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16 Non-Traditional Security Issues India Should Worry About

End of the cold war and the rise of globalization has changed the concept of national
security among the nations. As a consequence ‘Non-Traditional Security Issues’ are gaining the
limelight against the traditional security issues. In this article, we discuss in detail about 16 nontraditional security issues faced by India, its challenges and possible remedies.

What are non-traditional security issues?
“They are defined as challenges to the survival and well-being of peoples and states that arise
primarily out of nonmilitary sources.”
– Professor Mely Caballero-Anthony (Secretary General, Consortium on NonTraditional

Security Studies in Asia).

Non-Traditional Security Issues and Non-State Actors
In general, non-traditional security threats as those threats which are emanated by the nonstate actors.
These are challenges to the survival of the state and well-being of people that arise primarily
out of nonmilitary sources, such as climate change, cross-border environmental degradation
and resource depletion, infectious diseases.

How are non-traditional security issues different from traditional security issues?
The difference between traditional and non-traditional security threats is not so water-tight
now as it appeared in the last century.
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The traditional concept of security envisages the use of military means to deal with the threats
to the unity, territorial integrity and sovereignty of a state.
Now, a level of ‘permeability‘ has evolved.
TRADITIONAL

NON - TRADITIONAL

Traditional notion is concerned with the use

It goes beyond military threatening by

of military , war, balance, of power and

threatening condition necessary for human

alliance building.

survival.

Traditional notion is concerned with the sate

It covers broad aspect of security i.e. hunger,

and its governing istitutions

diseases etc

It is confined to state only by thinking of

It covers not only states but also all

internal and external threats

insdividuals or human kind

Its main focus is on force only to achieve the

It vcomprises cooperation , hence it protects

target

human or global security

Features/characteristics of non-traditional security


Non-military in nature.



Transnational in scope-neither totally domestic nor purely interstate.



Transmitted rapidly due to the globalization and communication revolution.

Non-Traditional Security Issues India Should Worry About
India faces unique challenges related to non-traditional security. We shall see each of them with
the remedies.
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1. Food security

“When all people, at all times, have physical and economic access to sufficient, safe and
nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life”
(UN definition)

Challenges


India’s population is still growing and will not stabilize until 2050/2060.



Ranked among least developed nation when it comes to the problems of malnutrition and
stunning.

Remedies


We can learn from countries in Latin America, who have adopted short and long-term
policy choices, categorized as consumer, producer and trade orientated policy approaches
to national food security.



The holistic approach includes political dialogue not only at national levels but
intergovernmental levels encompassing the various government departments to effectively
implement PDS.



Community-based Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) programme based on the
micro-planning basis at the district level of Rajasthan can be replicated.

2. Climate Change and Environment Pollution

THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com

GAUTAM SINGH

UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – Internal Security

0 7830294949

Challenges


India’s development trajectory has had to contend with increasing environmental challenge.
Ex- Indian cities are ranked among the most polluted cities in the world.

Remedies


A successful example of Netherlands and France based on raising taxes on polluting inputs
which are then invested in sustainable infrastructural development rather than to merely
raise revenue can be implemented.



India’s National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) problem of lack of transparency
can tackle through Brazilian model involving a ranging number of stakeholders under the
umbrella group Inter-Ministerial Committee on Climate Change (CIM).

3. Water Scarcity and Contamination
Challenges


With a huge population, there is pressure on scarce water resources despite having
abundant rain.



Unsustainable water harvesting structure.

Remedies


Denmark model which a focuses on collaborating research institutions adjoin to national
universities in which the government awarded grants to follow up on clean water
technologies.
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Collaboration with Israel in water technology can open new water conservation technique.

4. Energy Security Issues
Challenges


An energy-hungry nation with high GDP growth rate and high dependency on the imported
petroleum from the unstable Middle East.

Remedies


Laws like Tunisia’s “energy conservation system” law should be passed which relies on the
National Fund for Energy Management to encourage renewable energy investment and
enhance skills capacity in the sector.



Learning from China can be a great help based on looking beyond its neighbourhood and
imports fuel from far and wide using a combination of economic diplomatic tools, and
various other financial incentives.
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5. Public health issues – infectious diseases, epidemics etc
Challenges


Poor health infrastructure, high out of pocket expenditure. Ex- Gorakhpur BRB Hospital
case, which led to the death of many children.

Remedies


‘Chilean Model’ based on Explicit Guarantees and Universal Access (AUGE) programme,
which commits to providing universal health care for all citizens made through its two-tier
system of Public Health care should be adopted.
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6. Disasters
Challenges


Regular floods, droughts, landslides, cyclones need a 360-degree preparation. Ex- Bihar,
Assam floods.



Urban floods Ex- Chennai, Mumbai.

Remedies


Can be learnt from Japan.

7. International Terrorism
“Deliberate creation and exploitation of fear through violence or threat of violence in pursuit of
political change.”

Challenges


State-funded terrorism by Pakistan through separatist movement in Kashmir valley,



The insurgency in Nagaland, Manipur.

Remedies


As per UNESCO, “Violence begins from the mind”, therefore re-engineering of minds of
individuals by taking them away from the culture of violence and bringing them closer to the
culture of peace is required.
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India should use the international platform to make the voice of consensus on the definition
of the terrorism.



Collaboration with Israel would be of great help in surveillance and spying.

8. Illegal Migration
Challenges


Bangladeshi illegal immigrants, recent issue related to Rohingya Muslims, etc.

Remedies


Encourage legal immigration through redefining citizenship act, reforming laws to inspire
from the US immigration laws.



Bilateral cooperation among neighbouring nations to have documentation of illegal
immigrants and to have a decent solution.

9. Organized crimes – national and transnational
Challenges


Use of counterfeit currency, the finding of linkages between terrorists and underworld. ExMumbai terror attack. (Terrorist groups such as the Shining Path (Peru) also tap into the
organized crime network in order to set up a highly successful drugs smuggling network to
fund their terrorist campaigns.)



National and transnational crimes like piracy, smuggling and drugs.

Remedies


Basic changes have to be made in substantive laws, investigative processes, and police
organization.



Localize programs- the comprehensive programme like Brazil’s Pronasci to tie up a lot of
elements that were drivers of violence in the country, building local frameworks, gun-free
zones and fostering the civic culture to reduce violence.

10. Human Security Issues
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Challenges


It is the combination of threats associated with war, genocide, and the displacement of
populations. At a minimum, human security means freedom from violence and from the
fear of violence.

Remedies


The focus should be on early prevention to minimize the impacts of insecurity, to engender
long-term solutions.

11. Poverty
Causes of poverty (Challenges)


Poor agriculture.



Growing population.



The gap between the rich and the poor.



Corruption and black-money.

Remedies


Farmers must get all facilities for irrigation.



They should be trained and educated.



Agriculture must be made profitable.



Family planning schemes should be introduced.
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12. Nuclear Security Issues
Challenges


The legal architecture for radioactive materials is weak.



Lack of universal coverage and implementation of the Code of Conduct.



Unsecured and open facilities pose a security challenge.



Cradle-to-grave controls on radioactive materials remain weak.



Tracking radioactive sources is a major challenge. Ex- Goiânia accident, Brazil: In the late
1980s, a widely publicized incident in Brazil highlighted the importance of properly securing
dangerous radiological sources.



Problems related to a rogue nation like North Korea having a nuclear arsenal.



