kuomintang-led government of 

the Republic of China, and forces loyal to the Communist Party of China (CPC). The war began 

in August 1927, with Chiang Kai-Shek’s Northern Expedition, and essentially ended when major 

active battles ceased in 1950. The conflict eventually resulted in two de facto states, 

the Republic of China (ROC) in Taiwan and the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in mainland 

China, both claiming to be the legitimate government of China. 

The war represented an ideological split between the Communist CPC, and the KMT’s brand of 

Nationalism. The civil war continued intermittently until late 1937 when the two parties came 

together to form the Second United Front to counter a Japanese invasion. China’s full-scale civil 

war resumed in 1946, a year after the end of hostilities with Japan. After four more years, 1950 

saw the cessation of major military hostilities, with the newly founded People’s Republic of 

China controlling mainland China (including Hainan), and the Republic of China’s jurisdiction 

being restricted to Taiwan, Penghu, Quemoy, Matsu and several outlying islands. 

Chinese Communist Revolution (1921-1949) 
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The Chinese Communist Revolution or The 1949 Revolution was the culmination of the 

Chinese Communist Party’s drive to power since its founding in 1921 and the second part of 

Chinese Civil War (1946–1949). In the official media, this period is known as the War of 

Liberation. 

The major black marks on China 

The major black marks on PRC after 1949 are mass killing that happened with Cultural 

Revolution(1966-1976) and Tiananmen square Protests. 

Cultural Revolution (1966-1976) 

 

The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, commonly known as the Cultural Revolution, was a 

social-political movement that took place in the People’s Republic of China from 1966 until 

1976. Set into motion by Mao Zedong, then Chairman of the Communist Party of China, its 

stated goal was to preserve ‘true’ Communist ideology in the country by purging remnants of 

capitalist, and traditional elements from Chinese society, and to re-impose Maoist thought as 

the dominant ideology within the Party. The Revolution marked the return of Mao Zedong to a 

position of power after the Great Leap Forward. The movement paralyzed China politically and 

significantly affected the country economically and socially. 

Tiananmen Square protests of 1989 
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The Tiananmen Square protests of 1989, commonly known as the June Fourth Incident or ’89 

Democracy Movement were student-led popular demonstrations in Beijing which took place in 

the spring of 1989 and received broad support from city residents, exposing deep splits within 

China’s political leadership. The protests were forcibly suppressed. The crackdown that initiated 

on June 3–4 became known as the Tiananmen Square Massacre or the June 4 Massacre as 

troops with assault rifles and tanks inflicted casualties on unarmed civilians trying to block the 

military’s advance towards Tiananmen Square in the heart of Beijing, which student and other 

demonstrators had occupied for seven weeks. 

Modern China 

1. 1949–1976: Socialist transformation under Mao Zedong. 

2. 1976–1989: Economic reforms under Deng Xiaoping. 

3. 1989–2002: Economic growth under the third generation. 

4. 2002–present: Fourth generation reforms. 
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Great Depression (1929-1945) – Causes, New Deal and Effects 

The Great Depression of the 1930s was a severe economic problem which affected the whole 

world, and United States of America (USA) in particular. This was a significant event between 

two world wars. Great Economic Depression started in 1929 and lasted until the 1940s. 

What is a Depression? 

Depression is a severe and prolonged downturn in economic activity. 

A depression is characterized by economic factors such as substantial increases in 

unemployment, a drop in available credit, diminishing output, bankruptcies and sovereign debt 

defaults, reduced trade and commerce, and sustained volatility in currency values. In times of 

depression, consumer confidence and investments decrease, causing the economy to shut 

down. 

What is the difference between Depression and Recession? 

Depression is different from a recession. 
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 During the depression, the real GDP decreases, and not just rate of GDP growth. This means 

the production of goods and services in an economy (in a year) will be less than of the 

previous year. 

 But on the other hand, recession denotes lowering of GDP growth rate. Recession as per 

usual definitions is negative GDP growth rate for two consecutive quarters. 

There is an old joke among economists that states: A recession is when your neighbor loses his job. 

A depression is when you lose your job. 

The Great Depression (1929-1945) 

 

The depression originated in the U.S., after the fall in stock prices that began around 

September 4, 1929, and became worldwide news with the stock market crash of October 29, 

1929 (known as Black Tuesday). 

