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UNIT 70 – UPSC – The Battle of Wandiwash
India's History : Modern India : Battle of Wandiwash: The British defeat the
French - 1760

French defeated in Battle of Wandiwash
English and French had their companies in India. Madras and Pondicherry were the
chief trading centres for the English whereas the French centre was on the
Coromandel Coast. The relations between both the companies were uncertain.
The Carnatic region was totally disturbed politically. The governor was so engrossed
with Marathas and Northern India that he hardly had any time for the Carnatic. Later
the Marathas killed the governor. The appointment of the new Nawab worsened the
problems of the Carnatic region. But till this time the English and French did not take
active interest in Indian politics.
In 1740, England and France took opposite sides in the War of
the Austrian Succession. This brought the two companies in India technically in the
state of war. French both by sea and land had besieged Madras. So in June 1748 to
avenge the capture of Madras, a large army was sent under Rear AdmiralBoscawen.
But by October the War of Austrian Succession had been concluded and under the
treaty Madras was restored to English.
Then during the second Carnatic War, where Duplex, governor of Pondicherry, opened
negotiations with the English and the treaty was concluded. The English and the
French have decided not to the quarrels of the native princes and took possession of
the territories, which are actually occupied by them during the treaty.
In the third Carnatic war, the British East India Company defeated the French forces
at the battle of Wandiwash ending almost a century of conflict over supremacy in
India. From 1744, the French and English fought a series of battles for supremacy in
the Carnatic region. This battle gave the British trading company a far superior
position in India compared to the other Europeans.
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