The possibility of non-state actors possessing a nuclear weapon in future because of
instability in the international scenario.

Remedies


Strengthen the role of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).



Adopting India’s stand of complete nuclear disarmament.



Broaden universal coverage for the Code of Conduct.



Increase voluntary actions.

13. Proliferation of weapons chemical and biological weapons
Challenges


Use of these weapons in Syrian Civil War.



The USA used Agent Orange in Vietnam War.

Remedies


Strengthening Chemical Weapons Convention (1992) and the Biological Weapons Convention
(1975).



Strengthening export control regime.

14. Economic security Issues
It is the condition of having a stable income or other resources to support a standard of living
now and in the foreseeable future.
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Challenges


Black money.



High cash to GDP ratio.



Counterfeit currency.



Trade imbalance.

Remedies


Facilitating the rapid deployment of civilian technologies.



The increasing tax base.



Reducing import through indignation.

15. Religious extremism
Religious extremism “describes faith-based actions that are deliberate attempts to cause harm
to other people.”

Causes of extremism


Personal causes.



Religious beliefs and fundamentalism.



An abhorrence of sexuality and a reaction to gender equality.



Broken families.



Social causes.



Reactions to multiculturalism.



Secularization.



Disordered civic life, poor governance.



A negative reaction to a dominant culture and modernism.



Sectarianism and faith schools.

Challenges


Day to day riots. Ex- Shamali riots, Saharanpur riots.

Remedies


Religious Cure– Instead of giving severe punishments to extremists, they must be debated
intellectually and counselled to reach a solution.



Social Cure-youths engagement in constructive work.
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Media– A platform where all scholars can gather to debate and discuss religious issues can
be arranged so that individual differences can be avoided.



Legal Cure: In the efforts to curb extremism, a legal cure is necessary. This means making
laws concerning extremist activities, amending the Religious Unity Act and terrorism laws.

16. Information Security Issues
It is the state of being protected against the unauthorized use of information, especially
electronic data.

Challenges


Confidentiality.



Privacy.



Data theft/cyber-attack: Stuxnet like attack can cripple the vital infrastructure is part of cyber
terrorism.



WannaCry, a crypto-ransomware can stop public life dependent on digital infrastructure.



A weak IT Act which has become redundant due to non-exploitation and age-old cyber
laws.



Lack of awareness and the culture of cybersecurity at the individual as well as institutional
level.



Lack of trained and qualified manpower to implement the countermeasures.

Remedies


Protection of Critical Information Infrastructure through Public-Private Partnership.



Harmonizing the National Legal Regime with the International Legal Regime. Ex- the U.S.India Cyber Relationship Framework.



Setting up national cyber-security architecture will be of great help.



Creation of a National Cyber Security Agency (NCSA) to assess the nature of cyber threats
and respond to them effectively can be the answer.



Acts like Singapore’s proposed Cyber Security Bill will offer a great safety measure to
critical infrastructure.

India’s response towards these issues and the way forward
India has a long history of being sensitive to concerns relating to poverty, environment,
population growth, socio-economic irregularities, etc. Over the last few decades, the Indian
government has launched numerous schemes aiming towards these issues.
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However, these issues were regarded as developmental issues and not security issues. Even
today, the government is reluctant to regard climate change as a security issue.
It is felt, with some justification, that securitization of developmental issues will be
counterproductive. While the government has focused on climate change, energy security, etc.
as developmental issues, the security implications of non-traditional challenges cannot be
ignored. What is needed is a holistic approach in addressing these non-traditional security
issues.
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Rohingya Refugee Crisis – India’s Concerns

The Rohingya refugee crisis refers to the mass migration of Rohingyas (Rohingya Muslim
people) from Myanmar (Burma) to Bangladesh, Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia. In this
article, we discuss the Rohingya Refugee Crisis and the concerns of India.

Who are Rohingyas?


Rohingyas are indigenous to Rakhine state (also known as Arakan) in Myanmar settled since
the 15th century.



Collectively they fall under the Muslim Indo-Aryans, a mixture of pre-colonial and colonial
immigrations.



However, according to Myanmar government, they are illegal immigrants migrated to
Rakhine following Burmese independence and Bangladesh liberation war.



They are victims of an organized genocide and are one of the world’s most persecuted
minorities.



The population of Rohingyas was around 1.1 to 1.3 million before the 2015 crisis.



The crisis received international attention followed to Rakhine state riot in 2012, Rohingya
crisis in 2015 and 2016-17 military crackdown.



At present 40000 Rohingyas have their second home in India.

Through the timeline of crisis
2012


The crisis first started on June 10th of 2012 in northern Rakhine between ethnic Rakhine
Buddhists and Rohingya Muslims.
THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com

GAUTAM SINGH



UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – Internal Security

0 7830294949

This resulted in gang rape and murder of a Rakhine women by Rohingyas and killing of ten
Burmese Muslims by Rakhines. In return, Rohingya burned a Rakhine’s Buddhist and their
houses.



As of August 22nd, 2012 it is officially estimated as the total of 88 causalities including 57
Muslims and 31 Buddhists. Nearly 90000 peoples lost their home and around 2500 houses
were burned in the crisis.

2015


The government of Myanmar systematically isolates the ethnic minority.



This resulted in the migration of thousands of Rohingyas to Bangladesh, Malaysia,
Indonesia and Thailand by rickety boats (hence called boat people).



According to United Nations from January to March in 2015, approximately 25000 people
have been taken by boats to different countries and many of them died.

2016-17


The Myanmar Military started exploitation against Rohingyas in 2016.



In the initial attack, many of them died and many were arrested. This resulted in the
migration of Rohingyas towards Bangladesh as refugees.



In November, approximately 1500 refugee houses in border villages of Myanmar was
burned by special forces.



The scenarios after this were even worse. Many Rohingya women were gang raped, men
and kids killed. The refugee boats in Naf river were under gun fire by Military.



In March 2017, 423 detainees were put arrested which includes women and children.



The crisis resulted in the displacement of nearly 92000 people from their home land.
(Reference: TheDailyStar)

The legal status of Rohingyas


The Myanmar government never allowed a citizenship status to Rohingyas. Hence the
majority of them do not have any legal documentations, making them stateless.



Until recently, they have been able to register as temporary residents with identification
cards known as white cards which began issuing in the 1990s.



These cards gave some basic rights to Rohingyas such as the right to vote. But they were
never recognized as a proof of citizenship.



These cards get cancelled in 2015 which effectively put an end to their right to vote.



In 2014, UN held a census, which was the first in Myanmar in 30 years. Initially, the Muslim
minority were allowed to register as Rohingya. But after Buddhist threatened to boycott the
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census, the government issued a statement that Rohingyas can register only if they are
identified as Bengalis.

What is being done to handle the refugee crisis?


In November 2015, Myanmar’s first civilian government led by National League for
Democracy (NLD) party were reluctant to talk for Rohingyas because of their interest to
gain support from Buddhist nationalities.

The UN Response


In August 2016 UN established a nine-person commission led by former UN Secretary –
general Kofi Annan to discuss the options to propose a solution.



The committee submitted its final report to the Myanmar Government on Augst 23, 2017.



The committee’s final report included recommendations to reduce communal tension and
support much-needed development efforts in the impoverished state.

The ASEAN Response


There has been no coordinated response to the Rohingya problem from the ASEAN. The
nature of the response indicates a divided region.



Till now, there remains a notable lack of pressure on Myanmar from the ASEAN.