Americans view Great Depression of the 1930s among the most defining experiences they ever 

faced since the American War of Independence and the American Civil War. 
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Highlights of Great Depression 

 Almost all nations affected except USSR. 

 Began in the USA. 

 Spread to Europe. 

 Began on Oct 24,1929 with fall in prices of shares. 

Cause of Great Economic Depression 

1. Speculation on borrowed money, which led to the collapse of American Share Market. 

2. Rapid selling created further fall. 

3. Failure of banks to provide credit to agriculture and industries. 

4. Economic inactivity due to First World War. 

Remedial Measures by US Presidents: 

1. Herbert Hoover (1932- US President) – Reconstruction Finance Corporation. 

2. Franklin Roosevelt (1932 – US President) – New Deal. 

What was New Deal? 

 

 Relief, Recovery, Reforms. 

 Tennessee Valley Authority: for construction works. 

 Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA) : funds for states and local governments. 

 Federal Reserve Bank: for providing loans. 

 Security Exchange Act 1934: license to the stock exchange. 

 National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA : Raise worker wages, lower working hours. 

 Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA): compensation to farmers, raise agriculture prices. 
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 Collective bargaining between employer and workers. 

 Restriction of work hours. 

 Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC): to protect depositors’ accounts. 

 Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC): to regulate the U.S. stock markets. 

Effects of New Deal: Combating Great Depression 

 Strengthened the American Economy. 

 Restored Confidence among people. 

 Increased production and thus industrial prosperity. 

 By 1940, there was normal economic activity in the USA. 

Was it the New Deal or the World War II which ended the Great Depression of the 

1930s? 

 The New Deal expanded the regulatory power of the federal government and the 

government’s role in the economy. It focused new attention on the plight of workers, 

women, racial minorities, children, and other groups. 

 However, many Keynesian economists believe that it was actually the big government 

spending during World War II which ended the Great Depression. The military guns, tanks, 

ships, and planes were mass produced. Unemployment started to decline at the start of 

World War II. 

 Though the Allies and the Axis Powers had been at war since 1939, the United States 

remained neutral until the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. 

 World War II ushered in numerous social changes, including more civil liberties and the 

movement of women into previously male-only jobs. 

 The country emerged from World War II a very different nation – it solidified America’s role 

as a global power. 

UPSC Mains Questions from the topic 

 What policy instruments were deployed to contain the great economic depression? (UPSC 

CSE 2013, 10 marks) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.educatererindia.com/


GAUTAM SINGH                         UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – World History New 0 7830294949 

THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com  

 

The American Civil War (1861-1865): How Did Abraham Lincoln 

Change History? 

In this post, we discuss the causes, course, and significance of the American Civil War (1861-

1865). We will also see how Abraham Lincoln made a difference in history, in-spite of the 

opposition he faced. 

The American Civil War: The Background 

 

When American won Independence from England in 1776, there were 13 colonies which 

formed a federal government. Colonies expanded from east coast to west forming 34 states by 

1861. There were difference between states in the north and states in the south – which 

resulted in the American Civil War. 

Causes of the American Civil War 

Difference in the attitude towards slavery can be seen as the root cause of American Civil War. 

This had repercussions in the economic and political sphere too. The factors which led to the 

outbreak of the Civil War in America can be consolidated as below. 

1. Economic Disparity between Northern and Southern States 

 Northern states were industrialized while southern states where primarily agricultural. 
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 Northern states wanted tax on imports from Britain while southern states wanted tax-free 

trade with Britain. 

2. Issue with the attitude towards slavery 

 Industrialized northern states preferred paid laborers while agricultural southern states 

which had large plantations were dependent on slave labor. 

 Slavery was abolished in northern states in 1804 and they became ‘free states’. 

3. Movement for the abolition of slavery 

 A strong movement for the abolition of slavery began in the north. It called for the repeal of 

the controversial Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 (this act had mandated the return of run-away 

slaves to their masters). 

4. The fear of reforms by Abraham Lincoln and Republican party 

 The immediate cause of the civil war was the American Presidential election in which 

the Republican Party candidate, Abraham Lincoln, won (1860). 

 While Abraham Lincoln stood for freedom of slaves, the Democratic candidate Stephan 

Arnold Douglas wanted slavery to continue. 

