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UNIT 43 – UPSC - Lord Dalhousie 

 

 

  India's History : Modern India : Lord Dalhousie becomes the Governor-General - 

1848 

 

 

Lord Dalhousie 

Lord Dalhousie was born in 1812 in Scotland Castle. His 
original name was James Andrew Broun Ramsay. Lord 
Dalhousie was educated at Christ Church and Harrow, 

Oxford. Lord Dalhousie was the start behind the city 
derivative its name. 

At the age of 25 elected in the British parliament. Lord 

Dalhousie was a View Councilor and president for the Board 
of Trade. On 12th January 1848, Lord Dalhousie was 
appointed as Governor General of India. He ruled India 

about eight years from 1848 to 1856 and it was one of the 
greatest periods for British rule. His rule to different reform was brought to develop 

the situations of India. 

The annexation policy was a deadly weapon for conquest which increased the East 
India Company rule to the elevation of glory. The annexation policy was known as the 
Doctrine of Lapse. The Doctrine of Lapse was based on the forfeiture for the right rule 

in the non-appearance for a natural successor. By Doctrine Lapse policy the province 
of Satara was annexed in 1848, the state of Sambhalpur in 1849, the state of Jhansi 
in 1853 and the state of Nagpur in 1954 was also annexed. 

Additional system of annexation brought victory. The state of Punjab was annexed in 
1849 after the Second Anglo Sikh war. The state of Burma also known as Pegu in 
1852 was annexed. In 1853, the territory of Berar and in 1856, Oudh was also 

annexed. 

Lord Dalhousie was one of the major personalities. Because of the Mutiny of 1857 
took place. Although beginning by the Sepoys for the Indian Army. It gave a chance for 
the discontent Indian rulers to express their dissatisfied. The Sepoy 

mutiny, the mutiny for peons was dismissed by Lord Dalhousie and the 
British. Lord Dalhousie was also known as a successful administrator. In 

India, many places have been named after Dalhousie to mark his great 
achievements. 

In 1857, the revolt was followed with many changes to include the shift of 
Indian administration as of East India Company to the dignity, honor, 

crown and territorial control of the local princes. In 1857, many revolts 
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preceded reflecting the Indian opposition to the British domination. Include the chuar 

and Ho rebellion of Midnapur in 1768, 1820-22, 1831 and the Sanyasi revolt of 1770. 
Rajmahal hills of the Santhals rebelled in 1855. 

Lord Dalhousie proved in the administration matters with the demarcation of different 
sections for the administrative machinery and appointment for Lieutenant Governor of 

Bengal. Lord Dalhousie was introduced the non-regulation system. The non-regulation 
states were under a Chief Commissioner responsible to the Governor General in 

council. Oudh, Punjab, Burma was non-regulating states. 

Lord Dalhousie was one of the founded Telegraph and Postal systems. He was 
developed railway and roads services. He was contributed to the unity and 
modernization of India. He was great achievement for the creation of central, 

modernized states. Lord Dalhousie changes law, legalized re-marriage and abolished 
the disability for a transfer to Christianity to inherit paternal property. 

 

The field of educational, Lord Dalhousie improves such as the vernacular education 
system was appreciated worthy. Lord Dalhousie was established Anglo Vernacular 
Schools. The free trade policy was started with announcing free ports. By now Indian 

trade was dominated with the English. The reforms of military Lord Dalhousie 
included the transfer of the Bengal Artillery as of Calcutta to Meerut. 

Lord Dalhousie retired on 29th February 1856 and died during 1860 at Scotland for 

misery for 4 years as of physical distress and pain. A hill station Chamba District for 
Himachal Pradesh has been named behind Lord Dalhousie. 
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