Unlike the 1989 Comprehensive Plan of Action on Indochinese Refugees, which oversaw
cooperation between recipient countries of 275000 Vietnamese refugees, no agreement
has been made among the four largest destination countries of refugees from Myanmar.



At first, Malaysia refused to provide any kind of refuge to the people reaching its shore but
agreed to “provide provisions and send them away”. Later, Malaysia and Indonesia agreed
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to provide temporary refuge to the Rohingya. Thailand said, it would provide humanitarian
assistance and would not turn away boats that wish to enter its waters.

Bangladesh


Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina called her own country’s economic migrants
“mentally sick” and said that they could have better lives in Bangladesh, and complained
they were discrediting Bangladesh by leaving.



Shortly thereafter, the Bangladeshi Government announced plans to relocate the 32,000
registered Rohingya refugees who have spent years in camps near the Myanmar border.



The 200,000 unregistered other refugees were not officially part of the government’s
relocation plan.



Initially, Thengar Char, an island 18 miles east of Hatiya Island was reportedly selected for
the relocation. A subsequent report put the location as 200 hectares selected on Hatiya
Island, a nine-hour, the land-and-sea journey from the camps.

The United States


The State Department of United States expressed its intent to take in Rohingya refugees
as part of international efforts.



Since 2002 the United States has allowed 13,000 Myanmar refugees. Chicago, home to
‘RefugeeOne’, has one of the largest populations of Rohingyas in the United States.

India’s response towards Rohingya Refugees
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Nearly 40000 Rohingyas have their home in India now. India has been receiving Rohingya
refugees and allowing them to settle in the different parts of the country over the years,
especially after the communal violence in the state of Rakhine in 2012.



In 2012 December, India’s external affairs Minister visited Rakhine and donated 1 million
dollars for relief.



However, India considers the refugee crisis as an internal affair of Myanmar.



On August 9, 2017, Rajya Sabha MP Rajeev Gowda posed several questions to Union
minister of state for home affairs Kiren Rijiju. The questions pertained to the condition of
Rohingya refugees in the country and were framed as follows: (a) whether the (home)
ministry has framed a policy with regard to Rohingya refugees in India; (b) if so, whether it
involves other stakeholders, such as our neighboring countries; (c) whether reports stating
that government plans to deport the 40,000 Rohingya refugees are true; and (d) if so, the
reasons for such plans?



The minister’s response was to outline a plan to deport around 40,000 Rohingya, or
“illegally staying foreign nationals”, from India. He said that the central government had
directed the state governments to set up district task forces to “identify and deport” the
foreign nationals.



Since India is not a signatory to the United Nations Convention on Refugees, refugee
status granted by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to the
Rohingya was irrelevant to their deportation.



According to the Government of India, there are no refugee camps established for either
Bangladeshis or Rohingyas in India and there were only schemes of assistance for Tibetan
and Sri Lankan refugees.

Why does India try to keep away from the issue?


India considers the issue as an internal affair of Myanmar.



Indian believes that ASEAN has an undeniable responsibility to resolve this crisis.



India does not want a conflict of interests with the new regime in Myanmar-Myanmar has a
key role in India’s Look East Policy.



India already has several issues like poverty, unemployment etc for her own people.

How the refugee crisis affects India’s interests and values


India holds a strong history of welcoming refugees from Srilanka, Tibet, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Bangladesh and still they enjoy the freedom and rights here. The Rohingyas are
now the most genocided community in recent past in South Asia, they are stateless and no
place got to go.
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16500 Rohingya refugees in India holds United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR)’s identity card and India consider it as irrelevant, and as far as they are illegal
immigrants to India, they will be subjected to deport.



The refugees have to face the same situations like in the past if India sends them back,
which will question India’s policies in the global front. It considered as will rather die in India
than return to Myanmar for Rohingyans.



Adding to this, recently an insurgent group – Haraquah Al-Yaqin formed in Saudi Arabia
commanded by Rohingyas on the ground with tactical training and guerrilla operation skills.
India had a history of Lankan refugee issue which eventually ended up in the Assassination
of Rajiv Gandhi.



Along with security issue, it may lead to political, governance and economic problems in

the country.
_________________
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Indian Army Reforms – Beyond Shekatkar Committe Report

The Indian Army forms the backbone of Indian defence system. From the very onset, the
institution has been one that inspires discipline and moral uprightness.
Cultivating an environment of peace and security so that the nation grows to its fullest potential
makes the Indian army a noble profession. Enrolling into the service is naturally seen as a
matter of pride by the citizens.
However, the recent past has seen the institution catching headlines for some not so good
reasons. This is particularly true in the context of the recent video blogs which shows
mistreatment of soldiers by higher officers. Here we analyse some of the major points of
concern with respect to Indian Army and attempt to resolve them through amicable solutions.

Indian Army – An Overview


Indian Army has its roots in the East Indian Company army.



Indian army was developed by integrating the pre-independence forces of British India and
princely states – under the supreme command of the Indian President.



It is entrusted with the responsibility of ensuring national security by defending against
external as well as internal threats.



It forms the land-based branch of the Indian Armed Forces complementing the other two
branches – Indian Navy and Indian Air Force.

Structure of Indian Army
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Organizationally the Indian army structure is divided into seven geographical commands – 6
operational and 1 training command viz.
1. Northern Command (Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir),
2. Central Command (Lucknow, UP)
3. Western Command (Chandigarh)
4. South Western Command (Jaipur, Rajasthan)
5. Eastern Command (Kolkata, West Bengal),
6. Southern Command (Pune, Maharashtra) and
7. Army Training Command (Shimla, Himachal Pradesh).

Functional Divisions of the Indian Army
The Army is divided into the following functional divisions:
1. Armored Corps
2. Artillery
3. Corps for Air Defense
4. Aviation Corps
5. Corps of Engineers
6. Corps of Signals
7. Infantry
8. Ordnance Corps

Indian army: Issues and Grievances

Recent media reports had highlighted some issues/grievances connected with Indian Army.
THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com

GAUTAM SINGH

UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – Internal Security

0 7830294949

Skewed Promotions Trends – Bypassing seniority


The new Army Chief, General Rawat, was third in line according to the convention of
seniority. However, he was made the Chief, bypassing protocol/convention. Although there
is no legal basis to challenge the same, the move has raised eyebrows both within and
outside the Army circles. Those unhappy with the decision put forth a host of arguments.



Merit and experience in combat as deciding parameters in the appointment is inconclusive.
Army is not meant to be only a counter-insurgency force. Hence a greater experience in
that domain shouldn’t put a candidate at an advantage.



It would set a bad precedent for future appointments in the Army and other institutions. The
increased politicization might lead to a politico-army nexus which might see the army
officials play to the gallery rather than be objective with their policies.



A Muslim officer was second in line. Given the anti-minority attitude allegations against the
government, this move only adds fuel to the fire.

Service related bias – Favour towards one service wing


The claim that there exists intra-Army bias lopsided in favour of certain services is another
worry.



It is evidenced by the fact that the last four Army chiefs have all been from the same
service wing-Infantry.



A clear preference for Infantry over Artillery, which in-turn supersedes Engineers and
Signals have also been observed in promotions. This preference is observable in the timeframe for promotion in different services – Infantry – 2 years, Artillery – 2.5 years and
Engineers and Signals – 3 years.



This differential promotion criterion was established by the Ajai Vijay Singh
Committeerecommendations, which were upheld by the Supreme Court in Feb 2016.