Course of the American Civil War 
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 Seven southern states declared their secession from the Union and established a Southern 

government – the Confederate States of America on February 9, 1861. 

 The Confederacy adopted its own Constitution. 

 Jefferson Davis was its President. 

 War broke out in April 1861 when the Confederates attacked a U.S. fortress (Fort Sumter) 

at South Carolina. 

 4 more states joined confederacy, making the total number of states 11. 

 In September 1862, Lincoln issued the Proclamation of Emancipation, which freed millions 

of slaves. 

 In the Gettysburg battle, almost 50,000 soldiers were killed. 

 Lincoln gave the famous Gettysberg Address – where he set before the nation the task of 

preserving the Union and democracy. His vision was a government of the people, by the 

people and for the people. 

 The war ended with the surrender of all the Confederate armies and the collapse of 

Confederate government in 1865. General Lee surrendered his Conferdate army to 

General Ulysses S Grant. 

Significance of the American Civil War 

1. The war put an end to the institution of slavery. 

2. The war abolished the secession of states for all times to come. 

3.  In the economic sphere, the war led to the growth of large scale manufacturing industries. 

4. More area came under cultivation – particularly in the west regions on North America. 

5. Use of more machines – which enhanced production. 

6. Regulation of banking system ((National Banking Act) and use of paper currency 

contributed to the growth of nation wide business. 

7. New weapons were used. 

8. Improvement in transport and communication 

9. Inspiration to other countries – to abolish slavery. 

10. While the Revolution of 1776-1783 created the United States, the Civil War of 1861-1865 

determined what kind of nation it would be. 

How did Abraham Lincoln make a difference in history? 
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 Abraham Lincoln was born in a humble background in 1809, in the state of Kentucky. 

 His mother died when he was nine years old. 

 He became a distinguished lawyer and great orator. 

 In 1847 he was elected to the Congress. 

 In 1860, Lincoln was elected as the 16th President of the USA as a Republican Candidate. 

 Lincoln played a great role in keeping USA united. 

 He refused to give southern states the right to secede from the Union. 

 His greatest contribution to humanity was the abolition of slavery. 

 After the civil war, citizens of all states of USA were granted citizenship and equal rights. 

 It was Abraham Lincoln who gave the famous principle of democracy – ie. government of 

the people, by the people and for the people. 
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Second World War (1939-1945): Causes and Consequences 
 

We have seen the causes and consequences of the First World War in the last post. The first 

world war itself sowed the seeds for Second World War, primarily because of the humiliating 

Treaty of Versailles. We shall see the causes and consequences of the Second World War 

(WWII) in this post. 

The Two Groups: Allies vs Axis Powers 

 

Causes of Second World War(1939-1945) 

(1) Humiliation by the Treaty of Versailles 

 War indemnity. 

 The provision for disarming Germany. 

 Saar coal mine to France for 15 years. 

 Polish corridor was given to Poland. 

 City of Danzing was made free. 

(2) Growth of Fascism and Nazism 

 Mussolini (Italy) and Hitler (Germany) strongly glorified war and violence. 

 While West was fighting communism, Germany and Italy started massive militarization. 
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(3) Rise of Japan 

 Imperialism. 

 Rome-Berlin-Tokyo axis (1936). 

(4) Neglect of minority interests 

 New countries like Poland, Czechoslovakia and Austria were formed after the First World 

War. While drawing boundaries the interests of minority groups in each of these countries 

were neglected. 

(5) Military Alliance 

 Allies – Britain, France, USA, USSR and China vs Axis Powers – Germany, Italy and Japan 

 Leaders – Churchill (Britain), Roosevelt (USA), Stalin (USSR) 

(6) Germany’s attack on Czechoslovakia 

In-spite of the Munich Pact between Germany and Britain (1938), Germany re-attacked and 

sized Czechoslovakia. 

(7) Immediate Cause : Germany’s invasion of Poland (1st September 1939) 

 Germany annexed Polished corridor and Danzig city. The sudden attack on Poland is 

known as Blitzkrieg (lightning war). 

 Brtiain and France declared war on Germany. 

Course of the War 
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 World War II officially began on September 1, 1939. 

 Germany conquered – Poland, Norway, Denmark, Belgium, Holland and France. 

 Battle of Britain – Germany vs Britain (air battle; German Air force =Luftwaffe). 