Regiment bias


To add to the misery, a preference for personnel from own regiment has also been
observed

Nutritional Issues – Quality and Quantity concerns


It was Napoleon who quoted the right words – an army marches on its stomach.



In this light, the video blogs highlighting poor and unhealthy diet being served to the army
personnel is disheartening.



The claimants have pointed out that rations that reach them are merely 40% of that
mandated on paper.

Leave policy – Discrimination
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There have been instances of discrimination in allowing leaves as well.



Reluctant leave policies that are rooted in mistrust and corruption do no good to the
institution either.



There have been alarming reports like that of leave being denied for 10 months to an army
personnel. This clearly reflects the apathetic attitude that our heroes are challenged with

Continuation of certain colonial practices


Although we have left behind our dark colonial past, the past seems to have been ingrained
into our societies so deeply that cultural colonialism of those days still persists. This was
manifested in revelations about the existence of certain practices within the Army that were
aimed at mistreating the Indian soldiers during the colonial era.

1. Sahayak system


As the name suggests, soldiers in this system are forced to do domestic chores for senior
officers, acting as their ‘sahayaks’.



This includes petty chores like washing clothes, polishing shoes, walking the officer’s dogs
etc.

2. Buddy system


Although the intent of this approach, which is also being emulated in corporates, is easy
integration of new joiners, the system has been exploited by higher officials for selfish
interests.



Soldiers are deputed to senior officers to learn better, but they end up serving them, doing
their personal chores instead.

Rising suicides and fratricides


It is no secret that cases of suicides and fratricides are common in the Army.



Statistics revealed by Parliamentary Standing Committee on Defence, 2003-2013, for
instance, point out disturbing numbers: 1666 suicides and 109 fratricides (killing/shooting
comrades)

No proper grievance redress mechanism


There have also been complaints of court martial being used as a tool to harass
complainants.



Victimization of the accused rather than bringing him to justice seems to be the undertone.

Existential crisis


While the Indian Army, the Navy and the Air Force are under the Defence Ministry, the
7 paramilitary forces are under the Home Ministry.
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This has resulted in certain peculiar distinctions where paramilitary personnel seem to be
given step-motherly treatment.



For instance, there is no grievance redress mechanism for the paramilitary. The Armed
Forces Tribunal (2007) comes under the Defence Ministry and hence, excludes the 7
paramilitary forces.



Instead, paramilitaries follow Security Force Court (a court martial like system). This court
can also pronounce death sentences, although no appellate mechanism is supported
except a petition.



Besides, constitutional limitations like those enlisted in Article 33 impose limitations on
usage of writ petitions as well.

Reform reports kept out of public
It isn’t that the need for reforming the Indian Army wasn’t evident earlier, many studies and
reports have been focused in this direction. However, despite multiple studies for reforms, the
reports have not been made public. This has given leeway to the slow progress in this regard
as the identified issues are kept out of public domain.
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Shekatkar Committee Recommendations

The military reforms committee – under Lt General (retired) DB Shekatkar – was set up by then
defence minister Manohar Parrikar in 2015.
The 11-member committee was established with a mandate for “Enhancing Combat Capability
and Rebalancing Defence Expenditure”.
The committee submitted its report on December 21, 2016.
Shekatkar committee had made recommendations on enhancing the combat potential of India’s
three armed forces, rationalising the defence budget, and improving the teeth-to-tail ratio.
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Though the Shekatkar committee recommendations do not connect with all the grievances we
discussed before, the committee had apparently exceeded its brief with some 200
recommendations.
The defence ministry whittled it down to 120, of which some 90 were approved by Defence
Minister Arun Jaitley. The ministry expects all the proposals to be implemented in the next two
years. (Reference: Hindustan Times)
The panel wants the military to move out of non-core areas such as the National Cadet Corps
(NCC), remove duplicity among the three services, and make institutions such as the Defence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and ordnance factory boards more
accountable through project audits and by shelving outdated concepts.
A major recommendation is that the defence budget should be 2.5% to 3% of the GDP.

Way Forward



Political oversight without politicization must be the approach that the governments should
adopt. This would check the adverse threat of politicization of the armed forces.



Intra-service victimhood would only deteriorate the institution from within and snowball into
a National Security concern. Therefore, a balanced approach rather than the Ajai Vikram
Singh Committee based differential promotion parameters must be adopted. A feeling of
equality amongst the services is essential for cohesion to thrive.



Grievance redress mechanisms must be strengthened. Steps like keeping
feedback/complaint boxes without victimizing complainants and access to appellate
mechanisms is a must.
THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com

GAUTAM SINGH



UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – Internal Security

0 7830294949

Leave policy must be synchronized on the lines of other organizations with a clear
casual/earned leave split-up and guidelines for filing the same. Moreover, it must be
ensured that timely approvals are mandated for the leaves with written reasons for denial
whenever the case be so.



Policy on social media usage to counter the threat to national security must be rolled out.
This, to cater to concerns that video blogs have compromised sensitive locations like
borders, camps. In the era of twitter governance, it is hard to keep people outside the folds
of social media. Better regulation rather than a blanket ban, therefore, could be a rational
course of action.



Better sensitization within the establishment is required to address genuine concerns
related to nutrition, hygiene, leave, compensation etc.



Acting against acts like Sahayak System could help regain the confidence of enrolled as
well as aspiring soldiers.



Boosting troop morale by acting on reports from reform related studies and not keeping
them under the table in the name of secrecy is another must-do in this case.



The paramilitary forces must be brought at par with the other armed forces. Achieving this
transition, however, may or may not need the transfer of loyalties from Home Ministry to
Defence Ministry. A positive step in this regard was the recently launched app for grievance
redress that provides a direct line of contact with Home Ministry bypassing the officers in
command, for complaints by jawans.



Bureaucratic intervention (at the administrative level) may continue but must be overhauled
to be on the lines of bipartisan selection committees like the ones for CVC and CBI chief
selections. This could help settle the friction with the civilian administration.



Moreover, it isn’t the time to shoot the messengers, rather bringing them on board is the
viable way ahead. The people who bring to light inherent issues must be seen as whistleblowers rather than rebels. Nevertheless, it would be a wise step to direct such grievances
by developing efficient internal grievance redress mechanisms that also provide for internal
whistle-blowing avenues, without bringing bad name to either the complainant or the
institution as a whole
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Conclusion

At a time when the geopolitical challenges, especially with escalations along the border by
Pakistan and China combined, are already a worry, a weakly bound army is the last thing we
would want on our plate.
Weakness from within withers even the strongest of forces. A weak army, therefore, would only
add to our vulnerabilities and be a threat to National Security. Our history is a testimony to how
petty internal fights and grievances left us unguarded against the colonial powers. To let this
mighty force that unites India fall prey to similar follies would be unfortunate. It is the cohesion
within the force and the will to defend the nation by standing shoulder-to-shoulder that inspires
might.
By letting issues, such as the ones discussed above, permeate, we are letting a slow poison eat
into our strengths. It is, therefore, the moral responsibility of all the stakeholders to ensure that
corrective measures are taken immediately and the army reformed from within. For it may be a
molehill now, but if let go unchecked there is no stopping it from snowballing into a mountain
that would be hard to dispel.
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Gorkhaland Issue – Everything You Need to Know

The
crisis in Gorkhaland (West-Bengal) has been brewing for many decades and the stems from
language – Nepali speaking people vs Bengali speaking people. Here, in this article, we are
discussing in detail about the Gorkhaland Movement, its background, causes, the current
situation, etc.