 Battle of Stalingrad – Germany vs USSR. (Operation of Barbaressa (1941 = Attack on 

Yugoslavia and Greece; Russia countered attack on Moscow with Scorched Earth Policy). 

 Atlantic Charter (August 1941) – Between Churchil (UK) and Roosevelt (USA). 

 Pearl Harbor Attack (7th December 1941) – Japan on USA. 

 Italy vs UK in Africa (1942) – Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan, British Somaliland, Eritrea. 

 France was conquered by Germany in 1940, but British and American troops liberated 

France in 1944. 

 Atom bomb – Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Consequences of Second World War 

 End of colonialism and imperialism. 

 End of dictatorship in Germany and Italy. 

 Germany was divided into West Germany and East Germany. West Germany was 

controlled by Britain, France and USA. East Germany by USSR. (Read more about the re-

union of Germany in 1989 when you check our post about the fall of the Berlin wall). 

 Strengthening of nationalist movements in Africa and Asia. (From Britain – India, 

Myanmar, Egypt, Sri Lanka; From America – Philippines; From France – Indo-China; From 

Dutch – Indonesia) 

 5 crore deaths (2.2 crore soldiers and 2.8 crore civilians) 

 Economics problems – Unemployment, low growth etc. 

 Emergence of two power blocks – USA and USSR. This resulted in cold war. 

 Emergence of third world Countries. 

 UNO was set up in 1945. 
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First World War (1914-1918): Causes and Consequences 

First World War (World War I) is considered as one of the largest wars in history. The world’s 

great powers assembled in two opposing alliances: the Allies (British Empire, France and the 

Russian Empire) versus the Central Powers (Germany and Austria-Hungary). WWI lasted 

from 28 July 1914 to 11 November 1918. 

The Two Groups: Allies vs Central Powers 

 

Causes of the First World War 

In the background there were many conflicts between European nations. Nations grouped 

among themselves to form military alliances as there were tension and suspicion among them. 

The causes of the First World War were: 

(1) Conflict between Imperialist countries: Ambition of Germany 

 Conflict between old imperialist countries (Eg: Britain and France) vs new imperialist 

countries (Eg: Germany). 

 Germany ship – Imperator. 

 German railway line – from Berlin to Baghdad. 

(2) Ultra Nationalism 

 Pan Slav movement – Russian, Polish, Czhech, Serb, Bulgaria and Greek. 

 Pan German movement. 
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(3) Military Alliance 

 Triple Alliance or Central Powers (1882) – Germany, Italy, Austria-Hungary. 

 Triple Entente or Allies (1907) – Britain, France, Russia. 

Note: Although Italy was a member of the Triple Alliance alongside Germany and Austria-

Hungary, it did not join the Central Powers, as Austria-Hungary had taken the offensive, against 

the terms of the alliance. These alliances were reorganised and expanded as more nations 

entered the war: Italy, Japan and the United States joined the Allies, while the Ottoman Empire 

and Bulgaria joined the Central Powers. 

(4) International Anarchy 

 Secret agreement between Britain and France allowing Britain to control Egypt and France 

to take over Morocco. Germany opposed, but settled with a part of French Congo. 

 Hague conference of 1882 and 1907 failed to emerge as an international organisation. 

(5) Balkan Wars 

 Many Balkan nations (Serbia, Bulgaria, Albania, Greece and Montenegro) were under the 

control of Turkey. They defeated Turkey in the First Balkan War. The subsequent war was 

between the Balkan countries themselves – Eg:  Serbia vs Bulgaria. 

 Defeated countries like Turkey and Bulgaria sought German help. 

(6) Alsace-Loraine 

 During German unification, Germany got Alsace-Loraine from France. France wanted to 

capture Alsace-Loraine back from Germany. 

(7) Immediate Cause: assassination of Francis Ferdinand 

 Austrian Archduke Francis Ferdinand was assassinated by a Serbian native (in Bosnia). 

Austria declared war on Serbia on 28th July, 1914. [Reason for assassination: Annexation 

by Austria the Bosnia-Herzegovina, against the congress of Berlin, 1878] 

The Course of the War 

http://www.educatererindia.com/


GAUTAM SINGH                         UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – World History New 0 7830294949 

THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com  

 

 

 Group 1 (Allies): Serbia, Russia, Britian, France, USA, Belgium, Portugal, Romania etc 

 Group 2 (Central Powers): Austria-Hungary, Germany, Italy, Turkey, Bulgaria etc. 

 War on Western Side: Battle of Marne. 

 War on Eastern Side: Battle of Tennenberg (Russia was defeated). 

 War on the Sea: Batter of Dogger Bank (Germany was defeated), Battle of Jutland 

(Germany retreated). 

 USA entered in 1917. 

 Russia withdrew in 1917 after October Revolution. 

Treaty of Versailles, Paris 

 Germany signed a treaty with Allies (Triple Entente) on 28th June 1919. It was signed at 

Versailles, near Paris. (14 points) 

 Leaders: Clemenceau – France, Lloyd George – Britain, Woodrow Wilson – USA, Orlando 

– Italy. 

Treaties after World War I 

 Treaty of Paris – with Germany. 
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 Treaty of St.Germaine – with Austria. 

 Treaty of Trianon- with Hungary. 

 Treaty of Neuilly – with Bulgaria. 

 Treaty of Severes – with Turkey. 

Consequences of First World War 

1. Rule of King ended in Germany: Germany became a republic on November 1918. The 

German Emperor Kaiser William II fled to Holland. 

2. Around 1 crore people were killed. 

3. Unemployment and famine. 

4. Epidemics. 

5. The fall of Russian empire after October revolution (1917) which resulted in the formation 

of USSR (1922) 

6. Emergence of USA as a super power. 

7. Beginning of the end of European supremacy. 

8. Japan became a powerful country in Asia. 

9. Poland, Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia became new independent states. 

10. Baltic countries – Estonia, Latvia and Lithvania – became independent. 

11. Rule of Ottamans came to an end in Turkey. 

12. New boundary lines were drawn for Austria, Germany and Turkey. 

13. Strengthened independence movements in Asia and Africa. 

14. League of Nations came into being. 

15. Germany had to return Alsace-Loraine to France. 

16. German colonies were shared. 

17. Germany gave up Saar coal field. 

18. Germany gave up Polish corridor, and made city of Danzig independent. 

19. Monarchy was abolished in Germany, Austria, Hungary, Turkey and Russia. 

20. The harsh clauses of the Treaty of Versailles finally resulted in the second world war. 
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Disintegration of the USSR (1991): Reasons and Impact 

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) was a loose confederation of 15 republics with 

Russia as the leader. USSR was a strong bloc with great control over global politics from 1922 

to 1991, when it was disintegrated into smaller units. In this post let’s analyse the reasons and 

impact of the disintegration of the USSR. 

History of USSR 

The Russian Revolution of 1917 ended the Russian empire. This was followed by Russian Civil 

War which finally resulted in the formation of Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) in 

1922. 

 

http://www.educatererindia.com/


GAUTAM SINGH                         UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – World History New 0 7830294949 

THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com  

 

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) had a total of 15 republics before its 

disintegration in 1991. Russia was one of the republics. Listing below the member republics in 

the country. 

1. Armenia 

2. Azerbaijan 

3. Belarus 

4. Estonia 

5. Georgia 

6. Kazakhstan 

7. Kyrgyzstan 

8. Latvia 

9. Lithuania 

10. Moldova 

11. Russia 

12. Tajikistan 

13. Turkmenistan 

14. Ukraine 

15. Uzbekistan 

The Socialist Bloc or Second World 

 USSR ≠ Socialist Bloc. 

 Not to be confused with USSR; these are east Europeans countries, which showed 

allegiance to USSR and socialist/communist principles. 

 USSR was the leader of the socialist bloc. (So Socialist bloc is the super set and USSR is the 

subset, to make it simple) 

 Most of these countries were under Fascist rule during second world war, when USSR 

liberated them, they came under USSR control. 

 Warsaw pact was the military alliance which kept the socialist group together. (Remember 

– NATO, the military alliance for capitalist countries) 

Problems with USSR 

1. Bureaucratic and authoritarian system. 

2. Lack of democracy. 

3. Lack of freedom of speech. 
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4. One party system (communist) – unaccountable to the people. 

5. Dominance of Russia; neglect of the interests of other republics. 

6. High expenditure on defense, low on infrastructure and technology. 

Disintegration of the USSR : Major Events 

1. Crisis in the Socialist bloc : People in many east European countries started protest against 

their own governments and USSR. Without the right intervention from USSR at the right 

time, communist governments in the second world collapsed one after the other. 