What is the Gorkhaland Issue?


Gorkhaland consists of Nepali-speaking people of Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Kurseong and
other hilly districts of West-Bengal. The people belonging to these areas have ethical,
cultural and language differences with the Bengali community of West-Bengal.



The demand of Darjeeling as a separate administrative region dates back to 1907. But, the
term “Gorkhaland” was coined recently, in the 1980s, by Subhash Ghising, the founder of
Gorkha National Liberation Front (GNLF).



The Gorkhaland Movement is a movement mainly focused in the Darjeeling Hills of West
Bengal, which demands the creation of a separate state of Gorkhaland.



The area covers Duars and Terai region of West Bengal. And is famous for its tea and
beauty, which are the main sources of its income.

Why is there a demand for separate statehood for Gorkhaland?


The main reason for the separate Gorkhaland movement is due to the differences in
ethnicity, culture and language.
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The people of Nepali-Indian Gorkha ethnic origin on the Northern part of West
Bengal demands a state on basis of their cultural identity, which is very different from
Bengali culture.



In addition to an identity crisis, there is also an issue of poverty, under-development and
politicisation of the issue.



According to Rajat Ganguli (author of ‘Poverty, Malgovernance and Ethnopolitical
Mobilization: Gorkha Nationalism and the Gorkhaland Agitation in India’). It was a failure of
governance combined with politicisation that bred the Gorkhaland issue. He cites the
historical trend, especially post-independence, where the issue erupts only when it’s
pampered by political aspirations.

The story behind the rise of Gorkhaland – Chronology and Cause

How Darjeeling came into existence?


Prior to 1780s the area was ruled by Chogyal of Sikkim



Around 1780 the Gorkhas had captured Sikkim and most parts of the North East including
Darjeeling.



In 1814, the Anglo-Gorkha war broke out, which ended with the Treaty of Segoulee in 1815
(ratified in March 1816).



As per the treaty, British East India Company took all the territory that Gorkha annexed
from Chogyal of Sikkim.
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In 1817, through the Treaty of Titalia, the British reinstated Chogyal of Sikkim and gave
back all the territory annexed by Gorkhas back to Chogyals.



Though in 1835, through Deed of Grant, they took possession of the hills of Darjeeling from
Sikkim.



British added Bengal Duars and Kalimpong to Darling hills in 1864 via Treaty of Sinchula,
signed between the British and Bhutan.



Thus the present district of Darjeeling came into existence in 1866.

Chronology of ‘demands for autonomy’


In 1907, The demand for a separate administrative unit in Darjeeling was raised for the first
time by the Hillmen’s Association of Darjeeling.



In 1941, it demanded exclusion of Darjeeling from Bengal and to make it a chief
commissioner province.



The undivided Communist Party of India, in 1947 submitted a memorandum to the
Constituent Assembly demanding the formation of Gorkhasthan comprising Darjeeling
district and Sikkim.



In 1952, Akhil BharatiyaGorkha League (ABGL) meets Prime Minister and demands
separation from Bengal.



1977- 81: The West Bengal government passes a unanimous resolution supporting the
creation of an autonomous district council consisting Darjeeling and related areas.



1980: Subhash Ghising forms Gorkha National Liberation Front (GNLF).



GNLF launches a most violent agitation in Gorkhaland movement history in 1986.



In 1988, Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council accord is signed by GNLF, the state of Bengal and
the Centre. Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council came into action. GNLF drops the demand for
the separate state.



In 2005, the same parties signed an in–principle memorandum of settlement to include
Darjeeling in the Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution, which addresses the
administration of tribal areas.



Calling ‘the Sixth Schedule solution’ a betrayal to Gorkhaland, Bimal Gurung
launched Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM) in 2007. The same year witnessed a rise in
agitations for the separate Gorkhaland demand.



In 2011 the memorandum of agreement for the formation of a Gorkhaland Territorial
Administration (GTA), a semi-autonomous administrative body for the Darjeeling, passed
by West Bengal legislative assembly to calm the GJM.

Major Post-Independence Movements related to Gorkhaland
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The All India Gorkha League (AIGL) came into existence in 1943 as the first political party
in the Darjeeling hills. After India’s independence, it demanded the addition of Darjeeling to
Assam and started ‘Assam Chalo’ movement. It worked on petitions, like the moderates,
and had submitted memorandums to the President of India and the Prime Minister of India.
It was never violent, except few exceptions.



The biggest and most violent agitation took place in 1986 under the banner of GNLF, led by
Subhash Ghising. Between 1986-88, Darjeeling witnessed most violent phase in its postindependence history of India. As per one estimate, more than 1200 people lost their lives.
It ended with DGHC accord (discussed above).



In 2004, the fourth elections for DGHC didn’t take place. Instead, in 2005, Darjeeling was
added to the sixth schedule and a tribal council was set up with Ghising as its head. It
leads to revolt by Bimal Gurung, who launched GJM in 2007. Thereby, the second biggest
agitation in Gorkhaland movement took place. As evident from the turn of events, it was a
politically motivated rather than identity driven.



In 2010-2011, the Gorkhaland agitation saw a new turn after local leaders fought among
themselves as one of the leader of the Akhil Bharatiya Gorkha League (ABGL), was
allegedly stabbed to death by GJM supporters.



In 2013, the demand for separation rose high again due to the division of Andhra Pradesh.
The movement was peaceful under the leadership of GJM. GJM adopted the innovative
method of protest called “Janta Bandh”. People were told to voluntarily stay inside on
13th and 14th August. There was no force used but the silence on streets was an evident
sign of revolt. It was portrayed as an embarrassment to the government.

2017 Darjeeling Agitation
Cause


West Bengal government’s decision to impose Bengali language in all the schools from
Class I to IX.

What made it worse?


Heavy-handed response from state leading to the death of protestors.



Considered as an attempt by TMC (All India Trinamool Congress) to gain hold in
Darjeeling. In 2017 municipal election, TMC won only 1 seat while GJM held 31 seats.



GJM finds it as right opportunity to raise its importance.

Why Gorkhaland Movement Matters?


It is one of the oldest movement in India (began in 1907)
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What happens in Gorkhaland will affect India-Nepal relations too. How India treats the
problems of the Nepali people of hill origin in Darjeeling will affect how Nepal deals with the
people of Indian origin in Nepal, i.e. Madhesi in Terai.



Gorkhaland has a strategic location, it’s vicinity to the chicken neck that connects rest of
India with North East. Its stability is must for India’s strategic and economic interests of the
nation.



Darjeeling is a tea and tourist hot-spot with a high level of poverty. It needs and has
potential to become the economic engine of the East with a sustainable economic model.
But such things will be possible only if there is stability in the region.

Possible Resolution -Division of the state of West Bengal, to create Gorkhaland
Pros


It may create a stable and responsible government in Darjeeling.



It will end one of the longest movement for the creation of a separate state in India

Cons


It can lead to “Balkanization” of India.



It may legitimise violence as a way to meet demands.



The rise of agitation with the rise of new outfits shows that politics plays the vital role. The
division would be an extreme measure for a problem that can be resolved by political
consensus like done in 1988 and 2011.



Division of state should be done on the criteria set by State Reorganisation Commission.
Any diversion would only create a more dissension than the solution.