2. The fall of Berlin Wall: Germany was divided after the second world war – among the 

socialist USSR and the capitalist western regimes. The fall of Berlin led to a series of 

events including the disintegration of the USSR. 

3. Economic and political reforms in USSR : Gorbachev identified the economic and political 

problems of USSR, and started a series of reforms, with the intention to revive economy. 

This was a deviation from the communist policies, and was more closely associated with 

the market economy. Many communist leaders in USSR opposed reforms initiated by 

Gorbachev.  They encouraged a coup in 1991. 

4. Coup: The coup of 1991. 

5. Opposition against the coup : Boris Yelsin who won popular election in Russian Republic, 

protested against the coup and central control of USSR. Freedom for republics became the 

slogan. Boris Yeltsin and the pluralist movement advocated democratization and rapid 

economic reforms while the hard-line Communist elite wanted to thwart Gorbachev’s 

reform agenda. 

6. Power shift from Soviet center to republics: Republics like Russia, Ukraine, Belarus 

emerged powerful. They declared that the soviet union was disbanded. 

PS: The decision to split USSR into independent republics was not a joint one. Central Asian 

countries wanted to remain inside USSR. But decision was taken against their choice. 
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Factors which led to the disintegration of the USSR 

 

We have seen the highlights of the dramatic events: the disintegration of the USSR, the 

collapse of the second world and thus the end of cold war. But why did Soviet Union 

disintegrate? Once the second most powerful country in the world -The Soviet Union – failed to 

keep it together the units. Was it the ambition of republics inside which led to the disintegration 

of Soviet Union? 

1.Economic Weakness 

The weakness of the economy was the major cause of dissatisfaction among the people in 

USSR. There was sever shortage of consumer items. The reason for economics weakness 

were the following. 

1. Huge military spending. 

2. Maintenance of satellite states in Easter Europe. 

3. Maintenance of the Central Asian Republics within the USSR. 

2. Political Un-accountability 

The communist party regime (single party rule) for around 70 years turned authoritarian. There 

was widespread corruption, nepotism and lack of transparency. Gorbachev’s decision to allow 

elections with a multi-party system and create a presidency for the Soviet Union began a slow 

process of democratization that eventually destabilized Communist control and contributed to 

the collapse of the Soviet Union. 
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3. Gorbachev’s reforms 

Once people started to enjoy freedom under Micheal Gorbachev’s reforms, they demanded 

more. The demand grew into a big force which turned difficult to control. The people wanted to 

catch up with the west quickly. 

4. Rise of nationalism 

Rise of nationalism among countries like Russia, Baltic republics (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania), 

Ukraine, Georgia etc is the most important and immediate cause of disintegration of the USSR. 

The national feeling was strong among the more prosperous areas in USSR and not in Central 

Asian republics. Ordinary people among prosperous republics didn’t like to pay big price to uplift 

the backward Central Asian republics. 

Consequences of the disintegration of the USSR 

1. The fall of second world. 

2. The period marked the end of many communist regimes in response to mass protests. 

3. End of cold war: End of arms race, end of ideological confrontations. 

4. Change in power equations: Unipolar world, capitalist ideology, IMF, World Bank etc. 

5. Emergence of new countries and new alliances – Eg: Baltic countries aligned with NATO. 
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Fall of the Berlin Wall (1989): Significance 

The Berlin Wall was a barrier that existed from 1961 through 1989, constructed by the German 

Democratic Republic (GDR, East Germany). Fall of the Berlin Wall (1989) is a major event in 

European History. The policies of restructuring and openness initiated by Soviet leader Mikhail 

Gorbachev paved way for the destruction of the symbolic physical barrier. Within two years, the 

mighty USSR too disintegrated. As 9th November, 2014 is the 25th anniversary of the fall of the 

Berlin Wall (1989), let’s analyse some of the questions related to this topic, connecting current 

affairs. 

Berlin Wall: a symbol of division between East and the West 

 

 Berlin Wall not only represented division between West Germany and East Germany, but 

also division between the East and the West as a whole. 

 West = Democratic Capitalist Countries. 

 East = Communist Regime. 

 Also, that was the period of Cold War. 

Why Berlin Wall? 

The Berlin Wall was officially referred to as the “Anti-Fascist Protection Rampart” by GDR 

authorities, implying that the NATO countries and West Germany in particular were “fascists.” 
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The West Berlin city government sometimes referred to it as the “Wall of Shame” while 

condemning the Wall’s restriction on freedom of movement. 

Events which led to the Fall of Berlin 

 

1. The changes started in the mid-’80s when Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev started his 

policies of glasnost (openness) and perestroika (restructuring). This took away the threat of 

Soviet intervention in other socialist countries. 

2. The Polish communist regime was the first to collapse when it signed an agreement with 

the Solidarity movement and paved the way for free elections. By June 1989, the Polish 

people had elected their first non-communist head of government. 

3. Next was Hungary, where soldiers dismantled barbed wire and fencing along its borders 

with Austria. Hundreds of East Germans went to Hungary on a holiday and crossed over to 

Austria. 

4. In August, two million people in the Baltic republics of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania formed 

a human chain against the Soviet rule. 

5. In October, during his visit to East Berlin, Gorbachev advised East German leader not to 

delay reforms. After days of mass protests, the East German government on November 9th 

declared that citizens were free to go the West. 

6. This led to thousand of East Germans moving into the West, and literally tearing off the 

wall. 

Consequences of the Fall of Berlin 
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1. Fall of Berlin led to further changes in other socialist countries, the unification of Germany, 

and finally the collapse of Soviet Union itself in 1991. 

2. Marked the end of Soviet supported authoritarian regimes in Eastern Europe. 

3. Immediately after these changes about 30 countries in the former Soviet Union and 

Central-Eastern Europe started their political and economic transition towards democracy 

and market economy. 

4. Liberal, capitalist and democratic system emerged as the major doctrine across the world. 

5. Some of these countries have become members of Western institutions and organizations 

like the European Union (EU), North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and Organization 

for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). 

6. In most of these countries, citizens enjoy higher living standards and broader political and 

personal rights. 

7. The majority of citizens in the former socialist countries do not want to go back to earlier 

economic and political system. 

Was it all smooth and well under the market economy? 
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 While it was better governance and standard of life of many countries, for some others like 

the former Soviet Union and Yugoslavia, the process has been much more difficult as 

these changes also led to a break up of old nations into many new independent countries. 

 The civil war in former Yugoslavia and Tajikistan in the 1990s and the current crisis in 

Ukraine shows that the process of change which started through peaceful revolutions in 

1989 has not been truly peaceful. 

 Moreover, a large number of vulnerable people in many of these countries also faced 

serious economic difficulties due to a steady decline of state support and subsidies. 

 There are still significant differences between East and West Europe, even between East 

and West Germany. 

Discrimination towards Eastern Europe countries 

 The 1989 vision of partnering prosperous Europe didn’t realize all on a sudden. Economic 

decline throughout Eastern Europe in the 1990s and then long delays in getting the EU 

membership created tensions. 

 Many Eastern Europeans thought that they will become members of the EU within a few 

years. The first group of countries was admitted to the EU only in 2004, almost 15 years of 

after the fall of Berlin wall. 

 A few others like Bulgaria, Romania and Croatia joined later in 2006 and 2013 respectively. 

 Countries like Albania and Serbia are still waiting. 

Present situation in Europe: Euro-skepticism and rise of nationalism 

When many countries joined the EU, they also committed to join the single currency whenever 

they are ready and fulfilled convergence criteria of low inflation, low interest rates, low fiscal 

deficit and stable exchange rate. A few smaller countries viz. Estonia, Latvia, Slovenia and 

Slovakia have even joined the Eurozone. However, crisis in some of the Eurozone countries in 

the last few years have made many others skeptical. When the EU itself is facing one of the 

biggest crises since its inception, the earlier assumption that deepening integration with the EU 

institutions would automatically mean rising living standards and social security may no longer 

be valid easily. Euro-Skepticism, once a British decease has now entered even in some former 

socialist countries. Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban argues, however, that his country “is 

not Euro-Skeptic But “Euro-Realistic.” There is a talk of authoritarianism in a country which 

used to practice liberal “goulash socialism” even during the Soviet period. Moreover, 

nationalism is on the rise in many parts of Europe. Across the continent, nationalist parties or 

movements gaining ground in recent years. 
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Significance of NATO after the disintegration of USSR 

The fall of the Berlin wall also coincided with the collapse of the USSR and end of the Cold 

War. Even in changed circumstances, NATO did not disappear. It found new justifications and 

adapted itself to new challenges. Many old Warsaw Pact countries also became its members. 