2. Giving more powers to Gorkhaland Territorial Administration, creating a transparent and
open election process. It must be realised that GJM rose due to the failure of the government to
conduct 4thDGHC elections.
3. The Parliament can amend the Constitution of India and insert autonomous district within
West Bengal by adding a provision like 244 A, which provides for such method for Assam.
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Conclusion

Image Credit: Maximilian Dörrbecker (Chumwa) (Own work) [CC BY-SA 2.5], via Wikimedia Commons

The demands for separate statehood in India have been there even before India’s
Independence. Even after the state re-organization of 1956, there were demands from various
corners of the country for the creation of a separate state. Linguistic, cultural, ethnic and
economic distinctions can be traced as the core reasons behind these demands.
Hegel said, “We learn from history that we do not learn from history”. The repetition of history in
the Gorkhaland issue is the living proof. Especially in the post-independence, where the rise
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and fall of momentum in demand follow the rise and fall of the party involved. The solution lies
in pleasing the population rather than the parties. Gorkhaland can become an epitome of
decentralisation or a failed divided state. The choice is in the hands of people protesting. Are
they protesting for the right cause?
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India’s Nuclear Weapon Programme
Do you know who has his fingers on nuclear button in India? Prime Minister? Army Chief?
Again, what is the role of Nuclear Command Authority (NCA)? What is Strategic Forces
Command or Strategic Nuclear Command? We hope this post to clear your doubts related to
India’s external security as we discus in brief, topics like India’s Nuclear Weapon Program and
principles like No First Use and Minimum Credible Deterrence.

History of India’s Nuclear Weapon Programme


On 26 June 1946, Jawaharlal Nehru, announced:
As long as the world is constituted as it is, every country will have to devise and use the
latest devices for its protection. I have no doubt India will develop her scientific
researches and I hope Indian scientists will use the atomic force for constructive purposes.
But if India is threatened, she will inevitably try to defend herself by all means at her
disposal.



India’s nuclear program started on March 1944 and its three-stage indigenous efforts in
technology were established by Dr. Homi Bhabha when he founded the nuclear research
center, the Institute of Fundamental Research.



India’s loss of territory to China in war of 1962, provided the New Delhi government
impetus for developing nuclear weapons as a means of deterring potential Chinese
aggression.



India first tested a nuclear device in 1974 (code-named “Smiling Buddha”), which it called a
“peaceful nuclear explosion.”



India performed further nuclear tests in 1998 (code-named “Operation Shakti”).

India’s No-First-Use Policy and Doctrine of Credible Minimum Deterrence (CMD)
In August 1999, the Indian government released a draft of the doctrine which asserts that
nuclear weapons are solely for deterrence and that India will pursue a policy of “retaliation
only”. The document also maintains that India “will not be the first to initiate a nuclear first strike,
but will respond with punitive retaliation should deterrence fail” and that decisions to authorise
the use of nuclear weapons would be made by the Prime Minister or his ‘designated
successor(s).’ The doctrine of “No first use” means “no first use against non-nuclear weapon
states”, as clarified by our NSA. The doctrine “no first use against non-nuclear weapon states”
reflected India’s strategic culture, with its emphasis on minimal deterrence.
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Main Nuclear Authorities in India
Names to remember : Nuclear Command Authority (NCA), Strategic Nuclear
Command, Cabinet Committee on Security, National Security Advisory Board etc.
Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS)

The civil leadership, in the form of the CCS (Cabinet Committee on Security) is the only body
authorised to order a nuclear strike against another offending strike: In effect, it is the Prime
Minister who has his finger “on the button.”

Nuclear Command Authority (NCA)
On January 4, 2003, the Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) constituted the Nuclear
Command Authority (NCA). NCA has two councils : Executive Council and Political
Council. The Executive Council is chaired by the National Security Advisor (NSA) while Political
Council is chaired by the Prime Minister. National Security Advisor gives the inputs to the
Political Council, which authorities a nuclear attack when deemed necessary. This mechanism
of Political Council being advised by Executive Council and letting the “nuclear button remain
with PM” was implemented to ensure that Indian nukes remain firmly in civilian control and that
there exists a sophisticated Command and Control (C2) mechanism to prevent their accidental
or unauthorised use.
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Strategic Nuclear Command or Strategic Forces Command

Strategic Nuclear Command, forms part of India’s Nuclear Command Authority (NCA). India’s
Strategic Nuclear Command was formally established in 2003. The joint services SNC is the
custodian of all of India’s nuclear weapons, missiles and assets. It is also responsible
for executing all aspects of India’s nuclear policy. The directives of the NCA are to be
operationalised by the Strategic Forces Command under the control of a Commander-in-Chief
of the rank of Air Marshal (or its equivalent) in charge of the management and administration of
the tactical and strategic nuclear forces. (So as it is clear, Strategic Nuclear Command is the
implementing agency of the nuclear decision.)
National Security Council (NSC) of India

The National Security Council (NSC) of India is the apex agency looking into the country’s
political, economic, energy and strategic security concerns. (Please note that NSC has roles
beyond nuclear deterrance. The chief exective is the National Security Adviser. Prior to the
formation of the NSC, these activities were overseen by the Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister.) The three-tiered structure of the NSC comprises the Strategic Policy Group, the
National Security Advisory Board and a Secretariat represented by the Joint Intelligence
Committee (JIC).

How does Nuclear Deterrence Work in India?
The executive council of NSA advise the political council of NSA in case of any security treat or
nuclear action needed. The political council give orders to Strategic Nuclear Command.
Strategic Nuclear Command posses all major nuclear arsenals, and it is the agency responsible
for executing a nuclear retaliation. SNC requires approval from NCA for any nuclear
action. Recent estimates suggest that India has between 90 and 110 nuclear weapons.

Nuclear Triad
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Nuclear Triad is a term used to denote a nation which has capabilities of nuclear strike from
land, air and water. India has tested its abilities in land, air and sea, but operational missiles are
not there with regard to sea.


From Land : Ballistic missiles with nuclear war-head in the Prithvi and Agni Series.



From Air : Nuclear bombs from Dassault Mirage 2000s and SEPECAT Jaguars. (Freefalling and un-guided method).



From Sea : Submarines : Sagarika K-15 missile in Arihant Submarine; Ship : Dhanush
missile from ships like INS Subhadra or INS Rajput.
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North East India – Insurgency and Other Issues
The Northeast region of India comprising of eight states – Assam, Nagaland, Manipur,
Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Tripura and Sikkim. North East India is a region poorly connected
to the Indian mainland by a small corridor – Silghuri Corridor (also known as Chicken Neck –
with a narrow width of only 23 kilometers.). North Eastern India has been facing problems of
insurgency for near 5 decades, but things are now settling down and peace started to prevail.

What is insurgency?
An insurgency is an armed rebellion against a constituted authority when those taking part in
the rebellion are not recognized as belligerents. Incase of Indian scenario it can be seen as
armed rebellion and violent protests against Indian Government or authority.

Insurgency in North East India
Nagaland, Manipur, Assam and Tripura had been witnessing conflict since 1950-60 period, but
since 1990, the intensity of conflicts started to decrease. Now the only state where prominent
insurgency exist is Manipur. But in this region several armed factions operate. Some groups call
for a separate state, others for regional autonomy while some extreme groups demand
complete independence.

Reasons for conflict in North East India:


Historical reasons – loosely administered under British India.



Tensions between these states and the central government.