But now when old super powers the US and Russia are threatening each other again, NATO 

has found a renewed sense of purpose. At the recent NATO summit in September, it declared 

that “Russia’s aggressive actions against Ukraine have fundamentally challenged our vision of 

a Europe whole, free, and at peace.” It also declared that the NATO “remains an essential 

source of stability in this unpredictable world”. So even 25 years after communism’s fall, NATO 

is still active even in European security. 
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Revolutions of 1989 and the Fall of Communism 

Communism – during the period from 1920s to 1980s – remained as a prominent alternate 

philosophy to Capitalism of the West. USSR (a confederation of 15 republics) was the leader of 

the Soviet Bloc. But around 1989, almost all on sudden, many nations which leaned towards 

communist ideologies separated from it. 

The revolutions of 1989 was just a beginning. It spread to the Soviet Bloc and finally led to the 

disintegration of Soviet Union. The events – more or less led to the end of Second World, which 

was based on Communist ideology. 

This post is about a broad topic which includes anti-communist movements in the period 1989-

1992 in many nations – Poland, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, Russia and 

even China. While discussing the fall of communism – a broad topic – the ideal point from 

where we should start is ‘the revolutions of 1989’. 

Revolutions of 1989 

 

The Revolutions of 1989 were part of a revolutionary wave that resulted in the Fall of 

Communism in the Communist states of Central and Eastern Europe. The period is sometimes 

called the Autumn of Nations. There were many revolutions in the period 1989 to 1992, against 

the existing communist governments in Europe. As we discussed in last post on this section, 

there were mass protests, many communist governments started to fall in countries like Poland, 

Hungary etc (1989). Revolutions in East Germany resulted in the fall of Berlin Wall in 1989 

November. Revolutions didn’t end there, it went on disintegrating the mighty USSR (1991). 
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Anti-communist sentiments 

Anti-communist movements in the period 1989-1992 in many nations – Poland, Bulgaria, 

Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, Russia and even China – toppled many of the 

authoritarian regimes in Europe, establishing capitalist, liberal democracies. Most of the mass 

movements were non-violent. Romania was an exemption. The anti-communist movements 

gained success in most countries, but it was suppressed in China. 

Results of the anti-communist revolutions of 1989 

 

1. Peaceful transfer of power to non-Communist governments in Poland, Hungary, East 

Germany, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and Albania. 

2. German reunification: East Germany with West Germany. 

3. Violent transfer of power to a non-Communist government in Romania. 

4. Breakup of the Soviet Union. 

5. End of the Soviet Union as a superpower. 

6. Formation of the Russian Federation. 

7. Breakup of Czechoslovakia:  Czech Republic and Slovakia. 

8. Breakup of Yugoslavia: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Slovenia, Serbia and 

Montenegro. 

9. Violent suppression of the Chinese democracy movement: Tiananmen Square protests of 

1989. 

10. Dissolution of the Warsaw Pact. 

11. All Soviet military troops withdraw from Afghanistan. 

12. Intensification of the process of European integration. 
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13. Skepticism about Communism all over the world associated with decreasing support for 

communist parties, especially in Europe. 

14. Changes in dozens of other countries, especially involving the rise of consumerism. 

15. Yemeni reunification. 

16. New states created from former Soviet Union. 

17. Collapse of Communism in Mongolia, Ethiopia and Yemen. 

18. Vietnamese occupation of Cambodia ends. 

19. End of the Cold War. 

20. The spread of American culture and capitalism to previously sealed-off Communist 

countries. 

21. Integration of most former Warsaw Pact members into NATO. 

22. United States sphere of influence grows. 

23. New World Order. 

24. Spread of electoral democracy. 

Present Communist Countries 

Though there are few communist party representations in ruling coalitions in democratic 

countries, at present there are only five countries, where communist party rules the state. 

1. China. 

2. Vietnam. 

3. Laos. 

4. Cuba. 

5. North Korea. 

PS: Apart from North Korea, and to an extend in Cuba, all the present communist nations 

initiated market reforms under their single party communist rule. 
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