Tensions between tribal people, who are natives of these states, and migrant peoples from
other parts of India.



Geographical reasons – not well connected with present Indian mainland.



Developmental reasons – Poorly developed due to lack of fund from Center/States.



Environmental reasons.



Military reasons – AFSPA (Armed Forces Special Power Act).



Foreign Policy – Look easy policy and market changes bought.



External support – China and Myanmar.

Insurgent Groups in North East India
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Nagaland


NSCN-IM



NSCN-K

Manipur


Peoples Liberation Army



PREPAK

Assam


ULFA



NDFB



KLNLF



UPDS

Tripura


National Liberation Front of Tripura



All Tripura Tiger Force

Meghalaya


ANVC



HNLC

Recent Observations about North East India
Insurgency & Ceasefire
1. The basic ingredient of insurgency i.e. popular support is drying up in the region.
Insurgency is active only in Manipur. There are around 50 insurgent groups in Manipur.
2. Ceasefire and Suspension of Operations with militant groups allows them to indulge in
extortion and kidnapping, which in turn help them in maintaining their clout over the people
of the region.
3. There exists deep nexus between all the insurgent groups in the Northeast. The CPI
(Maoist) is also in touch with the North east insurgents primarily to source weapons. Arms
were given by the United Liberation Force of Asom (ULFA) to the CPI (Maoist) in West
Bengal.
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4. The biggest challenge to the North East is extortion carried out by various insurgent
groups. Extortion has become meticulously organised activity in the region and is one of
the major sources of funds for the militants.

Political
1. It is important to understand the culture and psyche of the people of North East while
framing policy alternatives.
2. The perceived threat to the political identity of the Assamese people from the illegal
migrants from Bangladesh lies at the core of the Assam problem. The indigenous people of
Assam feel that in future the illegal migrants will become the majority population and they
will lose political power.
3. The ceasefire agreements and peace negotiations have resulted in reducing the violence
levels and given the civil societies of the region space to talk.
4. One of the ways to contain insurgency in the region is to delegate powers to the ethnic
minorities through the Autonomous District Councils so that they can fashion their own
development.
5. The implementation of Sixth Schedule in Assam has not benefited the tribal communities of
the state. Following the 73rd and 74th amendments, the Central and state governments are
providing huge amounts of financial resources to the Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRI) and
municipalities. Since, the scheduled areas do not fall under the purview of the PRI and
municipalities, they do not receive any share of these funds and as a result they lose out.

Development
1. Security situation in the region has improved considerably in Assam and Meghalaya in
particular facilitating conducive atmosphere for investment and development. The
Northeast Industrial Policy initiated by the Government of India further contributed in
encouraging investment and industries in the region.
2. However, the Northeast will not attract big industries because the region is resource deficit,
and does not have economies of scale to match. Moreover, the security situation in the
whole of the region has not improved uniformly.
3. The North East Council (NEC) and the Ministry for the Development of the North East
Region (DoNER) have become fund disbursing agencies instead of strategic planning
agencies. At present approximately Rs. 11,000 crore is lying idle with the Ministry of
DoNER.

Look East Policy
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1. The North East still remains inward looking focussing primarily on internal conflicts. There
is no discussion on the benefits that could accrue to the region from the Look East Policy.
2. If the North East Region is opened up there is a fear of being swamped by cheap Chinese
goods, which would spell disaster for the local manufacturing units.
3. Apprehensions exist that the development of communication links could result in
developing strong links between the people of the North east with the people of China,
Myanmar and ASEAN countries, which would undermine the unity and integrity of India.

Border issues
1. The international borders in the North east are extremely porous. Thus, cross border
infiltration of militants, and smuggling of arms are rampant in the region.
2. China has differing claim in Arunachal Pradesh. Along the westernmost corner, Chinese
claim line lay 20 kms south and in the eastern most extreme of Arunachal Pradesh it lay 30
km south.
3. International boundaries in the North East have not crystallised into lines separating
sovereign countries on the ground.

Recommendations to solve North East India Problems
Insurgency
1. Thorough background check of all insurgents groups should be carried out before the
central government enters into any Ceasefire or Suspension of Operations Agreements
with the insurgents.

Political
1. Political solutions to the Assam problem should be discussed openly as widely as possible
to avoid backlash from the tribal and the minority population of the state.
2. A system of work permit should be issued so that the illegal Bangladeshi migrants do not
end up as Indian citizens.
3. The Autonomous District Councils should be empowered.
4. Governance should be improved in a step by step manner. Strict supervision by senior
officials should be initiated to improve the delivery system of the government.

Development
1. The Ministry of the Development of the North East region (DoNER) be merged with the
North East Council (NEC) for better strategic planning and coordination of various
developmental projects in the region.
2. Focus of the Ministry f DoNER and NEC should be on investment in mega-projects which
will make big difference to the development of the region.
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3. Institutional capacities in the North east should be developed urgently.
4. Pragmatic land use policy should be formulated for attracting industries in the region.
Micro, small and medium enterprises should be encouraged.
5. Local tourism should be promoted. Tourists residing in the eight North Eastern states
should be encouraged to travel within the region.
6. Niche tourism or high end tourism should be encouraged. Medical and higher education
tourism should be encouraged.
7. The North east should become a single economic unit without disturbing the political
boundaries of the states. No internal traffic barriers in the region. Exclusive five year plan
for the North east focusing on development of infrastructure.

Look East Policy
1. Greater awareness about the Look East Policy and its benefits to the North East should be
generated among he policymakers and the intelligentsia of the region.
2. Ties with Myanmar should be deepened by exploiting Myanmar’s anxieties about China as
well as existing deep civilization and spiritual ties.
3. The North East region must be included in the India-ASEAN Vision for trade and
cooperation. Development Plan for the North East should factor India-ASEAN strategic
cooperation.
4. Integrated and bottoms up approaches are required for integration of the North east in the
Look East Policy. The North East should formulate plans as to how it can engage with the
ASEAN. Better coordination of efforts by all the Northeastern states should be ensured.
5. Visa offices of Bangladesh and Myanmar should be located in the North East.
6. Centres/Departments for the studies of neighbouring countries like Myanmar, Bangladesh,
Tibet, Bhutan and Nepal in Universities should be set up in universities to understand
India’s neighbours better.

Border issues
1. Special economic zones along India-Bangladesh border, especially in Meghalaya and
Assam should be set up.
2. States should focus more on the development and security of the border areas.
3. Sentiments of the people of Arunachal Pradesh should be taken into consideration by the
central government while discussing the frameworks for resolution of the border dispute
with China.
4. Matching infrastructure and military capability should be build to ensure peace and enable
negotiations from a position of strength.
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National Cyber Security Policy 2013 – In a nutshell
The National Cyber Security Policy 2013 aims at (1) facilitating the creation of secure
computing environment (2) enabling adequate trust and confidence in electronic transactions
and (3) guiding stakeholders actions for the protection of cyberspace.

What is National Cyber Security Policy 2013 all about?

The National Cyber Security Policy document outlines a roadmap to create a framework for
comprehensive, collaborative and collective response to deal with the issue of cyber security at
all levels within the country.

The need to protect information
National Cyber Security Policy 2013 should be seen as about protecting of information, such as
personal information, financial/banking information, sovereign data etc.


Information empowers, and in order to empower people with information, we need to secure
the information/data.
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There is a need to distinguish between data which can freely flow and data which needs to be
protected.



The “National Cyber Security Policy” has been prepared in consultation with all relevant
stakeholders, user entities and public.



This policy aims at facilitating the creation of secure computing environment and enabling
adequate trust and confidence in electronic transactions and also guiding stakeholders
actions for the protection of cyberspace.



The National Cyber Security Policy document outlines a roadmap to create a framework for
comprehensive, collaborative and collective response to deal with the issue of cyber
security at all levels within the country.



The policy recognises the need for objectives and strategies that need to be adopted both
at the national level as well as international level.

The objectives and strategies outlined in the National Cyber Security Policy
1. Articulate our concerns, understanding, priorities for action as well as directed efforts.
2. Provide confidence and reasonable assurance to all stakeholders in the country
(Government, business, industry and the general public) and global community, about the
safety, resiliency and security of cyberspace.
3. Adopt a suitable posturing that can signal our resolve to make determined efforts to
effectively monitor, deter and deal with cyber crime and cyber attacks.

Salient features of the National Cyber Security Policy 2013
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In brief, the National Cyber Security Policy covers the following aspects:


A vision and mission statement aimed at building a secure and resilience cyberspace for
citizens, businesses and Government.



Enabling goals aimed at reducing national vulnerability to cyber attacks, preventing cyber
attacks & cyber crimes, minimising response & recovery time and effective cybercrime
investigation and prosecution.



Focused actions at the level of Govt., public-private partnership arrangements, cyber
security related technology actions, protection of critical information infrastructure and
national alerts and advice mechanism, awareness & capacity building and promoting
information sharing and cooperation.



Enhancing cooperation and coordination among all the stakeholder entities within the
country.



Objectives and strategies in support of the National Cybersecurity vision and mission.



Framework and initiatives that can be pursued at the Govt. level, sectoral levels as well as
in public-private partnership mode.



Facilitating monitoring key trends at the national level such as trends in cyber security
compliance, cyber attacks, cyber crime and cyberinfrastructure growth.

Cyber Security related updates:
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A National and sectoral 24X7 mechanism has been envisaged to deal with cyber threats
throughNational Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre (NCIIPC).



Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) has been designated to act as a nodal agency
for coordination of crisis management efforts. CERT-In will also act as an umbrella organisation for
coordination actions and operationalization of sectoral CERTs.



A mechanism is proposed to be evolved for obtaining strategic information regarding threats to
information and communication technology (ICT) infrastructure, creating scenarios of response,
resolution and crisis management through effective predictive, prevention, response and recovery
action.
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Various Security Forces and Agencies and Their Mandate
Various Security Forces and Agencies and Their Mandate is a topic in UPSC Civil Services
Mains GS Paper 3. Splitting up the keywords – we get two areas to focus – (1) Various Security
Forces and Agencies (2) Their Mandate – ie. the authority to carry out a policy or action. There
are external and internal threats to security of India and different specialized forces of India deal
with these threats. The external threats are handled often by the Armed Forces under the
Ministry of Defense, while internal threats are managed by the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Security Forces
1. Indian Armed Force
2. Central Armed Police Force

Security Forces Dealing with External Threats
The defense forces (Indian Armed Force) are the primary force responsible for security of the
country, and they come under the authority of Ministry of Defense. Central Armed Police Force
(CAPF) too aid in combating external threats (they mainly manage internal security issues), but
are managed by Ministry of Home Affairs.

Indian Armed Force
The defense forces are divided into four sub-heads.
1. Indian Army Personnel.
2. Indian Air Force Personnel.
3. Indian Navy Personnel.
4. Indian Coast Guard Personnel.

Security Forces Dealing with Internal Threats

There are many divisions of Central Armed Police
Force, which deal with internal threats.

Central Armed Police Force (CAPF)
1. Assam Rifles (AR)
2. Border Security Force (BSF)
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3. Central Industrial Security Force (CISF)
4. Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
5. Indo Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)
6. National Security Guard (NSG)
7. Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)
ClearIAS.com has already covered the detailed list of Defense Forces and Paramilitary Forces
of India in an earlier post. Apart from the paramilitary forces, there are intelligence and
investigation agencies in India, which are handled in an earlier post.

Mandate of Various Security Forces and Agencies
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has multifarious responsibilities, important among them
being internal security, management of para-military forces,border management, Centre-State
relations, administration of Union Territories, disaster management, etc.
Article 355 of the Constitution enjoins the Union to protect every State against external
aggression and internal disturbance and to ensure that the Government of every State is
carried on in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution.
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Defense Forces and Paramilitary Forces of India
Security of India and challenges from external and internal threats is a topic of high importance.
Indian Armed Forces, which consists of Defense Forces, Paramilitary Forces and Strategic
Forces Command plays major role ensuring national security. Various Security Forces and
Agencies and Their Mandate – a topic for GS Mains Paper 3 – is discussed in detail in another
post.

Security Forces
1. Indian Armed Force
2. Central Armed Police Force

Security Forces Dealing with External Threats
The defence forces (Indian Armed Force) are the primary force responsible for the security of the
country, and they come under the authority of Ministry of Defense. Central Armed Police Force
(CAPF) aid in combating external threats (they mainly manage internal security issues) but are
managed by Ministry of Home Affairs.

Indian Armed Force
The defence forces are divided into four sub-heads.
1. Indian Army Personnel.
2. Indian Air Force Personnel.
3. Indian Navy Personnel.
4. Indian Coast Guard Personnel.

Security Forces Dealing with Internal Threats

There are many divisions of Central Armed Police
Force, which deal with internal threats.

Central Armed Police Force (CAPF)
1. Assam Rifles (AR)
2. Border Security Force (BSF)
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3. Central Industrial Security Force (CISF)
4. Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
5. Indo Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)
6. National Security Guard (NSG)
7. Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)

Paramilitary Forces of India
The term Paramilitary forces are not formal used. Informally it is used, when we talk about:
1. Indian Coast Guard Personnel – Indian Armed Force
2. Assam Rifles (AR) – CAPF
3. Special Frontier Force (SFF) – Intelligence

Central Police Organisation
1. Intelligence Bureau
2. Central Bureau of Investigation
3. Bureau of Police Research & Development. (BPRD)
4. National Crime Records Bureau
5. National Investigation Agency
6. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Academy, Hyderabad.
7. North Eastern Police Academy, Shillong.
8. National Institute of Criminology & Forensic Science. (NICFS)
India’s Intelligence and Investigation Agencies

1. Intelligence Bureau(IB) – Internal Intelligence.
2. Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) – External Intelligence – Similar to CIA of US.
3. National Technical Research Organisation (NTRO).
4. Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA).
5. Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT).
6. National Technical Research Organisation.
7. Defense Intelligence Agency.
8. Joint Cipher Bureau.
9. Directorate of Revenue Intelligence.
10. All India Radio Monitoring Service.
11. Signals Intelligence Directorate.
12. Aviation Research Centre.
THANKS FOR READING – VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.educatererindia.com

GAUTAM SINGH

UPSC STUDY MATERIAL – Internal Security

0 7830294949

13. Directorate of Air Intelligence.
14. Directorate of Navy Intelligence.
15. Directorate of Income Tax (Intelligence and Criminal Investigation).
16. Directorate General of Income Tax Investigation.
17. National Investigation Agency – Central agency to combat terrorism.
18. Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) – Similar to FBI of US.
Other law enforcement agencies:


Directorate of Enforcement (DE).



Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI).



Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB).



Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU).
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